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ONEY & BWAY: 


TV Without Exploitation Likened 
To a Beautiful But Unmilked Cow 


Network television programs 
with high audience ratings don’t 
necessarily push merchandise, as 
sponsors have discovered. Principal 
blame is placed on the agencies, 
which are accused of not under- 
standing the meaning or the value 
of the word exploitation, 


A vet executive who moved from 
motion pictures, where the word 
does have a meaning, into televi- 
sion, recently 
confuse 


of publicity and exploitation. He 


noted that most large agencies 
have publicity departments, but 


publicity is an area that is dupli- 
cated, and just as easily handled, 
by the networks. He said that 
Madison .Ave, has failed to take 
video identities and integrate them 
with print ads or carry them to the 
point of purchase by means of ban- 
ners, stickers, racks, bottles, boxes, 
or by whatever means is available 
and practica!, to point out to con- 
sumers that his is the product ad- 
vertised on tv. 

Definitions were offered to 
tinguish ‘the two words: Publicity 
refers to “planting yarns or names 


in any media, to call attention to, 


them.” To exploit something 
means to apply “at a local level, 
exclusive of publicity, any instru- 
ment that pushes the program or 
product’”—in short, merchandising. 
In all of television, there has 
only been a handful of web spon- 
sors for which agencies have done 
exploitation. The amount of 
tional or regional spot exploitation 
whether through programs or just 
(Continued on page 13) 


Up Royal Opera Grant 
But M.P. Asks Inquiry 


Into Artistic Regime 


London, June 19. 
In a bid to bridge the $1,000,000 
gap reported last week, The Royal 
Opera House, home of Covent Gar- 
den Opera and Sadler’s Wells bal- 
let. has had its annual grant.upped 


by $56,000 to a total of $756,000. 
The recent financial survey di- 
vulged that even capacity houses 


could not meet annual outgoings. 

According to Lord Waverley, 
chairman of Covent Garden direc- 
tors, the Arts Council (administra- 
tors of the grant which is allotted 
annually by the Government) felt 
that the present allotment fell | 
some $224,000 short of the sum 
necessary to keep the theatre in 
financial order. 

Provincial members of Parlia- | 
ment are nettled because they feel | 
the Opera House grant is too big 
a proportion of Arts Council money | 
to be “gobbled up” in London. 
The employment of German artists | 
has also been questioned in rela- 
tion to expenditure. , 

Beverley Baxter, MP, has asked 
for an inquiry into the artistic di- | 
rection of the House. 


said that videoites | 
the definition and duties | 


+ 
| 


Reverend Praises 


Big Top Morality 
Keene, N. H., June 19. 

people were praised by 
Rev. Edward S. Sullivan of Rox- 
| bury, Mass., the circus chaplain 
who has traveled more than 30,000 
miles with “big tops,” mainly Bar- 
num & Bailey and Ringling Bros., 
in more than 32 years of associa- 
tion with this field of entertain- 





| Circus 


ment, in a talk at the annual break- 
fast of the Holy Name Society | 
here. 


“The right type of family and 
religious life is greatly in prepon- 


|derance in_ circuses,” declared 
|Father Sullivan. “These people | 
lead a far more exemplary life 


than the average citizen, with no 
arrests for drunken driving nor 
barroom brawls and extremely few 
divorces. The few divorces are 
mostly among the officials of the 
circus, not the performers,” 





dis- | 


French Rebel At 
‘Lazy Ways Of 


Yank Importers 


By 





na- | 


FRED HIFT 


Paris, June 19 

Six French producers of impor- 
|} tant status are now pledged to the 
projected plan of refraining to 
lease or sell their product to in- 
|dependent American distributors 
|} unless the latter participate in the 
Jacques Flaud - proposed new 
scheme things for Gallic film- 
makers. Flaud, representing the 
Centre National de la Cinematog- 
raphie, has advocated establishing 
a distribution network in the 


of 


(Continued on page 63) 


Total Nudity Okay 
If Sincerely Arty— 


New Code Viewpoint 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Production Code Administration 
demonstrated again last week that 
it will give the most liberal pos- 
sible interpretation to Code regu- | 
lations to encourage art documen- 
taries. PCA granted a seal to “The | 
Naked Eye,” indie written, pro- 
duced and directed by Louis Clyde 
Stoumen, under the banner of | 
Camera Eye Pictures, which in- | 
cludes extensive scenes of total nu- | 
dity. It marks the first time that | 


| the code has thus approved such | 


photography as an art form. 
Code has in the past okayed such | 


(Continued on page 53) 





SUDOM-BY-SEA VG, 
LIME SUUARE 


By JO RANSON 





| entertainment beats of yesteryear 
—Coney Island and Broadway—are 
having a contest to see which is the 
shabbier. 
ing of Surf Avenue is now 
the Main Stem. 
which became Times 
could read Square; 
and on some nights and some cor- | 
ners, substitute Slime Square. If 


dupli- 


cated on The 


Longacre 


Square Dime 








Two of the great New York City | 


The greasy, vulgar feel- | 


SHABBY TWINS 





+ 


Buck Ram, a Rock 








Ceylon’s Rampantly 
Pro Own Customs 


Cracking down on outward man- 
| ifestations of ‘“‘western” culture, 
the government of Ceylon has out- 
lawed ballroom dancing and for- 
eign films. 

Reports from Colombo last week 
said the current wave of national- 
ism had even reached the dinner 
tables of the better hotels. At the 
place that serves the Ceylon law- 
makers, western dishes have been 


| 


discontinued and have been re 
the change had occurred abruptly | placed with tne native variety 
instead of perceptibly over two | Motion Picture Export Assn. so 
Pee ae eee fac has no report on the Ceylon 
move vs. pic imports. 


No Comment 


What has the Broadway 
Assn. to say about the present 
state of the Main Stem? What 


steps have been taken to pre- 
vent further deterioration or 
upgrade existing conditions? 

Inquiry at the association 
office elicited only a character 
ization (picturesque) of this 
paper and a slamming up of 
the phone. 





i the 


ithe nightclub picture here. 


} more 


of 
as 


decades the present condition 
Broadway would be recognized 
a New York civic scandal. 

The Times Square area is lousy 
with pokerino parlors, gypsy for- 
tune telling tearooms, shooting gal 


leries, shuffle alleys, quick sketch 
artists, pin ball In an area once 
fashionable with lobster palaces and 
Wine restaurants the bluejean is 


(Continued on page 2) 


se Has 


aris, June 19 


Striptea 


With more than 112 full-fledged 
stripteasers, plus uncounted ama- 
teurs, now appearing in over 2( 
boites around town, not consider- 
ing the usual undraped femmes lJ 


more stable niteries flesh 
seems to have won over fantasy in 
Peel- | 
ing is also creeping into the sum- 
mer small revues, plus showing up 
glaringly in the oldtimers, 
such as the Folies-Bergere and the 
Casino De Paris. 


It also is making | 


| inroads into various films. 


On the surface this looks like | 
the old frigidaires to Eskimos bit. | 
How come that a country like | 
France, where the nude was eman- | 
cipated in 1893 after a bitter strug- 
gle between students and blue- | 
nosed magistrates over a Four | 
Arts Ball’s uncressed girls, sud- | 
denly goes wild over the process | 
of getting to the essentials? How | 


(Continued on page 63) | 


+ 





Egghead Clicks 
From Europeans 


Jolt U.S. Film Biz 


At a time when film theatre biz 
in New York is just gradually com- 
ing out of the dumps, the success 


of two French entries—‘Rififi’” at 
the Fine Arts and “Proud and the 
Beautiful’’ at the Paris—is giving 
the companies food for thought. 


Boxoffice on both of these for- 
eign lingualers has been lively be 
yond all prior expectations and 
serves aS a reminder that the fo! 
eign film biz, too, now appears to 


(Continued on page 53) 


112 Peelers in 20 Boites Tip How 


Caught On in Paris 


German War Brides Make 
Salinas, Cal., New Market 
For German-Made Films 


no way of telling where 
the business might come from 

Letter received by Munio Pod- 
horzer’s Casino Film Exchange, 
which distributes German features, 
says the Crystal Theatre in Salinas, 
Cal., is now interested in booking 
his films. And the theatre ex- 
plained: 

“This area has undergone a ter- 
rific change in population due to 
the fact that the 5th Division of 
the Army was relocated from Ger- 
many to Fort Ord. Most of these 
men came home with German war 
brides. It was through their insis- 
tence that we investigate the pos-,| 
sibility of booking German films.”' 


There’s 


Tt Roll Cleffer, 


Sez Drop the Tag But Keep the Beat’ 


+ 


The rock 'n’ roll label has now 
| become rock ‘n’ roll music’s worst 
enemy. That’s the opinion of 
Buck Ram, manager of several r&r 
acts and cleffer of a flock of a 
r&r tunes, including the hit, “The 
| Great Pretender.” 


He claims that the press and 
deejay buildup in the past year 
has given the phrase a bad con- 
notation and put the music in an 
undesirable class in many quariers 
He admits that for every good 
r&r song, there are 15 bad ones, 
but he thinks that lumping them 
all into one group is unfail He's 
now pressing to drop the r&r tag 
and use in its stead “happy beat 
for happy feet.” 

Ram blames the record com- 
panies and the ‘Tin Pan Alley 
writers for putting r&r music in 
|} its current unsavory state “The 
honesty and the sincerity of 
rhythm and blues (forerunner to 
rock ’n’ roll) have been taken out 


of the music by disk companies and 


writers who decided to capitalize 
on the earthy quality,” he said. 
The honest expression that was the 
key to r&b has been turned into 
Suggestive songs by the unscrup- 
ulous diskers and cleffers, he 
added. “The presentation of Elvis 
Presley,” he pointed out, “is not 
doing rock 'n’ roll any good.” 
However, he believes it’s unfair 


(Continued on page 63) 


U. 8. Garrison Treops Now 
Starved for Entertainment: 
Mansfield New Pin-Up 


Hollywood, June 19 
Growing need for entertainment 


for troops in the Far East Com- 
mand is emphasized here by dee- 
jay Johnny Grant on returning 
from his latest junket to that area 
to bring a breath of home to Am« 
ican forces 
People don’t I ) 
co tior 1 
troop l1Vé a 
much it me » 1 ) 
tertainment perso tie Rigl 
no the gal they'd most lil to 
Jayne Man eld None of ’en 
( evel Dut ti Ve 
ird so mucl Mout het that 
he’s their Number One request.” 
Since the abandonment of the 


Hollywood Coordinating Commit- 
tee, Grant reported, amount of en- 
tertainment available in that thea- 
tre has dropped off sharply. Far 
East Command has been buying 
some entertainment units, but their 
limited funds obviously preclude 


| the use of top names or even of 


sufficient units to meet the de- 
mand. 

Gen. L. L. Lemnitzer, Comman- 
der-in-Chief of the Far East Com- 
mand, and Gen. 1. D. White, Com- 
mander of the Eighth Army, are 
understood to be slated to come to 


the States in a few months to take 
(Continued on page 61) 
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Jo Ranson Goes Strolling : 


+++ 


BROADWAY 


Broadway's progressive deterioration now sums up 
in blaring record cubicles, painted live turtles, sexy 
neckties, hot buttered popcorn and Italian hero 
sausage sandwiches. Broadway is a tawdry, tatter- 
demalion, hey-buddy-wanna-buy-a-watch, strip tease 
colony. 

On Broadway you are right smack in the middle 
of Sodom-By-the-Sea. You are knee deep in pizza 
pavilions where the chefs in the windows stage 
free acts for the gaping tourists. 

Once rejoicing in a dozen legit playhouses, 42d 
St. is pizza pie crazy with Lola’s Pizza Establishment 
lecked in combat with “The King of Pizza” on the 
other side of what was once but is no longer a glori- 
ous avenue of showbiz. 

Lola is touting several styles including a pizza 
with sausage while “The King” is arrogantly pro- 
claiming that his “pizza pies are made with cheese 
only—no meat.” Another Broadway pizza entre- 
preneur is currently offering a tie-in special—a 
low-priced pop drink if gulped with an Italian dish 
or Coney Island chicken. The pizza pie pitch is 
“wanna enjoy it, fold il, then eat it.” 

Not to be outdone by Coney’s purveyors of soft 
drinks, the juice squirters on Broadway are sev- 
eral blends ahead. In addition to dispensing such 
staples as orange juice and root beer, the mild 
drink mixologists are pouring flagons of mixtures 
slugged papaya, pina colada and cocoanut cham- 
pagne, all guaranteed to go to your stubbed toes. 

17c Hamburgers 

Next door to “The King of Pizza" is Grant’s, a 
sort of Nathan’s Famous of Coney Island, where the 
price structure is figured down to the penny and 
where you can grab a hot dog for 12c and a ham- 
burger for 17c. This is the apogee of culinary art 
for the West 42d Street members of Les Amis 
d’Escoffier. 

As in the past, you walk down a flight of stairs 
to catch Professor Heckler’s Trained Flea Circus 
‘over 25 years in this location) in Hubert’s Museum 
on West 42d Sireet but before you reach this ex- 
travaganza you go through a tumultous maze of 
penny, nickel and dime snatching mechanical en- 

(Continued 
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CONEY ISLAND 


Both man and the elements have done a convul- 
sive job of cracking, chipping and crazing the iace 
of New York's principal summer watering hole. 
Virtually nothing i§ being done by private enter- 
prise to stem the decaying tide of Coney Island’s 
shabby carnival chaos. 





The resort is an architectural eyesore, a collection , 
of fleabitten, peeling .firetraps housing a motley | 


assortment of dubious games of skill and dispersing 
heavily fried, non-digestible comestibles. 

One of Coney's prominent eyesores, the old Muni- 
cipal Bath house at the approach to the seashore, 
now used for storage equipment of Commissioner 
Bob Moses’ Park Department, will be razed at the 
end of the summer thus marking the end of an 
historic structure. Once a handsome building, it 
now appears mangy and rotting and its disappear- 
ance will bring considerable lustre to the upcoming 
Aquarium site. 

If perhaps the rest of the Island's operators would 
follow the example set by Moses, Brooklyn’s mam- 
moth spa might gain in stature by drawing a better 
brand of business. Commissioner Moses has per- 
formed huge sanitary miracles on the beach and 
boardwalk. His dedicated workers have fought 
valiantly to teach the bathers how to behave at this 
more-crowded-than-the-Ganges-River spot. 

The Park Department is constantly improving the 
beachfront but no man, not even Moses, can call a 
halt on the number of visitors who come to the 
beachfront in search of relaxation. It continues to 
be a hellish place for a sensitive soul to make one’s 
way to the water’s edge. It is like breaking through 
a steaming jungle by machete. 

Moses’ Credo 
When the New York City Park Commissioner was 


Wald on Unspectacular Spectaculars 


Hollywood, June 19. 


Nothing is a joy forever and now that the novelty of home en- 
tertainment has worn off, television must learn—as Hollywood 


did— that selectivity is the key factor in entertainment. 


And 


the problem is particularly acute, opines Jerry Wald, in the case 
of the “unspectacular spectaculars.” 
Columbia exec producer feels that tv producers are in danger 


of crying “wolf” once too often. 


As a result, audiences have be- 


gun to develop the ho-hum attitude that obtained when Hollywood 
product was over-sold and over-emphasized by advertising out of 
proportion to the true worth of individual pictures. 








‘Trapeze Recalls Paris Circus to Scully 








Touchy ‘Rainbow’ 

A 25-year old song by Irving 
Caesar, originally written for 
Al Jolson, has now felt the 
heat of the race relations con- 
troversy in this country. 

Tune, titled “There Is No 
Color Line Around The Rain- 
bow,” was recorded by Maha- 
lia Jackson for Columbia Rec- 
ords, but the diskery thought 
it wiser to shorten the title to 
“|. Around The Rainbow.” 
Sammy Davis Jr., however, 





first given the job of modernizing Coney’s seashore, | 


a number of editorial writers thought he should 
not streamline the famous waterfront. “Human 
nature seems to demand at least ene place where 
you can still throw waxed papers on the beach and 
be damned to the man in a sailor hat who comes 
to pick it up,” an editor observed. 


Always raring for a verbal fight with dissidents, | 


on page 52) 





Berlin Film Festival's Strictly 


‘No Welcome’ For Communists 


Shabby Twins 


Continued from page 1 

















worn with 
corated 


simulated 


in zircon. Broadway has 





divided city next Friday (22), is| 


they can is comprised of John 





those innocents living in the far- 


| 


has indicated that he'd like to 
do the song, which has a toler- 
ance theme, for Decca. 


NO ‘LOST HORIZON’ 
MUSICAL FOR COL 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Nith the opening of “Shangri- 
La” on Broadway, Columbia has 
apparently cancelled its plans for a 
filmusical version of the James Hil- 
ton novel “Lost Horizon,” on which 
the Broadway show also is based. 
Columbia originally filmed the 
novel in 1936. 

Studio scheduled a 








Kohlmar as producer and Jule 
Styne and Leo Robin to turn out 








Codonas Were Scots—Aerialist Mother of 11— 
L. A. Statue Honors Lil Leitzel 


+ 


By FRANK SCULLY 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Is that so? Was the Cirque 
d‘Hiver a flea-and-rat-ridden 
circus” in Paris, as described by 
eritics reviewing “Trapeze,” the 
Lancaster-Curtis-Lollobrigida star- 
rer on which Hecht-Lancaster Proe 
ductions is spendingg $1,000,000 in 
exploitation? 

I'd always thought of it as a 
charming and colorful circus, for 
it was there that the Flying 
Codonas performed in life more 
thrillingly than any film can ever 
simulate. Alfredo, the greatest of 
the trio, did his triple somersault 


| 60 feet in the air, the only flyer 


up to that time ever to do it. He 
broke out of the spin and caught 
Lalo’s hand, for Lalo was the 
catcher and Alfredo and Victoria 
were the fliers. 

Except for Vicki they are all 
dead now and she never had a 
serious accident until some grand- 
cnildren slammed a car door on 
her hand recently and broke it. 

People remember a _ Codona 
being killed in Copenhagen in 1931 
when the rope holding her ring 


| broke and she plunged to death, 


| Leitzel. 


| 


| 


filmusical | but that was Alfredo’s wife, Lillian 
harness de-! version two years ago, listing Fred 


In Los Angeles’ Inglewood 
cemetery, there’s a statue in pure 
white Italian marble to her memo- 


Nothing has been done | Ts. It shows a winged angel lifting 
la girl trapezist up to him. 


It cost 


|has been shelved for at least the | $25,000 and it was Alfredo’s monu- 





By HAROLD MYERS s — gi Island in spades— | the score. 
; ——" dirty spades. jon it, however, and the property 
" gene ar Dept. of Coincidence It was George Jean Nathan, 
ate ae Psion. ee tare aie | Pittsburgh, June 19. speaking of Broadway, who ob-| foreseeable nape It does nt el 
year’s Berlin Film Festival, which | _ local threesome that gets {served that “fiction and legend, | Schedules for the Me ster sare 
opens in the Western sector of the together for lunch whenever working their wicked will upon | year or the first quarter of 1957. 
| 


rising to the occasion by attracting 
the top brass of the international 
film industry. In line with its new 
standing it is also receiving top 
grade support by personalities and 
product. 

The decision of the International 
Federation of Film Producers to 
grade Berlin as a Class A festival 


Pittsburgh 


ard Press, 


John, Metro exploiteer in this 
territory; John Johns, veteran 
Playhouse 
and John A. Johns, an artist 
on the afternoon Scripps-How- 


What they have in common 
should be quite obvious. 


ther reaches of the land, have con- 
verted what is one of the oldest, 
| cheapest and most thoroughly un- 
romantic streets in the whole world 
into a luxe avenue of fairyland.” 
Meanwhile Coney Island is 
| openly an eyesore. It is nostalgia 


actor, 








involves a change of procedure. 





Hitherto, films entered for the 
junket have been judged solely by 


public voting, but the  Inter- 
national’s rules require trial by | 
jury. They are, therefore, aiming 


to have it both ways and will give | 
awards in each of the two cate- 
gories 

Unlike Cannes and Venice, how- | in 
ever, the Berlin authorities do not 
open their screens to products 
from Eastern Europe. No entries 
are permitted from Russia, China 

(Continued on page 53) 


zuela, Sept. 13, 


Harry 


Cinerama to Venezuela 


Deal has been set for the open- |Coney is nightmare entombment 
ing of the first Cinerama theatre 
in South America. 

“This Is Cinerama,” first picture lrowdy but it can’t match the de-| 
the process, will open at the 
Teatro Del Esto in Caracas, Vene- spilling over to 8th Avenue which, 
it’s 
M. Kalmine, v.p. and gen- 


gone to seed, the Gay 90’s reduced 
|to its bare boards off which the 
| winds of time have blown the paint. 
among the sweating multitudes. 
\Its voice is loud and its manners 


that swirls 
today’s 


| generacy 
ledges of 


the 
Square, 


around 
Times 
by 


disclosed be the 


moral 


around 42-44 streets may 
;}most malodorous mixed-up 
isewer of the metropolis. 





eral manager of Stanley Warner. 


However, a good deal is being 








~| planned to improve Coney Island. 
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|A new $10,000,000 super-aquarium 
for one. But practically nothing 
jseems to be in prospect for the 
| improvement of Slime Square. It’s 
|a standoff most nights between the 
| police squad cars and the riffraff. 

Two stories by this writer which 
appear in the present issue repre- 
isent his (1) regular spring visit to 


6/20 


| 


| 
| 


|Coney, (2) a special 1956 stroll | 
{down Broadway and the adjacent 
| lanes. 


Old Film Festival 
At Westhampton, L. I. 


Westhampton, classy sister of 
song Island’s monied resort, 
Southhampton, will hold a Caval- 
cade of Film Classics this coming 
weekend, June 21-23. Antique cel- 
luloid will be unspooled at the 
local cinema and a gala ball will 
be given at the Bath & Tennis 
Club. 

Dubbed Motion Picture Hall of 
Fame and Barnumed by _ €Ear!l 
Blackwell of Celebrity Service, the 
| Long Island “Festival” of the past 
will draw military guards, search- 
lights and the usual trimmings, 

William S. Hart, Mary Pickford, 
Geraldine Farrar, Mabel Normand, 
Rudolph Valentino, Douglas Fair- 
banks and Joan Crawford (sic) are 
among the participants in the old- 


timers poll (of film critics) which | 


attends the event: 


Angeil’s 10% Discount 


Angel Records has come up with 
a discount deal for its summer 
|hypo plan. Diskery is offering a 
10% discount to dealers ordering 
a minimum of $400 in merchandise 
up to July 27. 

In addition, Angel is giving the 
dealers a 100% exchange privilege 
on all factory-sealed records. 











talk about it.” 


Todd insisted otherwise. 




















Mike Todd Around the Samovar 


Hollywood, June 19. 


Mike Todd took plane from here for Washington to confer with 
the Russian Embassy on a film project ‘so collosal I can’t even 
He discloses, however, that the U. S. State Dept. 
is filled in—it had publicly claimed on Todd’s previous “War and 
Peace” negotiations in Moscow that it was not informed, although 


Despite published statements in Moscow journals which clearly 
lay it on the line that the Tolstoy novel will follow the Soviet 
line as laid down Todd is sanguine that he can compromise the 
issue of editorial control of “War and Peace” and proceed with 
production as part of his five-film deal. 

Meanwhile Todd’s American film, “Around the World in 80 
Days” is booked to open Nov. 15 in a Moscow theatre. Trading off, 
Todd gets distribution rights to two USSR features, “Othello” 
is one. Title of other film, says Todd, “I can’t even pronounce.” 








ment to his wife. He himself has 
been buried there since 1937. 

The trio came from a family of 
circus people. Their mother was 
ar aerialist and managed to give 
birth to 11 children between shows. 
Today kids may wonder if a flying 
Codona isn’t an object from outer 
space, but for the first 30 years of 
this century and for many of the 
lest, among the most famous names 
in cipcus life were the Hannefards, 
star bareback riders; Hugo Zac- 

(Continued on page 61) 





Italians Out To 


Force-Draught 
Wobbly Features 


Rome, June 12. 

In an attempt to salvage the 
most from a slow 1955-56 season, 
in which Italian films reaped 
their lowest earnings in years in 
the home market, Jtalo producers 
and distributors have linked hands 
with exhibitors in a move to 


|squeeze the maximum number of 


dates for local product out of 
what remains of the season. Spe- 
cial attention will go to “suffer- 
ing” pix which have as yet re- 
ceived no dates at all. In addi- 
tion, an “Italian Film Week” 
scheduled for June 21-27 is slated 
to see Italo product played in all 
key situations throughout Italy, 
with screening time for foreign 
pix, even if booked, to be relin- 
quished by their distributors. 

This information was sent out 
by ANICA, the Italo Film Industry 
Assn., of which Yank companies 
are members. It raises certain vital 
questions regarding the Italian 
film quota law, as well as risking 
establishment of dangerous prece- 
dents regarding enforced screen- 
ing of Italian product. Hence, the 
MPEA office here has referred 
the whole matter to the New York 
board for a decision. 

Specifically, the ANICA letter 


advises that the campaign in favor 
of the Italian fitm Has been under- 


(Continued on page 61) 
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Fleischer, in $2,750,000 Suit, Claims 


His Shorts Can't 


Be Tied to TV Ads 





Max Fleischer, veteran cartoon + 
producer, this week plastered 
paramount, DuMont Broadcasting 
and others with a $2,750,000 suit 
because his shorts are being tele- 
yised “without proper credit and 
authority.” Action, filed in New 
York Supreme Court by attorney 
Stanley H. Handman, also seeks 
an injunction permanently re- 
straining the tv-ing of any of his 
shorts. ; 

Fleischer’s product, including 
the “Superman” and “Betty Boop” 
series, was among the shorts sold 
by Paramount to UM&M Corp., 


Zanuck Pact Okayed 


New York Federal Court 
Judge Thomas Aurielo last 
week approved terms of the 
new 20th-Fox contract under 
which Darryl F. Zanuck is to 
operate as an independent pro- 
ducer. 

Objections presented by four 
minority stockholders failed to 
take into account the “fair- 
ness and unreasonableness” of 
the contract, the jurist ruled. 








whose assets subsequently were 
taken over by National Telefilm 
Associates. His “Popeye” reelers 
were peddled to Eliot Hyman. 

Fleischer claims his product can- 
not be legally presented on tv in 
connection with commercial adver- 
tising and insists that the credits 
have been “altered and mutilated” 
with the result that his reputation 
has been damaged. 

In N. Y. this week the preducer 
stated it’s his intention to prevent 
“the improper exploitation of my 
reputation and the films which I 
produced.” He added: “In certain 
instances credits have been in- 
serted which mislead the public 
by giving credit to people who 
never had anything to do with the 
production of my films. I will not 
consent to being relegated to 
anonymity by allowing others to 
reap the artistic prominence and 
financial reward of my lifetime of 
creative work in the motion pic- 
ture field.” 


‘Didn't Know House Was 
On Fire Until I Read It 
In ‘Variety’: Crowther’ 


The “villain” himself never knew | 
he was being hissed until he read it 
in VarteTy. So states the N.Y. | 
Times film critic Bosley Crowther | 
whose comments on United Artists’ | 
“Trapeze” resulted in (a) UA| 
yanking the ads from the Times} 
(temporarily) and (b) most of New| 
York's film colony getting itself | 
pretty het up. 

Crowther made one comment: 

“There seems to be an iilu- 
sion that I am part of the film 
industry. I am not. I am part 
of the staff of a newspaper to 
whose management and read- 
ers I owé my loyalty.” 








There has been a widespread | 
tendency to characterize Crowther | 
as one who does not “love” films| 
and rejoices in panning them, 
especially if they’re highly touted. 
On that point Crowther offers no 
observations. 

(Related stores on page 5) 








Milwaukee Censors Agin | 


‘Crime’—It’s Detrimental | 

Allied Artists’ “Crime in the | 
Streets” this week was dealt a cen- 
Sorial uppercut in Milwaukee de- 
Spite the fact that the production’s 
Prototype, an original by Reginald 
Rose, who also did the screenplay, 
Stirred no such reaction at all 
When it was presented nationally 
on television via ABC-TV. 

Milw aukee Motion Picture Com- 
Mission, which is raising the ob-| 
jections, wants the town fathers to 
take legal steps to ban the film 
tom any further exhibition. 
Crime” opened firstrun at the 
Varner Theatre (Stanley Warner) 
but has yet to play any subsequent 

S. 


Valentine Welles, secretary of 
(Continued on page 6) 


Hal Wallis’ Stand 


Hollywood, June 19. 
Hal Wallis at request of Para- 
mount’s Y, Frank Freeman will 
Stant right for Jerry Lewis to 
1.2ke one picture solo but stresses 
'S contract for team to do three 

More features is in full force. 
ti Dean Martin as a straight roman- 
wc lead opposite Doris Day in 
ajama Game” separately pends. 








|ute documentary, and other prop- 


Par Is Financing 


Brando Pic 100%, 
On Basis of ‘Idea’ 


Paramount is financing 100% a 
feature whose producer has no pre- 
vious production credits and for 
which there is no story. Deal is 
with Pennebaker Films, owned by 
Marlon Brando, who's to star in 
the film when a script is penned. 
Producer is George Englund, 29- 
year-old son of veteran writer Ken 
Englund, and the writer is Stew- 
art Stern, 34, whose credits include 
“Rebel Without a Cause,” the 





Oscar-winning “Benjy,” a 40-min- 


erties. 
Englund said in New York this | 
week the project had its basis in| 
his introduction, through a friend, 
to the UN Technical Assistance 
program. He talked to Brando | 
about it and the decision was made | 
to follow through, the film to be 
Pennebaker’s ffirst. Stern was 
asked to handle the scribe end. 
Englund and Stern have just re- 
turned from a four-month tour of 
southeast Asia, where they re- 
searched the operations of the UN 
unit and dug into the potential 
drama for the screen. Under the 
UN’s TA program, specialists in 
the fields of medicine, agriculture, 
education, etc., are asked to travel 





to foreign lands to .provide en- 
lightenment concerning their spe- 
cial fields. 

Stern related that recently a 
Yank westerner was asked to visit 
Thailand to give counsel on agri- 

(Continued on page 6) 


PHLEBITIS SENDS 
GLETT ON LEAVE 








Hollywood, June 19. 

Charles I. Glett, exec veepee and | 
studio management head at RKO 
since studio was acquired by Gen- | 
eral Tire from Howard Hughes, is 
taking iengthy vacation to recover 
his health. For past eight weeks | 
Glett has been bedded with | 
phlebitis. 

Understood on return to harness 
Glett’s area of operations will be 
within General Teleradio orbit. May 
not be with RKO. He will, however, | 
remain officer of GT. 


Report More Layoffs 


The industry’s layoff axe is gain- 
ing momentum. Having 
sharply at Republic and at Warner | 
Bros. on the Coast, it is continuing | 
tc chip away at Loew’s Inc. and at | 
Loew's Theatres. 

A lull in production activity on | 
the Metro lot has resulted in a/| 
trimming operation in all depart- | 
ments. In addition, M-G has been 
slicing lower echelon personnel in 
the homeoffice and the exchanges. | 
Loew’s Theatres has also embarked 
orn an economy move, with lower | 
echelon staffers being the first vic- 
tims. There were some letouts last 
week in the publicity department, 
with one publicist and several of- 
fice boys being dropped. 

Additional layoffs by Metro on | 
the Coast is anticipated. Contin- 
gent of N. Y. brass is leaving for 
the Coast shortly to confer with 
studio officials to discuss overall 
economy measures. 








fallen | 





| cities 


| Much” 
|Third place goes to 





THEY, NOT AENTS Film Men Stick to Conviction 
Admissions Don't Keep ‘Em Out; 


$2.40 Common on Broadway 


UP STARS PAY 


Hollywood, June 19. 


Banks, not agents, are to blame 
for soaring salaries of star per- 
formers, agent Iugo Preminger con- 
tended yesterday (Mon.) in credit- 
ing the operation of writers’ agents 
with materially aiding the develop- 
ment of the present independent 
production field. There’s no ques- 
tion that salaries are often too 
high, he added, making it impos- 
sible for the average indie to pitch 
for a top name. 

“The banks are to blame,” he 
stated flatly. “A producer takes a 
fine script to a bank for financing 
and they won't even read _ it. 
They’re only interested in one 
thing—who’s in it. And if the pro- 
ducer can’t come up with a top 
name, very often he can’t get fi- 
nancing. Banks aren’t interested 
in developing new players, fresh 
talent, which is supposedly within 
the realm of the indie, so stars’ 
high salaries hold and continue to 
rise.” 

Preminger, who specializes in 
the creation of indie packages and 
the functioning as consultant and 
assistant to indie producers, cur- 
rently is involved in the operation 
of three indie units. These include 
Carlyle Productions, headed by 
Otto Preminger; The Associates 
and Aldrich Co., headed by Rob- 
ert Aldrich; and Paul Henreid’s 
outfit. He concentrates particu- 
larly upon the _ discovery and 
buildup of new writing talent. 

“It takes fresh, sincere talent to 
bring new stories, new characters, 
new settings, new problems to the 
home and theatre screens,” he said. 
“Of course, experienced profes- 
sional writers are essential in 
adapting and shaping the majority 
of the literary materials that 
movies and tv use, but a constant 
infusion of new writing talent is 
more essential than ever. 

“An agent who merely shuffles 
around a list of already established 
writers and fails to devote a sub- 
stantial proportion of his time to 
seeking out and helping to develop 





Actor Versatility 


German actors get around in 
their profession. 

When he appeared in ‘“Can- 
aris,” Martin Held, noted Ber- 
lin stage actor, played Heid- 
rich, Himmler’s dread Gestapo 
executioner. 

In his current assignment, 
*“Friederike von Barring,” he 
plays a German Jewish refugee 
who flees Hitler and comes to 
New York. 











new movie and tv writers is not 
fulfilling his obligations to the 
business that gives him his liv- 
ing.” 


An agent’s responsibility to the 


(Continued on page 13) 


_ National Boxoffice Survey 


New Product Ups Biz; ‘Bhowani’ No. 1, Stewart 2d, ! 
‘Searchers’ 3d, ‘Wonders’ 4th, ‘Okla.’ 5th | 


Some is | 


boosting 


new, strong 
takes in 


covered by 


product 
several key 
VaRIETY this 
round. However, exhibs continue 
to complain that there are not 
enough topflight pix to go around, 
and, hence, -they are suffering at 
the wickets. Hot weather, some 
tv competition and economic con- 
ditions also are blamed, latter 
mainly in Detroit where many men 
are laid off at auto plants. 

New boxoffice champ currently 
is “Bhowani Junction” (M-G),; 
which was a big second-place win- | 
ner last stanza. Second money is 
going to “Man Who Knew Too 
(Par), third a week ago. 
“Searchers” 
(WB), which was No. 1 last session. 

“7 Wonders of World” (Indie) is | 
capturing fourth position, same as 
last frame. ‘Oklahoma” (Magna) 
continues to hold in fifth spot as 
a week ago. “Crime in Streets” 
(AA) is winding up sixth. 





;was banned as (racially inciting) for 
_- = |some 40 years but became eligible 
indie also encompasses the search | tg play Ohio when the state cen- 


1 (UA) 
irent round. “Animal World” (WB), 


| ville. 


| to 





“Toy Tiger’ (U), just out this | 
week, is capturing seventh place. | 
“Safari” (Col), although uneven, is | 
showing enough to finish eighth. | 
“Autumn Leaves” (Col), also a bit | 
spotty, is taking ninth pesnien. | 
“Proud Ones” (20th) is struggling 
to wind up 10th. 

“Foreign Intrigue’ (UA) is show- | 
ing enough to take llth money. | 
“D-Day” (20th) is dropping down | 
to 12th slot. ‘‘Ladykillers’’ (Cont) | 
and “Gaby” (M-G) are the runner- | 
up pix in that order. 

“Proud and Profane” (Par) andj 


Eric Johnston's 
Gladhand Tours 
Of US. Papers 


Eric A. Johnston, president of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, and four or five reps of 
both the production and home- 
office ends of the business will 
tour the country for the purpose 
of strengthening the industry's 
press relations under a program 
now being blueprinted in New 
York. 

Proposal, advanced by the ad- 
pub committee of the MPAA and | 

(Continued on page 53) 


‘BIRTH OF A NATION’ 
N.S.G. IN PLAYDATES 


Columbus, June 19. 

Practicing journalistic candor, 
the bulletin of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio which 
originally touted “The Birth of a/| 
Nation” as a book bet now reports 
film hasn’t done well in small town 
dates. 

D. W. Griffith’s Dixiecrat classic 





sorship set up was knocked out. 








“Trapeze’ 
big future b.o. winners. “‘Profane” 
is terrific in N. Y. and sock in L. A. | 
“Trapeze,” which teed off so big in|} 
N. Y. and L. A., started even more 
impressively in Chi, wher it broke | 
the house record opening day. | 
Initial week there is racking up a| 
mighty figure. 

“Flying Saucers” (Col), only fair | 
terrific | 





in Denver, is making a 
ishowing in L. A. “Nightmare” 


looms disappointing in cur- 


fair in Seattle, looks fair in Louis- ||| 


“Catered Affair” 


mild currently. “Screaming | 
Eagles” (AA) shapes moderate in 
two spots. “23 Paces to Baker St.” | 

| 


(20th), also fairly new, is so-so in || 


Toronto, slow in Denver and Seat-| 


tle and mild in Omaha. “Rawhide | 
Years” (U), smash in Chi, is good | 


in N. Y. and Pitt. {| 


“Great Locomotive Chase” (BV) | 
did not do as well as expected in| 
preem week in Chi. “Target! 
Zero” (WB) is drab in Balto. 

“Bold and Brave” (RKO) is rated | 
fancy in Omaha. “Hot Blood” | 
(Col) looms cool in Toronto. 

“Cockleshell Heroes” (Col), so- 
so in K. C., is lean in N. Y. “Un- 
identified Flying Objects” (UA), | 
fair in N. Y., shapes mild in L. A., 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports On 

Pages 8-9) 


i] 
(UA) loom as potentially | | 


(M-G), | | 
nice in Frisco, shapes solid in N.Y. || 
and Washington. a 

“Leather Saint” (Par) still is fair | || 


+ Motion pictures may have ceased 


as the “poor man’s entertainment” 
but the public isn’t rebelling. The 
tallest prices in the country are 
posted on Broadway, where most 
first-runs are scaled to a $2-to- 
$2.40 top and one, the Rivoli, climbs 
to $3.50. 

Theatremen in the area and dis- 
tributors who share in the boxoffice 
returns underline that a preferred 
picture draws the crowds regard- 
less of the tariff. Only in the case 
ot the Rivoli’s run of “Oklahoma” 
was Over-pricing determined as a 
b. o. deterrent. The $3.50 maxi- 
mum is continuing on weekends 
and holidays but has been cut for 
midweek. “This Is Cinerama” and 
“Cinerama Holiday” never had 
trouble drawing capacity audiences 
at a $2.80 top. 

A big change on Gotham’s Main 
Stem, say the trend spotters, is 
the disappearance of the transient 
customer. Theatregogers now set 
out for a specific film and only this 
will they buy. The passer-by who, 
in past might have casually 

(Continued on page 15) 


Granada Angling for WB 
3757, in Associated Brit.; 
Semenenko Deal a Factor 


London, June 19. 

Completion of the Serge Semen- 
enko deal for the acquisition of 
Warner Bros. control will cue ac- 
tive bidding for WB’s 3714°% 
ownership of Associated British 
Pictures Corp. Cecil Bernstein, 
member of the circuit’s board, con- 
firmed that talks already have be- 
gun. 

Granada, headed by Sidney Bern- 
stein, reportedly made an earlier 
offer (and WB was willing to un- 
load), but declined to pay the book 
value of $8,000,000 for the stock. 

WB originally entered the ABPC 

(Continued on page 16) 
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TV Just A Piker As Film B.0. Competitor 








25,000,000 Americans in Recreational Boating 
20,000,000 Have Bowling Addiction 
| Amateur Photography & Stamps Grip Myriads 
{| House-and-Yard Puttering at New High 


} 








Chicago, June 19. 
Recent surveys of what-happened-to-the-boxoffice sug- 
gest that a mass migration of families from cities to 
suburbs and a veritable epidemic of home-building and 
home-fixing have drastically crimped amusements and 
—in combination with another household expense, tele- 
vision— have been especially costly to the film industry. 


Where do people go nowadays for fun? Very often they 
go home. The data on hobbies and homecrafts spell 
out part of the story. There has also been a phenomenal 
growth of new and old participant sports, skindiving as 
a sample of the one and golf's census of 3,500,000 active 
enthusiasts for another. Golfing Magazine asserts they 
pony up $200,000,000 a year for the game. 

Despite the evidences of current ‘softening’ ’along 
the economic front, this era has seen a tremendous growth 
in the general public’s exchequer and time for play. Just 
last week the Commerce Dept. revealed that in April 
personal incomes hit the record-smashing annual rate 
of $317,000,000,000. 

This means that Arno H. Johnson, veepee and research 
director for the J. Walter Thompson ad agency, will have 
to upgrade proportionately his “discretionary spending 
power” statistics. Last year his sliderule told him the 
public had a spending “surplus” of $145,000,000,000 over 
and above that needed for the basie necessities. That 
now obsolete ’55 figure was nearly five and a half times 
greater than the °40 spending “surplus” of $26,900,000,000. 


By FARRELL DAVISSON 


since °46 for tv sets and devotes countless hours staring at 
them. But to lay all the blame for the boxoffice blues 
on this electronic branch of the entertainment industry 
is an oversimplification. 

Bowling is blooming. In ’46 industry estimates had 
somewhere between 12-15,000,000 bowlers. Today the 
estimate is close to 20,000,000, and these keglers spend, 
it’s reckoned by trade sources, over $250,000,000 a yearly 
for equipment, lane fees, etc. 

Amateur photography and, guess what, philately, rank 
No. 1 and*2 as the nation’s favorite hobbies. Appar- 
ently there are no overall statistics on the camerabugs’ 
shellout for their gadgetry, but it’s been calculated by 
the Wall St. Journal that the 25,000,000 color lensers 
spent $100,000,000 a year for film processing alone. Same 
publication figures the 12,000,000 stamp collectors spend 
between $50-100,000,000 yearly on their pastime. 





| Crazy Over Boats | 


That’s chickenfeed? Take then the kingsized set of 
data served up by the National Assn. of Engine & Boat 
Manufacturers. It asserts that $1,100,000,000 was spent 
at the retail level last year for new boats, hardware, fuel, 
maintenance and all the so-ons every amateur salt is 
familiar with. It also calculated there are over 25,000,000 
persons involved in recreational boating. Postwar growth? 
In 47 there were 2,440,000 pleasure craft; today the fleet 
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for fishing tackle. Year before the fishers and hunters 
doled out $76,000,000 for state licenses. The Bicycjg 
Institute of America wheels in with a report there ave 
now over 22,000,000 pedalists roundabout. There aye 
20,000,000 table tennis fans who last year invested $8009 . 
000 in their sport. And the army of for-fun archers tops 
2,000,000. 
| Swimming Pools 4 
| 

Practically out of the luxury class and into the Mass 
market are home swimming pools with an estimated 
30,000 due to be dug this year at a cost of $325,000.000. 

The “we just love to putter around the house and yarq" 
clientele adds up to big business for the power too] and 
carpentry equipment makers. The Do-It-Yourself Infor. 
mation Bureau figures these amateurs who spend their 
spare time fixing up the homestead layout $7,000 000.009 
a year for tools and material. 

Their green thumbs cost the nation’s 40,000,000 home 
gardeners nearly $1,500,000,000 last year for plants, seeds 
and tools, according to Seed World. The figure is ex. 
pected to double by ’59. 

There’s even an eXpensive and time-consuming side. 
bar to the homecrafts statistic. The American Liabil- 
ity Insurance Co. figures there are 300,000 disabling 
accidents suffered yearly by the tyro fix-it-uppers. 
The populace shells out really big money getting away 

from it all. The vacation industry expects to gross 








Couple that stratospheric pile of “discretionary” coin, 
out of which presumably the funseekers make their ex- 
the 40-hour work week has 
have 


penditures, with the fact 
become commonplace and you 
“leisure class” unique in history. 


Granted the biggest villian is that show biz upstart— 
television. The citizenry has laid out over $12,500,000,000 


‘Greatest Novel Ever Written 


numbers o 


a well-heeled mass 


ver 5,500,000. 


$20,000,000,000 this semester. 
Round out the above figures with the additional mil. 





Fishing and Biking 


l lions being spent for such latter-day leisure time killers 





The National Sports Goods Assn, says its industry hit 
It’s estimated the 306,000,- 
000 nimrods nicked the family budgets for $150,000,000 


the $1,200, 


But Apart From This Puff, for Tolstoy, Paramount 


Sells ‘War & Peace’ 


By picture business standards, 
Paramount is going soft on the 
campaign for ‘‘War and Peace,” its 
biggest entry so far this year. The 
Tolstoy tome is billed as_ the 





‘greatest novel of all times” but 
the Ponti-DeLaurentiis production, 
made in association and being dis- | 
tributed by Paramount, receives no 
“claim” support at all. 

Par is now launching a_ poster 
campaign—24 sheets on 2,500 
boards at strategic arterial spots— 
and this represents a budget item 
of $100,000. Two different posters 
are used, one of the teaser type 
and the other a pictorial layout 
with billing. First carries no claims 
ai all; second describes the book as 
the ‘greatest’ und conveys that} 
“W & P” is “now a motion pic-| 
ture.” 

On the basis of 
indications it’s clea: that Par in- 
tends to refrain from the usual 
hyperbole throughout its entire sell 
of the picture. Which, of course, 
could lead to a major switch from 
the pattern of film promotion 
which has been followed through | 
the years, 


this and other 


Many execs in the trade are be- | 
coming wary of the “over sell,” | 
particularly in this era when all | 
companies have expensive produc- | 
tions to offer. It’s increasingly be- | 

(Continued on page 53) | 


| 
N. Y. to Europe 
Kurt Baum 
Robert Clary 
Jackie Decaux 
Vera Ellen 
Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Howard Freedman 
Jeffrey Hayden 
Fred Hift 
Rock Hudson 
Vic Hyde 
William B. Jaffe 
George Jessel 
Deborah Kerr 
Edwin Knopf 
Buddy Pepper 
Peggy Phillips 
Eva Marie Saint 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Barnard Strauss 
Joan Tyler 





|has director Stanley Donen 


| Seine 
| Tower, 
ltime, were switched to night, and 


| Astaire 


Without Hyperbole 





JUNE IN PARIS 
Bad Weather at $20,000 Daily 
Overhead Plagues ‘Funny Faces’ 
Paris, 


June 19. 


Paramount's “Funny Face” crew | 


is wearing a frown as Paris weath- 
er refuses to cooperate and re- 


|mains obstinately cloudy. In to do 


a musical rubberneck scene to 
wind up the pic, the bad weather 
Edgy 
and producer Roger Edens 
vous since the production 
$20,000 a day cost. Some scenes 
have been made in the rain and 
grayness, but no word on them has 
come through yet trom the U. S. 
where they have to be sent 
processing. 

Scenes with Audrey Hepburn, 
Fred Astaire and Kay Thompson 
have them on a typical tourist tour 


has a 


of the Paris highlights .with danc- 


Dame, on the 
before the Eiffel 
Some scenes, to save 


before Notre 
bridges, 
etc. 


ing 


even a lyric about bright and sun- 
ny skies had to be changed. Tons 
of dry sod are on hand for various 
scenes in which Miss Hepburn and 
dance around a little 
church in the country. 





Greenthal to West Coast 


the | 
same name, 
leaves today (Wed.) for Hollywood. 


Monroe 
advertising 


Greenthal, star of 


agency of 


Will consult with independent 
film producers on their advertising 
Campaigns, on both the national 
and on the local ievel. 


Europe to N. Y. 
Milton Biow 
Walter Branson 
Noel Coward 
Anthony Dearden 
Morton Downey 
Drummond Drury 
Abel Green 
F. S. Hutchinson 
Ilya Lopert 
Ethel Mermon 
Coe Norton 
Douglas Seale 
Marti Stevens 


ner- | 


for | 


000 mark last year. 


Chesapeake Loses Anew; 
Court Dismisses Action 
Vs. Selznick Organization 


| Appellate Division of the 
York Supreme Court this week up- 
held a lower court’s decision dis- 
missing a $100,000 damage suit in- 
stituted by Chesapeake Industries 
against Selznick Releasing Organ- 
ization. Complaint involved dis- 


nick and Eagle Lion Classics, one- 
time unit of Chesapeake. 
| was no violation of such 
ments as had been 
| Chesapeake, ruled the tribunal. 





in court. 


fit lost 
| against 


a $15,000,000 antitrust suit 
the Loew’s and RKO cir- 
cuits in N. Y. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Pier Angeli 
Chuck Bernard 
Francis X. Bushman 
Carol Channing 
Cyd Charisse 
Betty Comden 
Gordon Connell 
Melissa Connell 
Jack Diamond 
Jim Eddy 
Eva Gabor 
L. Wolfe Gilbert 
Don Gillin 
Samuel Goldwyn 
Adolph Green 
Don Hartman 
Leland Hayward 
Arthur Hornblow Jr. 
Danny Kaye 
Michael Kidd 








Maurice King 
Joshua Logan 
Tony Martin 
Andrew McLaglen 
George Nader 
Daniel T. O’Shea 
George Ratt 

Fred Robbins 
Jerome Robbins 
Miklos Rosza 
Jule Styne 

John L. Toohey 
Claire Trevor 
‘lara Kimball Young 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Julie Bennett 
Joseph Calleia 
Wilbur Clark 
Jean Dalrymple 
Martin S. Davis 
Morey Goldstein 
Irving Hamada 
Robert Lantz 
Frank Sennes 


| Frank King 
| 





Max E, Youngstein 
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New | 
jto shutter... 
/opens next week. 
| but no replacement available . . 
| film “Typee, 


There | 
agree- | 
claimed by | 


|} women are a little hazy. 





as hi-fi units, backyard barbecue layouts, sport cars and 
paperback books, to name but a few. The aggregate un- 
derscores the substantial amount of money being fun- 
nelled into non-showbiz forms of diversion. 
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New York Sound Track } 


a A A A i ie in i i tl 


Heavy overhead with its vaude-film policy may force the Palace 
The Roxy is simply marking time until “King and |” 
Current “D Day—Sixth of June” didn’t hold up 
. John Huston can’t figure where to 
now that Tahiti is ruled out because of adverse weather 
conditions and inadequate facilities. Could do it on that island, sure, 
but the expense would be murderous . . . Writer Paddy Chayefsky, 


” 


tribution agreements between Selz-| director Delbert Mann and Hecht-Lancaster production manager Rich- 


ard McWhorter in huddles here anent “Bachelor Party.” It was Chayef- 
sky’s ‘‘Marty” via H-L that triggered the rush to picturize tv properties, 
none of which looks like the boxoffice success which ‘‘Marty”’ proved 
... The significance escapes us in the title change of ‘‘Twelve Angry 


| Men” to “12 Angry Men.” 
These aren’t Chesapeake’s days | 
Last week the same out-/! 


Ad-pub director of a leading department store has the wires so 
hooked up that he can listen in on all telephone conversations involy- 
ing members of his department ... VartetTy’s Fred Hift off to Lon- 
don, the Berlin Film Fest, Paris and other spots on the Continent... 
Science-fiction films proving the darlings of the boxoffice. Even some 
in the pintsize-budget category getting a play by major circuits .. 
Russell Downing hosting a cocktailery at the Music Hall today (Wed. 
for Kim Novak, Victoria Shaw and George Sidney. Their “Eddy Duchin 
Story” bows at the house tomorrow. 

G. Degois, Director General of the French Customs Services, has 
told his minions at borders, depots, ports and airfields to continue 
“tact, eciciency and good humor” and urges personnel to “perfect 
themselves more and more in the speaking of foreign languages’ 
all of which should interest the big-travellers of show biz. 

Although recently hailed in Manhattan as a discovery, the cafe singer 
Roberta Sherwood, currently at the Copacabana, developed a big fol- 
lowing of film and other showfolk last winter at Miami Mori 
Krushen, United Artists exploitation chief and a former VARIETY 
staffer was among those whose glowing accounts preceded the singer 
to town ... Dimitri Tiomkin and Albertine Rasch (Mrs. T) joint auto- 
biog, “Glissandro and Pas De Dieux,” will be published by G. P 
Putnam, ... 

Solly Baiano, vet casting director at the Warner studio, has beet 
given a new exec talent post which will have him making periodi¢ 
treks around the country auditioning prospects at little theatres, 
drama schools and among semi-pro theatrical groups. 

Universal has hired Sindlinger & Co. to survey the effect of its pub- 
ad campaign for ‘“‘Away All Boats.” Sindlinger outfit discovered thal 
the majority of men questioned know about the picture but that the 

U’s objective now is to attract the distatiers 

. Attorneys Irving Hamada and Ely Hoppenfeld are heading to te 
Coast to examine Eddie Cantor relating to the $2,225,000 suit brought 
by taxicab driver Sam Silverman charging piracy on the “Maxie te 
Taxi” routines used by Cantor on his tv show several years ago . -: 
“The Pistachio Touch,” first novel by Metro tradepress contact Bill 
Ornstein, is being considered for pictures and magazine serializatio 

Frances Bergen, wife of Edgar Bergen, is enroute to Germany 
where she will make her film debut in Universal’s “Interlude,” starrins 
June Allyson and Rossano Brazzi . . . Elia Kazan’s Newtown Produc 
tions will be the first company to use the facilities of Gold Medal 
Studios (the old Biograph Studios in the Brenx) for the filming of Budd 
Schulberg’s ‘‘A Face in the Crowd.” Interior shooting begins late ts 
summer ... Reader’s Digest took full page ad in Wall St. Journal 
quoting Universal prexy Milton R. Rackmil on film company’s use ° 
all editions (domestic and international) of magazine to plug “AWé@! 
All Boats.” It’s first time film company has used all editions of t" 
Digest ... French Film Office and Jean Goldwurm pouring for Fren ! 
film star Martine Carol and her husband, director Christian Jaqu® 
at the Little Carnegie tomorrow (Thurs.). ft launches campaign ol 
bringing over French film personalities for introduction to U. S. auc! 
ences ... Joseph Mankiewicz’s Figaro Inc. has moved into larger quar’ 
ters . . . Metro’s “Somebody Up There Likes Me,” film biograp)y 
Rocky Graziano, will have its world premiere in San Francisco July 3 .:’ 

“Land of the Bible,’ documentary on Israel, entered at the Bel!” 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Manhattan Film Row Pros and Cons 


Crowther Vs. Youngstein Situation 


United Artists resumed “Tra-+ 


peze”’ advertising in the New York 
Times with a quarter-page inser- 
tion Sunday (17) that reproduced 
in its entirety reviewer Arthur 
Knight's all-out rave notice nent 
the Hecht-Lancaster production in 
the Saturday Review. But the inci- 
far from closed—that’s for 


dent is 

-_ ” 
UA’s pulling of “Trapeze 

ads in the Gotham daily, as 

a result of its critic's, Bosley 


wther’s, devastating raps of the 
set off as much trade talk as 
the Warners’ defiance of the N. Y. 
Daily News in the halcyon days of 
Captain Joseph A, Patterson 20 
years ago. wi 
The trade talk—among exhibitors 
and distributors and particularly 
the advertising-publicity fraternity 
—was critical of both Crowther 
and Max E. Youngstein, UA v.p. 
Jt was nearly unanimously felt 
that Youngstein had a legitimate 
beef over the Crowther crack that 
a film such as “Rififi’’ could prove 
the salvation of the _ industry, 
whereas “Trapeze” is strictly the 
negative approach. They underline 
that “Rififi,” a French import, 
though doing well in N. Y., will 
have little bearing on the overall 
industry economic scheme of 
things, whereas “Trapeze” is an 
important boxoffice entry, one of 
the top ones of the current season, 
But with barely a few exceptions, 
the onlookers said they feel Young- 
stein’s withdrawal of the ads was 
impulsive and ill-advised, that he 
could prove or accomplish nothing 
but perhaps invite general press 
(Continued on page 16) 


Qpen-Valve Push 





For ‘King and I’ 


Hoping to cash in quickly on the 
momentum of the national bally, 
20th-Fox is placing “The King and 
I” in all exchange cities in the 
U. S. and Canada before the end 
of July. This will give the com- 
pany a total of 38 bookings from 
the end of June to the end of July. 
The film will have simultaneous 
premieres in New York and Holly- 
wood on June 28, the N. Y. bow 
being for the benefit of the Police 
Athletic League and the Coast one 
for the UCLA Medical Center. 


Prior to the official bow, 20th will 
expose the film to the press and 
motion picture industry at a spe- 
tial 10:30 a. m. showing June 28 
at the Roxy, N. Y. Picture, 20th’s 
top blockbuster entry of the year, 
is being backed by a hefty pub-ad- 
exploitation drive. 

A six-day radio campaign, em- 
Ploying all stations in the Gotham 
market, was launched Saturday 
(23) with 1,100 10-second spot an- 
nhouncements calling attention to 
the Roxy opening. On Sunday (23), 
Ed Sullivan gave the film a sendoff 
on his tv show via a Rodgers & 
Hammerstein salute featuring a 
Special 10-minute filmed sequence. 

“The King and I” is 20th’s sec- 
ond entry in CinemaScope 55, the 
first being R&H’s “Carousel.” 





Goldwyn Heads Overseas 
Samuel Goldwyn, accompanied 
»y Mrs. Goldwyn, is enroute to 
New York from the Coast on the 
first leg of his three-month trip to 
urope for the European openings 
of “Guys and Dolls.” 


Picture, which Metro is releas- 
ng, will have dual European pre- 
mieres in Brussels and: Antwerp, 
Belgium on July 20. The Gold- 
Wyns will be in Belgium in advance 
and during the premieres and then 
Will visit European cities for the 
8eneral openings. Before sailing 
On the Queen Mary on July 5, 
Goldwyn will meet with Metro ex- 
€cutives in New York. 





f Bernie Lewis now publicizing 
ulltime for Kingsley International. 





Press & Film Angles 


Fuss stirred by the United 
Artists-New York Times “in- 
cident” has served to spotlight 
the relationship between the- 
atremen and the press in many 
areas around the country. Ex- 
hibs have sent delegations to 
publishers pointing up the fact 
that pan reviews often vitiate 
the effect of film advertising, 
Press proprietors lent a sym- 
pathetic ear and offered to 
simply cease publication of the 
notices. The exhibs accepted 
and like it fine. 

Among the larger towns 
whose papers do not appraise 
pictures are Albany, New 
Haven and Jacksonville. Chi- 
cago theatre owners, led by 
Balaban & Katz, have a long- 
standing unwritten agreement 
concerning advertising. No Chi 
ad ever quotes from a review, 
national or local. Hasn't in 
years, 











Lem Jones’ Exit 
Tips 20th Sales 
Absorb Shorts 


subjects, 
manager 


Lem Jones, _ shorts 
newsreel and 16m sales 
for 20th-Fox, has resigned 
the company and is leaving July 1. 
Jones had helmed the division 
since 1953. 

It’s understood that 20th plans 
to abolish the shorts department, 
merging it with the general sales 
department under sales’ topper 
Alex Harrison. 

Jones has no immediate plans. 
He reportedly has received a siz- 
able settlement from 20th where 
he started in March of 1945 as exec 
assistant to prexy Spyros P. 
Skouras. He was named to head 
up the shorts and newsreel section 
in 1953. 

Jones’ departure has cued ru- 
mors of additional exec changes at 
20th, but none could be confirmed. 





“RAFIFI’ C-RATED 


Film Touted By Crowther Too 
Cordial To Muggs 








‘Rififi,’”’ French import which fig- 
ured in the controversy involving 
the New York Times and United 
Artists, has been blasted by the 
National Legion of Decency. The 
United Motion Picture Organiza- 
tion release was given sub-head 
billing in a Times piece by Bosley 
Crowther as the type of film which 
could “save” the industry, where- 
as UA’s “Trapeze” was not. 

Without commenting on the in- 
dustry’s salvation, the Catholic re- 
viewing group gave “Rififi” a ‘“C” 
rating, meaning condemned, and 
noted: “This film is of low moral 
tone throughout. It over-empha- 
sizes and glamorizes criminals and 
criminal activities in such a way as 
to arouse undue sympathy. Fur- 
thermore,. it contains material 
morally unsuitable for entertain- 
ment motion picture theatres and 
seriously offends Christian and tra- 
ditional standards of morality and 
decency.” 





Alexander Brothers Back 


Into Theatrical Filming 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Anglo-American co - production 
deal on “The Emperor's Snuffbox” 
has been set by Max and Arthur 
Alexander with William Gell, head 
of Britain’s Monarch Films. British 
director Compton Bennett will 
helm. 

Alyexander Brothers, who gave 
up film production seven years 
ago to begin distributing feature 
films for tv, are setting up a new 
firm for the venture, 


UNMATED-GRAETZ 


By FRED HIFT 


Industry in France, as well as 
in the U. S., is facing a “crisis of 
intelligence,” says French produ- 
cer Paul Graetz, currently in New 
York with “‘The Doctors” which he 
made for Columbia release. 

Graetz also is negotiating a re- 
lease deal for his upcoming “Bitter 
Victory,” which rolls next January 
with Nicholas Ray directing. Pic 
revolves around a British raid on 
German headquarters at Bengasi 
during World War II. It'll be 
filmed in the African desert. 

Graetz, who has produced some 
of the outstanding French pix of 
the past (“Devil in the Flesh,” 
“God Needs Men,” etc.), said this 
“crisis of intelligence” was serious, 
being reflected not only in the pic- 
tures being made, but also in the 
methods used to stimulate audi- 
ence interest. “The worm is turn- 
ing,” he said. “Audiences are wak- 
ing up. But the industry isn’t.” 

Noting the increasing conflict 
between ‘‘art’ and ‘‘business,” 
Graetz commented: ‘You can’t set 
out to make a ‘commercial’ picture, 
and nothing else. The ingredient 
that sells a picture is quality and 
artistic integrity. It communicates 
itself to the audience.” In this con- 
nection he deplored the standards 
set by the “front offices” in Holly- 
wood in judging the likely success 
of a script. 





| 


| 


from | 





“They have these stereotyped 
ideas of what a picture should be 
and what it must have to appeal,” | 
he commented. “Deviate from it, 
and immediately the story comes | 
under suspicion. How wrong those | 
front office geniuses can be has | 
been proven often enough. Just | 

(Continued on page 6) 








Bing Crosby Gets 
Into the Echo 





Hollywood, June 19. 





It is the indie film producer | 
who will loom more and more im- 
portant in the industry in the | 
future, and there will likely be | 
more shooting abroad by the in- | 
dies in an effort to cut costs, 
opined Bing Crosby. The _ star 


gloomily averred “the film indus- 
try has lost its permanence, its 
solidity, its foundation,” as he | 
pointed to recent sales of major 
studios, unloading of backlogs to 





television, and the sagging box- 
office. 

Crosby blamed the industry in 
part for its plight, declaring it | 


has failed to develop new stars. | 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Youngstein Feels Better Already 
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@ New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Thanks for the space on what 
nas been mildly referred to as my | 
difference of opinion with Bosley} 
Crowther. 

These situations are, at best, dif- 
ficult to handle. The easiest thing 
in the world is to follow the -ad- 
vice of many people and do ab- 
solutely nothing. “Just let it pass, 
just let it pass,” is what they tell 
you. Following this advice has 
many advantages. Number one is 
you don’t get into trouble with 
anyone, Number two, it automa- 
tically makes you an _ industry 
statesman and diplomat. I will be 
the last to deny that in many cases, 
I have followed exactly such ad- 
vice, but in this case, there are 
certain extenuating circumstances 
which account for the action I took. 

I strongly respect freedom for 
the critic, but I do not believe he 
ought to use his position to relieve 
himself of personal bitterness and 
frustration. The tone of Bosley’s 
review, and the words he used, 
went in my opinion, far beyond the 
egitimate area ot motion picture 








+ 





Paper Extols Its Critic 
St. Louis, June 19. 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Pu- 
litzer) sole p.m. paper here 
adopted a new method of 
defending its legit and film 
critic, Myles Standish. Using 
a promotional ad 2 columns 
wide and 60 inches deep paper 


crowed, “He calis ‘'em as he 
sees ’em.,” 
Copy continued, in part: 


“Quick to laud a good show, 
he’s just as quick to pan a bad 
one. As a result, Standish has 
been called all kinds of things, 
from the harsh and indignant 
to “the George Jean Nathan 
of St. Louis.”” Whether you 
agree with him or not, you'll 
find his reviews provocative, 
outspoken and pungent. 


Downbeat Reports 
Hurt Exhib Pitch 
For Bank Backing 


Recent 














reports of a_ boxoffice | 


‘slump as well as comments blam- 


ing sloppy theatre operation as a} 
cause (Tom Pryor’s story in the 
N. Y. Times, for example) are mak- | 
ing it more difficult for theatres 
to obtain bank loans for needed 
improvements, exhibitor leaders | 
have charged. 

Exhibitors, it is noted, are meet- | 
ing more and more resistence | 
from their local banks when they 
apply for loans or mortgage re- 
newals. ‘After all,” said one ex- 
hibitor official, ‘the bankers read 
the newspapers.” 

As a res't of the tightening in 
bank coil heatremen are appeal- 


ing to Federal agencies for sup- 
port. Specifically they want the 
Small Business Administration to 


include theatres in the scope of its 
lending operation. At _ present, 
the Small Business Administration 
excludes amusement industries ex- | 
cept in the case of emergencies as 
the recent Connecticut and New | 
York floods which destroyed the- | 
atre properties. 

In the recent Senate Small 
Business Subcommittee hearings, 
exhibitors requested Congress that 
theatres be included within the op- 
eration of the Small Business Ad- 
ministration, 








criticism, This was not only my) 
opinion. I received at least two 
dozen calls from people in the in-| 
dustry the morning after the re-| 
view broke. 

We, of-course, make no bones) 
about the fact that we were} 
tremendously disappointed in} 
Crowther’s review and that we just 
couldn’t understand it. We don’t 
deny that we are, naturally, pre- 
judiced in our opinions. This is,} 
after all, a picture in which -we 
have in negative, prints and adver- 
tising, $5,000,600 and we expect it} 
to be the biggest grosser in the, 
history of United Artists. 

My decision to cut the ads in the 
New York Times down to a direc-| 
tory was a reflex reaction for | 
which I do not apologize. It was) 
as natural for a person of my tem-| 
perament, as counter punching} 
anyone who hit me in what I felt! 
was an undeserved way. There) 
have been all kinds of debates as| 


| the 


| ing 


|of the Tennessee Theatre 
4 Assn, 
| that 


On the heels of the Max Young- 
stein-United Artists feud with NY, 
Times film critic Bosley Crowther 
over the latter’s comments on 
“Trapeze,” exhibitors have taken 
up the cudgel against Thomas M. 
Pryor, the Times’ Hollywood cor- 
respondent. Point at issue is Pry- 
or’s recent Sunday report in which, 
on the basis of talks with “Holly- 
wood people,” he cited sloppy the- 
atre operation as one of the major 
causes in the current boxoffice de- 
cline. 

The article, to a large extent, re- 
flected the views of Hollywood pro- 
ducers relating the present state of 
film industry. In a previous 
dispatch, Pryor covered the exhibi- 
tors’ arguments against the pro- 
ducer-distributors. 

Exhibitors feel that Pryor’s com- 
ments, although they did not actu- 
ally reflect his own views, con- 
sisted of ‘‘vicious” statements and 
“inaccurate reporting” in the quot- 
of “anonymous _ sources.” 
Many theatremen expressed sur- 
prise that the Times and Pryor, 
highly regarded as a reporter of 
film activities, should accept the 
facts without first-hand checking. 

“The Times,” said a theatre pub- 
ad chief, ‘usually sends out a doz- 


en or more reporters when. it 
makes a survey. Why didn’t it 
have its men check the theatres 
before it prints such inaccurate 


| Statements?” 


True—Sometimes 

There was generally admission 
that some of the charges made in 
the Pryor piece applied to some 
theatres, but that these houses 
were the exception rather than the 
rule. It was pointed out, for ex- 
ample, that theatres in the N.Y. 
metropolitan area alone spent more 
than $50,000,000 in major structur- 


| al changes since World War II and 


(Continued on page 6) 


Alfred Starr 
Sees Calamity 


Nashville, June 19. 
Posing the question “Is the mo- 
tion picture theatre outmoded,” 
Alfred Starr, chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee of Theatre 
Owners of America, declared that 





| the position of the film theatre has 
| worsened since last year. 


Speaking at the annual meeting 
Owners 

here last week, Starr said 
“more tv stations, more sets, 
particularly cheaper color sets, bet- 
ter programming, with improve- 
ments such as wall projection, are 
all coming just as sure as tomor- 
row is coming.” 

Added to these conditions, Starr 
pointed to the seriousness of the 
sale of film libraries to tv which, 
he maintained, are being forced by 
stockholders’ demands for quick 
profits. The Treasury Dept.’s ac- 
ceptance of these sales as capital 
gains, he said, is the “blow that 
almost broke our backs.” 

The problem of subscription tv 
is still facing the exhibitor, Starr 


|said. He maintained that if home- 


toll video becomes a reality it will 
eliminate the exhibitor as a com- 
petitor even for new motion pic- 
ture film. “The battle is far from 
being won,” he said. ‘‘An effort 
will be made after the general 
election this fall to license toll tv 
on a trial] basis.” 

Commenting on the recent sale 
of Warner Bros. to a group headed 
by Serge Semenko, Starr said it 
was essential that the transaction 
fall into the hands of S. H. Fabian, 
Stanley Warner topper. “Our ace 
in the hole,” he said, “is the fact, 
that the large divorced circuits, 
who have enormous investments, 


to whether such actions with a! must survive. If Warners falls into 


newspaper are helpful or not. 


All|} the wrong hands, there is a possi- 


I say is that motion picture com-| bility of a direct liquidation to tv 


panies have, for too many years, | 
(Continued on page 15) 


interests and another producer will 
be gone.” 
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Santiago 
(COLOR) 


Alan Ladd helps free Cuba in 
good action-adventure feature. 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Warner Bros. release of Martin Rackin 
production, Stars 
Podesta, Lloyd Nolan, i 
tures Paul Fix, L. Q, Jones, Frank 
Kova. Directed by Gordon Douglas. 
Screenplay, Rackin and John Twist; from 
novel by Rackin; camera (WarnerColor), 
John Seitz; editor, Owen Marks; music, 


fea- 


Chill Wills: 


David Buttolph. Previewed June 7, ‘56. 
Running time, 92° MINS. 

Cash Adams ....c.ees:: Alan Ladd 
Pe J. Vows coewaseae Rossana Podesta 
Clay Pike ..ccccccsccccese Lloyd Nolan 
Sidewheel ...cccccscecceeress Chill Wills 
TROGRCY .cccccescccescocsees .. Paul Fix 
Digger ..-- Le. @. Jones 
BIOMED occicetdoenses senes Frank de Kova 
TE dc cu ce on eebendee George J. Lewis 
i “SPrTerr rte Royal Dano 
Pe <i csacesegeeeteaneren Don Blackman 
JUANO ..cccccccescooces Francisco Ruiz 
Dutch .....ccccccscccccse: Clegg Hoyt 


Josef Marti 


“Santiago” is a good action-ad- 
venture feature of the type that 
generally meets with a favorable 
b.o. reaction in the regular runs. 
Alan Ladd, Lloyd Nolan and Chill 
Wills are among the hearties sup- 
plying muscles for the derring-do 
and marquees, while Rossana Po- 
desta’s striking beauty takes care 
of the femme values. 

Martin Rackin produced and co- 
scripted with John Twist from his 
original story. Plot has plenty of 
regulation swashbuckling through- 
out to attract the action-minded, as 
well as some unexpected, but wel- 
come, depth in a number ot 
scenes. Gordon Douglas’ penetrat- 
ing direction of these well-written 
scenes commands a responsive cast 
reaction, adding to the overall en- 
tertainment. 


Ladd and Nolan are rival gun} 


runners, taking arms to Cuba 
through the Spanish blockade on 
an old stern-wheeler captained by 
Wills. Also aboard is Miss Podesta, 


Cuba’s Joan of Are in the fight | 


for independence from Spain, who 
has the cash for the cargo—after 
it’s delivered to the rebels. Be- 
tween the personal scrapping of 
Ladd and Nolan, and their com- 
bined action against assorted Span- 
ish forces, the footage fights 
way along to the wrapup that sees 
Ladd deciding a cause and a girl 
are better than the money he pre- 
viously worshipped. He removes 
Nolan when the latter tries to back 
out on delivery and the rebels are 
assured of the arms they need. 

Ladd is excellent as the two- 
fisted gun runner and Nolan makes 
a rugged adversary, 
character properly. Wills is a par- 
ticular standout, and among the 
several good scenes, 
that leading to the blowing up of 
nis ship, along with himself and 
Don Blackman, very good as the 
Negro mate, to delay Spanish pur- 
suit of the rebel-destined guns. 
Miss Podesta does quite well by 
the demands of her part. 

Very capable support is fur- 
nished by Paul Fix, topnotch as 
Ladd's sidekick; Frank de Kova, 
as Nolan’s knife-slinging aide; L. 
Q. Jones, George J. Lewis, Royal 
Dano, moppet Francisco Ruiz, 
Clegg Hoyt and Ernest Sarracino. 
Technical ends are good, including 
John Seitz’ WarnerColor lensing, 
art direction by Edward Carrere, 
Owen Marks’ editing and the score 
by David Buttolph. Brog. 


Fastest Gun Alive 


One more derived from tele- 
vision, Glenn Ford “mood” 
western loses its way in char- 
acter obscurities. Spotty out- 
look. 


Hollywood, June 19. 
Metro release of Clarence Greene pro- 





duction. Stars Glenn Ford, Jeanne Crain, 
Broderick Crawford; features Russ 
Tamblyn. Directed by Russell Rouse. 


Screenplay. Frank D. Gilroy, Rouse: from 
Gilroy’s teleplay “The Last Notch”: cam- 
era, George J. Folsey; editor, Ferris Web- 
ster, Harry V. Knapp; music, Andre 
Previn; dance number staged by Alex 
Romero. Previewed June 13, 56. Running 
time, 89 MINS. 
George Temple 
Dora Temple 
Vinnie Harold 
Eric Doolittle 
Harvey Maxwell 
Lou Glover 
Taylor Swope 
Dink Wells 
Kevin McGovern 
Brian Tibbs 
Rose Tibbs 
Frank Stringer 
Ben Buddy 

Lars Toomvy 
Bobby Tibbs 
Sheriff Bill Toledo 
Joe Fenwick ‘ 
Reverend 


Glenn Ford 
as Jeanne Crain 
. Broderick Crawford 
Russ Tamblyn 


Leif Erickson 
. John Dehner 
Noah Beery 
M. Kerrigan 


caeeces Virginia Gregg 
. Chubby Johnson 
John Doucette | 
“Bill” Phillips 

Chris Olsen | 

Paul Birch 
Florenz Ames 
Joseph Sweeney 


William 


Starting out as a_ promising | 
“mood” western, “The Fastest Gun 
Alive” loses its way among char- 
acter and motivation obscurities, | 
ending up as not too satisfactory 
entertainment. Cast has the good 


names of Glenn Ford, Jeanne 
Crain and Broderick Crawford. 
but the grossing prospects are 


spotty. 

Show's origin is Frank D. Gil- 
roy’s teleplay, “The Last Notch,” 
which he screen-scripted with di- 
rector Russell Rouse under Clar- 
ence Greene’s production helming 





Alan Ladd, Rossana | 


de | 


at Metro. Chief flaw is the fact 
the audience never knows what 
makes the hero tick until the cli- 
max, so his moody _ brooding 
through most of the footage rates 
no understanding nor particular 
sympathy. Additionally, there’s a 
trick ending not too readily ac- 
ceptable. 

| Plot's about a man always on the 
‘run so he won’t have to prove he 
can pull a six-shooter faster than 
‘any other man in the old west. 
Ford, the fast draw, and Miss 
Crain, his wife, know the secret of 





skill in a “for-keeps” duel. Fate 
'eatches up in the little town of 
| Cross Creek, where the couple has 
| lived quietly for four years as a 
| mild-mannered, peace-loving pair, 
when Ford gets drunk and shows 
off his gun skill. Word of his tal- 
ent leaks to outlaw Crawford, who 


| the running—he’s afraid to test. his | 


RKO LOT HUMMING 


Three Starters Make This Hi- 
Point For Five Years 





Hollywood, June 19. 

With three pictures going before 
the cameras this month, RKO has 
embarked on its most concentrated 
production spurt in nearly five 
years. A total of eight films are 
' slated to go intd production in the 
‘next 11 weeks with a total budget 
outlay of approximately $11,000,000. 
’ Program teed last week with 
“Bundle of Joy,” starring Eddie 
| Fisher, Debbie Reynolds, and 
Adolphe Menjou. “Run of the Ar- 
row,” starring Rod Steiger, Sarita 
Montiel, Brian Keith and Ralph 
| Meeker goes before the cameras 





| 


fancies himself the fastest, thus | today (Tues.) and will be followed 
|setting up the dusty street show-/ next week by “The Day They Gave 
‘down for the title’s dubious honor | Babies Away,” with Glynis Johns, 
|and the trick ending that has the | Cameron Mitchell and Rex Thomp- 
graves of both gunmen side-by- | con headlining. 

‘side, although not both occupied. | 

It's about time an actor of, 
|Ford’s flexible ability had even al 
'moderately happy role for a | 


. 2 
| Par Financing 
change of pace. He handles all | 


assignments well, including this = Continued from page 3 
rage ae maney aa been wy —_ | cultural matters. 
y tried emotionally in all o * Bote renee 

/recent pix. Miss Crain comes off vestigating, 
satisfactorily as the suffering wife | 
and Craw ford is excellent as the | professor at Nevada State. 














“he ‘Yank, 
learned that he 


in- 


He 


outlaw. So are John Dehner and | “ ies lca 
Noah Beery, particularly the for- | pulled up stakes and “took his fam 


‘mer, as Crawford's partners in| ily to a land they knew about only 
crime, Towa on te by | through ‘Anna and the King of 
Allyn Joslyn, Leif Erickson, J. M.; giay cai . 

‘Kerrigan, Rhys Williams, Virginia ' Siam’,” said Stern. alt 

| Gregg; Chris Olsen and others are | The adventures of families such 
| good. |as this will form the background 
| Russ Tombivn dees 0 showy, for the picture. Englund and Stern 
‘acrobatic country terp number at | Said they are now culling reams 
a village square dance. ; : 
good, but so professional it seems| down the project to the point 
out of place in the oater atmos-| Where it will be backgrounded in 
phere. Alex Romero did the stag- 
ing for it. Andre Previn’s music! Philippines. 

; and the lensing of the western set-| It’s to be dramatic—not docu- 
tings by George J. Folsey are} mentary—and made with UN co- 


was | 
| recommended to the UN by his! 


It’s real | of material and have narrowed | 


lIndia, Ceylon, Phailand or the’ 


its | 


coloring the | 


the topper is | 


Allyn Joslyn | 


Rhys Williams | 





/among the creditable technical as-' operation. Title now is “Tiger on 
sists. Brog. |a Kite,” which phrase symbolizes 
the various countries’ breaking 

Thunderstorm from the yoke of colonialization. 


Arty programmer produced in 





Spain by Binnie Barnes. 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Allied Artists release of Binnie Barnes 


(Hemisphere Films Ltd.) production. Stars 
| Carlos Thompson, Linda Christian, 
Charles Korvin; features Gary Thorne, 
| Tito Junco, Erica Vaal, Catherina Ferraz, 

Marco Davo. Directed by John Guillermin. 

Screenplay, Daniel Mainwaring; story, 


George St. George; camera, Manuel 
Be:...’uer; editor, Lee Doig; music, Paul 
isteni. Previewed June 12, ’56. Running 
| time, 81 MINS. 

Diego Martinez .....+. Carlos Thompson 
MMEIO RAOAGR: occicccceecs Linda Christian 
| Pablo GARGS ceccce eseee Charles Korvin 
Miguel ED 44008 66600655 Gary Thorne 
Pa 4:40 cbs whee dbeehedensae ae Tito Junco 
Juana .. sete eee eeeeresee Erica Vaal 
|} Mrs. Martinez...cccoess. Catherina Ferraz 
Padre PeEOR sosane eoe+--.... Marco Davo 
| Domingo Ribas ....... Fleixes De Pomes 
Sh i545 bed oe cbe wens os Nestor M. Neana | 
UN eee ie aig Sure Carlos Diaz Mendoza 
| Senora Hidalgo ....... Julia Caba Alba 
| Senora Alvarez......... Isabel De Pomes 
Pe vaess 06s eeeee Conchita Bautista 
| Dolores ary eee Amalia Iglesias | 
| Manuel Hidego ...... Manuel San Roman 


| Produced in Spain by Binnie 
| Barnes, “Thunderstorm” is an off- 
beat type of programmer to be 


{going out domestically under the | 


Allied Artists label. It leans to the 
arty and this effect, along with the 
overseas setting and foreign play- 
ers, makes it an unusual subject 
for the supporting market. 
Names of Carlos Thompson, 
Linda Christian and _ Charles 
Korvin are the only ones that 
might sound a familiar note for 
stateside audiences. Each of the 
| Star trio does very well in achiev- 
jing the mood .sought by John 
Guillermin’s direction of the Daniel 
|; Mainwaring screenplay, based on 
a story by George St. George. That 
mood is a bit heavy, but goes with 
the story melodramatics. Photo- 
graphy by Manuel Berenguer is 
strikingly effective. The score by 
Paul Misraki is another good con- 
tribution, 
_ A simple Spanish fishing village 
|is the setting for the story, which 
tells of the unrest that comes when 
a beautiful girl is rescued from 
the sea by Thompson, one of the 
fishermen... He immediately falls in 
love with Miss Christian, while 


'Korvin, town mayor, and his son, 


Gary Thorne, are among the other 
males who covet her. Resolution 
of the assorted troubles believed 
brought by the girl doesn’t mean 
there’s a happy ending. She sails 
away alone, convinced she would 


;only be a jinx if she stayed with 


Thompson. 


Miss Christian has the natural 
equipment to make it believeable 
the male villagers would all desire 
her and it is generously displayed 
in a number of scenes (which bear 
evidence of having been clipped 
somewhat for domestic viewing). 
Also, there’s some busty shots of 
Erica Vaal, the mayor’s amour 
until the castaway came along. 

Brog. 


Other than Brando, no cast, yet, 
|obviously, since the characters 
| haven’t been drawn. 

Par is going along with the 
financing and distribution despite 
the nebulousness of “Tiger” for 
ithe reason the company is im- 
| pressed with the idea and believes 
|a sincere approach could have suc- 
| cessful results, said Englund. The 
fact that Brando is to star is a 
major factor, of course, but for u 
major studio to ante up for a pro- 
duction at nothing more than the 
“idea” stage is unique. 

Englund said his background is 
|all in legit, acting and some di- 





| recting. 








Milwaukee Censor 


Continued from page 3 








the brewery burg’s film unit, in- 
sists that “Crime” is “far more 
| detrimental to juveniles than ‘Man 
With the Golden Arm’.” Latter 
concerned a dope addict; the AA 
|picture focuses on young mis- 
creants. 

Milwaukee Common Council is 
}to consider the matter immediate- 
|ly and in the event legal action is 
,;pursued both AA and the S-W 
‘chain say they'll counter it. 





now with television, is another 


Allied executive counsel. 


the dog days and nights. 


And Homes Airconditioned! 


Marked increase in home air-conditioning, 





Minneapolis, June }j9 
especially concuryey, 


development proving harmf\| to 


the boxoffice hereabouts, according to S. D. Kane, North Centra] 


It means that more families don’t need to go to the refrigerate 
theatres or ozoners in quest of “entertainment in comfort” during 

















Continued 





before the advent of CinemaScope. 


it was stated, was considerable 
higher, with theatres having spent 
an average of $15,000 each for new 
projection equipment alone. Since 


| tres, it Was reported, spent $7.000,- 
/000 for general renovations. 

A reply to Pryor was made hy 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations via a letter to the 
Times signed by Charles E. McCar- 





or’s charge, said McCarthy, ‘“‘that 
sloppy theatre operation is one of 
|} the chief causes of the current 
| drop in theatre attendance is based 
| 


|}on several errors of fact and false 
| conclusions.” 
Huge Investment 


He termed Pryor’s statement 
ithat theatres had not kept pace 
, With “innovations in picture de- 
'sign” as “preposterous” since the 
| “widescreen is essentially a projec- 
ition development and became of 
benefit to the public only when 
‘thousands of theatres throughout 
‘the country invested huge sums in 
widescreen installations.” 


‘piece were members of the Inde- 
| pendent Theatre Owners Assn., the 
\N. Y. area exhibitors’ association. 
| Because of the Times’ circulation 
lin the Gotham area, the ITOA feels 


| that the article can be especially : 


harmful in keeping people away 
| from its theatres. 

| Members made a point by point 
/ refutation of the alleged inaccura- 
|cies in Pryor’s column. For ex- 
|ample, it was noted that he em- 
| ployed incomplete figures in citing 
|!a Sindlinger survey to imply that 
| out of 63,000,000 who “considered” 


| going to a theatre that only 35,000.- | 


{000 went and that the others stay- 
'ed away because of poor theatre 
|conditions. The actual Sindlinger 
jreport, according to an ITOA 
| spokesman, showed that 63,000,000 
;“considered” going, that 35,000,- 
| 000 went, that 8,000,000 stayed 
away because of a personal change 
in plans (“which is normal and to 





\be expected”), and that 20,000,000 | 


| 
| 


| Planned to go but didn’t because 


| there was “nothing playing that 
| they wanted to see.” 
Correcting other Pryor “inac- | 


| curacies,” the ITOA points out that | 


| exhibitors and not the distributors 
| pay for film delivery, that theatres 
j}are employing as much help as 
| previously because unions in the 
| field are strong and do not permit 
cutbacks, that faulty projection is 


j;highly-paid union technicians are 


|} employed, that the flashing of ad- | 


vertisements on the screen is not 
|; a common practice and is not done 
jin the N.Y. area, that the theatre 
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New York Sound Track 


Continued from page 4 








| Sal’s George Lait, named Coast publicity rep of the American Heart 


Assn , 


. . Roberto Rossellini, Italo director assigned to “The Seawife,” 


| Which Andre Hakim is producing for 20th-Fox release, walked out on 
| the pic in Jamaica last week. Reason:»He couldn’t see eye to eye with 


| Hakim on the script. 
| back to Italy . 


| Flesh” 
| Theatrical & Video Corp. ... Unit 


|} year ‘round release of product. 


feature on hypnotism to be done 
Paul Coates and Lou Meltzer... . 


the War Between the States. 


year for Paramount 


tion for United Artists . . 





Former fashion model Barbara Lang signed at Metro 
difficulties pushed the filmization of John Steinbeck’s “The Wayward 
Bus” back three months at 20th-Fox . . . Columbia shelved its projected 


Robert McNaught replaced Rossellini who skied 
. . 20th readiyng “Bus Stop” for the Venice film fest 
Jerry Wald interested in remaking the French “Devil in the 
. . - Murray M, Kaplan appointed sales v.p. for Don Getz’s 


ed Paramount Theatres’ Edward L. 


| Hyman planning to contact distribs again re his plan for the orderly 


.. . Casting 


by L. A. Mirror-News columnist 


Random House will publish Gene Markey’s new novel, “Kentucky 
Pride,” next week. Story is set in the period immediately following 
! Markey’s last two books were sold for 
films, “Glory” having been made last year by RKO and “Kingdom of 
the Spur” acquired for independent production by David Butler . 

Hal Wallis has started “The Rainmaker,” last of his three films this 
; .. . Jerry Hopper will direct “The World and 
Little Willie’ for Universal . . . Norman Krasna writing an original 
screenplay, “The Billionaire Rooster” as his next independent produc- 
. Col. Tim McCoy returns to the screen after 
an absence of 15 years for a role in “Run of the Arrow” at RKO. | 





Since the introduction of the wide- | 
screen era, the total expenditure, | 


the end of the war, Loew’s Thea- | 


‘thy, the information director. Pry- | 


Particularly irked by the Pryor ' 


at a minimum because skilled, and! 


Anonymous Sources in H’wood 





from page 5 . 





| atmosphere does not resemble , 
“dungeon” since most of the house. 
are attractively maintained 4p, 
that virtually all theatres in yy 
have airconditioning, and that ys) 
/ers are generally courteous ang 
competent. 


tres have to be in good shape fo 
public assembly for they are cop 
stantly policed by city authorities, 
In New York City, it was noted 
that the theatres are checked {ye. 
quently by representatives of the 
Board of Health, Dept. of Housing 
and Building, Fire Dept.. Police 
Dept. Dept. of Water, Gas ang 
Electricity, and License Dept. |, 


addition, it’s claimed that the the.% 


atres “have frequently gone out of 
their way to meet antiquated Jaws 
‘in order to revitalize” the prem. 
ises. 














It’s a ‘Crisis’ 


Continued from page 
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look at ‘From Here to Eternity,” 
he said. 

Graetz, here last 18 montlis ago, 
said he was struck by the “jittery” 
feeling in the industry and by the 
lack of imagination evident in the 
attempt to meet conditions. ‘They 
talk about everything except try- 
ing to really improve picture con- 
tent,” he observed. 

The French, Graetz 
, have more or less given up trying 
to tailormake their films for the 

U. S., but—occasionally—the mis- 
take is still being made of throw: 


ing huge coin into a film in the 
hope it'll click via_ size alone, 
“Hunchback of Notre Dame.” for 


instance, is budgeted at $2,000,000, 


“Gradually, it’s dawning on our 
industry that, whereas an Ameri- 


can film, with an American di- 
rector, can appeal both at home 
and abroad, a French film— in or- 
der to appeal in the U. S.—must 


at least have a director who knows 
| the mood in Milwaukee, Wisconsi1, 
|and Tampa, Florida,” Graetz com- 
mented. 

He said that, on his own pix, 
| Col doesn’t have money in then, 
but takes them on for distribution, 
\“If Columbia money were in 
those films, they wouldn’t qualify 
under the French film aid law,” he 
| said. Under his Col deal, Graetz is 
not obliged to deliver films with 
any particular ratings from the Le 


gion of Decency, which has been§ 


!a consistent thorn in his side. 
|} His last bout with the group 
came with the picture “M. Ripois,’ 
| which 20th-Fox took on with the 
understanding that Graetz could 
| get a Legion okay. Pic, released a8 
“Lover Boy,” got the okay allright, 
| but only after extensive pruning, 
'ineluding a whole new ending. _ 
Graetz, who returns to his Paris 
j} headquarters tomorrow (Thurs.’, 
| said he expected he would make 
| “Bitter Victory” again in associa 
‘tion with Columbia. He he 
{was pleased with the success 1 


said 


| film festival... Jane Peck Lait, writer, publicist and wife of Univer- |N. Y. of such pix as “Rififi’ and 


“The Proud and the Beautiful, 
| but observed that the pictures had 
| been made some time ago. Hé 
| didn’t think the current French p!¢ 
|crop was anything much to bras 
| about. 


eee 


—_ 





Bing Groshy 


—_——s 


Continued from page 5 .— 
Kelly 








“Marilyn Monroe, Grace 
|top boxoffice stars. developed |" 
the last few years,” he asserted. 

Crosby deplored the trend !" 
exhibition today, too, saying “!'‘ 
not showbiz. It’s a carnival. 
people knew they could go to 4 
good theatre and not have to se 
four features, face a parking 
problem and have kids with po?” 
corn climbing all over them, t¢ 
attendance might increase,” he &* 
plained. 

Crosby said he felt “the kind of 





Olive Carey, silent screen player and widow of Harry Carey, also was pictures they are making today #* 
set for the film. 


better, on the whole.” 









It was further stressed that thea 


reported, i 




















and Marlon Brando are the oY J 
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Film Nun Stays Catholic 


Hollywood, June 19. 


After considering switching religion of the nun in “Heaven 
Knows, Mr. Allyson” from Catholic to Episcopalian, 20th-Fox has 
decided the nun may retain her religion after all. 

Studio originally thought of switching so as not to offend any 
Catholics, who might object to tale of the nun marooned on a desert 


island with a Marine. 


However, Deborah Kerr, who will play role of the nun in the 
film, disclosed that decision now is that the nun will be a Catholic, 
as in the book on which the film is based. Miss Kerr explained, 
“the situation between the nun and marine is handled in good 
taste by John Lee Mahin, who is writing the screenplay, and ac- 


tually the portrayal of the nun 
Catholics. It is the story of a 
werlds, and the nun emerges as 
acter.” 
its approval, she said. 


is one which shouldn’t offend 
meeting between two different 
a person with a very fine char- 


Mahin script will be submitted to the MPAA office for 


Marlon Brando may play the part of the marine. 














~ Give Each Other Etiquette Lessons 





Exhibs and Distribs Ping-Pong Accusations and 
Counter-Accusations 


A, 





- 





In last-minute maneuvers resem- 
bling a hurried checker game, both 
distributors and exhibitors filed 
statements with the Senate Small 
Business Subcommittee with 
charges and refutations relating to 
the testimony and the written com- 
plaints of each side in the industry 
dispute. 

Allied States Assn. general coun- 
sel filed a 26-page, single-spaced 
document refuting point by point 
the alleged inaccuracies of the tes- 
timony of the various distributor 
witnesses. He termed the testi- 
mony of Universal general counsel 
Adolph Schimel as “shrill denun- 
ciations” and that of Paramount 
general counsel Louis Phillips as 
“coarse epithets.” He said the in- 
troduction of testimony relating to 
arbitration was a “red herring is- 
sue.” 

Allied prexy Rube Shor filed a 
statement denouncing Phillips for 
exposing “confidential” information 
before the recent hearings. Shor, 
in an affidavit to Sen. Hubert Hum- 
phrey, asserted Phillips had no 
right to use material obtained from 
an audit of his books since there 
was an agreement among the re- 
Spective counsel that the data 
would be used solely in connection 
with the litigation brought by 
Shor’s firm against the distributors. 
Agreement allegedly was outlined 
in a July 15, 1955, letter from Je- 
rome Goldman, Shor’s ‘attorney, to 
Charles Sawyer, representing Par- 
amount, 

Phillips denied there was any 
“impropriety” and in a letter to 
Sen. Humphrey, stated: “It is be- 
cause of that letter that Mr. Shor 
makes the charges of impropriety 
against me. In response thereto 
I only wish to say'that I knew 

(Continued on page 16) 


Theatre Ad Copy 


Sneers at Radio 








Giveaway Cash 


: Minneapolis, June 19. 

Exhibition here is aroused and | 
has. Started to fight back at local 
radio stations’ cash giveaways, now 
running rampant and a new com- 
petitive headache for the show- 
houses, | 

It’s figured that these audio pro- | 
motions are keeping many pro-| 
spective theatre patrons tuned con- 
tinuously to their home sets on the 
slim chance that, by so doing, 
they'll qualify to win money be- 
ing handed out in chunks of $1,000 
to $5,000 at numerous periods, un- 
Specified in advance, throughout 
the day and night. 

Slapping out at the various local 
Taio cash contests and taking a 
Poke, too, at network television’s 
handouts, Radio City, United Para- 
ount's 4,100-seat flagship house 
‘ere, is the first to take the bull by 
the horns. 

At the top of its current large 
Newspaper ads in scare headlines 

(Continued on page 13) 





No Work Guarantee, Says 
Court; 23 Actors, Writers 
Lose ‘Blacklist’ Action 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Ruling there was no guarantee 
of employment involved, the Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals here has 
denied the claims of 23 actors, 
writers and others who sought $51,- 
750,000 from the major studios and 
some independent producers on 
grounds they were “blacklisted.” 

Plaintiffs claimed that following 
their refusal to testify before the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee a list of their names 
was circulated which had the effect 
of keeping them out of work. They 
include actresses Anne Revere and 
Gale Sondergaard and writers Mi- 
chael Wilson, Waldo Salt, Philip 
Stevenson, Paul Jarrico and Abe 
Polonsky. It’s understood they plan 
still another appeal. 


AA Board Meet 


Hollywood, June 19, 

Allied Artists board of directors 
meeting will be held here on 
Thursday (21), Coming west for 
session will be Arthur C, Brom- 
berg, Edward Morey, Herman Rif- 
kin and Norton V. Ritchey. 

Company also will open a three- 
day ad-sales meeting simultaneous- 
ly for campaign on William Wy- 
ler’s “Friendly Persuasion.” 








N-RANKED, 20TH RATES NO. 1 





LF AN ING YANK Politica Antecedents of Talent 
Still Haunt Films; Germans Fear 


Von Salomon's Reputation 


GO. IN BRITANN 


Even though it no longer plays 
the houses in the J. Arthur Rank 
chains, 20th-Fox in 1955 emerged 
as the top company in Britain, 
outbilling all of its yank competi- 


tors. British lineup last year was 
20th first, then Metro, followed by 
Paramount, 


In the light of this showing, 
which represents an improvement 
over the years when 20th had ac- 
cess to the Rank circuits, 20th 
execs now feel their gamble in 
playing ball with the British in- 
dies has fully paid off. 


A 20th exec said in N. Y. last 
week that, when Robert Goldstein 
arrives to take over as the com- 
pany’s production topper in Brit- 
ain, there is very little likelihood 
of any coproductions with Rank. 
Goldstein will concentrate on the 
indie producers. 


There is also absolutely no 
chance of the 20th releases going 
back in the Rank houses except 
where Rank has no indie competi- 
tion, VARIETY was told. “We made 
a promise to the independent op- 
erators, and we intend to keep it,” 
said a top 20th exec. 

Originally, 20th and Rank fell 
out over the question of stereo- 
phonie sound and the Rank policy 
of yanking any film after a week. 
Since then, many Rank theatres 
have been equipped with stereo 
sound. 





HEADS GOLDSTEIN UNIT 





John Beck Succeeding England- 
Bound Bob Goldstein 





Hollywood, June 19. 

With Bob Goldstein swinging 
over to 20th-Fox as British produc- 
tion chief, John Beck has joined 
Bob Goldstein Productions as ac- 
tive production head under Gold- 
stein’s executive supervision, He’ll 
begin on “Showdown Creek,” 
which rolls July 9 as the final film 
on Goldstein’s four-picture deal 
with United Artists. 

Beck will follow “Creek” with a 
pair of properties he is bringing 
into the organization, ‘Fountain of 
Youth” and “Arrangement for 
Love.” He’s dickering with Ray 
Milland and Jean Simmons for the 
former and Ann Sothern for the 
ir which will be filmed in Eng- 
and, 








Teleradio’s Bob Schmid, 
On ‘Limitless Facilities’ 


Behind RKO Features 


Hollywood, June 19. 

RKO product will be merchan- 
dised through the “limitless facil- 
ities” of General Teleradio’s vast 
communications chain, including 
the world’s largest radio network, 
Robert A. Schmid, RKO Teleradio 
Pictures veepee declared at an 
RKO meeting here. Session was at- 
tended by tv and film execs as well 
as reps of the J. Walter Thompson 
advertising agency. 

Schmid disclosed a comprehen- 
sive rundown of the firm’s global 
distribution setup and reported on 
the results of a confidential survey 
breaking down motion picture 
tastes in every possible category. 
GT plan to use its facilities for the 
merchandising of the RKO product 
is expected to be an important in- 
nevation in the field. 

Production veepee William 
Dozier, who closed the session, said 
integration of the GT exploitation 
facilities will pave the way for a 
closer undertsanding and coopera- 
tion between the producer, the 
sales department and the distribu- 
tor.” 

Meeting was attended by RKO 
prexy Daniel T. O’Shea, JWT vee- 
pee Robert Black and RKO pro- 
ducers’ Edmund Grainger, Paul 
Gregory, John Farrow, Samuel 
Fuller, Walter Wanger, Stanley 
Rubin, Stuart Millar, Arthur Lu- 
bin, Harry Tugend, Richard Soko- 
love, King Bros., Bert Friedlob, 
Robert Hardy Andrews, William 
Bloom and Sam Weisenthal. 


53 Weeks for ‘Holiday’ 


Minneapolis, June 19. 

Final seven weeks have been 
posted for “Cinerama Holiday” at 
the Century. When closing Aug. 5 
attraction will have completed 53 
weeks’ run. This compares to 67 
weeks for the initial “So This Is 
Cinerama” here, 

Date for local opening of ‘‘Seven 
Wonders of the World” at the Cen- 
tury is set for Aug. 7. 











FIRST GERMAN PIC WITH N.Y. LOCATIONS: 
IT LIGHTLY TOUCHES ‘JEWISH QUESTION’ 


| vidual 
i\figure to a large degree in the de- 
| cision. The 


The first German picture in sev- 
eral years to touch on “the Jewish 
question” as an integral part of its 
story is currently locationing in 
New York, 


Film has been completed except 
for the American exteriors which 
director Rolph Thiele decided had 
to be shot on the spot rather than 
via rear projection. “You can’t 
cheat the audience,” he said in 
Gotham last week. ‘‘The quality of 


| our pictures is going up. It’s worth 
| spending $5,000 to $10,000 on get- 


ting the extra realism.” 

Title of the pic, which stars Mar- 
tin Held and Najda 
“Friederike von Barring,” and it’s 
a sequel to a very successful pic- 
ture which the same director and 


| cast did in Germany and which, on 


a budget of $300,000 has brought 
a distributor’s gross of $750,000. 


This is the first German produc- 
tion to do any location work in 
New York since the war and, as a 
matter of fact, for quite a few 
years before that. Emile J. Lustig, 
American producer active in Ger- 
many (he made the hit ‘“Canaris” 
which is currently being dubbed 
for the U. S.), has the German 
unit under his wing and is acting 
as its adviser, translator, etc. 


Story of the picture revolves 


around a young German girl from | 
| an aristocratic family who falls in | 


Tiller, is | 





love with a Jewish theatre director. 
When the Nazis come, in 1933, he 
emigrates to the U. S. and she 
comes with him. He dies in New 
York, and she returns home, where 
the Gestapo grills her for having 
left with a Jew. She is freed, how- 
ever, and eventually perishes at 
the end of the war when the Rus- 
sians come into Prussia. 

Fresh Approach 

“The German public has a men- 
tal block on the question of the 
Jews,” said director Thiele, who 
doubles in brass as his own pro- 
ducer and co-owner of the Film 
Aufbau company, “‘They don’t want 
to talk about it. They want to for- 
get it as much as they can. There- 
fore, to make a film about the Jew- 
ish question, and what has hap- 
pened, would be economic suicide. 

“However, it’s different, we 
think, if the question is raised in 
the context of a whole dramatic 
story. Maybe we succeed in having 
people sit there and cry over what 
has happened to these people on 
the screen. And, once they do, 
maybe then they are willing to go 
home and give the matter—and 
their own relation to it — some 
thought,” he said. 

Thiele, who did the successful 
“Nachtwache” among other things, 
said he felt the time was ripe for 
issues of the immediate past to 





+ Political 





show up in pictures. “Of course,” 
he said, “we have one great ad- 
vantage: People who like the first 
film will want to see the sequel. 
We figured that, if the second pic- 
ture is disappointing, it certainly | 
can’t do as much as the first one. 
So we might as well make it dif- 
ferent.” 

The German industry, said 
Thiele, is beginning to veer to 
topical theme and away from the 
absolute escapism that has domi- 


| nated its pix since the war. He ex 


iis rarely any good for other coun- 





plained that, with Germany having 
practically no export market fo 


its films, the “risk” was great and 
the need—from the distribs’ point 
of view — more pronounced than 


ever to turn out a picture that 
would cover its negative cost in 
the domestic German market. 

The problem, said Thiele, is that | 
—at least for the moment—there | 
is a taste conflict between Ger- 
many and the international market. | 
“If we make a picture for our au- | 
diences, it’ll do well at home, but | 





tries. If, on the other hand, we 
make an ‘international’ film, there 
is unquestionably a chance that the 
average German may not like it.” 

The situation, he added hope- 
fully, is now gradually changing. 
“Friederike von Barring” is being 
lensed with possible later dubbing 
kept in mind, 





orientation of crafts- 
men—U. S. or foreign—doing 
work on American films’ shot 
abroad is becoming an issue again. 

Latest instance involves the Ger- 
man “08/15,” made by Gloria in 
Berlin, with Ernst von Salomon 
getting credit for the script. Pic 
was a big hit in Germany, but 
poses a question mark for the U. S., 
according to Don Getz, the distribu- 
tor, because of von Salomon’s repu- 
tation. 

Salomon is the author of “The 
Questionnaire” (Der Fragebogen), 
which is rated as strongly anti- 
American, and he’s a iormer Nazi 
who served time for his part in 
the von Rathenau murder. Under 
his contract with Gloria, said Getz, 
von Salomon’s name can’t be taken 
off the credit list. 

Getz, who has dubbed “08/15,” 
wants Gloria to give him assur- 
ances of indemnification in case 
unfavorable publicity in the U. S. 
about von Salomon’s connection 
with the film robs the pic of its 
b. o. value. 

In the past, there’s been some 
sensitivity also re films in which 
American expatriates (political va- 
riety) have had a hand. Follow- 
ing the Hollywood “housecleaning” 
in 1947, and subsequent contempt 
verdicts, a number of directors, 
writers and others went abroad and 
found employment in France and 
Italy. 

In some instances, particularly 
in Italy, these men worked on 


ifilms, but hid under assumed 
names. Just recently, with the re- 
lease of “Rififi,”” the name of Jules 


Dassin—one of the “Unfriendly 
Ten” who wouldn’t answer ques- 
tions before the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee — has 


been getting the spotlight, and 
there have been some column 
cracks about him. “Rififi’” has 


been praised by the crix as an out- 
standing French film. 


Paner-To-People 
Switch Is Fun To 


Ernest Lehman 


By HY HOLLINGER 


Why does a successful screen- 


iwriter want to become a director 


) 


and/or producer? 

The reasons are, of course, many 
ind vary from individual to indi- 
Psychological factors, too, 


thinking of Ernest 
Lehman, who is about to make the 
plunge in the producer and direc- 
torial ranks, may serve as a clue, 

A writer who has skyrocketed to 
the top of his profession in a few 


|short years, with such screen cred- 


its as “Executive Suite,” “Sabrina” 
and the upcoming “The King and 
I’ and “Somebody Up There Lik 
Me,”’ Lehman will serve as writer- 
producer on Hecht - 4.ancaster’s 
“The Sweet Smell of Success,” de- 
rived from 
mag novelette He was originally 
cheduled 
in @ last minute switch because of 
H-L’s busy production schedule, he 
consented to assume the produc- 
er’s mantle and delay his direc- 


Lehman’s Cosmopolitan 


to direct “Sueccess,”’ but 


| torial debut to 1957 when he will 


undertake the triple threat assign- 
ment of writer-producer-director 
on “Tell It On the Drums.” The 
shift, Lehman felt, should be made 
gradually and that’s why he ac- 
ceded to only one additional chore 
on “Success.” 

In New York last week to scout 
locations for “Success,” Lehman, 
after considerable soul searching 
and inner probing, revealed why 
he wanted to become a producer 


-and director as well as remain a 


writer. 
“Ego for one thing,” he said 
(Continued on page 10) 


~~ 
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Philly 


Trade Improves; ‘D-Day Okay 


166, ‘Leaves’ Bright 176, ‘Wonders 
Tall 216, ‘Texan’ 106, ‘Godzilla’ %G 


Philadelphia, June 19. 

Biz still is in the doldrums here} 
but some newcomers are doing 
nicely. “D-Day Sixth of June” 
looks okay at the Fox. “Autumn | 
Leaves” looks only tairly good de- 
spite Joan Crawford draw. | 
Despite big tele campaign for) 
“Godzilla, King of Monsters” is dy-| 
ing at the Stanley. Start of achool| 
vacations undoubtedly helped 
“Seven Wonders of World” to} 
great eighth week at Boyd. | 
Estimates for This Week | 


Arcadia (S&S) (526; 99-$1.49)— 
“Man Who Knew Too Much” (Par) 
(5th wk). Fine $8,800. Last 
week, $9,000. 

Boyd (SW) (1,430; $1.25-$2.60)\— | 
“Seven Wonders of World” (Indie) | 
(8th wk). Solid $21,000. . Last 
week, $20,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 75-$1.49)— 
“D-Day” (20th). Okay 
Last week, “Mohawk” (20th), $11,-| 
000. 

Goldman (1,250; 
$1.35)—“Safari” (2d 
Tired $8,000. 





(Goldman) 


65- | 
(Col) 


wk). | 


Green Hill (Serena) (750; 75- | house, but “Proud Ones” at Loew’s | 


on Sundays)—| 
(8th wk) 


$1.25) (‘Closed 
“Ladykillers” (Cont) 
Good $4,500. last week, $5.000. | 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,370; 99-$1.39) | 
—"First Texan” (AA). Poor $10,-| 
000. Last week, “Crime in Streets” | 
(AA), $13,000. | 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 99-; 
$1.49)—"Storm Over Nile” (Col). | 
Bleak $6,500. Last week, ‘Foreign | 
Intrigue” (UA) (2d wk), $6,500, 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,250; 99-| 
$1.49)\—“Autumn Leaves” (Col). ! 
Fairly good $17,000. Last week, | 
“Searchers” (WB) (3d wk), $12,000. | 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.49)— | 
“Godzilla” (Indie). Dying at'! 
$9,000. Last week, “Rawhide! 
Years” (U), $7,500. | 


/ 


Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)— | “Grapes of Wrath” (20th) (reissues) | tion” is out in front at State and 


(UA) and “Broken 
Star’ (UA). Thin $6,000. 
week, “Congo Crossing” (U) 
“Siar in Dust” (U), $6,500. 


“Nightmare” 


and 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80)|__«phantom 10,000 Leagues” (In-| “Proud Ones” at Memorial is okay. 


—"Lovers and Lollipops” (T-L)| 
(5th wk). Fine $3,800. Last week, | 
$4.000. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.49)— 
“Man in Gray Flannel Suit” (20th) | 
(9th wk). Sturdy $16,000, Last} 
week, $10,500. 

World (Pathe) (604; 99-$1.49)—| 
“Last Ten Days” (Col), Good 


$2,800 in four days. 


Toronto Slumps Albeit | 
‘Bhowani’ $23,000; ‘Bold’ 
Mild 11G, Wayne 106 


Toronto, June 19. 


With heat wave, plus what the | 
patrons believe to be product that | 
has no draw, the only pull-in is| 
“Bhowani Junction,” fairly good) 
in two big houses. “Bold and the} 
Brave” is rated fair. “23 Paces to} 
Baker Street” is so-so in two spots. | 
Decent biz is being done by “The | 
Searchers” in second frame at 
Imperial. } 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle, Towne (Taylor) (750; | 
693: 60-$1)—‘‘Gaby” (M-G). Fine 
$7,000. Last week, “Geordie” | 
(IFD) (11th wk), $4,500. 

Colony, Danforth, Fairlawn, 
Humber, Odeon (Rank) (839; 1,-| 
350; 1,165; 1,204; 2,318; 60-$1)— 
“Backlash” (U). Poor $16,000. | 
Last week, “Patterns” (UA) and! 
“Comanche” (UA), $16,000. 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, | 
State, Westwood (Taylor) 








(1.054; | 
995; 694; 696; 994; 40-75)—“Hot | 
Blood” (Col) and “Crooked Web” | 
(Col).@ Poor $10,000. Last week, 
“Come On” (AA) and “Vanishing | 
American” (Rep), same. 

Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080;:. 
1.556; 60-$1)—‘'23 Paces to Baker 
St.” (20th). So-so $10,000. Last 
week, “Josephine and Men” (IFD), 
$6,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,344; 60-$1.10)— 
“Searchers” (WB) (2d wk). Fair! 
$10,000 for John Wayne pic. Last | 
week, $13,000. | 

International (Taylor) (557; $1) 
—‘Magic Fire’ (Rep) (2d. wk).} 
Oke $3,000. Last week, $4,000. 

Loew's, Uptown (Loew) (2,096; 
2,745; 75-$1.25) — “Bhowani Junc-!| 
tion” (M-G). Good $23,000. Last | 
week, “Meet Me in Las Vegas” | 
(M-G) (24 wk), $18,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,735; 60-$1)—) 
“Bold and Brave’ (RKO). Fair: 
$11,000. Last week, “Man Flannel | 
Suit” (20th) (4th wk), $8,000. j 
; Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.50-$2.25)— 
“Oklahoma” (Magna) (7th wk). | 
Geod $10,000. Last week, ditte. | 


+ 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total: Gross 
This Week .... .$478,400 
(Based on 21 theatres) 
Last Year $487.000 
(Based on 20 theatres) 








‘Affair’ Loud 186, 


D.C.; ‘Crime’ 116 


Washington, June 19. 
Despite the heat and lack of 


$16.000.. much sock product, mainstem biz} 


is up over recent-weeks. “Crime 
In Streets’ looks good in two 
houses. “Catered Affair,” at Pal- 
ace, is solid. “Invitation to the 


Last week, $13,000.| Dance” is nice at Lopert’s Play-| $6 000. 


Capitol is slow. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (SW) (1,490; 70-95) 
—"Crime in Streets’ (AA). Good 
$4,000. Last week, “Searchers” 
(WB) (3d wk), $4,000. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 70-95)— 
Proud Ones” (20th). Very slow 
$13,000. Last week, “Bhowani Junc- 
tion” (M-G) (3d wk), solid $15,000 
in final 10 days. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,174; 70-95)— 
“Outside Law” (U) 
High Walls” (U). 
Last week, “Rawhide Years” 
same. 

Dupont ‘Lopert) 
—Tobacco Road” 


Mild $6,000. 
(U), 


(372; 90-$1.10) 
(20th) and 


(2d wk). Sock $4,500 for second 


Last! consecutive week, and well above! “Screaming Eagles” at Paramount 


hopes. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 70-95)— 


Stays. 


die) and “Day the World Ended” 
(Indie) (reissues). Robust $11.000. 
Last week, “Foreign Intrigue” 


| (UA) (2d wk), $6,000. 


Metropolitan (SW) (1,200; 70-95) 
—‘‘Crime in Streets’ (AA). Okay 
$7,000. Last week, “Searchers” 
(WB) (3d wk), $7,300. 

Palace (Loew) (2,360; 
“Catered = Affair’’ (M-G). 
$18,000, 
action. Last week, “D-Day” (20th) 
(2d wk), $11,000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (456; 
$1.10) — “Invitation to 
(M-G). Pleasing $6,000. Stays. 
Last week, “Gaby” (M-G) (3d wk), 


(T-L) (290; 
. 10 Days” (Indie). Sock 
$6,500, with crix raves helping. 
Stays. Last week, “Woman of 
Rome” (DCA) (2d wk), $2,500. 
Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2.40) 
—"Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) (36th 
wk). Nears end of ninth month 
with $13,000 for second consecu- 
tive week. Stays on. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.25)— 


70-95)— 
Solid 


75- 


| “Picnic” (Col) (18th-final wk). Fine! Neat $4,000. 


$6,000 for third consecutive week, 
and moves on after record run. 


Auto Layoffs, Strik 


Detroit, June 19. 
Biz continues slow as more lay- 
offs and wildcat strikes hit the 


auto industry, adding to the down- | 


trend in overall biz here, Best of 
newcomers is “Autumn Leaves” 


which looks just fair at the Mich- | 


igan. “Foreign Intrigue” is slow at 
the Palms. “Whispering Smith” is 
making little noise at the Madison. 
“The Killing” is dull at the Broad- 
way-Capitol. “Bhowani Junction” 
shapes okay at the Adams. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1- 
$1.25)\—“'23 Paces to Baker St.” 
(20th) with 14-act rock-and-roll 
stageshow. Opens Wednesday (20), 
Last week, “Proud Ones” (20th) 
and “Abdullah’s Harem” (20th), 


slow $17,000. 
Michigan ‘(United Detroit) (4- 


| 000; $1-$1.25)—“Autumn Leaves” 


(Col) and “Storm Over Nile’ (Col). 
Fair $19,000. Last week, “Knew 
Too Much” (Par) and “Patterns” 
(UA) (2d wk), $14,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; $1-$1.25)— 
“Foreign Intrigue’ (UA) = and 
“Oklahoma Woman” (AA). Fair 


and “Behind | 


despite mixed critical re-| 
Dance” | 


80-$1.25)— | 


es Slough Det. | Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)— 
But Bhowani OK 146, ‘Leaves’ 196 


‘Proud’ Sluggish 9G, 
Buff.; ‘Crime’ Nice 10G 


Buffalo, June 19. 
| Biz is rated brutal here this ses- | 
|sion with few half-way decent ; 
| spots. “Crime In Streets” is out- | 

standing exception with a fairly 
nice session at Century. “Night- 
/mare’ is so-so at the Center but 
“Proud Ones” is very droopy at ' 
| Paramount. “Kiss Before Dying” , 
also is very sluggish in eight days 
'at the Buffalo. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Buffale iLoew) (3,000; 60-85)— 
“Kiss Before Dying” ‘UA) and 
“Frontier Scout” (UA). Slack $10,- 
| 000 in 8 days. Last week, ‘“‘Coman- 
(UA) and “Crime Against 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,228,200 
(Based on 22 cities and 231 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $2,533,800 
(Based on 23 cities and 218 

theatres.) 


) che” 
| Joe” (UA), $8,000. 
| Paramount (Par) (3,000; 60-80)— 
| “Proud Ones” (20th) and “As Long 
‘As You're Near Me” (WB). Droopy 
| $9,000. Last week, ‘“‘Leather Saint” 
(Par) and “Blonde Bait” (Indie), 
$8.500. 
| Center (Par) (2,000; 50-80)— 
| “Nightmare” (UA) and “The Kill- 
‘ing’ (UA). So-so $8,000. Last week, 
| “Diabolique” (UMPO), $7,000. 
| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 60-80)— 
;“Storm Over Nile” (Col) and 
| “Thunderstorm” (Col). Drab $5.- 
' 000. Last week, “Tap Roots” ‘U) 
‘and “Kansas Raiders” (U), $6,500. 
Century (‘Buhbawk) (2,000; 60-85) 
—‘Crime In Streets” (AA) and 
| Shack Out On 101” (AA), Nice 
' $10,000. Last week, “D-Day” (20th) 
fand “Way Out” (RKO) (2d wk) 


Tiger’ Tall 106 
Tops Lean L ville 


Louisville, June 19. 


Biz is sluggish at most first-runs 
currently. 
|tures, patrons are just not coming 
|into downtown sector, either to 
| gander films or shop at the stores. 
‘Animal World” 














| 





’|kid trade at the Mary Anderson. 
| good. 
‘Undie) (20th wk). Snug $10,000 | product, with the exception of the 
vide a healthy windup sesh. 
‘ ey | Artists) (1,000; 55-85) — “Hilda 
Okay $12,000, ‘Bhowani’ | crane” 
$3,000. 
Four-day heat wave broiled Hub,| (Par) (4th wk). Okay $5,000 on 
|the streets and caused shutdown 55-85) — “Animal World” (WB). 


Pe “Toy Tiger’ at the Rialto looms 
Tech (‘Cinema Products) (1.200; | r ; 
| $1.20-$2.40) —“‘Cinerama Holiday” | Other houses all have new 
= | Kentucky, where “Man Who Knew 
Last week, $11,000. |Too Much” (4th wk), looks to pro- 
° ‘ ’ Estimates for This Week 
Heat Hits Hub; P roud Brown (Fourth Ave.) 
(20th). Modest $3,500. 
st w “ x” ) (m.o.), 
Hot 2636 Eagles’ 14G $3.0 week, “Mohawk” (20th) (m.o.) 
’ | Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 55-85) 
Boston, June 19. | —"Man Who Knew Too Much” 
| chasing the patrons to the beaches.| windup after last week's 6,000. 
Friday’s 96 degree heat buckled Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000: 
tot offices, factories and schools.!| ys). gaiy ad nie 
Ot new product, ““Bhowani Junc- Likely fairish $4,500. Last week, 


Rialto 
55-85) 
In Dust” (U), 
or near. Last 
(20th), $9,000. 


(Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
“Toy Tiger’ (U) and “Star 
Looks good $10,000 
week, “D-Day” 


| Orpheum, The other three, 
and Fenway, and “Great Misséuri 


'Raid” at the Pilgrim are all tepid. 


“Cinerama Holiday,” with lowest 
ross in weeks, tops the holdovers. 
i“Man Who Knew Too Much” 
|stepped up in fifth frame at the 
| Astor. “Ladykillers” still shows 
| strength in 10th round at Kenmore. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (B&Q) (1,500; $1-$1.80)— 
“Man Who Knew Too Much” (Par) 
(Sth wk). Fast $9500. Last week, 
| $11,000. 
Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (678; 
| 90-$1.25)—“Littlest Outlaw” (BV) 
}(2d wk). Slick $5,000. Last 
| week, $6,800. 
Cinerama (Cinerama Produc- 
| tions) (1,354; $1.20-$2.85)—‘Cine- 
lrama Holiday” (Indie) (43d wk). 
Oke $13,000. Last week, $15,000. 
Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1)— 
“Ugetsu"” (Indie) (2d wk). Nice 
| $5,000. Last week, $7,500. 
| Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1)— 
i“Sereaming Eagles” (‘AA) and 
“Come On” (AA). Mild $5,000 or 
|near. Last week, “Shack Out 101” 
'\(AA) and “Crime in Streets” (AA), 
| $7,500. 
| Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 
—"Ladykillers” (Cont) (10th wk). 
Last week, $5,500. 
Memorial (NET) (3,000; 75-$1.75) 
(Continued on page 16) 


85)—“‘Safari” (Col) and “Storm 
Over Nile” (Col). Average summer 
biz, at $7,000. Last week, “Bhow- 
ani Junction” (M-G), same. 


Mpls. Still Off Albeit 
‘Crime’ Rousing $9,500; 
‘Safari’ Sluggish 736 


Minneapolis, June 19. 
After a strefch of 100-degree 
temperatures, more moderate 
weather is being welcomed here, 
but local trade continues in the 
doldrums. Among newcomers, 
“Crime in Streets” seems to be 
awakening the most response. 
Such other arrivals as “Proud 
Ones,” “Safari,” “Littlest Outlaw” 
and “Screaming Eagles” do not 
provide high figures. It’s the 47th 
week for ‘‘Cinerama Holiday” and 
third and second, respectively, for 
“The Searchers” and “D Day, Sixth 
of June.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (S-W) (1,150; $1.75-$2.65) 
“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) 
(47th wk). Holding on an even, 
but last seven weeks are an- 
nounced, Okay $9,000. Last, week, 








{AA). Mild 
“Maverick 


|“Sereaming Eagles” 
| $4,000. Last | week, 
| Queen” (Rep), $2,800. 
| Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 85-$1) — “D- 
|Day” (20th) (m.o.). Here after a 
a lfairly good Radio City stanza. 
| $14,000. Last week, “Safari” (Col) | Fair $4.000. Last week, “Man Who 
and “Secret Treasure Mountain” |Knew Too Much” (Par) (3d wk), 
/(Col) $20,000. 1$6.000 in 8 days. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1-$1.25.—| Radie City (Par) (4.100: 85-$1)— 
| ‘Whispering Smith” (Par) and|“Proud Ones” (20th), Light $7,000. 
| ““Streets of Laredo” (Par) (reis-| Last week, “D-Day” (20th), $8,500. 
sues). Quiet $7,000. Last week,| RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 75- 
| ‘Cockleshell Heroes” (Col) and | $1)—"Safari” (Col). Given big ad- 
“This Man Is Dangerous” (Indie), | vertising campaign but unfavorable 
$10,000. | general conditions will hurt. Fair 
| Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500;| $7,500 is about all. 

| $1-$1.25)—"The Killing” (UA) and 
| “Nightmare” (UA). Dull $11,000. 
| Last week, “Leather Saints” (Par) 
|}and “Hidden Guns” (AA), $6,000 
jin 6 days, 

| United Artists (UA) 
$1.25-$2.75)—"Oklahoma” 
; (18th wk). 
| week, same. 
| Adams (Balaban) 
| $1.25) — “Bhowani 


“Searchers” (WB) (2d wk), $7,000. 
RKO Pan (RKO) (1,650; 75-$1)— 
“Searchers” (WB) (m.o.). Here for 
third loop week after a healthy 
| Orpheum fortnight. Still boff at 
(1,667; | $5,000. Last week, “Tap Roots” 
) (Magna);(U) and “Kansas Raiders” (U) 
Weak $11,000. Last) (reissues), $3,000 at 65c-85c scale. 
State (Par) (2,300; 85-$1) — 
(1,700; $1-| “Crime in Streets” (AA). Younger 
Junction”! element in particular going for this 
| (M-G). Just okay $14,000, Last/ juvenile delinquency problem treat- 
| week, “Forbidden Planet” ‘M-G)|ment. Very strong $9,500. Last 
j}and “Brain Machine” (RKO) $7,-| week, “23 Paces to Baker St.” 
000 in third week. | (20th), $4,000. 
_Musie Hall (Cinerama Produc-; Werld (Mann) (400; 75-$1.20) — 
tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)—“Cine-| “Littlest Outlaw’ (BV). Okay 
/rama Holiday” (Indie) (71st wk). | $4,500. Last week, “Magie Fire” 
/ Steady $15,100. Last week, $15,900. | ‘Rep), $2,600. 


With torrid tempera-| 


is pulling some) 


(United | 


“Searchers” (WB) (3d wk), $5,500. | 


{ 
State (United Artists) (3,000; 65- 


Last week, | 






‘Cinerama’ Near-Capacity 216, KC: 
‘Searchers Great 176, ‘Tiger’ 13 


Kansas City, June jg 

| Focus is on Cinerama, with {), 
launching of “This Is Cineram,: 
at the Missouri, former RK¢ 

| house, this week. Localities ,, 
| taking to it big, with a nea: Capa 
ity $21,000 for week. Smash ino), 
‘is also being gleaned by “Th, 
Searchers” at the Paramount. }j;] 
|ting top rungs, and likely to gj), 
“Toy Tiger” is okay at four pF, 
Midwest houses while “Forcig, 
Intrigue” is drab at the Midland B 
__ Dickinson circuit moved _ jp; 

| firstrun situation for second tine 
in recent weeks, playing “Crime jy 
| Streets” and “Screaming Eagle.” 
|in two theatres and two drive-in 
| day date. New bill also at the King 

| with “Heidi and Peter.” Only hola. 
over is “Ladykillers’ holding steaqy 
in fifth week at the Vogue. Weather & 
is rated pleasant. 

Estimates for This Week 


Glen, Dickinson, Shawnee Drive 
in, Leawood Drive-in (Dickinsoy) 
| (750; 700; 1,100 cars, 1,100 cars: 75. 
| $1)—"Crime in Streets” (AA) and 
| “Screaming Eagles” (AA). Behing 
heavy radio-newspaper advertising 
|oke $14,000. Last week, Glen had 
“Dark River” (TCP) light $1,009. 
| Others subsequent runs. 


| Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 75-$1\~ 
“Heidi and Peter” (UA). Pleasant 
/ $1,500; may hold. Last  \eek, 
| “Wages of Fear” (DCA) (2d wk 
; $1,000. 


' 
; 
| 
| 


|“Foreign Intrigue” (UA) = and 
| “Frontier Scout” (UA). Dull $6,000. 
|Last week, “Bhowani Junction’ 
/(M-G) and “Joe Macbeth” (Co) 
| (2d wk-8 days), $4,000. 

Missouri (Stanley Warner) (1.050: 
$1.20-$2)—“‘This Is Cinerama” (Ip- 
| die). Introduces process to K.C. is 
| house was taken over from RKO 
| Big splash with benefit opening 
| night, Thursday, and sock trade all 
| week tor $21,000 and near-capacily, 
Paramount (United Par) (1,900: 
| 75-$1)—“Searchers” (WB). 
| $17,000; holds. Last week, “Man 
; Who Knew Too Much” (Par) (3d 
, Wk), $6,000. 
Roxy ‘Durwood) 
i “Cockleshell Heroes” 


(879; 75-$1/— 
(Col) 
| 500. Last week, “Tribute to Bad 
Man” (M-G) (2d wk), $2,500. 
| Tewer, Uptown, Fairway, Grif 
jmada (Fox Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 
| 700, 1,217; 65-85)—"Toy Tiger” (U) 
land “Last of Desperadoes” (AFR) 
|at Tower and Granada. Okay $13- 
' 000. Last week “D-Day” (20th) and 
'“Terror at Midnight” (Rep), # 
/Tower and Granada, $14,000. 
Vogue (Golden) (550; 75-$))- 
“Ladykillers” (Cont) (3th wk). 
| Steady $1,200; holds, Last week, 
$1,300. 


‘BIRDS’ BRISK $13,000, 





ST. L; ‘WONDERS’ 206 


St. Louis, June 19. 
Youngsters on summer vacation 








and outoftowners are furnishing=) 


some bright spots in an otherwise 
| dull session, with grosses below 
{average in many locations. 
/ of South” is best of new entrié 
‘with ‘Foreign Intrigue” a step be 
hind. “Hilda Crane” looms only 
| fair. 
{is enjoying another swell sessio!. 
| Hot weather continues here. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Indie) 


| (Indie) (8th wk). Fancy $20,000 
{after $23,800 last week. 

| Fox (F&M) (5,000; 51-75)—‘Toy 
| Tiger” (U) and “Star In The Dust 
'(U). Opened today (Tues.). Las 
| week, “Birds and Bees” (Par) and 
'“Scarlet Hour” (Par), solid $13.00 

| Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-85/— 
i“Foreign Intrigue’ (UA) ané 
|“Manfish” (UA). Fair $9,000. Las 
| week, “Bhowani Junction” (M-6 

1 (2d wk), $8,300. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 51-75'- 
“Man Who Knew Too Much” (P@: 
(3d wk). Nice $5,000 after secon? 
session, hit about same. 

Orpheum (Loew) (1,460; 51-75'— 
“Song of South” {BY) (reissue: 
Good $10,000. Last week, “Pal* 
dine Case” (SRO) and “S 
Staircase” (SRO), $4,500. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1.00 
50-90)—“‘Naked Dawn” (U). Oké! 
$2,500. Last week, “Thundersto!!” 
(AA), $1,000, 

Richmond (St. L. Amus.) (40: 
$1.10)—"“Kid For Two Farthine 
(Indie) (m.o.). Good $2,000. L# 
week, “Naked Night” (Indie), dit 

St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4.001; 
31-75) —"Hilda Crane” (20th). Mi 
, $7,500. Last week, “Sixth of Jun 
| (20th), $10,000. 





Midland ‘Loew’s) (3,500; 60-80)\_E 


Giant & 


and & 
'“Battle Stations’ (Col). So-so $3-B « 


“Sont of 


“Seven Wonders of World’ 


1.000: 
$1.20-$2.40)—"“Wonders of World’ 
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HOT B’WAY SEASON IN THE SUN 





New Product Boosts Chi; ‘Trapeze 
Mighty $50,000, ‘Rawhide’ Wow 146, 
Safari Big 216, ‘Crane’ Lush 126’ 


Chicago, June 19. 
Chicago firstrun biz is climbing 
out of the doldrums this frame, 
with a raft of new and, in some 


cases potent, entries hyping 
grosses. 
“Trapeze” is leading the pack 


this time around, with a mighty 
650000 in sight ‘for first United 
Artists week. “Great Locomotive 
Chase” shapes fairish $23,000 in 
same week at the _ State-Lake. 
“D-Day Sixth of June” looks mild 
$23 000 in ovener at Orienta! 

“Safari” plus “Blackjack Ket- 
chum” looms lusty $21,000 in 
Roosevelt first round. 
Crane” is likely loud $12.000_ in 
first stanza at the Esquire. “Gaby” 
is nifty $8,000 at the Monroe. 
“Rawhide Years” and “Shack Out 
on 101” twinner is getting smash 
$14 900 at the Grand. 

“Bhowani Junction” continues to 
do heity biz in second session at 
the Woods. “The Searchers’ is 
slowing down a bit in the fifth 


round at the Chicago. “Madame 
Butlerfiv” holds loudly in same 
stanza at the World. 


“Meet Me in Las Vegas” is still 
getting good coin in the ninth 
week at the Loop. “Oklahoma” 
dips a little in 25th round at Me- 
Vickers. “Cinerama Holiday” con- 
tinues steady in 53d week at the 
Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3.900: 98-$1.25) 
—"Searchers” (WB) (5th wk). 
S'unggish $17,500. Last week, $23,- 
000 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1.400; | 
85-$1 “Hilda Crane’ (20th). 
Loud $12.000. T.ast week, “92 Pores 


+ 





“Hilda | South” 


| 





to Baker St.” (20th) (2d wk), 
$5.500 
Grand (Indie) (1,200; 98-$1.25)— | 
“Rawhide Years” (U) and “Shack | 
Out on 101” (AA). Sock $14,000 
week, “Tap Roots” (U) and 
“Kansas Raiders” (U), $5.500. 

Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.25)— 
“Meet Me Las Vegas’ (M-G) (9th 
Staunch $9,000. Last week, 





$9500 

MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580: 
$3'\—"Oklahoma”’ (Magna) 
wk Smash $23,000. Last 
$21,000 

Monroe (Indie) 
“Gaby” (M-G). Hefty $8.000. 
week “City Stands Trial’ 
and “The Voice of Silence” 
$4.000 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) | 
—"D-Day” (20th). Mild $23.000. 
Last week, “Proud Ones.” $20,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484: £1.95-33.40) 
—Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) 53d , 





$1.25- | 
(25th | 
week, | 


(1,000; 67-87)— | 

Last } 
(IFE) 
(IFE), 


Ao Staunch $24,400. Last week, | 
Reesevelt (B&K) ,(1,400; 65- 98)\— | 
"Safari (Col) and “BI: ickjack 


‘Continued on page 16) 


Heat Wilts Prov. Biz; 
D-Day’ Fairish $7,500, 
Kiss’ Dying With 7G. 


Providence, June 19. 





»civen 


a body blow by the 
“ father which for first time in 
months turned out hot and humid 


to. weekend, most stands dropped 
ti $0} ne of lowest grosses in some 
he. Topping the list is: Majestic’s 


Sapinde the Sixth of June.” Loew's 
~~ _ with * ‘A Kiss Before Dying” 
In GL eaty slow. Strand s “Crime | 
el sireets” and Albee's . “Night- 


aiso are mild. 
Estimates for This Week 
. Albee (RKO) (2,200; 50-85)-— 
, 1g mare” (UA) and “The Kill- 
wae, UA), Mild $5, 000. Last week, 
“averick Queen” (Rep) and “No|} 
4n’s Woman” (Rep), $6,200. 
_Naiestic (Fay) (2,200; 50-85)— 
(IF PY (20th) and “Lease of Life” 
Fairish $7,500. Last week, 
.. archers” (WB) and “Down 
$3 000. Road” (WB) (2d wk),! 


_oeate ‘Loew) (3,200; 50-85)—“A | 
“Bes Before Dying” (UA) and} 
“toa n Star” (UA). Meek $7,000. 
UA) Week, “Foreign Intrigue” 
$8. 000 and “Uranium Boom” (UA), 
‘ Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 50-85) | 
"Sha: © In Streets’ (AA) 
5 iy Out on 101” (AA). 
ig L -ast week, “Man Who Knew 
luch” (Par) (2d wk), $5,200. | 


gn 


‘he Se 


|a weekend stand Friday (15); 
|always crimps fiim biz. 


| being 


| 90)\—“Toy Tiger” 


: “Searchers” 


,atre, currently roadshowing “Cin- 


ages beginnings of preparation for 


and | fall. 
Mild | holding well here. 


| —*‘Safari” 





‘Safari’ Lively $11,000, 


Port.; ‘Song’ Great 8G 


Portland, Ore., June 19. 


Town is loaded with only some 
moderate newcomers. However, 
some new pix opening this session 
will swell the over-all total. ‘“Sa- 
fari” is hefty at the Fox but 
“Autumn Leaves” is only modest 
at Orpheum. “Leather Saint” is 
highly disappointing at Paramount. 
Broadway's reissue of ‘Song of 
is rated loud, 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,875; 


90- | 


| 
| 





$1.25)—“‘Song of South’ (BV) (re-| 


issue). Loud $8,000. Last 
“Searchers” (WB) (3d wk), $6,500. 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,836; $1-$1.25) | 
(Col) and “Treasure 
Secret Mountain” (Col), Hefty | 
$11,000. Last week, “D-Day” 
(20th) and “Wetbacks” (Indie) (2d) 
wk), $8,100. 


Guild (Indie) (400; 
“Gaby” (M-G) (3d wk). 
$3,000. Last week, $3,600. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; 90- 
$1.25)—"“Bhowani Junction” (M-G) 
and “Broken Star” (UA) (2d wk). 
Fast $7,000. Last week, $9,000. 


$1.25)— 
Fine 


week, | 





Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1-| 


(Col) 
Mod- |} 


$1.25\—“‘Autumn Leaves” 

and “Texas Bad Man” (AA). 
est $7,000. Last week, 
To Baker St.” (20th) and ‘ 
At Door” (Rep), $7,400. 


‘Stranger 


“23 Paces | 


Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400: 90- | 


$1.25)—‘‘Leather (Par) and 
“Green Scarf’ (Indie). 
$6,500. Last week, “Black Sleep” 
(UA) and “Creeping Unknown” 
(UA), $10,900. 


Saint” 





‘Tiger’ Fast 106 


Thin | 


In Slow Omaha 


Omaha, June 19. 


Spotty biz continues at down- 


| town firstruns this week, and most 


exhibs can’t foresee an é€nd until 
the Ak-Sar-Ben races end next 
month. In addition, the Omaha 
Cardinals American Association 
baseball team returned home for 
whica 
Observers 
are blaming the state’s terrific dry 
spell mostly for biz conditions. Lit- 
tle snow this winter and 
cally 
the 

Of new entris this. stanza, ‘‘Toy 
Tiger” shapes best at the Orpheum, 
rated good. “Bold and Brave” 
is also hetty at smaller Brandeis. 
“23 Paces to Baker Street” looks 
light at the Omaha. “Searchers” is 
still tancy at the State, and may 
stay a third. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,000; 75-$1)— 
“Bold and Brave” (RKO): and “Way 
Out” (RKO). Fancy $5,000 or near. 
Last week, “Serenade” (WB) ‘and 
“Cash on Delivery” (RKO) (2d wk), 


> 


$3,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 70-90) 
—‘“‘23 Paces to Baker St.” (20th) 
and “Wild Dakotas” (Indie). Light 
$5,000. Last week, “Animal World” 
(WB) and “Goodbye My Lady” 
| (WB), $5,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2.890: 70- 


(U). Fine $10,000 
Last week, “D-Day” (20th), 


(Goldberg) (860; 75-$1)— 
(WB) (2d wk). Good 
$4,500. Last week, $7,000. 


or close. 
$7,500. 
State 





Kettering on Cinerama 
Chicago, June 19. 


Vet legit press agent Ralph Ket- | 


, tering has been appointed - drum- 
beater for Chicago’s Palace The- 
,erama Holiday.” Appointment pres- 
|“Seven Wonders of the World” | 


booking at the Palace, due in this 
Second Cinerama pic is still | 


Kettering is a showbiz vet with | 
over 


50 years’ tenure. i 


| 
| 


| lines, 


“PROUD! LOUDATE, 
AFFAIR’ WOW 196 


Despite the hottest weather of 
| year (above 96, unusual for June), 
| and the first subway strike in N.Y. 
‘in years, Broadway firstrun biz is 
looking up this stanza. Mercury 
soared to 96.1 on Thursday (14),; 
which was the day of the abortive, 
if brief, walking of the under- 
ground’s motormen. Strike on 
about 50% of the subway lines 
came just before the night rush 
hour, crippling service on other 
and sloughing night trade 
badly. 

Top this session is “Proud and 
Profane,” with a wow $37,000 or 
close opening week at the Astor. 
Pic looks in for a run, “Catered Aft- 
fair’ also shapes smash with $29,- 
000 in prospect opening stanza at 
the Victoria. “Rawhide Years” 
with vaudeville is heading for 
fair $16,000 at the Palace. 

“Unidentified Flying ~ Objects” 


a 








New Pix Perk L.A.; ‘Saucers’ Giant 
$142,000, 14 Spots, ‘Profane’ Great 
166 in Smallseater; UFO" 156, 4 


Los Angeles, June 19. 

Closing of schools for summer 
| Plus the opening of several stout 
new films is helping the over-all 

boxoffice in current week. Big 
; noise this frame is the sensational 
Seattle, June 19. | biz being done by “Earth Vs. Fly- 

Cooler weathef continues but it; in8 Saucers” and “Werewolf” 

is not helping biz here currently | combo. Nearly terrific $35,000 





| 
| 


‘Paces’ Plods at $6,500, 
Seattle; ‘Proud’ Hep 9G 


too much. “Proud Ones” shapes | looms in three firstruns while an 
as about the best newcomer with | additional great $107,000 or close 
a robust take at Coliseum. “23: 1S coming from two nabes and nine 


ozoners, 


“Proud and Profane” also. is 
| high on the week's list with a sock 
$16,000 or near on initial frame of 


Paces To Baker St.” is slow at 
Fifth Avenue as is “Black Sleep” 
paired with “Creeping Unknown” 
at Orpheum. Best longrunner looks | 





| to be “Ladykillers,” still big in| showcase date at the small Four 
sixth session at Music Box. Gen- Star. “Unidentified Flying Obj- 
| eral business is stout here, with | ects” looks mild $15,000 in four 


|} many exhibs blaming tele for their 
| | troubles. 


locations while “Foreign Intrigue” 


| shapes Slow $12,000 in three sites. 








hit tair $11,000 at the Mayfair in . Ss 0 
| initial round but better than re-| Estimates for This Week | “Maverick Queen looms | light 
‘cent entries at house. “Leather, Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 90- | $9,400 in two houses. 
Saint” doesn’t look likely to get | $1.25)—‘Searchers” (WB) (4th wk).! Second week of “Fantasia” con- 
/more than fair $9,000 at the Globe Good $4,500. Last week, “Doctor at! tinues socko $12,000 at Fine Arts 
opening frame. | Sea” (Rep), $2,200 in 8 days. |while third round of “Trapeze” 
“Trapeze” wound up_ second Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,870; 90- | shapes fancy $20,000 at Fox Wil- 
isession at the Capitol with a ae gel el ay ah | shire, 
socko $50,000, and is now in its|“Brain Machine” we ' “hie 
third cane “Searchers” still is} $9,000 or near. Last week, “Un-| ,, cageenage _ vue wee . 
solid at $19,000 in third round at|identified Flying Objects” (UA)| Four ee Sere See: 0-93.50) 
Criterion, and stays on. and “Sea Shall Not Have Them” |— Proud and Protane (Par). 
“Man Who Knew Too Much” | (UA), $9,800 in 9 days. | Socko $16,000 or near. Last week, 
wound up its five-week run at the| » Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; | Kana Night” (Indie) (4th wk-8 
Paramount last night (Tues.) with | $1-$1.25)—"23 Paces to Baker ail fe et $1,400. 
a fair $28,000. “That Certain|(20th) and “Blonde Bait” (Indie).| Hillstreet, Hollywood, Wiltern 
Feeling’ preems at the Par flag-| Slow $6,500. Last week, “D-Day” | (RKO-F WC -SW) (2,752; 756; 2,344; 
ship today (Wed.) with Bob Hope] (20th), and “Wiretapper” (Indie) | 80-$1.50)—"Earth Vs. Flying Sau- 
and Pear! Bailey, stars of pic, plus| (2d wk), $6,100. j cers” (Col) _ and “Werewolt” (Col). 
| band, making personals. Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- | Terrific $35,000. Last week, with 
“Bhowani Junction” with stage-| $1.25) — “Ladykillers” (Cont) (6th | Ritz, without Wiltern, “Picnic” 
| show looks to slip to fair $110,000; Wk). Big $3,000. Last week, $3,300. | (Col) and “Scarlet Hour” (Paw) (3d 
in current (4th) session at the Mu- | _ Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- | wk), $13,000. : 
sic Hall. “Eddy Duchin Story”) $1.25) — “Animal World” (WB) Orpheum, Ritz, Iris (Metropoli- 
and new stageshow opens at the} Mild $5,000. Last week, “World In | tan-k WC) (2,213; 1,363; 816; 80- 
|Hall tomorrow (Thurs.). “Seven| Corner” (U) and “Way Out” (RKO), | $1.50'—" Foreign Intrigue’ (UA) 
|Wonders of World” continued | $5,200. jand “Zanzabuku” (Rep). Slow $12,- 
‘great in its ninth stanza at the| Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 90-/ 000. Last week, Orpheum with 
| Warner with $52,600 and is now in | $1. 25) — “Black Sleep” (UA) and | Hawaii, “Birds and Bees” (Par), 
fits 10th week. “Creeping Unknown” (UA). Light | $7,400. 
| “D-Day” with stageshow sagged ' $7,500. Last week, “Searchers” | Los Angeles, New Fox, Uptown, 
'to a slow $27,000 in third stanza ai (WB) (3d wk), $6,200. | Loyola (FWC) (2,097; 965; 1,715; 
| the Roxy, with “King and I” re-| Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; | 1,248; 90-$1.50)—"“UFO” (UA) and 
placing next week. “Oklahoma” | 90-$1.25)—" Man Knew Too Much” | “Thunderstorm” (AA). Mild $15,- 
looks to wind its 36th round at the (Par), and “Scarlet Hour” (Par) | 000. Last week, L. A., Iris, Loyola, 
Rivoli with an okay $21,205. “Sa- (3d wk). Big $6,500. Last week, | Fox Beverly, “Man Gray Flannel 
fari’ moves into the State today | $8,800. Suit” (20th) and “Murder On Ap- 
(Wed.) after two mediocre weeks} proval (RKO) (2d wk-8 days), 
‘plus four days of “Cockleshell | $20,000; New Fox, Uptown, with 


|'—*‘Searchers” 


practi- |“ 
no rain this spring has left | 
farmer in a desperate situation. | 


| was $75,000. 


| 
Heroes.” | 
Estimates for This Week | 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— | 
“Proud and Profane” (Par) (2d, 
wk). Initial week ended yesterday 
(Tues.) soared to wow $37,000 I 
over, despite heat and Thursday’s 
(14) subway strike. Looks in for | 
longrun. Last week, “Harder They } 
Fall” (5th wk), over hopes, with 
$14,000 since including -preview of 
Proud.” 
Baronet (430; 


(Reade) $1.25- 


$1.80) — ‘Madam Butterfly” (IFE) 
(9th wk). Eighth week ended Mon- 
day (18) was good $5,200 after 
$5,800 in seventh Stays. 

Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
—‘‘Trapeze” (UA) (3d wk). First] 


holdover round concluded Monday 
(18) was socko $50,000. First week 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 75-$2.20) 
(WB). (4th wk)..! 
Third session finished — last* night" 
(Tues.) was solid $19,000 or near, 
Second was $27,000. * 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) | 
—Rififi” (UMPO) (3d wk). ‘Second } 
round ended yesterday (Tues.) was | 
smash $19,000. First week was! 
$22.000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 


70-$1.50) 


—‘‘Leather Saint’ (Par). First 
| week winding tomorrow (Thurs.) | 
|'looks to get fair $9,000 or less. 
Last week, “Forbidden Pianet’”’ 
M-G) (6th wk-8 days), a bit over 
expectancy at $7,500, and winding 
a very solid run. 
Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)—| 
“Wedding in Monaco” (M-G) and’! 
(Continued on page 16) | 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i.e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax, | 





| $1)—“Ladykillers” 


| 50-$1)—“Great 


“Alexander the 
(UA) 


Warner Downtown, 

| Great” (UA) and 

(24d wk), $11,000. 
Warner Downtown, 


*Manfish” 


Balto Nosedives 


Hawaii (SW- 


G&S) (1,757: 1106; 80-$1.25 
‘Proud § i) “Maverick — Queen’ (Rep) and 
“Yearling” (M-G) (reissue Light 
$9,400. Last week. in other units. 
Baltimore. June 19. Fine Arts (FWC) (631; $1.25- 
Mild new entries and ideal re- | $1.75)—‘Fantasia” (BV) (reissue) 
sort weather combine for sparse | ‘2d wk). Socko $12,000, Last week, 
grosses here this round. “The | 512,400. 
| Proud Ones” is fairish at the Cen- State, Vogue (UATC-FWC) (2,- 
tury. “Leather Saint” also was 704; 885; 90-$1.25) “Bhowani 
mild at the Hipp. “23 Paces To | Junction” (M-G) (2d wk). Milk $12,- 
Baker Sireet’’ looms limp at the! (Continued on page 16) 
New. “Target Zero” is drab at the 
Stanley. 


Estimates for This Week 


‘Wonders’ Holds Big At 


Century (Fruchtman) (3,000; 35- - - , , 
$1)—“Proud Ones” (20th), Okay $ . : 
| $8,000. Last week, “D Day” (20th) 29,000, Cincy; Bhowani 
| (2d wk), $7,000. ‘ ) 

Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50-$1) 126, Knew Much 76, 3d 
4—“Wages Of Fear’ (Indie) (3d | re , 
wk). Moderate $2,500 after $3,500 incinnati, June 19. 


Downtown trade stacks up better 
than par for his summer. “Bho- 
wani Junction,” good at the big 
Albee, holds a big lead over the 
other new bills. “Foreign Intrigue” 
is shaping barely okay at the Pal- 
ace. “Seven Wonders” retains its 
preem sock pace at Capitol in sec- 
ond. Holdovers, “Man Who Knew 
Too Much” and “Searchers” con- 
tinue favorably. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100: 84-$1.2 
“Bhowani Junction’ (M-G). Good 
$12,000 or over. Last week, 
“Searchers” (WB) (2d wk), $8,500. 
Capitol (Ohio Cinema Corp.) (1,- 
376;  $1.20-$2.65)—“Seven Won- 
ders” (Indie) (2d wk). Maintaining 

first week’s sock $29,500 tempo. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 84-$1.25'— 


| for second. 

Film Center (Rappaport) (890; 
; $1. 25-$2.50)—"“‘Oklahoma” (Magna) 
(16th wk). Still potent at $10,000) 
following $11,000 in 15th week. 

Five West (Schwaber) (490; 50- 
(Col) (4th wk). 
Still pleasing at $4,500 following 
$5.000 in third. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 
Locomotive Chase” 
(BV). Stars tomorrow (Wed.), Last 
week, “Leather Saint” (Par), mod- 
est $7,000. 

Mayfair 
“Creature 
(2d wk). 
opener, 

New (Fruchtman) 
—‘‘23 Paces To Baker 
Blah $6,000. Last week, 


‘Hicks) (980; 20-70)— 
Walks Among Us” (U) 
Miid $3,000 after $4,500 


(1,600; 50-$1) 
St.” (20th). | 
“Foreign 


Intrigue” (UA), $5,000. | “Searchers” (WB) (m.o.). Favorable 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (410; 50-, $6,000 third week. Last week, “Dal- 
$1)—“‘Adorable Creatures” (Indie)! las” (WB) and “Distant Drums” 
(3d wk). Fairish $3,000 after $3,-_(WB) (reissues), at 75-$1 scale, 
500 in second. | $5,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,200; 35-$1)\— | Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Target Zero” (WB). Drab $5,500.;““Man Who Knows Too Much” 
Last week, “The Searchers” (WB); (Par) (3d wk). Swell $7,000 after 


(3d wk), $6,000. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,400; 


'$8.800 second stanza. 
50-$1)| Palaeg (RKO) (2,600; 75-$1.10)— 


—‘Man Who Knew Too Much” | “Foreign Intrigue” (UA). Okay 
(Par) (3d wk), Okay $7,000 afier $8,000. Last week, “While Ciiy 
$10,000 last week. i Sleeps” (RKO), $7,500. 
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5 YEARS ON BROADWAY 
— and now the fabulous 
stage success becomes 
even more wonderfu 
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THE KING‘AND I" in 
_ CINEMASCOPE 55 brings 
yous New lifelike real- 


ce scccws Mag RENT 
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magic of 
CinemaScope 55! 


and scope « Clearer 
focus «Increased 
sense of audience 
participation. 
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From thelr musical Ul uth Oat King Of Siam” by Margare} Landen. 


DUAL WORLD PREMIERE.:Thursday Evening June 28th 


ROXY THEATRE, NEW YORK - 


CHINESE THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
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Fscapism Via Comedies, Mellers Seen 
By French Prods. as Paying at B.0. 


Paris, June 12. + 


Looking back over the boxoffice | 
receipts the last three years, Gallic 
producers have come to the con- | 
clusion that escapism is now the | 
thing at the wickets. They are 
convinced that the public wants to 
relax, With exotic climes, historical 

1 
ae the b.o. favorites. Hence, 
French producers are now begin- 
ning to turn mofe towards such | 
subjects. The mode of realism is | 
still strong in film content bere (as 
are the sex and sensational pix) 
but the coming production skeds | 
jook to give them a backseat. 


In 1953, audiences paid their. 
coin for the historical “Versailles,” | 
a gangster pic, “Touchez Pas a) 
Grisbi’ (Don’t Touch the Swag); | 
‘tes Femmes S’En_ Balancent” 
(Dames Get Along), gangster par- 
ody; “Monsieur Ripois,” a Gallic 
Don Juan in in London; and the | 
adolescent sex theme via “The 
Game of Love.” 


In 1954, it was again history 
on top, with “Napoleon,” followed | 


| 


' 


b) a chiller, “Diabolique”’; “Le 
Rouge Et Le Noir” (Red and} 


Black}; a period piece; “French 
Canecan”; a suspenseful gangster 
pie in “Du_ Rififi Chez Les Hom- 
mes,” and comedy in “Ali Baba” 
and “Papa, Maman Lo Bonne Et 
Moi,” “Votre Devoue Blake,” a 
tough guy parody. 

For 1955, and this year, the di- 
verting costume piece, “Les | 
Grandes Manoeuvres”; Italo docu- 
mentary, “Lost Continent,” and 
Gallic underwater entry, “Le 
Monde De Silence”; another his- 
torical entry, “Si Paris Nous Etait 
Conie”’; and a costumer in ‘‘Nana.” 

Producers Sense Public Taste | 


Producers are quick to conclude | 
the old bromide that the public 
does not really want to face the 
everyday complications and diffi- 
culties still is true. Of course, this 
thinking can easily be upset by a 
timely, forceful film. 

Comedies and adventure films! 
head the coming list, with a num- 
ber of costume pix also in the line- | 
up. Sex subjects are also plentiful | 
among current film subjects. But 
not all producers are on the band- 
wagon, and many realize it is the 
unusual and frank treatment of 
human problems and life which has 
given the Gallic pic its name in the 
international field. 

Among the more serious works | 
are a study in martyrdom in Rob- | 
ert Bresson’s “Un Condmane A | 
Mort S’Echappe” (A Condemned | 
Man Escapes); a film on witch- | 
hunting in a Gallic pie version of | 
Arthtr Miller’s “The Crucible” (to 
be called “Les Sorcieres De} 
Salem"); an updated version of | 
Dostoievsky’s “Crime and Punish- | 
ment”; and a remake of an early 
slient masterpiece about the break- 
cown of a locomotive engineer over 
a ) 


girl, “La Rue” (The Wheel), 


ADMISH BOOST NO PIC | 
PANACEA, CLAIMS KING 


Glasgow, June 12. 

Raising of cinema admission | 
Prices will not entirely cure ex- 
hibitor problems in Britain, accord- | 
ing to Sir Alexander King, cinema 
Magnate. He warned that hundreds 








ol small exhibs may “disappear” if | 
relief in entertainment tax is not 
Blven pronto. 

S11} 


Alexander blamed Harold 
\lillan, Britain’s Chancellor of 
Exchequer, for the new in- 


XY 
Via 


{ 
CI 
el 


ise in cinema prices, which take 
‘ect trom June 25. 
, Major circuits have announced | 
n 2 ~s ' 
increased prices, but Sir Alexan- | 
cer's 


80-strong chain is not raising 


admissions as yet. 





Bob Hope to London For 
BBC Radio Programs’ 


London, June 19. 


Me Hope is coming here to 
cricn tye, Series of radio prorams | 
'iginally aired in America, which | 
“"e to be featured on BBC’s light | 
Program beginning June 28. 
ay addition to the star, the! 
, es will feature James Stewart, | 
re Zsa Gabor, Divound OBrien, | 

‘Inia Mayo, Rosema 1 ] 
and David Niven. oe | 





La 


Mex Govt. Cracks Dow 
On Brit. Pix Playdates 


Mexico City, June 12. 

Jurge Ferretis, local chief cen- 
notice no _ English-produced pix 
will be allowed to be exhibited 
here. In an official announcement 
Ferretis stated, “No English films 
will be exhibited in the theatres 
of the capital (Mexico City) until 
some arrangement can be made for 
the marketing of our films in that 
country because the English have 
not bought one single film of ours 
during this year.” 

Eagle-Lion, local distrib setup 
for British films, is said to be pre- 
paring a memorandum to their gov- 
ernment for official aid. However, 
unless an arrangement similar to 
that recently worked out with the 
French government can be devised, 
local sources doubt that any solu- 
tion to the problem will be possible 
for some time. 





Mex Union Chiefs See 


Continuance of U.S. Prod. 
There a Real ‘Must’ 


Mexico City, June 12. 

Welfare of Mexican film union- 
ists depends more than ever upon 
continuance of Americans making 
films down here it is now admitted 
by the Picture Production Work- 
ers (STPC) and National Actors 
Union (ANDA). There is not a 
Hollywood film now in work in this 
country. Americans made eight of 
the 92 pix produced in Mexico last 
season. Unions made no secret of 
the fact that production this year 
by Mexicans in Mexico will fail to 
support their members. Labor, 


Mexican 


up with a 60 total. 

Saying that American produc- 
tion in Mexico is the “veritable 
lifesaver for our film workers— 
players, technical and 
workers,” Jorge Martinez de 
Hoyos ANDA’s conflicts sec, ex- 


| plained that the Yankee always pay 


in dollars (it takes many, many 
ight-cent pesos to make a dollar), 
and at scales that are frequently as 
much as 200% higher than that 
paid by Mexican producers. Mexi- 
cans, too, are eager to work for 
the Americans because their pay 
is far above Mexican minimum 
rates, Hoyos said. 

STPC and ANDA, however, 
count upon Americans to produce 
at least seven pix from July to 
September. The unions indicate 
that Hollywoodians may make a to- 
tal of 10 pix in this country this 
year. 

U. S. companies, producing in 
Mexico this year, will make Ssix- 
to-seven ‘features or a few more, 


and are only waiting for the rainy | 
Most of these pix} 


season to end. 
are almost entirely exteriors, said 
Alfonso Sanchez Tello, vet 
ducer and rep of several Holly- 
woodians in Mexico. 

These films coming up include 
“The Assassination of Trotsky,” 
“The Black Scorpion,” “The Cult 
of Evil,” “The Emperor of Sonora” 
and “Pagan Princess.” In addition, 
Robert Jacks is reported planning 


'a version in English (with an all- 


American cast) of “With Whom Do 


Our. Daughters Associate?”, cur- 
rent Mexican boxoffice champ) 
here. 





‘Outline Rules For 


Command Film Show 
London, June 19. 

Entries for this year’s 
Command Film Performance at the 
Empire, Leicester Square, on Oct. 
29 must be submitted by Aug. 31. 
This was decided at the first com- 
mittee meeting held here last 
week. 

At that meeting it was stipulated 
that films for selection should not 
have had prior public showing in 
Great Britain, that no foreign 
language films would be accepted 
without English dubbing and all 
should be censored. Method of 
selection will follow last year’s 
pattern when Lord Radcliffe was 
independent chairman, with a 
panel which inciuded members of 
the Critics’ Circle. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Fired, Buys TV Time To 
Air His Side of Case 


London, June 19. 
Millionaire Sir Bernard Docker 
who was sacked last week from 
the chairmanship of the Daimler 
Car Co. is the first private indi- 
vidual to buy time on commercial 
tv to air a personal grievance. He 


invested $8,400 to ventilate his beet | 


against his former co-directors and 
te win support from individual 
stockholdezs. 


PExages . His three spots last Friday (15) | 
ses and outright adventure en- S0r, announced that until further | were networked between London, 


Birmingham and Manchester. 


Mex Producers 
Seek Less Govt. 





Mexico City, June 12. 

An 8-point plan has been offered 
by the Mexican Producers Assn. 
demanding less government in 
their biz and asks that trade’s 
own bank, the Banco Nacional Cin- 
ermatografico, widen credits and 
be more ‘democratic’ *to loan seek- 
ers, advancing equally to all. It 
urges that the bank stick strictly 
to banking and not make any pix 
on its own. Preposal is being 
mulled by Angel Cavabajal, Secre- 
tary of the Interior, top govern- 
ment department that oversees the 
film industry. 

The producers also want aboli- 
tion of the bank’s practice of trus- 
teeship over pix which it finances 
until loans are repaid in full. Pro- 
ducers desire to exploit their film 
themselves and pay the bank off in 
installments. They also would place 
an association member on _ the 
bank’s board and another on the 





pro- | 


Royal | 


National Cinematographic Board. 


‘economic and distribution are so|1" this way they think producers 
| hampering 
| that natives fezr the year will wind 


| 


production | would have a say in the financing 


‘of their biz as well as the censor- 
ing and classifying of Mexican pix. 

The association would eliminate 
the bank's anticipations committee 
ito allow anticipatory payments to 


manual|be decided upon and have these 


| made by the boards of the various 


distributors. The producers want 
to convert Peliculas Mexicanas, old- 
time indie distributor of Mexican 
pix abroad, into a “company for 
public and not private benefit, as 
\it is now.” : 


bank has been making pix on its 
own through the government-ad- 
ministered Clasa Studios here. 





More Govt. Money For 
Mexican Quality Films; 
Check Stories Pre-Loan 


Mexico City, June 12. 

More coin for Mexican film pro- 
ducers is in the offing since the 
government has become convinced 
that adequate financing is a must 
for the quality films it is demand- 
ing, according to trade 
The government expects soon to 
authorize the trade’s own bank, the 
Banco Nacional Cinematografico, 
to make loans of $20,000 or less per 
pic. 

The bank’s present financing 
range goes from $8 to $12,000 for 
each film. Extent of financing is 
gauged by how the bank likes the 
screen _ story. Producers must 
present. scripts with each loan ap- 
' plication. 
| The government is being urged 
by producers to hike the bank’s 
| capital so that it can provide fi- 
|nancing of $24,000-$28,000 per pro- 
duction. The association 
wants the bank to 
making pix on its own and stick 
strictly to the banking business. 

Cinematografico’s capital now is 
$800,000. Its April 











$256,000 worth of its bonds circu- 
lating. 


Mex Union Pensions 18 Members 
Mexico City, June 5. 

The National Actors Union 

(ANDA) has life-pensioned 18 

members, stage-pic actors-actresses 

at $16-$40 monthly each. 





star character actress. 


In Pix Industry 


The association charged that the | 


reports. | 


also! 
discontinue | 


30 balance! 
sheet showed loans, credits and dis-| 
counts totaling $5,851,376.25 and 








| 


2 More Buenos Aires 
| Houses Install V’Vision 


Buenos Aires, June 12. 
! Another two cinemas here have 
installed VistaVision, in addition 
to the Gran Rex. These are the 
/Callao and Plaza, where Paramount 
j|has just released “3-Ring Circus” 
| day-date. Vision installations have 
‘also been made in Rosario, Bahia 
| Blanca and Santa Fe, with “To 
'Catch a Thief” (Par) playing these 
spots. 

Because legit is not faring so 
well this year, whereas film exhibi- 
tors are doing boff biz, there is talk 


Theatre to films. The Casino also 
may become a cinema. Oiher con- 
versions are being mulled. 


Top US., British Product 
Hypoing Aussie’s Lively 
Autumn Pic Atteadaice 


Sydney, June 12. 

Continuous flow of top quality 
product from the U.S. and England. 
plus a sprinkling of Continental 
fare, is the reason why cinemas 
{here report solid fall trade. Both 
exhibitors and distributors are 
reaping a healthy payoff. 

Here “Tender Trap” 
swings into 14th week 
jtinues a sellout. “Rose ‘Tatioo” 
(Par) is smash in eighth week. 
Par also is in top coin with “Court 
|Jester’” (8th wk). “Dam Busters” 
| (WB) is terrific in second week 
‘and set for lengthy run. 
Many Hits in Sydney 
| Others bidding for longruns in- 
iclude “Joe Macbeth” (Col), “Seven 
| Cities of Gold” (20th), “Never Say 
i'Goodbye” (U), “Deep Blue Sea” 
;(20th), “I Am Camera” (20th), 
|“Richard III” (London), “I'll Cry 
'Tomorrow” (M-G) and “Madame 
| Butterfly” (Blake), “Carousel” 
| (20th) in C’Scope 55 preemed at 
ithe Regent for Hoyts’ loop and has 
|a big advance sale. 





(M-G) 
and con- 








‘Jester’ Sock In Melbourne 
} Melbourne, June 12. 
“Dam Busters” (WB) is tops 


i here in third week. “Marty” (UA) 
| swings into solid fifth stanza. Par’s 
i“Court Jester” looks set for long 
run, as does Metro’s “Meet Me in 
Las Vegas.” Balance of promising 








pix include “Rose Tattoo” (Par), 
“Ten Tall Men” (20th), “La Mon 
|dana_ Respittosa” (Blake) and 


! 


|“Rititi’” (Indie). 





‘Dolls’ Wows Brisbane 
Brisbane, June 12 
| “Guys and Dolls” (M-G) is a 
wow here in third week. Par is 
likewise in top coin with “Living It 


|Up.” Lineup includes “Left Hand 
ot God” (20th) and “Cell 2455” 
| (Col). 


} 
| 





‘Dolls’ Also Big In Adelaide 

| . Adelaide, June 12. 

| “Guys and Dolls” (M-G) is away 
‘to a smash preem here and looks 
\Okay for a long run. “Black 
|Knight” (Col) carries plenty of 
|b.o. weight presently. “Doctor At 


| Sea” (Rank) nifty is in 11th week, | 


with “Rose Tattoo” (Par) also in 
top brackets. Other good biz pul- 
lers include “Red Velvet Swing” 


(20th), “Raising a Riot’ (London) 
and “Dragnet” (WB). 
Austrians Better Pix 
Patrons Than Germans 
Vienna, June 12 
This Austrian capital city tops 
the German-language keys in film 
| attendance. Recently check reveais 
that the average Vienna patron 
| goes to the cinema 30 times a year. 
Austria aiso leads in provincial 
spots, with Baden near Vienna 
reaching 40 times a year. 
| Despite this fact, attendance was 
|merely better than 47° of the 
| seats available. Distribs are some- 
what perturbed. Imports from 
' America topped with 585 films dur- 
|ing the past year. West Germany 
| was second with 176. “Three Coins 


| best. 


‘of converting the Grand Splendid | 


West End Better; ‘Planet’ Potent 
$10,000, ‘Cry’ Sockeroo 146 in 3d, 
‘Serenade’ Fine $8,499, 


Also in 3d 
London, June 11 
| With a break in the weather, 
there was an immediate spurt in 
West End firstrun returns. “For- 
bidden Planet” at London Pavilion 
Was soaring to a fancy $10,300 in 
first frame. 

“T'll Cry Tomorrow” continues 
a major draw at the Empire where 
the third round still is a sturdy 
$14,000 or close. The Warner's 
“Serenade” clicked is fine $8,400, 
aiso in third stanza. 

Two new British 
mecest staris. “Pacific Destiny” 
vrossed a sieady $4800 opening 
round at the Odeon, Marble Arch. 
|“It’s Great To Be Young” wound 
its first frame at Rialto with a 
neat $3,700. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Carlion (20th) (1.128; 70-$1.70)— 


entries made 


“Hilda Crane’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Modest $4,200 same as previous 
sesh. “Yield to Night” (ABP) 


|presmed June 14. 
Casino (Indie) (1,337; 70-$2.15)— 
“Cinerama Holiday” (Robin) (16th 
wk). Big $16,5C0. Stays indef. 
Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.70)— 
“Lil Cry Tomorrow” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Heading for sturdy $14,000 
or near. Second was $15,500. 
Gaumont (CMA) (1.500; 50-$1.70) 
—‘Maverick Queen” (Rep) and 
“Walk Into Paradise’ ‘ABP) (2d 
wk). Below hopes at around $4,000. 
same as opening frame. “Long 
Arm” (Rank) follows June 21. 
Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 


(1,376; 50-51.70)—“'Congo ~ Cross- 
ing” (Rank) and “Raw Edge” 
(Rank). Neat $7.560. 


London Pavilfon (UA) (1,217; 50- 
$1.70)——"'Forbidden Planet” (M-G), 
Great $10,000 or over likely. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2.200; 50-51.70)—‘‘Storm Centre” 
(Col) (83d wk). Fair $4,200. ‘“‘Jac- 
queline’’ (Rank) opens June 14. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2,- 
200; 50-$1.70)——“Pacific Destiny” 
(BL) (2d wk). Around $4,800, bet- 
ter than opening stanza, 


Plaza (Pai) (1,902; 70-$1.70) — 
“Birds and Bees” (Par) and 
“Leather Saint” (Par). Fair $7,500. 


“Man Who Knew Too Much” (Par) 
opens June 22. 

Riatto (29ih) (592; 50-$1.30) — 
“Ti’'s Great To Be Young” (ABP) 


(2d wk). Over $4,000, an improve- 
ment over opening round's $3.700. 

titz (M-G) (432; 50-$1.30)—""Man 
Who Never Was” (20th) (3d wk). 
Good $3,000 or near. 

Warner (WB) (1,785; 50-$1.70)— 
“Serenade” (WB) (3d wk). Solid 
$8,400. Second week, $8,100. 


‘ALICE’ PREEMED IN 
SO. AFRICA’S ALICE 


Johannesburg, June 12. 
The small country town of Alice 
(just over 800 population) in the 


Cape Province was the scene re- 
cently of South Africa’s' most 
unusual preem when the British 


ifilm of Nevil Shute’s best-selling 
novel. “A Town Like Alice,” was 
lopened there. The “Alice” of the 


|film is Alice Springs in Australia. 
| The Australian preem was held 
conventionally in Sydney. But 
South African film publicity men, 
with the cooperation of local men 
at Alice, Cape, decided this was 
too good a chance to be missed. 
{And so the local Beacon Hall, 
which seats only 200 people, got 
the full treatment for a national 
preem 

It was a white tie and tails af- 
fair, with visitors coming from 
hundreds of miles away, and na- 
tional papers carrying news of the 
event Pic was chosen as Britain’s 
entry at the Cannes .Festival, but 
withdrawn because the Japs 
objected to iis frank treatment of 
their cruelty in Malaya. 

For the 800 citizens of Alice, this 


was 


was their Big Night. They con- 
ferred the freedom of their town 
on author Shute. The publicity 


boys put both the town and film 
on the map. 





More Mex Pix in Mexico 
Mexice City, June 12. 
Italy has become a sunny place 
‘for Mexican pix. The National 
Cinematographic Board announced 


One of;in Fountain” (20th) was best at that 10 full-length Mexicans were 
them is Amelia Wilhelmy, once | the b.o, “Sabrina” (Par) was next|shown in that country last year 
jas against only two 10 years ago. 
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They’re all from M-G-M. If you haven't played 
them you're missing a lot of fine shows! 
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REMINDER! ‘‘Somebody Up There Likes Me’ Theatre Preview! In all Exchange Cities — 
June 27th to July 2nd, inclusive! 
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~ Income Tax Haunts Jesse Lasky 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Ninth U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco has re- 
jected Jesse L. Lasky’s appeal from an order to pay $449,237 in 
Federal income taxes on the grounds that the petition for a re- 
view was not filed within the three month deadline period. Dis- 
pute centres around the $820,000 Lasky and his wife Bessie received 
from Warners in 1942 for the sale of film rights to the story of 
Sergeant York. 

Laskys contended the money should be taxed as capital gains 
while the government insisted it was ordinary income. Veteran 
producer said the review petition was filed late because the tax 
court ruling had been misfiled. Referring to the bill for $729,389, 
taxes and interest, presented by the Collector of Internal revenue 
here, Lasky declared “I am 74 and Mrs. Lasky is 66. We do not 
have sufficient assets to pay the deficiencies.” 


 *F orget Bidding in Kansas City 


Exhibs Reported Relieved That Product Scramble 
Is Eased 


U’s $2,047,383 Earnings 


Net earnings of $2,047,383, after 
a $1,885,000 provision for income 
taxes, has been reported by Uni- 
versal and subsédiaries for the 26 
weeks ended April 28. This marks 
the seventh consecutive year that 
profits have constantly increased 
for Universal. 

Earnings, after dividends on pre- 
ferred stock, are equivalent to 
$2.08 per share on 927,254 shares 




















Kansas City, June 19. 

Bidding for first run product has 
been waylaid by an informal agree- 
ment dividing up available product 
among major first runs here. Just 
how the product is divided isn’t 
too carefully defined, but the idea 
functions as a gentlemen's agree- 
ment leaving something for every- 
0) 








1e. 

A factor making the idea work- 
able was the removal of the RKO 
Missouri Theatre from the first 
run picture, as the house was taken 





the same period a year ago, earn- 





over by Cinerama. Product from ings were $2,014,960 after $1,830,- 
the Missouri is thus added to the | 000 for income taxes. This was 
pool drawn upon by four other equivalent to $1.87 per share on 
’ ; Faitaaers 1,015,709 common shares outstand- 
regular first run situations (along ing at that time. 
with two art filmers). 
Mainline exhibs are heaving | 
sighs of relief over this, as the PRODUCERS GUILD SEEKS 
bidding was generously described 
as murderous over the past year OWN OFFICE STRUCTURE 
here. A focal point of this develop- | 
ment has been the Durwood op- Hollywood, June 19. 
erate Roxy Theatre, which | Next Hollywood guild to have its 
switched from subsequents to first | OWN building will be the Screen 
runs more than a year ago by | Producers Guild, prexy Samuel G. 
bidding pictures on to its screen. Engel disclosed. Screen Directors 
raat enateed& Meee en tities Guild and Screen Actors Guild 
" at a ,:.- | both have built their own home 
and product switchihg involving headauarters 
; 4 ; readquarters, 

the other situations, Fox Midwest : : , : 
(Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Grana- | Growth of SPG in the last six 


years demands establishment of a 
permanent headquarters, Engel de- 
clared. He’ll head a special com- 
mittee to consider a possible site, 
type of architecture and financing. 
Report will be submitted to 
|SPG executive board for a go-ahead 


da), Loew’s (Midland), United Par- | 
amount (Paramount). Although 
the product division is flexible, it’s 
assuned that most Paramount 
product will go to the Paramount 
with some of Warners, about what 
it had before the bidding flurry; 











much of Warners and some RKQ/| Signal with final plans to be sub- 
and others to the Roxy: most of | Mitted to the membership for a 
M-G and much of®United Artists | 4¢¢ision. 
to the Midland; Twentieth and Uni- 
versal to Fox Midwest. | 
Distributors are looking on the Theatre Copy 
Situation somewhat askance, as od-| 
mittedly it takes plums out of =a Continued from pase 7 aaa 
their mouths. >xhibs clai , 
it nouths And exhibs claim/it attempts to unmask the give- 
iS an arrangement which is 


aways by presenting what it con- 
| Siders the facts of life. 
| “We DIDN’T hide $105,000 and 
|} ask you to run around in the blaz- 
ing heat looking for it,” read the 
scare headline topping the ad. 
“We DON’T urge you to sit and 
| sweat waiting for a Big Bill phone 
call you'll likely never get. (Odds: 
1 to the number of Minnesota tele- 


bound to endure because of its in- 
herent self defense. 


——— 


Banks Read Title 


— 


—<—e_ Continued from page 3 














and discovery of sufficiently off- 
beat subjects to warrant that pro- | 


ducer turning his full attention | phones.) 
{ their y ale “di 
plein development, according; “we DO offer you about $1,000,- 


to Preminger. 
‘ knew that Josh Logan was 


in 
the delightfully COOL Radio City 


1000 in wonderful entertainment 


of common stock outstanding. For | 


the | 


. 
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METRO MOVE T0 
GUT SELL COSTS 


What may be the forerunner of 
similar economy moves and gen- 
eral streamlining of distribution 
operation has been launched by 
Metro with the consolidation of the 
Omaha and Des Moines sales ter- 
ritories. Under the new arrange- 
ment, which goes into effect short- 
ly, sales, booking, and clerical work 
in connection with accounts in the! 
two territories will be handled out 
of Des Moines. These activities 
will be halted in the Omaha office 
which, however, will continue to 
ship and inspect prints for theatres 
in the Omaha territory. 

Combining of sales, booking, 
and clerical functions will result in 
considerable saving in manpower 
and in the weekly payroll for the 
area. Salesmen will continue, as 
in the past, to call on customers 
in the Iowa, Nebraska, and South 
Dakota areas comprising the Oma- 
ha shipping territory. Vincent F. 
Flynn, Omaha branch manager, 
will transfer his headquarters to 
Des Moines and will be in charge 
of the combined sales operation. 














‘Pete Gage, We Love You’ 











Summer showmanship drive, 
dedicated to exec v.p. Edwin 
“Pete” Gage, gets under way on the 
Walter Reade circuit July 31, with 
close to 40 managers participating. 

Drive runs for seven weeks and 
will see more than $4,000 in prizes 
distributed. Managers will com- 
pete in six categories: gross, ex- 
penses, attendance, concessions, ex- 
ploitation and theatre operation. 


‘SHIRLEY JONES DAY’ 
OPENS 








‘OKLAHOMA’ 


Pittsburgh, June 19. 

Biggest ballyhoo here for a film | 
in years accompanied “Oklahoma” | 
opening last week at Nixon and it 
was all geared around Shirley | 
Jones, local area gal who plays the 





G. E. (Jerry) McGlynn, formerly |role of Laurey. Kickoff was a 
branch manager at Des Moines, special pre-preem afternoon show- 
ant aaa reese Peete (se i ing for entire town of nearby 

According to Metro, exhibitors | Smithton, where Miss Jones’ fam- 
in the Omaha territory have done | ily lives and her father runs a} 
most of their booking direct with | brewery. Village shut down tight 


the salesmen or by mail and tele- | 
phone and that few made visits to 
the exchange headquarters. Sales 
chief Charles M. Reagan said that 
the economy of operation which 
will result from the consolidation 
will be as much in the exhibitor’s 
“as our own.” 

It's anticipated that similar con- 
solidations will take place in the 


'for the event and its 800 citizens 
/came to Pittsburgh, 18 miles away, 
| for the event, preceded by a parade 
in in 
with fringe on top, and naturally 
accompanied by plenty of news- 
paper space. 

Opening itself was a social event 
and sponsored by Pittsburgh Play 


which star rode a surrey 


near future at other branch offices, house, which tossed a fancy din- 
with the merger of the Albany and ner at the community theatre 
New Haven territories being listed | restaurant before proceeding 
as a most likely possibility. Prac- | downtown in an motoreade. Play- 
tice, it’s expected, will also spread | house was where Miss Jones, then 
to other major distributors, 17, first studied acting 
a . 
nsiae Stull—riciures 
Barney Balaban, president of Paramount, appears emerging as the 


most dominant figure at meetings among the top brass from all com- 
panies who form the board of the Motion Picture Assn. of America. 
A close second, according to observers, is 20th-Fox’s Spyros P. Skouras 
For years the “general” was Nicholas M. Schenck. But he’s lost prom- 
inence since moving “upstairs” to the board chairmanship of Loew’s, 
yielding the presidency to Arthur M. Loew. The MPAA sessions of 
the past invariably were marked by a show of respect for Schenck 
to the extent that all conversation would stop when he began to offer 
an opinion on the issue of the day, 

Balaban, said insiders, looks now 
role, closely followed by Skouras, as sort of the senior statesman. 
views, particularly, carry weight with his top-echelon colleagues. 


to be taking such a commanding 
His 


Time and place of Metro’s location shooting of “The Wings of Eagles,” 


| John Wayne starrer directed by John Ford, will be determined by 
the Navy. Studio is awaiting notification on the availability of an air 
craft carrier, World War II variety, which is needed for key scenes. 





Arrangements already have been made for the loan of the vessel to 
Metro prior to the carrier being scrapped since most of the ships of 
this class are inactive and fast growing obsolete. When a carrier of 
the Saratoga class is due at Saratoga, Fla., the studio will be notified 
and final arrangements for filming will be made. 

The mammoth billboard space atop the Victoria and Astor Theatres 
on Times Square was set to go to Paramount on a leasing deal with 
Artkraft-Strauss sign company, that would have cost the film company 
$8,500 a month for four months plus painting charges of $15,000. All 
for “‘War and Peace,” which is to bow at the Capitol in August 

But City Investing owns the space, measuring 655x260 feet, and also 
owns the Vic and Astor. After drafting its ad, Par was notified by 
A-S that the deal was off. No reason was given but it appears that City 





| Investing won’t have the space used to promote any picture not playing 


L- . 
looking for something off the | theatre.” 
Cater ‘ . Ye . “1 ° P . 
mi | path for a personal proj- Minneapolis radio stations’ cash 
i he said. “He isn’t interested | giveaway warfare is nearly two 
. anything that might be called | months old now and it’s estimated 


routine or ordinary. I was able to 
find exactly what he had in mind 
in the controversial ‘Birdman of 
Alcatraz,’ first novel by Thomas 


that. about a total of $50,000 
been dispensed. The $105,000 re- 
{ferred to in the theatre ad is a 
E. Gaddis | draft concealed somewhere in the 
eae eT city by WDGY and one must listen 
writs by the way, is a new'to that station’s broadcasts for 
Pea whom I was able to interest | clues to its whereabouts. If not 
Henreid in for the screen |found within 10 days it’s worth 
fatment of a picture to star Bette | only $500. 

uve | “Big Bill,” mentioned in the Ra- 
Another case in peint, agent | dio City ad, makes the telephone 
rte out, was his finding “The | calls at random for WCCO, which 
‘an With the Golden Arm” for jis giving away by far the most 
IS brother, producer-director Otto | money. He also announces the 
reminger, as an offbeat yarn. Still |key phrases which the _ person 
another is 
Which Preminger 


p J is order to win. 
tig, ping for his next 
n, 


| 10-day period 
‘on the line.” 


currently 
indie produc- 


During the current 
WCCO ‘has $250,000 


has | 


“Bonjour Tristesse,’|called must be able to repeat in| 


| 





| 


150th anni. 


either the Vic or Astor. 


| U, 


| lander 


Heineman’s Boast on Trapeze’: 
Biggest Opener (June 28) Ever Seen 


+ 


Hollywood. June 19. 

“Trapeze” will top the one week 
gross record of any other film in 
the history of the business by at 
least $500,000 in the first frame of 
its general release, United Artists 
sales veepee William J. Heineman 
predicted here. Picture goes out 
June 28 and has been booked into 
360 situations for the ensuing sev- 
en days. 

Heineman said other films have 
had mass bookings in as many the- 
atres but none has played so many 
ciass theatres in the U. S. and 
Canada. 

Sales exec also reported UA is 
ahead of its anticipated returns 
thus far this year and may top the 
$65,000,000 12month gross predict- 
ed several months ago by UA prexy 


| Arthur Krim. 








TV Milch Cow 


——aae Continued from 





page | Goa 


commercials, seems to have been 
as Slight. 
Pet Milk Kraft display 
recipes on television that can be 
picked up at the store counters 
S. Steel had an “Operation 
Snowflake” before the Xmas of 
1954 to push white goods that got 
into all media after a tv kickoff; 


and 


{corporation is doing it again, this 


time gimmick being: give the bride 


steel for her wedding. In the old 
days of the DuMont network, 
armies of “Captain Videos” lined 
grocery shelves, to entice kiddies. 
Alka Seltzer carries “Speedy,” its 
characier in commercials, to print 
and the point of sale, to get as 
much mileage out of the presum- 
ably popular puppet as it can. If 
it’s not a continual exploitation, 
Rheingold beer at least launches 
the “Miss Rheingold” contest on 
tv and counters, before it turns 
with almost complete exclusivity 
to print 

Said to be perfect example of 
tv exploitation is what is done by 
Young & Rubicam for Piel’s. They 


use the highly popular Harry and 
Bert characters from their tv com- 
mercial spots and plaster the car- 
toon characters all over billboards 


and in print ads 

While Y&R gets a plug in ex- 
ploitation, Kenyon & Eckhardt is 
believed the only major tv agency 
which has plunged into exploita- 
tion up to the hips. Rin Tin Tin’s 
picture is used for Nabisco almost 


everywhere. Mennen works its ex- 
ploitation through the Wednesday 
night fights, ete. And the big ex- 
ample is Ed Sullivan for Lincoln- 
Mercury. 

Sullivan brings up another kind 
of exploitation. There are the in- 
tegrated tv-print ads and point of 
purchase, but the only kind of ex- 
ploitation that has gained video 
acceptance has been where tv stars 
make the sales circuit for their 
sponsors. Yet once Sullivan, Bill 
Lundigan of “Climax,” and maybe 
Lassie, are counted the remaining 
number is negligible. 

NBC-TV lately hired Al 
away from Columbia Pic- 
tures to do tv exploitation. In his 
case he’s primarily exploiting pro- 
grams and personalities, not spon- 
sored goods, and with some hefty 
results 

Syndicators of 


Ry- 


tv film are said 


to be the only ones who've gotten 


Preview audiences will be asked to choose whether Paramount’s 
“The Buster Keaton Story” has a happy or a sad ending. Writer-pro- 
ducers Robert Smith and Sidney Sheldon are shooting it both ways 
They prefer the happy ending, but Keaton is opposed, pointing out 
that the late Irving Thalberg insisted he smile in a film once and the 
public didn’t like the departure from his frozen-faced mien. The 
scene, he recalled, was re-shot. 


The hope of the motion picture industry today is the young pro- | 
ducer, unfettered by hidebound practices and whose honest, youthiul 
enthusiasm permits a fresh approach to new subjects, according to 
Samuel Goldwyn, Jr. Goldwyn, stiil in his 20’s, has just completed | 
his second indie for United Artists release, ‘“Sharkfighters,” following 
his initialer, “‘Man With the Gun.” 


New racket has cropped up in Hollywood, George Flaherty, IATSE 
Hollywood rep, disclosed last week. Unidentified person has been 
soliciting the studios for ads in a souvenir booklet supposedly com- 
memmorating the 50th anni of IA. Solicitor is completely unauthor- 
ized Flaherty declared—-and pointed out that this isn’t even the union’s 





| plan, 


| place 


any real degree of exploitation 
launched for tv. Because the syn- 
dicated market is so tight, they're 
willing to do much of the work of 
exploitation, but for a_ fully-in- 
tegrated exploitation program feel- 
ing in the agency is needed to 
process and coordinate. 

. The billings house is the only 
where the same copy and 
art that go into tv commercials 
can be readied for newspapers and 


| mags, the place where personnel 


are supposed to have a full knowl- 
edge of the sponsor’s individual 
merchandising problems—wiere to 
hit hard and where not. 

As somebody said, ‘Television 
without exploitation is like show- 
ing off a beautiful cow, but not 
milking it.” 
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) gancis is SCARED ond 
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, at 


A Mickey’s.a 


_side-kick of that. 

. Famous Talking Mule 
' ,.sand they're both 
too scared to. 


When “ 

get caught ina ae 
creepy castle-it's Ag 
every ghost for ™ 
himself! 




















& 
with VIRGINIA WELLES * PAUL CAVANAGH + DAVID JANSSEN and }rancis The Talking Mule 
bvected ty CHARLES LAMONT scceday'ty HERBERT MARGOLIS «uWILLIAM RAYNOR Base STERN Produced ty ROBERT ARTHUR 








The battle cry of 
the South Pacific! 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange ) 
For Week Ending Tuesday (19) 


1956 Net 
High Low Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in 100s High Low Close for week 
3215 245 AmBr. Par Th 107 30 29 29 = % 
283g 2314 CBS “A” 65 2418 2358 235% — 5% 
2814 23 CBS “B” 54 24 2312 2358 — 3, 
2634 181% Col Pix 60 2018 18%s8 20 +11 
16°3 14'% Decca 34 14°4 14'4 1414 +. 
9573 7534 Eastman Kdk 50 8914 8712 8873 1] 
478 358 EMI 61 3°4 3>8 3°83 — 
12 8% List Ind..... 131 9238 Rig 98 — 
25! 18% Loew’s 174 2258 22 » 22'% + 1% 
914 7% Nat. Thea 126 77s 714 734 4 1g 
3615 3014 Paramount 61 3514 3234 33 — 
3612 22 Philco 198 225% 21538 2134 | 
5038 411% RCA 175 43 4213 42'4 a. 44 
873 714 Republic 9 "7% 758 734 aie 
15! 1534 Rep., pfd :' 1 13°4 13°4 13%4 os 
17°4 15 Stanley War. 34 15° 15 15 = 56 
9734 2214 Storer . 28 24)5 23° 23° =<: te 
2914 2i1% 20th-Fox 64 23°83 2234 227% am’ 
2915 2442 Univ. Pix... 2 25°58 25538 25% +118 
82!2 76 Univ., pfd. ..*130 7 76 77 + 34 
94°, 18'S Warner Bros, 317 2418 23 235% + %4 
14114 108'8 Zenith 7 113 lll 111 —1"%4 
American Stock Exchange 
618 35g Allied Artists 42 413 373 4's + &% 
314 934 AlldArt.,pfd. 6 1012 10! 10° 4 + 4 
218 lla C& C Super 79 1“4 153 14 — 1s 
10 6 Du Mont 47 6° 3 618 614 + & 
312 3 Guild Films 17 318 3 3 — 
533 3 Nat’l Telefilm 113 538 473 5 _ 
5°4 284 Skiatron 16 358 312 315 -— &% 
12°s 11°, Technicolor... 55 115, 1153 1158 nore 
410 314 Trans-Lux.. 9 312 3l2 32 — 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
RA ii iin.n in ois che cc ccvecvecnvnseeers ». 33°38 36'4 + 3% 
Chesapeake Industries ..........0+eee+08 278 3°8 + 1s 
Cinerama Inc. idebGeeeeeeeveenss 27m 158 — 
Cinerama Prod. eareiee et ter rkese% ee 333 _- 
DuMont Broadcasting .......... Martie te esrts 673 738 — 
ee, cl Sy edk wae ieee Oe ae 2°83 3 — 4 
Ee eres ere ee ee ea 2'3 258 + 18 
i ea ea 63° 70 + 4 
OE 56 pace bke wena es eeene. sere 7°58 — 1x, 
Walt Disney ec lah lela hea ene atetaeG ah akar Mee ee 47\4 34 


*Actual Volume 


‘Guatatane furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 


Put That suortage | in Your Eyewash 


Distribs Say ‘Sel!er’s Market’ Is Myth—Exhibs Buy 
and Book Very Cannily 


he 
industry 


exhibitor argument that the 
is currently in the midst 
market” a myth, 

The 


“seller's is 
officials 
they 
that 
despite 
to the 


Ol a 


distributor maintain. 


reverse, is actually 


and 


Say, 
it’s still a 
all the 
shortage 


case “buyer's 
market” 
elating 


tures. 


strong 


of pic- 
competition among the 
companies, it’s maintatined, 
at an all-time high for a theatre’s 
ing time. In a report to its 

staffers, Metro points out, 
nple, that “exhibitors have 
yne more selective in their buy- 
labit putting off a salesman 
they may have bought 
visit a few years ago. 
that a better deal will 
I forthcoming from another.” 


is 


dies 


{ 
ray 
| 


hom 
lis first 
e hope 


shortage, 
not give the dis- 
ilor the advantage over the ex- 
who carefully choosing 
oduction costs while “the pub- 
ided leisure and highet in- 

( — By m them 

er than e\ 


The so-called product 


said, does 


1S 


ike 


ng its 
to make frequent calls as the 
of “selling,” Metro 
t the recent testimony be- 
Senate Small Business 
tee makes it seem that 

Vy was out trying to sell pic- 

and that exhibitors waited 
é ie distributors’ door to “beg 
lor product.” It cites the case of a 
Smalltown exhibitor who had nine 
film salesmen and one branch man- 
aSer call on him in one week. This, 
‘letro concludes, “is indicative of 
the competition which still exists 
for his playing time.” 
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Lida With Schwalberg 


Fred Lida this week joined Art- 
ists-Producers Associates as ad-pub 
director, this in line with the A. W. 
Schwalberg outfit’s expansion pro- 

am, 

Lida previously was ad coordina- 
tor at LF.E. 


| 


+— 


the | 


charges | 





Add: Shortage 


Minneapolis, June 19. 
Product pinch resul‘s: 
RKO’s loop first run Pan has 

Universal oldies, “Tap Roots” 

and ‘‘Kansas Raiders.”’ 
Neighborhoods are on reis- 

sue or repeat of “I Am a Cam- 


era,” “Summertime,” “My Pal 
Gus,” “The Trouble With Har- 
ry,’ “Rear Window” and even 


“Rhubarb.” 


NON-BUDGE SPANIARDS 
STYMIE YANK PACT 





MIotion Pictu "xport As 1 
New York pa osed that Eric A 
Johnston, president, continued his 


stay in Madrid in a last-minute ef- 
fort to settle differences with the 
Spanish government concerning a 
new film trading agreement. John- 
ston was to go to London Monday 
(18) but instead will remain in the 
Spanish capital until tomorrow 
In the face of earlier encourage- 
ment from Francisco Franco and 
other government  leade the 
Spanish are still adamar about 
conditions in the projected new 
pact that caused the original stale- 
mate in negotiations and resulted 
in the cessation of shipment of 
new American films to Spain. They 
}want the MPEA companies to dis- 
tribute one of their films in Amer- 
ica for every four Yank pictures 
released in Spain. MPEA on the 
other hand wants more of its prod- 
uct sold freely in Spain, and flatly 





refused to be forced into distrib- 


!uting Spanish features. 


As of late yesterday neither 
side appeared willing to give 
ground, thus a complete  break- 


down in’ the film relationship be- 
tween the two countries looked 
likely. 

Johnston intends to set the pre- 
liminaries for next fall’s negoti- 
ation of a new trading agreement 
with England during his stay in 
London. 














Youngstein 


— Continued from page 5 jaa 


fact that they have been treated in 
an unfair manner. The ads were 
pulled not with a view to being 
| permanently pulled, but rather 
!a temporary measure. 

| Many people feel that the best 
| way to counteract this kind of bad 
review is to run the reviews of 
every critic who thought highly of 
the picture. We waited until all of 
these reviews were in, 
undoubtedly know, they 





part of the Daily News, Post, Jour- 
nal American and World Telegram, 
to mixed reviews in the Mirror and| 
Herald Tribune, and then to what) 
I consider to be the “‘way out on a) 
limb” review of Crowther. Yes- 
terday, the review of the Satu 
Review of Literature came il 
Arthur Knight. 
copy of that review. 

Certainly all of this should have | 
been enough to have Bosley hesi- 


committed in the Sunday article. 
After all, his colleagues are not 
exactly fools and when you have 


this kind of difference of opinion, 
it ought to have a person pause to 
re-evaluate and re-appraise. 
stead of that*it seemed to drive 
Crowther into an even greater state 
of frenzy because in the Sunday 
article, he wandered way beyond 
the limits of criticism and started 
to talk about the fact that ‘“Trap- 
eze’’ might not be the 
of the motion picture industry, 
that “Rififi’” could be. He also 
made statements that the public 
would not enjoy the picture after 
they had seen it. .When he is talk- 
ing about salvation, and saying that 
“Rififi’ can be the salvation, he is 
really displaying a basic lack 


‘but 


facts of life of our industry that is 
really awazing. I saw “Rififi.”” I 
think it is a darned good picture. 
It is an art house picture with per- 
haps a little overflow beyond that, 
but its overall national effect can’t 





be very great. On the other hand, 
“Trapeze” wiil, I am willing to bet 
be the biggest grosser that United 
Artists has had in its thirty-seven 
year history. In addition, when 
“Trapeze’’ was made, nobody had 


salvation in mind. Salvation is not 


| our business. Hecht-Lancaster tried 
'to make a good quality picture, 
with commercial boxoffice elements 
added to the quality: and then 
backed it with the biggest cam- 
| paign in the history of our com- 
pany. A good picture and good 
business was our objective, not 
|salvation. We should not be mur- 


| dered for not achieving 
which we never 
the first place. 

As far as Bosley’s opinion that 
the public will not like the picture, 


something 
tried to achieve in 


he ought to first have checked 
|with the Capitol Theatre in New 
| York, and the Fox West Coast peo- 
ple in Los Ang@les. Those are the 
| only two engagements*we have had 
so far and their reports to us, as 
well as our own personal checking 
indicate one of the highest de- 


grees of enjoyment and pleasure of 


any picture we have ever released. 

[ agree with you that there is a 
reat doubt as to whether emotion 
al responses like pulling the ads 
serves any purpose, but on. the 
other hand, somewhere along the 
line I feel that I. as an individual. 
have a right to let a critic know 


when I think he has overstepped 
the bounds of his function. In ad 
dition, it better. 
As you this is a nice un- 
dicta and so I am 
1opeful will take 
VARIETY send me 


makes 
said, 

ble bu 

that 


me teel 


pre siness 


a 
Boslev 


and 


Zinnemann Wants Out 
On Half Done ‘Old Man’ 


Hollywood, June 19 
Fred Zinnemann departed as di- 
rector of “Old Man and the Sea” 
after some 75 days of production 
as a result of differences of opin- 
ion with producer Leland Hay- 
ward. Location shooting in Cuba 


,|has been completed on the Spen- 
/eer Tracy starrer which slated 
jto resume at the Warner lot 
| Shortly. 


is 


divecicr will be picked 
when production is resumed. Bert 
Allenberg, William Morris exec, 
said “Zinnemann and Hayward 
just don’t see eye to eye on meth- 
ods and procedures, so 
amicably decided to call it a day.” 
Shooting began on location on 
April 4. 





| failed to register in some way, the 


as | 


ranged | 
from absolutely tov reviews on the} 





and as you! 


° | 
I am attaching a 


| 


tate about the hatchet job he then | 


In- | 


salvation | 


Germans Have Headstart Over 20th 


With ‘Anastasia’ Pic--Based on Facts 





ememetd Berlin, June 12. 
It all looks like a race to see 
Gesture to Teachers is hich “Anastasia” pic will be com- 


San Antonio, June 19. 

George Watson, ci'y mana- 
ger for the Interstate Theatre 
Circuit, sent two passes good 
for admission to any local In- 
terstate theatre to all the local 
teachers in the public school 
system good all summer. 

I's a token of appreciation 
of their vital role as educa- 
tors. It’s Watson's annual cus- 
tom here. 








day UNITED ARTISTS SETS 


PUBLICISTS’ MINIMA 


United Artists and the N. Y. 
| Screen Publicists Guild 
agreed on a new two-year contract 
for homeoffice _ pub-ad_ staffers. 

New pact, retroactive to the first 
week of April, provides for a $10 
across-the-board weekly hike 
for senior publicists, $0 the first 
and additional $10 the 


waze 


year an 


|second year for publicists and as- 


}and $140.50 for 
All other provisions of the previous | 


| severance pay, 


of | 
understanding about the economic | 


| years 
| Warner 


they 


sociate publicists, and $20 the first 
year and $10 the second year for 
apprentices. 

New minimum schedule provides 
for $54,50 for apprentices, $74.50 
for associates, $110 for publicists, 
senior 
contract relating to job security, 
and vacations were 
retained. 

UA staffers receive three weeks 
vacation after five years as com- 
pared with three weeks after 15 
in the SPG contracts with 
Bros., Columbia, Universal, 
and 20th-Fox. 








Paper-to- People 


Continued from 


ee 
frankly, “has something to do with 
it. It drives one to seek new and 
more challenging fields to conquer 
I guess it’s part of the normal male 
striving in life. Then there is the 
need to live dangerously to see 


Paze 7 ae 


if you can meet the challenge or 
bring a carefully built edifice 
tumbling down.” 

Aware that “I’m sticking my 
neck out,” Lehman said his de 
cision was based partly on the in- 
ner turmoil and loneliness faced 
by a writer “Writing,” he said 
“drives a man to solitary confine 
ment. At the same time, no man 
wants to be alone in a room. Thi 
is the conflict in a write He'd 
much rather be part of a living life 
than merely writing about it 

Being a producer and directo: 
he maintained, gives one a chance 
“to work with people after work 
ing with papers.” The “fun” that 
is part of the production of a pi 
ture do lappen “in the 
Lary aad ent of youl ow! 
room.” he 11d ‘Making tl 
ture is the exciting part of il 

“Being a director and a pi 
ducer gives a writer a chance to 
live more fully personally he 
continued. “It gives him a feel- 
ing of powet of being captain 
of the ship I : him feel 
more creative I h eat 
er creative cont I 
writing to the screen It remo 
the heartache tl te 
experience when the 
bab ( l to 
though othe: ri 
of if He nts to bri it up 
himself 

The need to become a luce 
1 ] d eci i ) I ) | 
man conscio 
ent a desi » eS | 
writer. “A riter,” he uid, “will 
sometimes do anything to escap 
his destiny.” However, he emp! 
sized that “if producing and di- 
recting get to be so much fun that 
I don’t want to write any more, 
I'll be in trouble.” 

“The Sweet Smell of Success,” 
which has a Broadway locale, is 


based on Lehman’s experience as 
a N. Y. pressagent some 15 years 
ago. It will star Burt Lancaster 
as a columnist and Tony Curtis as 
a pressagent. In his new deal with 
Hecht-Lancaster, Lehman will re- 


‘ceive a percentage of the profits 


as well as a fee as writer and pro- 
ducer, 


have 


publicists. | 


pleted first this year, an American 
fone planned by 20th-Fox and the 
i|German producticn. While the 
| American film is still waiting to go 
| before cameras, the German one 
/went into production last week at 
the Berlin CCC (Spandau) studios. 
Producers of the pic are Alfu along 
with Corona and Hansa _ Film 
(Guenter Matern). 

While the 20th-Fox production 
will be based on the Marcelle 
|Maurette play, done cn Broadway 
jlast year, the German film took 
i“facts, original documents,  af- 
‘firmed declarations, ete.,” after 
Which Herbert Reinecker (author 
of “Canaris”) wrote the script. 

The leads in the German  fitm 
are played by Ivan Desny, French 
actor, and Lilli Palmer. It is in- 
‘cidentally, Miss Palmer's — third 
German postwar fitm, the others 
being “Fireworks” and “Devil in 
Silk.” 

Dr. Falk Harnack is dire@ing 
he film whose title was registered 
with German authorities last De- 
cember. The film also will be syn- 
chronized for release abroad. 





CAMERAMEN’S UNION 
EYES AIRCRAFTERS 


19. 
659 


Hollywood, June 

IATSE Cameramen’'s Local 

has started a campaign to extend 
‘its jurisdiction into the industrial 
field. Business agent Herb Aller 
disclosed that the union has be- 
gun organizing lensers in aircraft 
plants which maintain motion pic- 
ture units. 

Organization work has 
begun at Lockheed and National 
Labor Relations Board hearings 
have been held at the Boeing plant 
in Seattle and at Convair in San 
Die with decisions expected 
shortly NABET is contesting IA 
at Lockheed and Boeing and the 
bet ney and Engineers are com 
peing for Convair jurisdiction 


already 


0 


Martinas Partner With 
Rosenow in Theatre Co. 


Albany June 19 
Theatres Ine. has been 
chartered to conduct business in 
Dansville, Livingston County, N.Y., 
With capital stock of $100,000, $100 
par value. Directors are: James A. 
and John R. Mar ina Dansville 
lliam P. Rosenow Orchard 
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Film Men—Prises 


Continued from page 
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r Can count on lial ! 
in legit The legiti 
for “My Fair L 
$7.50 but countless scalp- 
have reaped many times that 
ticket. Meaning a smasii is a 
at any price within, and 
sometimes beyond, the realm of 
sanity. And like the films, the ner- 
vous entries don't last long, still 
largely despite the cost. 

Evidence that the transient has 
departed is strikingly presented on 
Broadway currenily. Pedestrian 
traffic is nearing the seasonal high- 
mark as the tourists converge on 
Manhattan by the millions. Yet the 
ushers at several firstruns feel like 

j the loneliest men in town. 
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BROADWAY | 


(Continued from page 9) 
“Battle of Gettysburg” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Current round ending today 
(Wed.) is heading for fine $4.500. | 
Fourth was $6,000. “Wild Oat 
(Indie) opens June 27. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 79- 
$1.80)—“‘Unidentified Flying Ob- 
jects” (UA). Initial stanza finished 
Monday (18) hit fair $11,000, but 
better than recent entries here. In 
ahead, “Killing” (UA) (3d wk- 10 
days), $9,500. | 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95-| 
$1.80)—"Lost Horizons” (Col) (re- 
jssue). Opened yesterday (Tues.). 
In ahead, “Lovers and Lollipops 
(T-L) (9th wk-6 days), was tair 
$3,000 after $4,000 in eighth week. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.60)— 
“Rawhide Years” (U) with vaude- 
ville. -Week ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks to hit okay $16,000 
or close. Last week, “Storm Over | 
Nile” (Col), $15,500. 

Paramount (‘ABC-Par) _ (3,664; | 
$1-$2) — “That Certain Feeling” | 
(Par). Opens today (Wed.) with} 
Bob Hope and Pearl Bailey sched- | 
uled for personals throughout day. | 
In ahead, “Man Who Knew Too 
Much” (Par) (5th wk), fair $28,000 | 
after $32,000 in fourth week, for | 
an unusually successful longrun 
for season of year. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80) — “Proud and Beautifui” 
(Indie) (4th wk). Third session | 
ended Sunday (17) was big $13,300 
after $15,000 in second. week. | 
Stays. 

Radio City Music Hall ‘(Rocke-| 
fellers) (6,200; 95-$2.75) — “Bho- 
wani Junction” (M-G) and stage-| 
show (4th-final wk). This week fin- 
ishing today (Wed.) looks like fair 
$110,000. Third was $124,000. 
“Eddy Duchin Story” (Col) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3)— 
“Oklahoma” (Magna) (36th wk). 
Present stanza winding today 
«Wed.) looks to hold with $21,200 
after $21,000 last week. Stays on. | 

Plaza (Brecher) (525; $1.25-$1.80) 
—‘Invitation to Dance” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Fourth stanza concluded last 
night (Tues.) was fine $7,600 after 
$8.500 in third. 

Roxy ‘Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.40) 
—‘D-Day” (20th) with circus stage- 
show (4th-final wk). Third round 
ended Monday (18) hit slight $27,- 
000 after $34,000 in second. Stays 
until “King and I” (20th) opens 
night of June 28, with regular run 
starting June 29. 

State (Luew) (3,450; 78-$1.75)— 
“Safari” (Col). Opens today (Wed.). 
Last week, “Cockleshell Heroes” 
(Col) (8d wk-4 days), slim $5,000 
or less after $10,000 in second 
week, 

Sutton (R&B) (561; $1-$1.80)— 
“Ladykillers” (Cont) (18th wk). | 
The 17th round ended Monday (18) 
held with fine $6,000 after $6,400 
in 16th week. Stavs on. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; $1- | 

$1.50)—"“Gaby” (M-G) (6th wk). 
Present frame ending today (Wed.) 
looks like good $5,000 or near after 
$4,800 for fifth week. ‘‘La Strada” 
(Indie) is due in. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-$2) 
“Catered Affair’? (M-G). First 
session ending today (Wed.) likely 
will hit socko $29,000 or close. 
Holding. In ahead, “Crime in 
Streets” (AA) (3d wk), $11.500, 
over hopes because of help from 
nice preview day of “Affair” 

Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1.600; 
$1.20-$3.50/\—"‘Seven Wonders of 
World” (Indie) (10th wk). Ninth 
round ended Saturday (16) was 
smash $52,600 after $54,400 in 
eighth week. Stays on indef. 
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‘Affair’ Fancy $16,000, 
Frisco; ‘Tiger’ Fat 126 


San Francisco, June 19. | 

Best bet here this session among | 
newcomers is “Catered Affair,” | 
which is fine at Warfield. “Toy 


Tiger” is right behind with good 


takings at Golden Gate. “The Kill- 
ing” is okay at United Artists. | 
“Autumn Leaves,” another newie, | 
shapes fine at St. Francis. Best 
holdover looks to be ‘“The Search- 
ers,” fast at Paramount in third 
round. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate ‘RKO) (2,859; 80-, 
$1)—“Toy Tiger” (U) and “Yellow- | 
neck” (Rep). Good $12,000. ae | 
week, “While City Sleeps” (RKO) | 
and “Stranger at Door” (Rep), 
$11,000. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— | 
“Proud Ones” (20th). Duli $10,000. | 
week, “D-Day” (20th) and | 
“Please Murder Me” (Indie) (2d 
wk), $10,000, | 
Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 65-90)— 
“Catered Affair’ (M-G). Fine $16,- | 
C00. Last week, “Bhowani Junc- | 


| 


'tion” (M-G) (4th wk), $7,500. 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1)— | 
“Searchers” WB) (3d wk). Fast | 
$13,000. Last week, $18,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.25) | 
Leaves” (Col). Nice | 
Last week, “Man Who | 
Knew Too Much” (Par) (3d_ wk), | 
$10,000. 

Orpheum = (Cinerama 
Calif.) (1,458; $1.75-$2.65)—"‘‘Cine- | 
rama Holiday” (Indie) (46th wk). | 
Up to big $15,300. Last week, 
$13,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
70-$1)—"Killing” (UA) and “Night- | 
(UA). Okay $9,000. Last | 
week, “Black Sleep” (UA) and | 
“Creeping Unknown” (UA), $12,- | 
000. | 

Stagedoor (A-R) (400; $1.25-) 
$1.50)-—“Richard III” (Lopert) (8th | 
wk). Oke $2,800. Last week, $3,200. | 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1)—‘‘Re- | 
turn Don Camillo” (IFE). Fancy | 
$3,200. Last week, ‘“Diabolique” | 
(UMPO) (24th wk), $3,200. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; $1)—‘‘Gaby” | 
(M-G) (2d wk). Big $3,000 or over. | 
Last week, $3,400. 

Vogue (S.F. Theat.) (377; $l)— 
“Citizen Kane” (RKO) (reissue) 
(5th wk). Fair $1,900. Last week, 
$2,800. 

Bridge (Schwarz) (396; $1-$1.25) | 
—“‘They Who Dare” (Indie) (3d | 
wk). Good $1,400. Last week, 
$1,800. 

Coronet (United Calif.) (1,250; 
$1.10-$2.75)—"“Oklahoma” (Magna) 
(17th wk). Big $18,400, Last week, 
$19,700. 

Rio (Schwarz) (397; $1)—‘Caro- 
line Cherie” (Indie). Good $2.500. 
Last week, ‘Sextette’ (Indie), 
$2,300. 


Theatre | 


BOSTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
—‘‘Proud Ones” (20th) and “Mur- 
der On Approval’ (RKO). Okay 
$12.000. Last week, “D-Day” 
(20th) and “Way Out” (RKO) (2d 
wk), $11,000. 

Metropolitan 
$1.25)—*Searchers’”’ 
Falling to $7,000. 
$9 500, below estimate. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (2.100; 65-95 
“Great Missouri Raid’ (‘Col) and 
“Comanche” (UA Oke $7.000. 
Last week, “Cockleshell Heroes” 
(Col) and “Johnny O’Clock” (In- 
die) (2d wk), $5.000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 60-$1) 
—‘Screaming Eagles” ‘AA) and 
“Come On” (AA). Weak $9,000. 


(NET) (4,357; 75- 
(WB) (3d wk). | 
Last week, |! 
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‘Fancy $20,000. Last week, $22,200. 


(1,430; $1-$1.50!/—““Man Know Too 


Last week, “Shack Out 101” (AA) 
and “Crime in Streets” (AA). $12,- 
000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 65-$1)— 
“Bhowani Junction” (M-G). Hotsy 
$17,000, below hopes. Last week, 
“Kiss Before Dying” ‘UA) and 
“Crime Against Joe” (UA), $13,- 
000. 

State (Loew) (3,600: 60-$1)— 
“Bhowani Junction” (M-G). 
$9,500. Last week, “Kis: Before 
Dying” (UA) and “Crime Against 
Joe” (UA), $7,000. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 9) 
000. Last week, $20,500, plus $52,- 
800 in two nabes, seven drive-ins. 
Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; $1- 
$1.75)—"Trapeze” (UA) (3d_ wk). 





| 


Downtown Paramount, Pantages, 
(ABPT-RKO) (3.300; 2,812; 90- 
$1.50) —‘‘Searchers” (WB) and 
“Our Miss Brooks” (WB) (3d wk). 
Fair $16,000. Last week, with Wil- 
tern, $24,100. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,908; $1.25- | 
$1.80)—"“D-Day” (20th) (3d_ wk). | 
Slim $7,500. Last week, $8,400. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 


Much” (Par) (4th wk). Stout $10,- 


Stout | 





000. Last week, $10,300. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 90-$1.50)— 
“Citizen Kane” (RKO) (reissue) | 
(4th wk). Thin $1,500 in 5 days. | 
Last week, $2,000. 

Warner Beverly (SW? (1,612; $1- | 
$1.75)—‘‘Autumn Leaves” (Col) | 


|(5th wk). Small $2,000. Last week, lot. 


$2,800. 
Egyptian, United Artists (UATC) | 
(1,411; 1,242; $1.10-$2.75)—“Okla- | 


26th at U.A.). Steady $19,000. Last | 
week, $19,200. 

Warner Hollywood ‘SW) (1,364; 
$1.20-$2.65) —“‘Cinerama Holiday” 
(Indie) (32d wk). Into current | 
stanza Sunday (17) after big $29,- | 
200 last week. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 9) 
Ketchum, Desperado” (Col). Neat | 
$21.000. Last week, ‘World With- | 
out End” (AA) and ‘Maverick 
Queen” (Rep) (2d wk), $15,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 98- 
$1.25)—"‘Great Locomotive Chase” 
(BV). Fairish $23,000. Last week, 
“Helen of Troy” (WB) (4th wk), 
$15,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
“Three Sinners” (Indie) (2d wk). | 
Swell $4,200. Last week, 6,000. | 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98- | 
$1.25)—“‘Trapeze” (UA). Terrif | 
$50,000, with record-breaking $7,- | 
000 opening day. Last week, “Man | 
Who Knew Too Much” (Par), $16,- 
000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,206; 98- | 
$1.25)—“Bhowani Junction” (M-G) | 
(2d wk). Down to $22,000. Last 


week, $32,000. 
World (Indie) (430; 98)—‘Mad- 
(IFE) (5th wk). | 


ame Butterfly” 

Loud $4,500. Last week. $5.000. 
Ziegfeld (Davis) (430; 98)-——“Kid 

for Two Farthings” (Lopert) (2d 

wk). Fair $2,500. Last week, 

$3,000. 








| 
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‘Crime’ Bangup $12,000, — 
Denver; ‘Paces’ NG 106 


Denver, June 19. 

Week's activity at the wickets | 
is rated fair to fine, with two pix 
nolding over. “23 Paces To Baker 
St.” is holding at the Centre not 
because of biz racked up but due 
to product shortage. “Adorable 
Creatures” filled Vogue to holdover 
trade. ‘“‘Crime In Sireets’” looms 
good at Orpheum while ‘Earth Vs. 
Flying Saucers” shapes fairish at 
the Denver, 

Estimates for This Week 

Centre (Fox) (1.247; 60-$1)—‘‘23 
Paces to Baker St. (20th). Slow 
$10,000. Holding. Last week “D- 
Day” (20th) (2d wk), $11.000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 60-$1) 
—‘Man Who Knew Too Much” 
Par) (4th wk) Okay $8,000. Last 
week, $9,000 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 60-$1)— 
“Earth Flying Saucers” (Col) 
and “Werewolf” (Col). Fair $11.- 
QO0O. Last week. “Tov Tiger’ (1 
and ‘Crashing Li Vegas” (AA), 
$11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 60-$1)— 
“Crime in Streets’ ‘AA) = and 
“Thunderstorm” (AA). Good $12.- 
000. Last week, ‘While City 
Sleeps” (RKO) and ‘Slightly Scar- 
let’ (RKO), $7.500. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) 
60-$1)—"‘Foreign Intrigue” (UA) 
and “Ghost Town” (UA). Okay 
$10.000. Last week, “Searchers” 
(WB) (3d wk) and ‘Three Bad Sis- 
ters” (UA), $11,000. 
| Vogue (Sher-Shulman) (442; 75- 
$1) — ‘Adorable Creatures” (1 
€ 
( 





_— 
VS 


is 


(2.200; 


k. 
d 


die). Fancy $3,500. Last wee 
“Return Don Camillo” «IFE) (2 
|} wk), $2,500. 


,and affiliated 


Soviet Pix Hit Chile 
Santiago, June 12. 
Soviet films which have been ab- 
sent from the Chilean screen for 
years are coming back. Santiago 
distrib, Grandes Peliculas, headed 
by Jorge Suarez, has closed deal 
with Empresa Distribuidora Cine- 


matografica America Films. Jacob | 


Singerman, brother of Argentine 
reciter, Berta Singerman, tops lat- 
ter group which handles products 
from U.S.S.R., Hungary, Eastern 
Germany, Poland and Czechoslova- 
kia. America Films also distributes 
productions from India. 

First Soviet item will be “En la 
Arena del Circo” (“Circus Arena’’), 
a feature-length color documentary 
reportedly made in 1951. Also com- 
ing up is a Czech production, “Re- 
mordimiento” (‘‘Remorse’”’). 

Films are skedded to be shown 
at Central, Cervantes and Santa 
Lucia theatres. 


POSTPONED SHOOTING 
BRINGS 20TH LAYOFFS 


Hollywood, June 19. 
Employment cutback was or- 





‘dered at 20th-Fox as a result of the 


continued postponement of films 
slated to start during the summer. 
Department heads reportedly were 
told to cut down wherever possible 
and the layoffs started in the back- 
Three story department read- 
ers also were laid off along with 
three casting department employes. 

Latest film set back is “Can 


/homa” (Magna) (31st at Egyptian, | Can,” now slated for Fall lensing, 





although originally scheduled for | 


this month Also postponed was 
“The Wayward Bus.” Only sum- 
mer starter now indicated is “A 
Roomful of Roses,” which goes this 
week. “Boy On a Dolphin” will 
be launched in August, but in 
Greece. 








Granada Angling 


Continued from page 3 jew 
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SEATON HOPEFUL OSCAR 
NOT RIDING 1957 OLDS 


Hollywood, June 19. 


George Seaton, prexy of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
& Sciences, revealed here the 
Academy has evolved a new plan 
for film industry sponsorship of 
its annual awards telecast, and 
added he was “very hopeful” it 
would be adopted. The long-agi- 
tated industry sponsorship of the 
awards presentation videast ‘ on 
NBC-TV may become a reality 
next year, he indicated. 


Seaton has discussed the new 
plan with Eric Johnston, prexy of 
the Motion Picture Assn. who 
will present it to the heads of the 
major film companies at a meet- 
ing this summer. No date has been 
set as yet. The nominations tele- 
cast will be eliminated next year. 


Oldsmobile has been sponsoring 
the Academy awards, but there 
has been considerable criticism 
over this, many in the industry 
contending only the film industry 
should pick up the tab for the an- 
nual show. Seaton said yesterday 
Oldsmobile and NBC have been 
“very understanding” about the 
situation, and that the Academy 
was not presented with any dead- 
line on making a decision on pos- 
sible switching to industry bank- 
rolling. 


N.Y. Film Row 


Continued from page 5 








antagonism toward all film com- 
panies. And, after all, how can you 
fight the N. Y. Times? 

The quarter pager sponsored by 
UA Sunday made no-reference to 
the Times but was interpreted as 
an indirect slap at Crowther. Over 


| Knight’s review the bold-face type 





picture via purchase of 25% of the | 


stock from the John Maxwell es- 
tate. The Maxwell family needed 
the cash to cover 
duties. WB subsequently 
an additional 1212% but 


bought 
voting 


inheritance | 


rights on this block of shares are | 
sentiment against yanking ads as a 


held in England under a special 
agreement with the Board 
Trade. 


been no bids; only the entire 
371% would interest potential 
buyers, 

Deai now would be complicated 
by the change in the monetary ex- 
change rate which took place after 
WB bought in. If the American 
company sells on the basis of the 
original sterling value of the 


|shares it will lose over $2,000,000. 


Serge Semenenko, representing 
the First National Bank of Boston, 
investors intend to 
spin off various of the WB assets 
upon formalization of the still- 
pending deal buying out Harry, 
Jack L. and Maj. Albert Warner. 

It’s apparent that holdings in 
British Pictures will be the first 


;to go. 











Etiquette Lessons 


=——_a__ Continued from page 7 =e 
nothing of this letter until I testi- 
fied before your committee. 

But after considering the matter, 
Phillips added, “Even if I had 
known of the existence of Mr. Gold- 
man’s letter, I would have been 
justified in using the results of 
the audit before your committee 
as I did, inasmuch as Mr. Shor’s 
attack upon Paramount made it 
perfectly proper for me to use the 
relevant facts defensively, which 
was exactly what I did. 

Phillips also took issue with Al- 
lied’s methods of filing statements 
with the committee in the last 
hour of the deadline set by Hum- 
phrey for submitting comment into 
the record He claims that within 
the last hour of the two-week 
grace period both Myers and Shor 
turned in their statements. 

“Filing these statements at the 
latest possible hour,” Phillips com- 
pained, “cannot be attributed to 
mere coincidence ... it is an old 
Stratagem that some use, when 
their positions are vulnerable, in 
order to make it impossible for the 
opposition to reply.” 





Levy on Own, With Bryna 


Charles L. Levy has left the ad- 
pub department at the 20th-Fox 
homeoffice to work on his own. 

He has Kirk Douglas’ Bryna Pro- 
iductions as an account. 


of | 


read, “Another of America’s most 
authoritative film critics joins the 
praise for a ‘masterpiece.’” Re 
“Trapeze,” Knight’s wrapup line 
was, ‘ . it’s a perfect example of 
great movie-making.” 

That the incident will long be 
remembered is seen in the volume 
of intra-trade comment it triggered. 
Because of the preponderance of 
reprisal 


measure, it’s clear that 


| other ad-pub turn-callers will do 
“WB has had the 1212% on the| 


block for some time but there have | ; 
| cation, 


|recalled by tradesters. 





much hesitating before taking sim- 
ilar action regardless of the provo- 


The film involved in the WB- 
Daily News fracas was not even 
But it was 
remembered that the film com- 
pany, after refusing to advertise in 
the News for some time, had a 
change of heart and sought to 
again buy space. This time Patter- 
son said no and it was only after 
much persuasion that the publisher 
finally okayed a WB ad. WB also 
barred Time mag reporters from its 
Burbank studio but shortly after 
rescinded the ban. 


United Artists also cut its adver- 
tising in the N.Y. Daily Mirror last 
week, in protest of reviewer Justin 
Gilbert’s downbeat appraisal of 
“Trapeze,” and this week resumed 
its normal insertion schedule. 

Film company became riled over 
the Mirror notice because it feels 
the daily departed from its usual 
overall attitude toward films. In 
the opinion of UA’s Max E. Young- 
stein, the New Yorker, say, makes 
it a practice of belting Hollywood 
product, perhaps, almost, as a mat- 
ter of policy. But he steams when 
a daily such as the Mirror, which 
is “friendly” toward the business, 
and hints at this in pitches for ad- 
vertising, publishes a review of the 

New Yorker type. 
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DIXIE PRESSURE ON TV TALENT 











Ted Mack: TV's ‘Rating nell 


on Ted Mack and his “Original Amateur Hour’s 





rating spoiler’’—for rival network shows. 


ABC-TV will be playing a Sunday night hunch next season, based P| ) ’ NBC ) ° 

op ta With Mack's hour aise | TS h Dropping aylime; We 
play now scheduled to move down from 9 o'clock to occupy the Iu 

7:30 to 8:30 berth (pitting him opposite a brace of CBS Goliaths— e 
Jack Benny and Ed Sullivan—as well as NBC’s Steve Allen, there By GEORGE ROSEN ( l| Em Vi t f Aff 

are some among the ABC brass who'll take odds that Mack and his , aide 7 a a ergency ee 0 ] S 
tyros will wrest the No. 2 rating slot from Allen. Disturbing 

few remaining time segments, incidentally, where three live tv from some of the major ad agen- + NBC 
entries (Sullivan, Allen & Mack) will be in competition with one cies may well have the effect of | 


another.) 


ABC is fortified with a lot of “rating spoiler’ data redounding to 


track record as 


(It’s one of the 





NFALERS Mm TING Westinghouse Radio Stations 





wos 
























#] 


reports emanating 





Radio’s programming-sales 
| ‘ ‘ 9 problems have once again been 
setting back by many years the ad- | Viva La ‘Mama projected into the forefront, with 




















; ; 'hateve ‘ade senti- festi , é ing 
Mack's favor; i.e.: average Nielsen for April 29 and May 6 puts him | Vancements mane re eecprersen eg waar eee stasiod aleatien sielier ar tule nek oF oo 
a point ahead of Alcoa-Goodyear Playhouse; ARB for May 13 ward providing equal job oppor-; omedies over too many sea- daytime programming on its four 
shows him five points ahead of Alcoa. While the web obviously tunities regardless of race, creed | sons, apparently it lent that NE sffilieten and ths motierk’s 
isn’t looking for miracles in the Mack VS. Benny or Mack vs. Sulli- or color. easy shaking ‘a show loose affiliate executive body preparing ’ | 
van competition, nonetheless it is sharpening up the pencils for It's all part of the segregation| from its loyal audiences. Take to assemble for a showdown meet- i 
what it expects to be one of the more interesting “whittling issue and the resistance from the! for example, “Mama,” the Fri- ting in N. Y. on June 29. 
down” contests of the new season. south. That it was destined in one | day night CBS-TV program | Crux of the new “crisis” stems 
/way or another to entrench itself; which has been lopped off around “Weekday,” which has 
* a | into the video medium doesn't nec-| the General Foods schedule at | brought the network only low rat- 
h & (’ h | essarily come as too great a sur-| the end of the current season. ings and equally low business. Web 
ensors Ip, eX ere fa ism prise, since tv, as the most vital of | Peggy Wood, star of the | frankly admits it’s been working 
|}all communications, has become show, made a 20-second an- at a desperate pace to whip up a 
‘such an integral part of everyday! nouncement last week that new morning programming roster 
5 p | living—north, south, east or west.; anyone writing in would be to stem off further affiliate defec- 
Stockton Helffrich’s Bluepencil Gets a Healthy | More to the point, and what| sent a new color photo of the lions. Thus far it hasn't come up 
: obviously will be watched closely; “Mama” family. Within four with anything concrete, but on the 
Workout on NBC-TV Attractions | from here on in by all concerned, | days 50,000 letters poured in | basis of continuing huddles be- 
+ | is whether N. Y. or Hollywood, as | requesting the photo. Edu- tween WBC and NBC exees, even 
a . |the two major and relatively un-| cCated guesses are that the the Westinghouse solidarity could 
June report of NBC continuity Ettinger to CBS-TV pei production centers, will ac-| figure will double or perhaps yet be salvaged, although present 
acceptance chief Stockton Helffrich |cede to the blandishments and|_ triple. Westinghouse plans are to check 
does some deep soul-searching on| George Ettinger, former public-| pressures from national tv spon- | All of which eases the Ted (out of daytime effective July 2, 
the alliterative subjects of sex.| ity director of Columbia Pictures, sors with a major stake in down- | Ashley agenting job in per- | With possibility of even relinquish- 
segregation, cerebralism and codes. | has joined CBS-TV as senior press | coyth dealerships; to keep Negroes| petuating “Mama's” future. ing the nighttime tie unless the 
codes, | representative. | off the coast-to-coast coaxial heak. | web comes up with some solid 
Re sex, he reports that in the| Ettinger replaces Allan Finn,| ups. These pressures, it’s reported | new concepts of networking to 
case of a recent performance of a| Who moved over to CBS Radio as | from several key agencies, have meet both programming and eco- 
rock ‘n’ roll star, “I think we have | Manager of press information. been mounting in recent weeks. | eport et nomic needs of its stations. | 
to concede a major concern where alae il cakes Miki daiMaes Westinghouse officials refuse to 


good taste is concerned . . . in the 
pelvic gyrations department.” Also 
in the three-letter word area, he 
reports one of his staff throwing 
out “one of those old bouncing 
ball singing films devoted to a 
completely risque _ lyrics plus 
scenes of a strip teaser.” Also, an 
adult show bactxcounded against 
the Navy, with lines like this one 
getting the “tempering” treatment: 
“Just when you're beginning to 
feel you’re out with big brother, 
wham, \he’s all over you like a} 
tent,’ and same character’s “he’s 
waiting for me at lifeboat No. 7. 
The places he picks. I used to think 
the old rumbleseat was bad.” Final 
item: a kidshow commercial on 
which the announcers ‘ambled 
over to the Turkish bath and 
learned plenty—especially since it 
was ladies night.”  Helffrich ob- 
served that that business was axed 
because it was “too snickery for a 
children’s show.” 
On Segregation 

On the matter of segregation, 
Helffrich observed that “we are 
feeling our way towards a rule of 
thumb relating to network han- 
dling-of the desegregation issue in 
dramatic offerings.” Terming the 
whole subject as one which is 
“challenging to many writers,” he 
stated that ‘“‘we are aware that we 
have to be prepared to allow for 
varying points of view from vari- 
ous authors, our own for-the-most- 











part so-called northern attitudes | 


(Continued on page 30) 


CBS-TV’s $200,000 
Bid for M-G's ‘Oz 


CBS-TV is dickering with Metro 
for a longterm lease on the tele- 
vision rights to “The Wizard of 





Oz,” the 1939 color feature which | 
starred Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, | 
Bert Lahr and the late Frank Mor- | 
gan. The network has offered M-G | 


$200,000 for the film under a lease 
deal which would run several years 
aud give the web exclusive rights 
for a specified number of showings. 


Transaction needs a board of di- | 


rectors okay, which is what’s hold- 
ing back the deal. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Network would use the film for | 


special holiday showcasing, with 
Christmas the most likely date for 
the first such network showing. It’s | 
not yet determined whether the 
initial telecast would be sponsored | 
by Ford as part of its “Ford Star | 
Jubilee” spectacular spread or by | 
other sponsors who have expressed 
interest in bankrolling the special. | 
Similar determination of sponsor- 
Ship would have to be made in fu- | 
ture years. 


| 


| 


| 













Miner, Liebman, 


. work tv programming), are grow- | st aa gs gr se gs 

Coe Trio Out Of i Naps maleate Rh Been been studies and discussions of 
cott repercussions from potential | ll y il 0 the ee 

; At one major agency the word has|, CBS has decided to abandon the ” We oe affected 

rl. pec 0S er gone out: “No Negro performers television set manufacturing busi- estinghouse stations affectec 


NBC-TV has abandoned its plan | In an otherwise enlightened era 
to install Fred Coe, Max Liebman | in television, what, of course, re-| yacation period for CBS-Columbia | (Westinghouse’s other AM’er, KEX 
and Tony Miner as rotating exec| mains to be seen is how effective, | 
producers of its Friday night spec-| if at all, such pressures will be- | that 
taculars in the fall, and instead | come. Fortunately there are some, 
will turn to individual producers | as for example with an Ed Sullivan, 


but lean heavily on the services of | who, by virtue of their own ideo- its plants down and going out of R nd 16 
Jaffe & Jaffe’s Showcase Produc-| logical convictions and their rat- | business. a wagon 

tions. Showcase will produce eight | ing-happy status, can, and would, | 

of the specs, four with Alex Segal | tell such sponsors to go hang and | °,° 

as producer-director, while Talent|slam away with a Pearl 3ailey- | ear and in fact has never gotten P litic P 
Associates is pencilled in for at| Dorothy Dandridge-Mills Bros. (or the of the mer in ie operations. | 0 0 revue 


least one and Gordon Jenkins for| some such counterpart) package as 


one. 
Of immediate concern is 


question of what will become of | | variety of thought segments and/|for the subsid, one of which was 56,"" summer repli cement for the 
Coe next season. Elimination of | less propitiously-situated program- 
the vet producer from the Friday | mers. the probability that such 


series leayes nim high and 


without a series or spec commit- | mark in some quarters carries with 


































‘ ‘ | comment on the situation, but 
holding southern franchises on the | 


. ‘S_ their longtime feelings dating 

more expensive commodities, as e back to last year’s affiliate meet- 
. eX a £ jlec (¢ , aiesaie gg ame Ss ¢ “ ; : 

for € xample, automobiles and who, 0 ocrap 9. ing when NBC launched “Week- 


| incidentally, share the tab for net- day” have been anything but a 


» problem with various execs of 


white customers if Negroes are the network in a bid to arrive at 


showcased on the sponsor's show. 


ness as of July 1, it was reliably comprise KDKA_ in Pittsburgh; 
reported this week. That date is WBZ in Boston; KYW in Cleveland 
the start of the annual two-week and WOWO in Fort Wayne. 


allowed.” 


employees, and it’s understood (Continued on | Page 46) 
dismissal notices will go out Se ati eae RD 

to employees during that period 

advising them that CBS is shutting 


The manufacturing arm has suf 
fered substantial losses in the past 


: : A month ago, CBS prez Frank ese . 
| a retaliatory follo-vup. Stanton announced that he was| CBS-TV gets into the politicking 
the | But since tv is comprised of a/ considering six alternative plans act this summer with “Bandwagon 


pulling out altogether. It’s now|Sunday afternoon “Adventure,” 
said that Stanton has decided on| With the new pubaffairs segment 
dry | dealer pressures will find their! this course of action and is now | delving into political conventions 
|actively looking to sell the CBS and parties past and present. Bob 






































(Continued on page 31) ‘it some ominous overtones. ‘Columbia plants. Trout heads up the new show, 
“= a ~ + rere eemn which starts July 15 in the 4:30 
slot. 


NEW YORK 36 
154 W. 46th St, - 















Series will cull material from 
the “CBS News Campaign Caval- 


cade,” the film-and-live unit cover- 
j ing the campaigns, plus live inter- 
~ views, discussions, special effects 


and newsfilm. Trout will be backed 





- ' IN 
ith Annual Radio, Television and TV Film mt 


Forms closing shortly Usual Advertising rates prevail Jubilee” specs, all of his assign- 


Special exploitation advantages Ano inaawagte et “Rrekames 


Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office Playhouse,” “Alcoa Hour" and 





by Walter Cronkite, Eric Sevareid, 
Charles Collingwood, Douglas Ed- 
wards and others, with historian 
Roy Meredith heading a research 
team and political expert Samuel 


: Lubell lending a hand. sill Wein- 
Rif T stein will precues. 


VINCENT DONEHUE 














ated with NBC-TV dramatic shows 
a ° has been signed to an exclusive 
Review and Preview one-year directing pact by CBS- 

TV Donehue will direct several 
in the new “Playhouse 90” series, 
as well as one or more “Ford Star 


ments to be done on the Coast. 
He'll also be available for other 
CBS-TV programs and specials. 

on NBC via a couple of ‘Producers’ 
Showcase” stints, as well as reg- 
ular representation on ‘Philco 


“Playwrights ’56.” His CBS-TV 





HOLLYWOOD 28 CHICAGO 11 LONDON, W.C.2 oY eee ee ects 
6311 Yucca St, 612 N. Michigan Ave. 8 St. Martin's Place ‘transposition of Horton Foote’s “A 
Trafalgar Square Trip .to Bountiful” tv’er. Donehue’s | 





Columbia pact marks still another 
erack in the breakup of the old 




















Fred Coe gang. 
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CBS Workshop Schedules Flock Of 


Experimental Program Ventures 


stop ¢ 


The heat isn’t going to 
“CBS Radio Workshop” from some 
unique programming experiments 
that will run the gamut from a 
“Billy the Kid” to studies of Joan 
of Are and Gertrude Stein to a 
children’s opera and an _ Indian 
legend. If anything, the Work- 
shop under Paul Roberts in N. Y. 
and Antony Ellis on the Coast 
will touch more offbeat bases 
than usual during the summer. 

The two Coast originations are 
the Gertrude Stein study and 
“Billy the Kid.” Former is set 
for July 20 and will view the late 
literary sage from the commentary 
of the artists she has influenced. 
Plan is to have taped commentary 
by Ernest Hemingway, Pablo Pi- 
casso and Alice B. Toklas, her 
longtime companion - secretary. 
Show will also do dramatizations 
ot her short stories and excerpts 
from her opera (music by Virgil 
Thompson), “Four Saints in Three 
Acts.” William N. Robson, CBS 
producer-director on the Coast, and 
Sidney Omarr, of CBS Hollywood’s 
news staff, are collaborating on 
the script. 

“Billy the Kid,’ for which no 
date is set, will also come out of 
the Coast and will be a ‘dramatic 
narrative” treatment of the legend 
to the accompaniment of Aaron 
Copland’s ballet score. Script is 
being written by Ellis himself and 
William Conrad has been set to 
narrate. Program will include 
dramatic vignettes as well as mu- 
sic and narration. 

Out of N. Y. will come “Danny 
Dither,” a children’s opera never 
before performed professionally, 
with music by Alee North and 
book by Jeremy Gury. No date 
on that yet, but on June 29, the 
Workshop will present a ‘“synthe- 








| 
| 





Bing & Bob Vs. B.&B. 


It was Crosby & Hope vs. 
Crosby & Hope on both NBC- 
TV and CBS-TV Sunday night 
(17). A quirk of programming 
had two films, both' with Bob 
Hope and Bing Crosby, run- 
ning simultaneously on both 
webs. 

Here’s how it happened: 
Hope starred on NBC in his 
own spectacular, part of which 
was devoted to a clip of him- 
self, Crosby and Dorothy La- 
mour in a production number 
filmed for “The Road to Bali” 
but never used in the picture. 
At the same time, on CBS-TV 
Jack Benny was doing a return 
of one of his earlier telefilms 
of this season, in which George 
Burns and Crosby were guest- 
ing and into which Hope pop- 
ped in for a moment as a gag. 
Hope’s “Bali” sequence oc- 
curred in the first half-hour, 
thus putting it opposite him- 
self and Crosby on the Benny 
show. 


1,080,000 Ready 
To Buy Tint TV 











Sets, Says Seidel 


More people want to buy a $495- 
and-up color set now than the en- | 


| tire industry will be able to supply 


sis” of Joan of Arc, treating on the | 


various stage approaches to 
(such as Shaw’s and Lillian 
man’s, to name only two) as com- 
pared with the original court rec- 
ords of her church trial for heresy. 
Script was written by Harry 
Fritsch, who also has_ scripted 
“Morningstar,” a Sioux love 
end with Sioux musical back- 
ground, scheduled for late this 
summer. Incidentally, Fritsch is 
something of a mystery 
CBS—he wrote in several ideas, 
the network accepted the two 
them, and Fritsch wrote 
scripts, but nobody at the 
knows who he 

As a pair of final possibilities, 
Bill Froug, former Coast producer 
of the Workshop and since ele- 
vated to v.p. in charge of pro- 
grams on the Coast, is currently 
vacationing in Europe and_ is 
bringing back with him in July 
two tape treatments, “Sounds of 
London” and “Sounds of Paris.” 
Both are actual on-the-street re- 
cordings, the London show 
sisting of a guided tour with Sarah 
Churchill and the Paris also a 
tour, with David Schoenbrun. 
Workshop in the past has done a 
“Sounds of New York,” that 
the two Froug projects have a 
precedent 


Winchell’s 406 TV 


the 
web 


1S. 


SO 


Joan | 
Hell- | 


leg- | 


this year, Robert A. Seidel, exec 
v.p. of consumer products of RCA 
said Monday (18) at a preview of 
the company’s new line of televi- 
sion, radio and hi-fi equipment. 
Seidel said a survey undertaken by 
RCA shows nearly 1,000,000 people 
“ready and able’ to buy a $495 set 
now, and pointed out that the en-| 
tire industry is expected to be 


| able to turn out no more than 900,- 


around | 


of | 
| before Christmas, so great 
| enthusiasm 


| He 


con- | 


rt. Show on NBC 


Walter Winchell, syndicated col- 
umnist N. Y. Mirror, 


vaudeville hoofer 


for the who 


used to be a be- 
fore he turned to newspaper work 
is returning field, 
via a $40,000 on 
NBC Friday nights at 8:30 to 9 
starting Oct. 12. P. Lorillard, on 
behalf of Old Golds, and Toni will 
pick up the tab. He'll do three 
shows in four weeks on the net- 
work. 
Thus 


to the 


weekly package 


variety 


two major networks will 


have syndicate mnists at: a ie : 
yndicated columnists —~ | spine crushed in an auto smash up 
14S | beyond repair, Coburn was doomed 


ing variety 

Ed Sullivan, 
columnist, 
Sundays at 8 p.m. 
already starting to worry how to 
turn down one columnist in favor 
of the other gracefully. 

The rivalry between both col- 
umnists is also accented by the 
fact that two major agencies are 
involved. The William Morris 
Agency packaged the show for 


(Continued on page 34) 


CBS-TV 
Daily News 


shows. 
iM. 2a 


| Which 


on a 60-minute stanza | 


Agencies are | writer, later a script editor and pro- 





000 sets this year. RCA expects to 
manufacture 200,000. 

Seidel said the low-priced sets 
are expected to be in short supply 
is the 
generated by RCA’s | 
$495 tint model. He said that dis- 
tributors have exceeded _ their 
quotas and have placed orders ex- | 
ceeding “our planned production.” | 
said, “We'll know more in a} 
but all indications are that 
here.” 


week, 
color 

The new set, Seidel said, is vast- 
ly improved over previous models, | 
and he described it the same | 
kind of “backbone” receiver as the 
original RCA 630 chassis, the first 
mass - produced black - and - white 
table model in 1947. He said it 
isn’t likely that RCA could reduce 
the cost any further from an engi- 
neering standpoint, although mass 
production of course would involve 
lower Seidel emphasized. 
however, that the set is being sold 
“above cost” at the $495 figure. 
The new chassis uses up to 80-90% 
printed circuitry, as compared with | 
only 20° in previous models. Serv- 
icing is simpler and there’s a sim- | 


is 


as 


pl ices 


(Continued on page 30) 


Turner, Key Aide On 
‘Omnibus,’ Dies at 41; 
Active in Wheelchair | 


John Coburn Turner, 41, who 
died June 15 at St. Luke’s Hospital 
in New York was, in his quiet way, 
something of a radio-television 
celebrity because of the valor with 
he organized his life after 
an early tragedy just before his 
graduation from Princeton. His 


' 


|has moved into the Wednesday at 





to a wheelchair life yet he con- 
trived to become a successful radio 


duction executive, getting around 
town in taxicabs. A familiar sight 
at many an industry cocktail party 
or social evening was two or more 
colleagues bringing Coburn up dif- 
ficult stairs while somebody else 


| program fall—by coincidence 


| columnist. 


| way: 
| Eddie 
| Hayward, Marge & Gower Cham- 


| Portland, 
| Paar, Teresa Brewer, Rhonda Flem- 

ing, 
| Borgnine, Walter Pidgeon, Virginia | 
| Mayo, Phil Silvers, Michael O’Shea, | 
| John 


| Widmark, 


| guest 
| Mastin 


| ants 
| mid 


; her 





bore the chair. 


(Continued on page 37) 











SAMMY KAYE 


SWINGING and SWAYING on 
TOUR 


June 21—Sioux Falls, 
Waterloo, Iowa; 


Ss. D.; 22— 

23—Marion, Iowa; 

24—Sioux City, lowa; 25—Glen- 

wood, Minn.; 26-—Carroll, Iowa. 
On ABC Radio—“Sunday Serenade” 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 

Pers. Mgr.—David Krengel 
607 Fifth Ave., New York 17 

















Sullivan’s ‘Who’s Who’ 
Show Biz Roster Ys. 
Steve Allen’s Preem 























Ed Sullivan and CBS-TV are 
throwing the show biz book at 
Steve Allen’s head this Sunday 
(24). In some artful infighting, Co- 
lumbia has adroitly arranged to 
have Sullivan’s eighth anniversary 
on 


| the same day Allen is preeming his 


Sunday nighter against the 
Result, a virtual aval- 
anche of top show biz names salut- 


new 


|ing Sullivan in the way he likes to 


be saluted—namely, to deluge 
Allen. 

The Sullivan lineup reads this 
Lucille Ball & Desi Arnaz 


Cantor, Kate Smith, Susan 


pion, Rise Stevens, Abbott & Cos- 
tello, Harry Belafonte ‘his first ap- 
pearance since his throat opera- 
tion), James Mason and cCaughter 
Gregory Peck, 
Ernest 


Margaret Whiting, 


Daly, Sam Levenson, Ruth 
Dorothy Kirsten, Tab 
Hunter, Robert Stack, Tex & Jinx 
McCrary, Will Rogers Jr., Debra 
Paget, Ronald Reagan, Richard 
Edward G. Robinson, 
Cathy Crosby, Natalie 
Michael Rennie, 


Gordon, 


Bob 
Wood, 


& 


Against this mass turnout, Allen’s 
list will comprise the 
Trio and Sammy 


Kim Novak, Vincent Price, Wally 


Cox, Dane Clark and Bambi Lynn | 


Alexander. One gleeful 
CBS exec described the 
annl “reading like a 
Sq. Garden benefit.” 


& Rod 
Madison 


as 


PHARMACEUTICALS’ 
NBC SLOT FOR ‘21° 


in line 
exposure, 


Inc., 
tv 


Pharmaceuticals 
with its expanding 


on NBC-TV following 
Life” with its new 
Jack Barry “Twenty-One” quiz 
segment Drug outfit settled on 
the time slot after searching for 
clearances both at NBC and ABC. 

“Twenty-One” is a quizzer based 
on the card game, that the 
winner of two competing contest- 
can keep returning to 
his weekly earnings 
nitely. Barry will emcee; _ part- 
Dan Enright of Barry & En- 
right, which owns the package, will 
produce. Ed Kletter agency set 
the deal. 


GE Eyes ‘Broken Arrow’ 


General Electric, owning 
Tuesday 9 p.m. half-hour on ABC- 
TV, is understood to be negotiating 
with 20th-Fox for “Broken Arrow.” 
It’s a telefilm series and would 
start in the fall if deal is consum- 
mated. 

Danny 


10:30 slot 
“This Is Your 


is, 


indefi- 





Thomas show is in 


Jack | 


‘i 
Anita 
Louise, Eddie Albert & Margo, Ida | 
| Lupino and Howard Duff. 


Will | 
Davis, | 


Sullivan | 


pyra- | 


Gleason. 


—$____ 


Jackie & Rocky: New Act 


Boston, June 19. 


Jackie Gleason and retired heavyweight champ Rocky Marciano 
will work out this summer with a view towards taking poundage off 
The pair have found a suitable spot near Kingston, Mass. 
which Gleason will probably lease for July and August. 

Site was picked to be near Hub so that Gleason can get to 
New York in a hurry if need arises. 
will supervise training arrangements in the move to peel 60 pounds 
off the comic in time for the comic’s fall premiere when he re- 
turns to his full-hour live format on CBS-TV. 


Marciano, who weighs 235, 








Lotsa Talent Wedded To ‘Bachelor’ 





Steve Allen-Ervin Drake 





Hope’s Also-Ran Status 


Despite its talent-laden line- 
up, Bob Hope’s Sunday (17) 
spec on NBC-TV took a beat- 
ing from the CBS-TV compe- 
tition. On the 7:30 to 9 span, 
CBS-TV’s Jack Benny-Ed Sulli- 
van combination scored an 18.4 
overnight Trendex average, 
with Hope well behind at 14.4. 
ABC-TV’s “Famous Film Festi- 
val” presentation of “The Lav- 
ender Hill Mob” could do no 
more than a 3.5. 

Benny (a film repeat) out- 
ran Hope in the 7:30 segment, 
16-1 to 14.3. And Sullivan 
averaged out to 19.6 for the 8 
to 9 hour, as compared with 
Hope’s 14.5. Half-hour break- 
downs showed Sullivan shoot- 
ing up from a 17.4 in the 
first half-hour to a 21.8 in the 
second, and Hope dropping 
from 16.1 to 12.9. Even ABC 
improved in the final segment, 
| jumping from a 3.3 to a 4.1. 














NBC-TY Daytime's 


$4,500,000 Hypo In 
- Busy, Busy Week 


NBC-TV’s daytime lineup made 
a strong recovery this week from 
the loss of its Colgate business 
|few weeks back with the sale 
| $4,500,000 worth of new and re- 
|newed business to four bankroll- 
ers. One of them, Sterling Drug, 
is making its first daytime 


and at the same time is saving 
“Modern Romances,” one of the 
Colgate casualties, from the scrap- 
| heap with a 52-week twice-weekly 
| sponsorship. 

Sterling, via Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
Sample, is laying out $1,800,000 for 
Tuesday and Thursday sponsorship 
'of “Romances,” thus giving the 
Wilbur Stark-Jerry Layton soap a 
(Continued on page 34) 


‘Summer or No Summer, 


| Ashley’s Stable Still 
| Grinds ’Em Out for TV 
| 


Ted Ashley stable of talent ap- 


‘parently doesn’t know the meaning | 


lof hiatus, with summertime com- 


mitments running pretty much up 
to midseason To-wit: 
Loring D. Mandel’s original tele- 
| plays open two major hour dra- 
imatie series. His “House on His 
Own’ 
mer Previews” on 
and his “Army Game,” 


par. 


Thursday (14) 


written 


Aluminum 
Simon this 
lv 


on “Kaiser 
guly 3. For 
his debut in 
i seripting. 

Philip Barry Jr., 
Alcoa-Goodyear Playhouse this 
summer, continues in the _ tradi- 
tion of his father by selling an 
adaptation of “Black Chiffon” for 
“Matinee Theatre’ while set for 
the same afternoon series is Anne 
Pinchot’s unpublished story, ‘‘Love 
Wears a Magic Crown.” Charles 


opening 
Hour” 
| marks 


producing the 





the |Garment makes his television writ- 


ling debut with an hour original en- 
titled ‘“‘The Grass Ring” on ‘West- 
| inghouse Summer Theatre.” 


On the directorial front, 


|atre Guild-U. S. Steel Hour on Aug. 


aad : at | 1, while Mel Ferber directed Victor 
At Princeton (Class of 36) all p.m. currently, but switches to! Borge’s one-man CBS-TV spec on 
Mondays. 


|} Thursday (14), 


a | 


of | 


buy | 
since 1949 on the DuMont network | 


’ kicked off “Lux Video Sum- | 


in | 
collaboration with Mayo Simon, is | 


dramatic | 


Dave | 
Alexander is set to direct the The- 


Score for Spec With Hal 


March, Jayne Mansfield, Carol Haney 
+ qumanseenamanaen 


NBC-TV’s “The Bachelor,” to be 
offered as a 90-minute spec on 
July 15, could very well turn out 
to be an audition for the network's 
roster of ‘Flexibility Boys” whose 
chore it is to think creatively in 
terms of talent and new program 
development. Joe Cates, director- 
producer of “$64,000 Question” 
and “Challenge” programs, will su- 
pervise “Bachelor” and this week 
he tagged Tin Pan Alley-tv com- 
poser Ervin Drake as _ associate 
producer. 

“Bachelor's” words and music 
are by Steve Allen with book by 
Coleman Jacoby and Arnie Rosen. 
Because of Allen’s pressure sched- 
ule, What with his “Tonight” as- 
signment and upcoming series op- 
posite Ed Sullivan, Cates assigned 
composer Ervin Drake to cleff two 
additional tunes for Carol Haney 
and Jayne Mansfield, both of 
whom are paced for the spec with 
Hal March. When Drake delivered 
material plus some routining sug- 
gestions, Cates upped his status to 
| that of associate producer. Both 
|will be associated similarly with 
another NBC-TV’er in September 
tagged “To Paris With Love.” No 
casting vet, but Drake will compose 
words and music for this one set 
to another libretto by Jacoby and 
Rosen. NBC, it is assumed, will be 
casing Cates-Drake combo for 
|ditional programming chores if 
| “Bachelor” and Paris stanzas click. 
| 





and 
ad- 


Cates has MGM choreographer 
Alex Romero planing in from 
Coast for dance director chores on 
“Bachelor.” Romero also will su- 
pervise choreography for Ethel 
Merman-Lindsay Crouse legiter. 
|‘Happy Hunting.” To Make Carol 
| Haney feel right at home, Cates 
has also pacted Pete Gennero and 
Buzz Miller to hoof with her. Trio 
tapped out sizzling “Steam Heat” 
|number from Broadway’s “Pajama 
Game.” 





Lever's ‘No Soap’ 
On ‘Sir Lancelot 


19 


Hollywood, June 

Cry of Lever’ Bros.. 
| brought alternate-week sponsorship 
of “Sir British-filmed 
telepix “We 
Cry came after it dawned upon the 
soapmakers that the program isn’t 
likely to enchant the femmes. 

Lever, through J. Walter Thomp- 
son house, bought the Official 
| Films series from NBC-TV. White- 
‘hall Pharmaceuticals, other skip- 
week sponsor, remains satisfied, ¢: 
so the Ted Bates agency is led 
| believe. 

“Lancelot” is niched in the 
veted Monday, 8 p.m., time slot and 
should have little trouble wooing 
another bankroller. 





which 


Lancelot,” 


series, is want out 


to 


CO- 





‘HOBIN EXITS LIEBMAN 
FOR SHRINER SLOT 


Bill Hobin, for years Max Lieb- 
man’s righthand man in Liebman’s 
spectacular ventures for NBC as 
associate producer and director, 
has been signed by CBS-TV to di- 
rect the new Herb Shriner show in 
the fall. Hobin yoes back in his 
NBC-Liebman association as far 
back as “Your Show of Shows,” on 
which he functioned also as direc- 
tor. In between, he took time out 
io direct the Les Paul-Mary Ford 
capsules for Lambert Pharmacal. 

Hobin’s the only one set so far 
for the Shriner show other than 
the Hoosier himself. No sponsor- 
ship yet, either. 
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NO D.C. ACTION THIS SESSION 


~__ Bricker’s Delayed Action 


Washington, June 19. 


Apparently Sen. John W. Bricker wasn’t fooling anybody when 
he rose to compliment CBS prexy Frank Stanton last week upon 
conclusion of the latter’s presentation and subsequent cross-ex- 
amination by the Senate Interstate and Foreign Commerce Com- 
mittee probing tv network practices. As it turned out the Senator 
was playing it the foxy way, merely laying in wait to pounce upon 
his next victim in his determined bid to regulate the networks. 


The questions Bricker hurled 


at NBC prez Robert W. Sarnoff 


anent the regulations of a public utility were actually the questions 
the D.C. inquisitor should have directed at Stanton, even if only 
by natural sequence, since it was Stanton’s recent speech in Phila- 
delphia (and Bricker’s subsequent retaliation) that to all intents 


and purposes paved the way for 
fest. 
a dope. 


a genuine Stanton-Bricker slug- 


But whatever else can be said for Bricker, he’s least of all 
With Stanton armed to the teeth to throw the book at 


him (the Stanton footnotes alone would have pulverized him), the 


Senator was taking no chances. 
Reversing his tactics, Bricker 
Stanton. 


instead was all compliments to 


But came Thursday and the appearance of Sarnoff and 


Bricker was back in business, the Ohio salon jumping the NBC 
prexy on the regulation issues he chose to duck with Stanton. 











Kintner to Senate Probers: TV's 
Only Monopoly Created by Govt.; 


Fights for New Allocation Plan 


Washington, June 19. + 


There’s a monopoly in television | 
but it has nothing to do with the 
arrangements between networks 
and affiliates. ABC prexy Robert 
E. Kintner told the Senate Inter- 
state Commerce Committee last 


week, The monopoly which does| Committee, headed by Sen. John | 
exist, he asserted, is one that has iF. Kennedy (D., Mass.), will start | 
been created by the government ‘hearings early next year on prob- 


and is based on the lack of at least 
three equally competitive tv sta-| 
tions in the major markets. | 

The alleged monopolistic prac- | 
tices in the industry, Kintner said, | 
will disappear as they did in radio | 
when the number of stations was 
increased. 

If Congress wants free competi- 
tion in television, he declared, “I 
can think of no better way to 
achieve it than by a strong Con- 
gressional mandate to the FCC, 
not only to speed up the granting 
of tv stations already allocated, 
but also to devise new allocation 
plans whereby three, four, or five 


(Continued on page 34) 


Admiral Billings 








Go To Henri, Hurst 


Chicago, June 19. 

Henri, Hurst & McDonald last | 
week landed the $4,000,000-plus 
Admiral account which Russel M. 
Seeds resigned a few weeks ago. 
Immediate plans call for alloca- 
tion of over $3,000,000 to radio and 
tv. The tv-appliance manufacturer 
Starts a daily radio- strip on ABC's 
“Breakfast Club” July 2 on a firm 
52-week basis. NBC-TV’s “Today” 
and “Tonight” will get $2,000,000 
in participations which will start in 
September. Other radio-tv  pur- 


chases are expected in the next few 
Weeks. 


CECIL BROWN TO TV, 
CARTER TO SPONSOR’ 


First video job for Cecil Brown, | 
ne veteran Mutual commentator, | 
Will be as fronter on a nightly 10- 
Minute news-weather-sports stanza 
Over WABC-TV, N. Y. Carter 
Products has signed for full spon- 
ship of the Monday through Friday 
strip starting July 2. 

New stanza marks the end of the 
Solid late night film sked of the 
ABC flag. Currently Carter and 
Greyhound are co-bankrolling 
Star Showcase,” a batch of vid- 
9 anthology reruns, from 11 to 
1:30, The feature film, “Night 
Show,” which begins at 11:30 will 
Subsequently move down to 11:10 
and run to 12:30 signoff. 

Brown. former war correspon- 
Ww, retains his Mutual post. His 
M ABC-TV contract gives the sta- 
‘On exclusive video rights to him. 














Daytime Radio Stations 
To Also Get Senate 0.0. 


Washington, June 19. 
A special Senate Small Business 


lems of daytime radio stations. 


CBS Affiliates 
In United Stand 
For Status Quo 


o 
Washington, June 19. 
Heads of affiliates of CBS, rep- 





jresenting a cross section of the | 


web’s tv stations throughout the 
country, testified before the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee 
yesterday (Mon.) they are highly 
satisfied in their contractual ar- 
rangements with the network and 
believe strongly that they operate 
to the advantage of the viewing 
public. 

So unanimous were the execs in 


| urging that network practices not 


be tampered with that Sen. John 
O. Pastore (D-R. I.), presiding at 
(Continued on page 28) 








Washington, June 19. 

NBC prexy Robert W. Sarnoff, 
in his first appearance before a 
Congressional committee, tangled 
with one of the giants of the Sen- 
ate during his testimony last week 
before the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee. His protagon- 
ist was none other than Sen. John 
W. Bricker (R-O), no friend of 
NBC or CBS. 

While Bricker’s intensive ques- 
tioning of Sarnoff was more of a 
dissertation in support of his bill 
to regulate the webs than an in- 
terrogation, the young network 
exec managed to get in a few 
licks and stood his ground. 


Some samples of the Exchanges: 


Sen. Bricker: Now, what if a 
station consistently refused to take 
a certain program and you had 
assured your advertiser that your 
affiliates would all, or practically 
all, carry the program? What 
would be your attitude toward that 
station? 


Sarnoff: We would try to per- 
suade him that he should carry the 
program and if the decision on his 
part was not to carry, that would 
be the end of the matter. 

Sen. Bricker: And have you ever 
cancelled any affiliate’s programs 
on the basis that they did not carry 


NOV. ELECTIONS 
WILL BE CRUCIAL 


By JACK LEV 


Washington, June 19. 

The crucial question now facing 
the tv networks (and their affili- 
ates) is whether Sen. Jahn W. 
Bricker’s strong desire for regu- 
lation “rubs off” on enough other 
members of the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee to bring 
about passage of his bill to place 
the webs under licensing authority 
of the FCC. 

At present, it appears highly 
doubtful that a majority of the 
Committee would support the leg- 
islation. Thus, there is no chance 
of action this session. 


But the situation might change 
in November. If a Republican sen- 
ate is elected with Eisenhower, 
Bricker, as the ranking Republican 
member, would become chairman 
of the Committee and his power 
would be vastly greater than it is 
at present. 


alleged ‘‘monopoly” situation in tv 
is thereby aggravated, Bricker, as 
chairman, might well marshall a 
majority to recommend his bill. 
The fight would then be on the 
Senate floor and the House. 


The network presidents gave im- 
pressive testimony before the com- 
mittee last week. On the surface, 
they seemed to satisfy all the com- 





mittee members but Sen. Bricker, 
who wants their operations to be 
regulated, that the problem of 
“monopoly” in television is due en- 
| tirely to the insufficiency of sta- 
| tions and can be solved if the FCC 
| will act. 

| ABC prexy Robert Kintner’s 
| clear explanation of the difficulties 
|of his network in competing against 
| NBC and CBS because 
|(and affiliate) limitations and his 
|cali for a decision “hard or easy” 
by the FCC served to focus the 
attention of most Senators on the 
| allocation problem. 

Sen. John O. Pastore (D-R.I.), 
who presided at most of the hear- 
ings, appeared particularly im- 
pressed by Kintner’s argument. 
Pastore has been the most out- 





|in criticizing the FCC for failure 
| ta 
| dilemma. 


|Kintner’s position, took occasion 
|to tangle with CBS prexy Frank 
| Stanton (mostly via a press 
| lease) and NBC prexy Robert Sar- 
| noff, who was making his maiden 
| appearance on Capitol Hill. 

| Most observers felt that Sarnoff 


handled himself well under Brick- | 


(Continued on page 37) 


Robt. W. Siande His Ground 


!a proper percentage or share of 
your advertising programs? 
Sarnoff: You mean cancel affili- 
| ation contracts? 

Sen. Bricker: Yes. 





| Sen. Bricker: The individual sta- 
ition is subject to license. It is 
|controlled and regulated by the 
| rules of the commission. It is 
responsible to them in the public 
|interest. It is in fact a _ public 
jutility. Now, the networks have 
|complete control over the life or 
death of a station in many in- 
stances. You could make a profit- 
able station or you can make a 
station unprofitable by giving or 
refusing or withholding an affili- 
ate agreement. Now, isn’t there a 
public interest in the networks the 
same as in a local station? 

Sarnoff: Well, Senator, I believe 
that everything that broadcasting 
does, it should do to serve the 
public interest. 

Sen. Bricker: I agree with you 
on that. 

Sarnoff: I know of no alternative 
to the present competitive system 
that I think provides a better or 
more satisfactory result or would 
be more in the public interest than 








If the FCC fails to| 
provide more stations and if the. 


of station | 


spoken member of the committee | 
reach a solution of the UHF | 
But Sen. Bricker, while showing | 


ino disposition to find fault with | 


re- | 


Sarnoff: Not on that basis. 
Sen. Bricker: Never? 
Sarnoff: Not to my knowledge. | 





Gotta Have an Encore 
Washington, June 19. 

CBS turned down the tv 
series “You Can't Take It With 


You,” network prexy Frank 
Stanton testified before the 
Senate Committee last week, 
because so much of the Broad- 
way play went into the first se- 
quence. “They used up the 
whole book in the first half 
hour,” Stanton said, “and we 
asked: ‘Where is the show go- 
ing from here’?” 

Television has a “voracious” 
appetite which needs continu- 
ing fare, said Stanton. ‘“Every- 
body's got one book in him and 
one show, but it’s the next one 
I’m concerned about.” 











WBC Bares NBC 
Threat on WPTZ 
To Senate Probe 


Washington, June 19. 

| Westinghouse Broadcasting Co. 
; president Donald H. McGannon 
| told a Senate investigating group 
today (Tues.) his company would 
have refused an offer to sell its 
Philadelphia station had the offer 
been made by anyone other 
| NBC. McGannon made the state- 
ment in reply to examination by 
Kenneth Cox, counsel for the Sen- 
ate Committee on Interstate Com- 
merce, which is probing network 
| practices. 

Discussing the _ sale-and-switch 
which saw NBC pay Westinghouse 
| $3,000,000 plus its WNBK outlet in 
|Cleveland for WBC's WPTZ in 
Philadelphia, McGannon said that 
| he considered the NBC affiliation 
in Philly worth $5,000,000. Asked 
| whether NBC had threatened that 
| if Westinghouse didn’t sell WPTZ, 
NBC would buy another station in 
| Philadelphia and take away 
| WPTZ’s affiliation, McGannon an- 
swered in the affirmative, that 
NBC had come to him and made 
that statement. McGannon, stress- 
ing the importance of the NBC af- 
filiation, stated that had WBC lost 
it, it would have faced the alterna- 


(Continued on page 31) 





ithe present free enterprise highly 
|competitive system that we now 
iknow. And that includes all the 
problems involved with stations 
either making a profit or not mak- 
ing a profit, advertisers getting a 
time period or not getting a time 
| period. 

Sen. Bricker: It 
free enterprise regardless of 
whether or not there is a regula- 
| tory authority to see that there is 
|a proper handling of the power 
that you have got. 
| Sarnoff: Well, I think that raises 
|certain problems on matters that I 
{think quite properly the Govern- 
i} ment should not be involved in. 

Sen. Bricker: Why not? 

Sarnoff: I should like to make 
reference. 

Sen Bricker: Just explain why 
the Government should not be in- 
volved in it. When the Govern- 
ment controls the nature of the 
program by the local station it can 
withhold or grant license to a lo- 
cal station. 

Sarnoff: I will take issue with 
that, Senator. The Government 
does not control the nature of the 
program, That is one of the very 
points we are concerned with, that 
the Government would control the 
nature of the programming. 

And so it went. 





would still be 





than | 


Sarnoff Gives Senators Lesson 
In TV Network Economics; Warns 
Major Surgery Will Harm Medium 


Washington, June 19. 

Federal regulatior. of the tv net- 
works could not be accomplished 
without upsetting “the whole deli- 
cate balance of network advertis- 
ing, affiliation relationships and 
service to the public,"” NBC prexy 
Robert Sarnoff told the Senate In- 
terstate Commerce Committee last 
week. Application of ‘“‘major surge- 
ry” on video, he warned, would 
gain nothing and only hurt the 
medium, 


Problems of the tv industry, Sar- 
noff testified, are due to the insuf- 
ficiency of stations, particularly in 
the larger markets, ‘The most con- 
structive action which could be 
taken to broaden tv's service,” he 
said, “would be provision for the 
maximum number of stations. We 
hope that this vital objective will 
not be obscured or diverted by at- 
tacks on network operations” at a 
time when a solution is so urgently 
needed, 

Restriction of nets in program 
production would serve no pur- 
pose, said Sarnoff. Difficulties 
facing film syndicators have noth- 
ing to do with network operations, 
he added. There is more competi- 
tion than ever in programming, he 
said. The problem is the shortage 
| of markets. 


| Sarnoff defended the option time 
| agreements with affiliates as an es- 
|'sential arrangement to guarantee 
that a sufficient number of stations 
will carry programs. “We're selling 


| national circulation,” he said, “‘and 


| we must have assurance of circula- 
| tion to sell the advertiser.” 

i Stressing the need for more sta- 
| tions, Sarnoff said “this is the root 
| of the problem” and he urged that 


(Continued on page 34) 


RCA’s Major Stake 
In Tint TV Specs 


RCA, in line with the marketing 
of its new $495 colorset line, is 
moving wholesale into the NBC-TV 
tint spectacular lineup with repre- 
sentation on all three ‘‘spec’’ days 
of the week. Latest RCA acquisi- 
tion is cosponsorship of the Satur- 
day night one-a-monthers’ with 
Oldsmobile, which had picked up 
the entire tab this year. 

Buyin, on behalf of RCA and 
Whirlpool, gives the NBC parent 
company representation on a haif- 
sponsorship basis in all three spec 
series, the Friday night 8:30-10 
group and the Monday night ‘‘Pro- 
ducers’ Showcase.” In both the 
Friday and Monday shows, RCA is 
going it solo thus: far, since NBC 
has been unable to find a cospon- 
sor to replace Ford in “Showcase” 
and has only begun to peddle the 
Friday series in the past couple 
of weeks. 


WALTER KERR ‘OMNI’ 
DRAMA CONSULTANT 


| Walter Kerr, drama critic of the 
New York Herald Tribune, has 
| joined the staff of the TV-Radio 
Workshop of the Ford Foundation 
as drama consultant to “Omnibus.” 
Kerr, who appeared on the pro- 
gram in 1955 as commentator in 
the Stratford (Ont.) Shakespeare 
Players’ analysis of “Hamlet,” will 
participate as a member of the 
“Omnibus” planning staff with spe- 
cial emphasis on the development 
of features dealing with the drama 
or set in dramatic form. 

Kerr, who has been the Trib’s 
drama firststringer since 1951, is 
also an author, playwright and for- 
mer drama teacher. Among his 
plays are “Sing Out Sweet Land” 
and “Touch and Go,” the latter a 
collaboration with his wife. “Om- 
nibus” starts its fifth season Oct. 7 
on ABC-TV, switching from CBS. 
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Agency, Network Execs Scrounging 


Around for ‘Westerns With Class 


+. 


Hollywood, June 19. 

They'll be galloping that-a-way 
through the living rooms in in- 
creasing numbers next season. 
Agency and network execs out 
here to look over new properties 
make no bones about their interest 
in outdoor actioners and westerns 
are definitely preferred. 

“Everybody is talking westerns,” 
Walter Craig, eastern agency exec, 
pointed out, ‘and while I’m in 
town I’m rustling through all the 
prints I can find. If it’s a live 
show, we'll have a look at that 
too.” 

Craig feels domestic comedies 
and dramas are wearing thin and 
sponsors want to get away from 
the “unrealities of anthologies.” 
He’s had some talks with Art 
Rush, long time Roy Rogers man- 
ager, who is framing an hour class 
western for which Rogers would 
round up several of the best known 
oater stars. Few years ago, ABC 
laid out a western town at Tele- 
vision Center but it didn’t last 
long. That was when “Hoppy” 
was the rage and the flavor of the 
old west couldn’t be captured in 
a confined area. Rush’s project, 
in which NBC also has shown 
some interest, is described as a 
western with all the trimmings of 
“Oklahoma!” 

Earl Collins, prexy of Repub- 
lic’s tv subsidiary, Hollywood Tele- 
vision Service, has found a grow- 
ing demand for westerns and it’s 
understood studio is prepping two 
new series in this field. Collins 
has enjoyed greater success with 


the sale of westerns, both out of | 


those | ' : : 
jing in the fall. 


the studio stockpile and 
made especially for tv (“Stories of 
the Century”) than any other 
studio or syndicator. 
new series coming up will star 
Rex Allen as ‘Frontier Doctor.” 
High rating and amazing audi- 
ence growth of such shows as 
“Wyatt Earp,” “Frontier” and the 
Roy Rogers vidpix in the last sea- 
son has also cued new interest in 
the western field. These shows 
have stood off live network com- 
petition with low cost-per-thousand 
payoff, New entries with the 
prairie sagas will be 
Theatre,” “Jim Bowie’ 


, 


and 


sponsored. 

Format of the new style west- 
erns will undergo some changes to 
give it more “class” appearance. 
Chases and other hoky devices will 
be minimized with the emphasis 
on plot and situation. 
also be a harder pitch for bigger 
mames of the stature of Gary 
Cooper and James Stewart. While 
most of the filmed plays will 


eschew the “western” tag fer “out- | 
riding | 
and gun play will be very much in | 


door adventure,” the hard 
evidence. The femme angle will 
be stressed, too, to make the film 
more palatable to the shopper of 
the advertised product. 


Harrell’s Hub Spot 


Boston, June 19. 

Charles T. Harrell, former ex- 
ecutive producer of tv for the ABC 
and eastern program manager of 
radio and supervisor of tv-radio 
producer at Lennen & Newell, 
New York, has joined the James 
Thomas Chirurg Co. as director of 
tv and radio. 

Harrell’s headquarters will be in 
Boston. 








Inc 
Bot. 


Aladdin Industries, 
American Thermos 
Bristol Myers Co 
Campana Sales Co 
Campana Sales 
Campana Sales 
Curtis Pub. Co 
Diamond Alkali Co 

Dixie Cup Co 

Douglas Fir Plywood Assn.... 
Drackett Company 

Hoover Vacuum Co 

Hoover Vacuum Co 

Hoover Vacuum Co 


Co 


North Amer. Accident Ins. Co 


Co 
Ine 


Procter & Gamble 
Plastone Company, 
Ritchie Harold F., 
Scovil Manufact. Co 
Skil Corporation 

Sterns Nurseries 

Virginia Carolina Chem. Corp 


Westinghouse Corp. ............ 





“Zane Grey | 
“Ad- | 
ventures of Kit Carson,” all fully | 


There will | 
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Ike’s Radio Diet 


Washington, June 19. 


President Eisenhower is re- 
ceiving a balanced daily diet 
of radio music, sans news, sans 
commercials, in his suite at 
Walter Reed Hospital. The 
programs, tailored to Ike’s 
specifications, are delivered 
via closed circuit by Station 
WGMS, Washington’s ‘Good 
Music Station,” whose sale to 
Mutual Network is now pend- 
ing before the FCC. 

The suite receives’ three 
daily programs, of two hours 
apiece, plus background music 
for the remainder of the time, 
according to Robert Rogers, 
who manages the station. Ike’s 
choice is ‘‘middle hair to long- 
hair music,” says Rogers. 

The station has put a special 
control in to feed the Presi- 
dent’s suite and has a staff 
announcer especially assigned 
to handle the Presidential pro- 
grams. Announcements include 
explanations of the music. 


NBC Philly Outlet 
Goes Tint in Fall 


Philadelphia, June 19. 


WRCV-TV, local NBC outlet, 
will begin local live color telecast- 








the move was made at a display 


One of the | 0f RCA color recelvers on exhibit 


at Cherry Hill Inn, N. J., by Lloyd 
E. Yoder, NBC veepee and g.m. of 
the station here. 

Station will be equipped with 
live color cameras as well as film 
cameras and equipment for han- 
dling color slides and opaques. In- 
stallation of these facilities means 
that local programs can be tele- 
cast in compatible color as well as 
feature films and commercial and 
promotional slides. 

Yoder called color ‘“‘the greatest 
challenge to broadcasters” and 
stated that it will afford the vast 
tv audience “unparallelled enjoy- 
ment.” WRCV-TV launching of 


live colorcasts will make it the first | 
boast | 


Philadelphia tv station to 


these facilities. 





MURROW AM NEWS 


Amoco gasoline has ankled its 
eastern regional sponsorship of Ed 
Murrow’s quarter-hour news strip 
on CBS Radio after a seven-year 
span. Amoco had sponsored Mur- 
row’s 7:45-8 commentary three 
weekly over an 


in the midwest and Fels-Naptha on 
the Coast. Hamm’s has _ also 
dropped its share, but Fels-Naptha 
is holding onto its Coast sponsor- 
ship. 

Cancellation by Amoco, via the 
Joseph Katz agency, is said to have 
been cued by the desire of a change 
after the many years, just for a 
change’s sake rather than any dis- 
satisfaction with the show. 


| satisfied with their old 





| tion) and WTOP-TV 


Announcement of | 


eastern } 
‘spread, with Hamm’s Beer taking it 


Milton Cross Strip 


Milton Cross is going back 27 
years in his own radio history. 
ABC Radio has hired the gabber 
to front its 10 to midnight mood 
music strip, “Crossways to Music.” 
In 1929, he was emcee of the 
“Slumber Hour,” a show with pre- 
cisely the same type of music, on 
the old Blue Network. 

Weekends, Charles Wood will do 
a similar mood show for ABC from 
11 to midnight. 





ABC-TV's Bigtime’ 


Cues a Scramble 


Among the Reps 


ABC-TV’s move bigtime network- 
ing has seemingly unsettled the 
station representative field. 
WMAL-TV, Washington, D. C., has 
switched from Katz to H-R, and it’s 
being taken as an open indication 
that other ABC affiliates, no longer 
reps, are 
seeking a change. 

Reps are preparing their briefs 
in trying to lure the top ABC affili- 
ates away from the competition. 


Seems the national spot biz grab- | 


bed by the ABC stations is not in 
proportion to the network’s growth 
curve. That’s in the face of in- 
creased national spot billings in 
most all major markets. 


While WMAL-TV’s national spot | 
dollar volume is up over a year ago, | 


it’s not considered anywhere near 
par with WRC-TV (the NBC sta- 
(CBS). For 
that matter, it’s running last to 
WTTG’S (indie) spot biz. 
Comparative dollar figures aren’t 
available, but WTOP had 137 dif- 


| ferent spot advertisers on the air 


during a recent report period and 
WRC had 115. WTTG had 61 and 
WMAL only 41. 

No matter how good the current 


| ABC affiliate rep is for his other 


stations, belief is that “any rep 
salesman who has been selling a 
dog for years finds it hard to real- 
ize he’s selling an overnight Cin- 
derella.” 

H-R, which inked 
TV (‘and radio) pact 
handled WTTG until 
part of 1955. 


HERBIE KOCH EXITING 
WHAS AFTER 20 YRS. 


Louisville, June 19. 
Herbie Koch, for over 20 years 


the WMAL- 
last week, 
the latter 





|organist at WHAS and WHAS-TV, 


is leaving the station June 30. Cur- 
rently he has 18 radio shows a 
week and a Sunday night 30-minute 
tv One of his best-known 
radio shows was “Dream Sere- 
nade,’ which ended about six years 
ago, after 15 years and 5,000 per- 
formances. It slotted in the 11:30 
to midnight spot. 

Prior to coming to WHAS, Koch 
played in Publix houses over the 
country, and also played theatre 
organs in Havana, Paris and Lon- 
don. While with WHAS, he had a 
coast-to-coast network show for 
several seasons in the 30’s, called 
“Kevboard and Console” for a half- 
hour on Saturday afternoons. He 
will teach organ technique at a 


show. 


! local studio. 


Mutual's “Mission in Moscow, Pa.’ 








Gregson Going Places 

Jack Gregson has been pil- 
ing up flying hours at a rapid 
clip—for what may prove an 
undisputed championship of 
its kind in tv. 

Here, for instance, is his 
July 1 week schedule: Emcee- 
ing “Going Places” out of 
Miami on Sunday over ABC- 
TV; Wednesday, to Frisco to 
do ABC-TV fights; Saturday, 
“High Finance” on CBS-TV, 
a new assignment from N. Y. 
on alternating weekends, and 
the next morning back to 
Miami. 


. 4 








WPIX’s Peak Biz 
On Its 8th Anni 


New York indie WPIX, which 
_celebrated its eighth birthday Fri. 
(15), is doing more gross business 


| 

| than ever before in its history, sur- 

| passing its record for 1955, when 

ithe station showed a_ substantial 
profit, Fred Thrower, v.p. and gen- 

| eral manager, stated. 


Thrower based his 1956 gross 
business estimates on figures for 
the first four months of this year. 
The v.p. and general manager, who 
' assumed the helm ofethe New York 
| Daily News station three years ago, 
said that apparently his concept of 
balanced programming has paid 
off. He pointed to the heavy sched- 
ule of sports and news for the Sta- 
tion, as well as a rounded program 
of half-hour series filmed shows, 

The number of half-hour syn- 
dicated half-hour shows on WPIX 
now is twice as many as any other 
New York television station, 
Thrower stated. Currently, he went 
on, there are 35 half-hour syndi- 
cated shows per week on the air 
and another 2112 hours of syn- 
dicated shows per week are slated 
for the early fall. This “balanced 
program structure,” Thrower main- 
' tained, resulted in the biggest gain 
in nighttime share of audience for 
April, over the previous year, with 
a gain of 29%, according to Neil- 
sen, for WPIX. 

Questioned as to whether WPIX 
would return to feature film fare, 
which it gave up last September, 
Thrower replied that prices quoted 
‘for quality feature films currently 
make such a switch prohibitive. He 
| compared 
'sought per showing currently for 
feature product with the $3,600 per 
week paid by WPIX for a feature 
film for its ‘First Show” program, 





six nights a week. 


| 

| > J . . 

| WLIB’s Biz Hike 

| A 15% hike in national accounts 
the past six months has 
'been racked up by N. Y. indie 
WLIB, which programs prominent- 
ly for the Negro market. 

Among the 15 new national ac- 
counts are Budweiser, Lucky 
Strike, Heinz Baby Food, Jello, 
Wrigley’s and Coco Cola. 





| within 





(Month of May as Compiled by Broadcast Advertisers Report) 


Vacuum Bottles 
..Thermos Bottles 
Mum Deodorant 
Ayds Reducing 
Magic Touch Makeup . 
Sheer Magic Liquid 
Saturday Evening Post 
Black Leaf Insecticide 
Paper Cups 
.Plywood 
Dazy Spray Air 


Appliances 
.Appliances 
Insurance 
.Crisco Shortening 
Turtle Wax 


aes Eno Antacid (-uieiecea meta 
Hamilton Beach Appliances 
eiehiaes Electric Tools & Appl 


Gladiola Bulbs 
Black Leaf Insect 


eee Ta Engineering Opportunities 


NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
.. NBC 
-NBC 
NBC 
ABC 


Tonight 
Today 

Tonight 
Tonight 
Tonight 


Tonight 
Home 
Tonight 
PROMO oc cess 
Today 


Film Festival 
Today 
Today 


Captain Kangaroo 


Tonight 
Tonight 

Good Morning 
Gcod Morning 
Geod Morning 
Home 

Tonight 


Famous Film Festival 


TV Networks’ New ‘Spoticipation’ Biz 


Gueen Lor & Way. ic cscecscses Mon. 


.. Tues. 
. Thurs, 
.. Tues. 
.M-W-Th.-F. 
.. Wed. 
.. Sun, 
.M-T-W-T-F. 
..Mon., Wed., Fri. 
Mon., Wed., Fri. 
..Mon., Wed., Fri. 
Fri. 
.Wed., 
. Fri. 

. Thurs. 
..Tues., 
Fri. 

. Tues., 


Thurs., Fri. 


Thurs., Fri. 


Thurs. 


the $8,000 to $10,000 | 





| Wilkes-Barre 





| parted for N. Y. 


| Peck, Jose 
| Edward G. 
which runs from 7:30 to 8:55 p.m. | 





Network to Simulate Enemy Troops’ Takeover of 
American Town 


+ 


A radio spectacular, titled “Mie. 
sion in Moscow, Pa.,” Simulating 
the takeover by “enemy” troops of 
a typical American town. is 
planned by Mutual for July 4 ag 
the next in the net’s series of ¢o; 
memorative programs, 


With the cooperation of the De. 
fense Department, the American 
Legion and the townsfolk of Mos. 
cow, Pa., population 1,000, Mutya) 
plans “war correspondent” reports 
direct from the scene of “enemy” 
attack. All rights and_ privileges 
normally the heritage of U. S. citj. 
zens will be revoked and abolished 
with martial law instituted there. 


The program, to be produced by 
Brad Simpson, will point up the 
freedoms which Americans now 
enjoy and have come to accept ag 
their right. 

The on-the-spot broadcasts yj] 
be variously scheduled over the 
net from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., with 
an aggregate of four hours of 
broadcasts from “the captured 
city” anticipated. The time of the 
broadcasts will be set after net. 
work officials cull the recommen. 
dations of affiliate stations. 

According to present plans, the 
program will describe the assault 
and capture by ground troops, 
paratroopers, armor and _ mobile 
artillery, the inception of martial 
law and all the restraints that go 
with it, including rationing, cep. 
sorship, seizure, propaganda, etc, 
the setting up of prison compounds 
and the installation of a puppet 
municipal government, plus rigid 
regulations limiting movements of 
townsfolk. 

Moscow, Pa., is in the Scranton, 
area. 


Ne 





Salute to John Huston, 
‘High Seciety’ Preview 
Set for Sullivan TV’er 


Hollywood, June 19. 


Hour-long ‘salute to John Hus- 
ton and a preview of “High So- 
ciety” were set by Ed Sullivan as 
highlights of his July “Toast of 
the Town” teleshows before he de- 
“The John Hus: 
ton Story” will be the July 1 offer- 
ing with the “Society” plug, both 
filmed and live, to come two weeks 
later. 

Huston show will originate in 
N. Y. with cut-ins from Hoilywood 
to accommodate stars whose shoot: 
ing schedules will not permit treks 
to N. Y. Layout will star Gregory 
Ferrer, Orson Welles, 
Robinson and Vincent 
Price and other top names. A 
highlight will be a reenactment by 
Peck of a scene from “Moby Dick.” 
Huston’s Moulin production for WB 
which opens in New Bedford, 
Mass., June 27 and in Hollywood 
July 2. Show will include scenes 
from several Huston pix, including 
his war documentary “San Pietro.” 
Burl Ives and Bill Pearson, Hus- 
ton’s jockey who hit the $64,000 
Question, will also appear. 

For the “Society” show, Sullivan 
filmed a 10-minute comedy routine 
with Bing Crosby at Metro and will 
also utilize film clips featuring 
Crosby, Frank Sinatra, Grace Kelly 
and Louis Armstrong. Latter will 
also appear “live” with his orches 
tra. 

While here, Sullivan also ap 
peared with Crosby in a special 
theatre trailer. 


Shari Lewis’ WPIX Show 


Shari Lewis, puppeteer, vel: 
triloquist and magician, will re 
turn to WPIX, N. Y., in a new half 
hour show, titled “Shari and Her 
Friends” beginning Sat. (23) at 5 
and thereafter at the same time 
and day. 

The initial sponsors are Bis 
Time Dog Food, Horstman Dolls 
and Standard Toycraft. If spon 
sor interest warrants, the plan }§ 
to take on a Sunday slotting 4 
well. 

Meanwhile, Carter Products ‘ 
SSC&B, has bought a_ 16-wees 
schedule of participation within 
programs and a schedule of spol 
commencing immediately. 
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The ‘Why’ of TV Viewing 


Researchers are now looking 


Detroit, June 19. 
into why people watch tv. One 


result may be that raters will add the “why” question to the usual 


“what program are you watching?” 


carry the audience survey into 
research.” 


If that should occur it would 
a new fieid called “motivation 


National Marketing Research, a division of Psychological Consul- 
tation Service, is a Detroit organization which specializes in that 


field. 
people watch certain programs 


Its director, Dr. R. Edward Berman, a psychologist, says 


because they consciously or un- 


consciously identify themselves with them. 

Dr. Berman lists eight universal needs as being basic in this 
search for identity: food and drink, comfort, to attract the opposite 
sex, welfare of loved ones, to be superior, freedom from fear and 


danger, special approval, and to 


live longer. 


The psychologist explains that the programs which appeai to 


one or more of these basic needs 


will attract the most viewers. He 


also lists nine “learned” needs which are of secondary importance 
in this search for identity: bargains, information, cleanliness, effi- 
ciency, convenience, dependability, style or beauty, economy or 


profit, and curiosity. 


Dr. Berman maintains that the relationship between needs and 
wants and the programs and commercials on tv are important 


elues as to which shows will attract the greatest audiences. 


He 


points out that motivation research already has resulted in changes 


in the design of products and packaging. 


It has already been 


tested on radio and tv commercials and advertising in newspapers, 


magazines and billboards. 


Dr. Berman said the two fundamental goals of a tv program 


should be identification and believability. 


“We tend to associate 


ourselves with an image character of what we think we are or 


would like to be,” he explained. 
hero, a detective hero or even a 
tification. In believability, we 
could be it.’” 


“The image could be a cowboy 
juvenile delinquent. That is iden- 
say either, ‘I could do it,’ or ‘I 


It may be that rating services may now have to move a psy- 
chologist’s couch in with the IBM machines and other statistical 
paraphernalia in order to find out why some programs are more 


popular than others. 








~ Seoul Goes Ga-Ga Over Teevee 


1,000,000 Turn Out for 50-Set ‘Trial Run’ by 
Republic’s Only Station 


The owners will swear to it—| 


nearly half of Seoul’s 2,000,000 


citiens saw the trial run last month | 


of the Republic of Korea’s first and 


only television station. But nobody 
owns a receiver, so they crowded 
around the 50 sets dispersed for 
the public by the station operators, 
most of whom are American, and 
what the vast majority of folks in 
the rear of the mob couldn’t see 
they had passed along to them by 
word-of-mouth description. 
Koread, RCA _ distributor’ in 
Seoul, the South Korean capital, 
ran the first tests on HLKZ-TV, 
May 12, 13 and 14. Station, cover- 
ing only Seoul and its precincts, 
was slated to return permanently 
to the air over the past weekend, 
according to Chuck Levenburg, 
exec veep of the station, who is 
back in Korcad’s Gotham office. 


Since the company has the RCA 
franchise formost:aim of the tv sta- 
tion in the partially medieval state 
is to push sale of receivers. 
(They're not priced, but the com- 
pany has a stock of 300.) Secondly, 
Levenburg and his station man- 
ager Peter Ostroff, who was also in 
town last week, believe that the 
area will attract American cigaret, 
$0ap and liquor (no tv restrictions 


(Continued on page 28) 


KNXT Boss Into 
Key CBS-TV Slot 


With the upbeat at CBS-TV in 
Coast-originated programming, 
James T. Aubrey is ankling his 
local-regional managerial berth on 
the Coast to join the network's 
Programming operation there in 
the newly-created post of manager 
of network programs for CBS-TV 

ollywood. Succeeding him as gen- 
fral manager of KNXT, the web's 

Os Angeles o&o, and g.m. of the 
CBS-TV Pacific Network will be 
Clark George, presently general 
Manager of CBS-TV Spot Sales. 
Replacing George in N. Y. wiil be 
John Schneider, eastern sales man- 
aser for Spot Sales. 

Aubrey, who’s been gi. of 
KNXT and the Pacific Network 
Since 1952, will handle administra- 
tive facets of the network program- 


(Continued on page 34) 
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Bing Sing Sold Again 
Insurance Cos. of North Amer- 
jica, which sponsored last year’s 
“Sing With Bing’ Christmas show 
|on CBS Radio, have signed to spon- 
|sor the Groaner this year for an- 
‘other hourlong Yule special. 

Format will undergo a_ few 
| changes with some other produc- 
|tion trappings, but essentially it’ll 
|be the same type of heavily pro- 
|moted community sing. 


JWT Nixes Bid To 
Cuffo Cincy Reds 
On WCPO-TV 


Cincinnati, June 19. 


For the second time within a 
month Mort Watters was turned 
down on offers to have WCPO-TV, 
which he heads, carry programs of 
rival WLW-T “‘as a public service.” 

Latest failure was on his. request 
to J. Walter Thompson for his sta- 
tion to televise three games this 
week of the Redlegs-Phillies series 
from: Philadelphia. 

The Watters bid to render the 
service “free and without advertis- 
ing,” because of the National 
League’s hot pennant race, was re- 








Thompson organization. In a wire | 
|from Indianapolis, Smith told 
Watters: 


In fairness to. our clients and in 
|view of their sizeable investment 
in the present schedule, we cannot 
entertain the proposal as _ out- 
lined.” 
The agency exec added: “I think 
(Continued on page 34) 


Mutual Affil Powwows 


Jack Poor, president of Mutual, 
and Bob Carpenter, v.p. in charge 
of station relations, are due back 
in N. Y. the week of June 28, 
capping an eight-city tour of re- 
gional affiliate meetings. 

The conclusion of the tour will 
be marked by a two-day conclave, 
slated to begin June 28, at New 
York’s Warwick Hotel of regional 
affiliates in the New York area. 








TV TO PREEM 





—__ —- 


BUT PRACTICA 


MUTA 


Though there is a grand total 
of 26 spanking new nighttime pro- 
grams set for the television net- 





works for next fall—and more to} 


come—already the industry is ask- 
ing, “So what else is new?” Apart 
from the Sunday afternoon public 
affairs lineups, which present some 
dynamite-laden competitive and 
programming facets, and some 
noteworthy spectacular ventures, 
the new. programming for the fall 
with few exceptions evokes a few 
yawns here and there and nothing 
much else. 

Indicative of the qualitative as- 
pects of the fall programs 
those set so far on ABC-TV, which 
as the aggressive and 
“growth network” among the three 
has most to gain from.-a strong 
programming attack. Of five new 
shows already set, only one is off- 
beat, that being “Bold Journey,” a 
series of adventure documentaries 
patterned after the syndicated “I 
Search for Adventure” and pro- 
duced by the same outfit. There’s 
a new Lawrence Welk hour, a new 
Jan Murray quizzer to replace his 
“Dollar a Second,” an hourlong 
filmed “Wire Service” and the new 
kidventure “Jim Bowie’ series. 
More holes to be filled still here, 
but nothing of promise. 

At CBS and NBC, the 
isn’t much different. 
greater accent on live comedy this 
year; new to the fold will be Herb 


pattern 


Shriner with an hour, Ray Bolger, | 


Tennessee Ernie, Steve Allen and 
a Sunday night hour (starts this 
week) and of course Jackie Glea- 
son returning to the full-hour-live 
fold. There are only two new live 


dramatic offerings, one a replace- | 


ment for a current stanza, this be- 
ing the “Kaiser Aluminum Hour,” 
replacing the alternate-week “Play- 
wrights ’56.” Other live offering— 
and the most promising of all, is 
CBS’ 90-minute “Playhouse 90,” 
some of which will be on film but 
most live every week, 
6 Kid Adventure Shows 

Biggest newcomer category is 
the kid adventure series, with six 
such new ones in store—‘Circus 
Boy,” “Sir Launcelot,” ‘Zane Grey 
Theatre,” “West Point Story,” ‘‘The 
Buccaneer” and “Bowie.” Next 
largest category is situation com- 
edy, with five in the offing: ‘‘Stan- 
ley” (Buddy Hackett), ‘Hiram Hol- 
iday” (Wally Cox), “Oh Susannah” 
(Gale Storm), “Johnny Come Late- 
ly” (Jack Carson) and ‘‘Hey Jean- 
nie” (Jeannie Carson), There will 
be three audience participationers 
—Dennis James’ “High Finance,” 
Jack Barry’s “Twenty-One” and 
Murray’s ‘Treasure Chest.” 

Network-by-network, NBC leads 

(Continued on page 37) 


‘US. Steel Hour’ Gets 
A Closed-TV Pickup 
For 30,000 Employees 


Some 30,000 employees and 
guests of the U. S. Steel Co., gath- 











jected by William A. Smith of the |ered in 14 auditoriums and hotels 


in 12 cities, will witness the com- 
|pany’s sponsored tv program, the 


“Have reviewed your suggestion. | U. S. Steel Hour, via closed circuit 


itelevision tonight (Wed.) at the 
|/same time as it is being presented 
ion the air. The program, seen on 


CBS-TV, will be presented on 
large screens at the meeting 
places, 


Hour-long drama show will con- 
stitute the entertainment portion 
of the two-hour closed circuit ses- 
sion arranged by Sheraton Closed 
Circuit Television. First half of 
the program will be devoted to a 
talk by U. S. Steel prexy Clifford 
F. Hood who will discuss safety 
measures. Each outlet then will 
show a new Safety film. Major por- 
tion of closed circuit meeting will 
originate from the Syria Mosque 
in Pittsburgh. Hood will speak 
from New York. 





- Suit Against AW 


are | 
|One was a Max Liebman specola | 
vigorous | 
la “Colgate Comedy 
|the Coast with Abbott & Costello. 


26 NEW SHOWS 








- 
Sonja’s Icepec 
Sonja Henie has been set to do 
an NBC-TV ice spectacular on 


day night color series cosponsored 
by Oldsmobile and RCA-Whirlpool. 
She’ll do the icepec from the net- 
work’s Brooklyn color studios and 
will use a supporting cast of non- 
icers as well as a number of blade 
turns. Saturday series, incidentally, 
is taking on an arena-type aura, 
since Esther Williams is slated to 
do her two aquashows in that series 
as well. 

Miss Henie has starred in two 
previous NBC-TV_ appearances. 





2 couple of years back; the other 
Hour” from 





Dems’ $2,000,000 
TV-AM War Chest: 


Formulate Plan 





There’s a} 


+ sorial 
|with an eight-week summer cam- | 


The $2,000,000 earmarked for tv 
and radio by the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee for presidential 
electioneering will go for half-hour 
and five-minute network program- 
ming, with spot programming 
slated if any monies are left over. 

The Democratic National 
mittee broadcasting plans 
disclosed by Reggie Schuebel, vee- 
pee of Norman, Craig & Kummel, 
agency handling the account. The 
plans closely parallel the program 


mittee, which also has an 
nounced tv and radio budget 
from $2,000,000 to $2,200,000. 

The Democratic National 


an- 
of 


Com- 
has requested certain periods from 
ithe networks, cognizant of the pay- 
ing for pre-emptive rights, ques- 
|tion. Current plans, she said, call 
\for launching the campaign with 
|a big sendoff on all radio and tv 
| networks. 

| Miss Schuebel said that plans are 
currently fluid since the Dems do 
not know who their candidate will 
ibe. The desires of the presiden- 
| tial nominee as to teevee and radio 
also will have to be taken into ac- 
count, she added. 

Questioned on the relative use 
|of tv and radio, she said that in 
|terms of money the bulk will be 
|spent on video, Broadly, she con- 
|tinued, current plans call for half- 
hour network shows which most 
|likely will be candidate speeches, 
|as well as five-minute programs, 
;which may be on film or live. 
The radio and video campaign 





tional Convention in ~ Chicago, 
slated to start Aug. 13. 


‘GULF’S SUMMER RIDE 
ON CBS RADIO SOAPS 


Gulf Oil has joined the spon- 
bandwagon on CBS Radio 








|paign that embraces sponsorship 


of 30 of the web's seven-and-one- | 


half-minute soapopera units over 
the eight-week span. Gulf, via 
| Young & Rubicam, will sponsor 
units on “Helen Trent,” ‘Young 
Dr. Malone” and “Nora Drake” 
during the hot spell. Oil company 
had a similar camapign last year, 
but not as extensive, 

Also returning to the web is 
Corn Products Sales Co. with its 
three-a-week sponsorship of the 
“Sunshine Sue” show, which star- 
ring Sue Workman goes into the 
3:30-3:35 strip. Corn Products, 
currently on the web with partial 
sponsorship of three soaps, buys 
into a fourth, “Our Gal Sunday.” 
Company just moved fnto the soap- 
opera sponsorship in May. Agency 
is C. L. Miller. 








Dec. 22 as part of the web's Satur- | 


Com- | 
were | 


of the Republican National Com- | 


| mittee, Miss Schuebel said, already | 


will be launched shortly after the | 
conclusion of the Democratic Na- | 


1 John Henry Faulk Files $500,000 Libel 
ARE in Blacklist Test 


* In the first major legal test of 


blacklist practices, radio-tv per- 
former John Henry Faulk filed a 
$500,000 libel suit this week in 
|N. Y. Supreme Court naming as 
|defendants AWARE Inc., Laurence 
A. Johnson and Vincent Hartnett. 
|The defendants, it is alleged, con- 
spired to destroy Faulk’s income 
and livelihood, as well as his repu- 
tation, by the publication of false 
accusations linking him with Com- 
munist front organizations and 
Communist infiltration. 


According to Faulk’s complaint, 
the attack upon him started short- 
ly after he was elected a v.p. of 
the New York local of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Television & 
Radio Artists last December on an 
fanti-AWARE~ and __ anti-blacklist 
|ticket. Same AWARE publication 
lalso attacked AFTRA local prez 
Charles Collingwood and v.p. Or- 
son Bean. 

AWARE is an anti-Communist 
organization which has taken keen 
interest in AFTRA activilies and 
was told to keep out of AFTRA af- 
fairs in a union referendum last 
year. It publishes a bulletin pur- 
porting to report Communist ac- 
tivities in radio and tv and names 
;names it alleges to be linked to 
|Red fronts and activities. John- 
ison is the former Syracuse, N. Y., 
{supermarket operator who has 
been active in blacklisting, and 
| Hartnett is identified as the author 
lof “Red Channels” and currently 
| runs an agency supplying blacklist 
information to agencies and net- 
| works at a fee. 








Faulk also takes up the matter 
of blacklisting as a business, de- 
|claring that ‘as an anti-Communist 
I am unafraid and feel I am in a 
good position to test in the courts 
nefarious and racketeering prac- 
tices which masquerade as patriot- 
iism.” His complaint specifically 
deals with “practices of the defend- 
| ants, involving the use of intimida- 
tion and terror in order to pro- 
cure the blacklisting of radio and 
|television artists by the networks, 
producers, sponsors and advertis- 
|ing agencies .. . and, upon infor- 
mation and belief, the extortion of 
|monies in consideration for the 
‘clearance’. . . of radio and tele- 
vision artists, charged, however, 
| baselessly, with subversive or for- 
mer subversive associations.” 

Charging that the AWARE ac- 
cusations that Faulk has supported 

(Continued on page 44) 


$1,000,000 More 


For Monitor’ 


| NBC Radio’s weekend ‘Monitor” 
hauled in two more major adver- 
tisers this week, one of them a de- 
fection from rival CBS, to enrich 
the NBC coffers by nearly $1,000,- 
000 net. The CBS defector is Am- 
oco, which ankled Ed Murrow af- 
ter seven years and bought a 
schedule of 14 five-minute capsules 








on the weekender on a 52-week 
basis over its 100-station eastern 
network. 


Other bluechipper is R. J. Rey- 
nolds, which for its Winston filter 
brand has bought in on 50 six-sec- 
ond program ID’s on ‘‘Monitor” a 
week, also over a year’s span (both 
pacts, of course, are cancellable in 
| cycles, but the contracts are drawn 
| for a year). Winston ID’s are simi- 
lar to those ‘used by Warner-Hud- 
nut, except that the latter’s spread 
is concentrated in weekday pro- 
gramming. 

Amoco’s buy consists of 10 new 
five-minute “top tunes” features, 
in which a “Monitor” femme an- 
nouncer will call various cities to 
find out the top tunes in those lo- 
cales. The other four capsules will 
be divided between two sports 
shows and two Bob & Ray features, 
one each on Saturday and Sunday. 
Bob & Ray outings will include a 
special Amoco commercial devised 
by the comedy team, a la the Piel’s 
Beer blurbs, 
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Crosby Assails Release of Major 


Backlogs to TV; Folds Vidilmery 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Bing Crosby has folded his tele- 
filmery, and the actor-singer cited 
as one of the major reasons the 
unloading of major studio back- 
logs to tv, describing the court’s 
okay of such sales as a “miscarriage 
of justice.” Vidfilm company had 


operated under the banner of tne; | 4 | ; 
cident last year, in which the Rev. | 


singer-actor’s Bing Crosby Enier- 
prises. 


BCE was one of the first vidpix 


companies to enter the field, but | 
the actor-singer said “‘we have no} 


plans to resume production. It got 
too tough. Costs were too high. 
Competition was too Keen. 

“On top of all this, the picture 
companies are flooding the market 
with their old pictures. I hate to 
see them release all the old movies 
to tv. And I think all those aciors 
—particulariy the bit players— 
ought to be paid when tneir pic- 
tures are sold to tv. After 
these movies were made to 
shown in theatres, not to. sel! 
Jack Seratch hair oil or some such 
product on tv. 

“I know that the courts ruled 
adversely against the actors, and 
said the studios have the right to 
sell movies to tv without paying 
them, but I tnink it’s a miscarriage 
of justice. 

“‘Also, the classics don’t stand up 
today, not when they’re compared 
to present-day standards. A_ lot 
of people are going to be disap- 
pointed when they see these greui 
pictures of yesterday on that 
small screen. It’s sad,” commented 
Crosby. 

(Editor’s note: Under’ deal 
reached between Screen Aciors 
Guild and the film producers, ac- 
tors receive a cut of coin if they 
appear in pix made after Aug. 1, 
1948, which are sold to tv. How- 
ever, actors in the thousands of 
pix made before that date, and 
subsequently sold to tv, receive 
nothing). 


KSFO's $1,000,009 
Sale to Autry Co. 


Hollywood, June 19. 

A group headed by cowboy actor 
Gene Autry and Robert Revnolds, 
general manager of Autry’s KMPC, 
here, have purchased KSFO, San 
Francisco, for approximately $1, 
000,000, subject, of course, to FCC 
approval. Others of the group in- 
clude Stan Spiro, Loyd Sigmon 
and Oren Mattison, all connected 
with KMPC. 

Seller was Wesley I. Dumm, 
who's owned and operated KSFO 
since 1933, then a CBS affiliate. 
Station is currently an indie. 

Autry, who owns 51% of KMPC 
stock, will also hold 51° of KSFO. 
Purchase gives Autry an interest in 
his sixth AM-tv outlet. Besides 
KMPC, he and Tom Chauncey own 
KOOL -AM-TYV, Phoenix, and 
KOPO-AM-TV, Tucson. 

Autry commented last week, “We 
have lots of faith in AM radio and 
think it will continue as a great 
means of entertainment.” He add- 
ed, “One of these days I’ve got to 
retire and I'll want some things to 
look after.” 

Revnolds said last week that 
there’ll be no change in the man- 
agement or personnel of KSFO and 
that the station will be operated 
independently by KMPC. KSFO 
has studios and offices in the Fair 
mount Hotel and is powered with 
5.000 watts daytime and 1,000 watts 
at night Deal was negotiated by 
broker Howard Stark. 


‘Clock’s’ Summer Client 


As Sylvania Checks Off 


Sylvania, which is dropping 
“Beat the Clock” at the end of the 
summer to 
neer” in the same Saturday 7:30 
CBS-TV time slot in the fall, is 
taking a summer hiatus as of next 
weekend, with J. Walter Thompson 
bringing in another client, Pharma- 
Craft, to spell the electronics man- 
ufacturing through the hot days. 
Pharma-Craft, for its deodorant 
and cosmetic products, will con- 
tinue “Beat the Clock” through 
the summer. 

Sept. 15 is slated as the “Clock” 
Swansong date, with Sylvania re- 
turning Sept. 22 with the adven- 
ture vidpixer, 


all, 
bz! 


pick up “The Bucca- | 





THE PASTOR’S STANDBY 


. 


| Pole-Vaulting Champ Taking No 
| Chances On Losing Amateur Status 


Hollywood, June 19. 
To prevent recurrence of an in- 


Bob Richards almost lost his ama- 
teur standing when he appeared 
on Ralph Edward's “This Is Your 
Life,” producer Warren Lewis, who 
| is rolling a biotelefilm of the pole- 
vaulting pastor, has to pay a stand- 
by actor who never appears on the 
screen, 

Rev. Richards plays himself in 
the closing scenes of-the vidpic for 
“DuPont Cavalcade Theatre” which 
he agreed to do primarily as a 
tribute to his mentor, the Rev. 
Merlin Gerber. However, he gets 
no coin for his appearance, a fact 
to which 
davits to the AAU to maintain the 
pastor’s non-pro Classification. Ad- 
iditionally, to placate the Screen 
Actors Guild, the producer was 
required to hire the standby. 

In last vear’s incident on “This 
Is Your Life,” Rev. Richards, a 
candidate for the 1956 U. S. Olym- 
pic stand, was forced to return sev- 
eral gifts, including a new Car, 
rather than jeopardize his ama- 
Pteurisin. 


CBS Radio's ‘Why 
Spoil Good Thing 





-‘Stand-Pat’ Policy 


With business starting to hop all 
over the joint, CBS Radio has de- 
i'termined on a “stand-pat” program 
policy for next fall. There will be 
virtually no changes in the web’s 


schedule, with daytime riding as is | 


except for packages sponsors may 
bring in, and nighttime also un- 
changed except for the decision 
last week to slot Robert Q. Lewis 
in the 8 to 8:30 weeknight strip. 
If there are any changes at all, they 
will be on weekends and will be for 
the most part insignificant. 


Daytime is riding high, and the | 


sanree schedule will hold forth. That 
means Arthur Godfrey at 10 and 
Ait Linkletter at 3 ringing a sched- 
ule that includes Kathy Godfrey at 
11, Howard Miller a maybe at 11:30 
and the soapopera block at 12 to 3. 
Miller has been renewed by Wrig- 
ley’s for another 26 weeks, but 
what happens after that isn’t cer- 
tain. 

Except for the Lewis 
on which the web is very high- 
wanted him long before, but 
CBS-TV daytimer didn’t 
nighttime will be stet, with “Amos 
‘n’ Andy” at 7, Bing Crosby at 
7:30, Ed Murrow at 7:45, Lewis 
at 8. the half-hour shows (‘Talent 
Scouts,” “Suspense,” “FBI in 
Peace & War,” “2ist Precinct,” 
“CBS Radio Workshop”) at 8:30, 
the “My 

(Continued on page 31) 


segment, 
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his 





Dennis James Set As 
‘College Showcase’ Emcee 


Dennis James is set to 
“College Showcase,” a touring col- 
legiate talent tv’er which is being 
packaged and pitched to agencies 
by producers Bob Clarkson and 
Drex Hines. Also set for the show, 


which would hit a different campus | 


each week complete with a 35-man 
company, is Tutti Camarata, 
would conduct the 18-man Com- 
manders, Decca recording crew. 
Clarkson and Hines have already 
|gotten okays from 42 colleges, in- 
‘cluding the big ones like Notre 
Dame and Michigan. Each half- 
hour show would use three mu- 
sical acts out of the school, work- 
‘ing out a semifinal contest ar- 
|rangement and a final show in Car- 
j/negie Hall to determine the win- 
{ners. While much of the action 
from each campus would originate 
‘in the auditorium, plans are also 
to remote the acts from various 
‘parts of the campus—a_ quartet 
singing under an arch or on the 
jsteps of a building, for example. 


Lewis must supply affi- | 


permit— | 


Son Jeep” and “Johnny | 


emcee | 


who | 


Bob Crane’s 406 Bracket 
| In Switch to H’wood 


Bridgeport, June 19. 

| Suecess story for real is drafting 
|of Bob Crane, WICC’s ace deejay, 
| by KNX, Hollywood, as_ replace- 
|ment for Ralph Story, the Coast’s 
| w.k. spieler. 
| Understood Crane, who started 
kiloeycling only six years ago and 


‘has been turn-tabling at WICC for | 


| 


first year in his new 
‘deal effective Aug. 11. 
| Crane is strongly credited with 
much of WICC’'s buildup to top 
| spot in Southern New England. A 
| 24-hour operation, station applied 
jto FCC last week for uppage ot 
/ power to 5,000. 


CBS-TV Pro Grid 
Sets 10 Sponsor 


CBS-TV has set a virtual sellout 
|of its 15-game pro football sched- 
lule next fall via a complex re- 
|gional-participating lineup of no 
iless than 10 sponsors. Schedule 
|starts Sept. 9 with three exhibition 
'games and runs through Dec. 23, 
|with most of the games slated for 
|Sundays but some Saturday after- 
{noon tilts set for after the end of 
}the college season. Lineup includes 


Hollywood 








ithe Green Bay-Detroit Thanksgiv- | 


jing Day fray. 
| Sponsors are American Oil, At- 
lantic Refining, Ballantine’s Beer, 
|Marlboro cigs, Falstaff S3rewing. 
| Standard Oil of Indiana, Speedway 


|Petroleum, Goebel Brewing, Bur- | 


| past two years, will top $40,000 in | 


—$$—$__ 
Soorrrer+ 


+ From the Production Centres 


> aad 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Goddard Lieberson, who was elevated a couple of weeks back }, t} 
presidency of Columbia Records, also named a v.p. and direcio,y 
CBS Inc. ... Al Perlmutter, manager of special projects in the 
& special events department of WRCA-WRCA-TY, will teach a ¢, 
in radio-tv news-special events broadcasting for N. Y. U. in th, 
| with Ken Banghart, Gabe Pressman and Ben Grauer set as gues; 
;turers ... Robert S. Jones moves from CBS Radio’s San France 
| sales office to the Gotham homeoffice as an account exec, with Robert 
I. Price, out of the KCBS sales staff, replacing him in San Francisco 
_... Basil Rathbone set as narrator of “Great American Women,” five. 
|minute transcription series out of RCA Thesaurus . Anne Rosso 
‘assistant to WCBS’ Jack Sterling, will be married July 8 to Arthur 
| Lardner ... Lanny Ross named chairman of the disk jockey committee 
,of the Herald Tribune Fresh Air Fund . . . Nancy Hamburger, \ pc. 
new magazine editor, off to Spain for a month’s vacation. ; 

Cerebral Palsy flacks, Bib Wilson and Sid Lavitt, went whole 
this past month, getting 1,700 radio and tv plugs in 30 days, and {i>);). 
ing up with a plug on the Sunday (17) Ed Sullivan stanza ani yy 
“Esso Reporter” all this week. 

Clayton Shields—she’s been biz manager of ABC radio program (de. 
partment since °52—newly-made assistart biz manager of whole net. 
| work .. . Howard Cosell into WABC 11.15 p.m. “Sports Closeup” stpjp 
(as of Monday (18)... Fran Carlon, Casey Allen guesting on Ray 
| Heatherion’s WOR “Luncheon at Sardi’s” ... WMCA doing new series 
|in co-op with Fund for the Republic—programs excerpt testimony be. 
‘fore the Senate Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights under Sep, 
| Thomas Hennings, and were edited by Al Hamilton for the Fund; stanza 
|runs Mondays at 9:30 p.m... . WHLI ‘L. 1.) cited by Nassau County 
| League of Student Councils for “Teen Town Hall’... Hilda Simms 
_ vacationing, so Sara Lou Harris sieps in WOV’s “Ladies’ Day” unt! 
| Saturday (23)... (Mrs.) Carroll A. Elliott, lately of McCall mag staff. 
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| becomes copy director under Bob Schmid, RKO Teleradio veep in 
| charge of advertising. Arnold Roston joins her as co-director of the 
| department (in charge of art)... Norman Glenn to Young & Rubicam 
as account supervisor in radio-tv department . . . Thomas. F. O'Neil, 
board chairman of RKO Teleradio Pictures and Mutual, has been named 
radio-tv-films chairman of the United Community Campaigns of 
America Dan Peterson, veteran Mutual broadcaster, will debut 
a new show “What’s Your Opinion” Fri. (22) . . . Archibald Foster, 
| v.p. and supervisor on the Brown & Williamson account, elected a mem- 
| ber of the board of Ted Bates, 


| germeister Beer and General Tire | 


|Co. Most of the sponsors have 


bankrolled regional pro football in | 
the past, mainly via DuMont and} 


ABC-TV. ‘This is CBS-TV’s first 
iyear of pro grid telecasting. 

Schedule will comprise pickups 
from 11 cities covering all the 
;}teams in the National Football 
| League. 





Dana Andrews Carries 
Torch for Coin-Box TV 
As Major H’ wood Boon 


Hollywood, June 19. 
Dana Andrews delivered a heart- 





| felt plug for subscription viedo last | 
week on the set of Bryna Produc- 


tion’s “Spring Reunion,” declaring 
| that he would be “delighted” to go 


| into a participation deal for this | 


| medium, In plugging the pay-as- 
|; you-see systems curerntly under 
| FCC consideration, the actor com- 
i}mented, “I believe there 


| tv, by people in the entertainment 
| industry.” 

Coin-box video 
| biggest boon this town has 
| seen.” he went on. “The exhibitors 
|} would suffer, but they’re suffering 
already. However, there would al- 
ways be theatres, even with pay 
tv, and there will always be a num- 
ber of spectacular features for the- 
atrical release. I’d guess that in 
Los Angeles, there would be 15 to 


would be “the 


are for- | 
| tunes to be made quickly in pay | 


ever | 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Bob Paige aired to N. Y. to emcee the kine of ‘‘Holiday at Home.” 
a daytime audience stripper packaged by Frank Cooper for CBS in- 
i spection ... Frank Ralston now heading up ABC-TV’s western division 
film department. Don Van Atta succeeds him as assistant coordinator 
for the network at the Disney studio ...KRCA, KNX and KHJ were 
cited for outstanding support to the civil defense program . Bob 
Hope hos scheduled guest shots on 10 N. Y.-originated tv network pro- 
|grams to strike a blow for his picture, “That Certain Feeling” , 
| KNX’s early bird, Ralph Story, is quitting radio after 17 years for a 
'try at tv. Bob Crane from Bridgeport, Conn. will take the early trick 
. Irving Fein, who gave up his CBS v.p. stripes for the presidency 
lof Jack Benny new tv setup, takes up his new duties in Hollywood 
|next week... Maurie Webster, KNX operations director, doing 
|tary hitch for two weeks Some jokester planted a “bomb” on 


a mili- 


Seymour Klate’s desk at NBC little knowing that he doesn’t scare 
easily. During the last war he was an instructor in booby traps. 


‘ 


IN BOSTON... 


WNAC-TV signed Lever Bros, for big sked of announcements on 
new detergent Whisk this week and kicks off campaign with press 
party in Hotel Statler’s Bay State Room Wednesday (20)... Ruthann 
Faber, asst to Phyl Doherty, director of p.r. and adv, at WNAC-TV, 
planed out for two weeker in Miami... Duncan McDonald, WNAC-TV 
home show personality, launching a “Woman on Wheels” contest with 
|announcer Bill Hahn. The 16 best letters on which are better drivers, 
men or women, get prizes ranging from tubeless tires to handbags... 
SOS scouring pads renewed particip in the 9 o’clock news on WNAC 
and Yankee Network for next 26 weeks . .. Charles Ashley, WEEI 
news ed, started a four-week vacash Sunday (17) with George Richards 
covering his news assignments... Gail Whiting, sec to Joe Culliname, 
new WEEI sales promosh mgr, married Saturday (16) and honeymoons 
| in Me. ... Jerry Bartloff joined WEEI studio engineering staff for 
| the vacash season Larry Homer returns to WEEI to announce 
| morning programs on Sunday (24). Homer left WEEI for N. Y. and 
returned to Hub to start repertory theatre ... Stan Berry will carry 
WEEI’s p.m. sked for eight weeks ... WBZ is airing the Foxboro Hal- 
‘ness Racing with Leo Egan, sports director, broadcasting action from 
| track and presenting interviews with sportsmen during half-hour time 
period. 


|20 large theatres, all making good | 


money. and 
shows.” 
Commenting sadly on his past 
| participation deals in feature pro- 
duction, the thesp observed, “I 


no neighborhood 


|haven’t made the first nickel from | 
Frankly, I | 
| don’t think tke distributor cares if | 
you make a nickel, after he makes | 


lany of my four deals. 


his 30° of the gross.’ 

But in subscription video, 
“statistical analysis show that a 
| picture could make $3,000,000 in 
}one showing. Thus, the producer 
could make his money back in 30 
; davs, instead of 18 months, as now. 
|Of course, he might also find that 
he’s got a failure within 30 days. 

“The tv sets are already sold. It’s 
just a case of attaching a device to 
them.” 

The pie industry should have 
gotten behind Comdr. Eugene F. 
McDonald Jr. when the Zenith top- 
per was batting before the FCC for 
pay video, Andrews declares. “If 
they had, we would have it now,” 
he opined, but quickly disclaimed 
preference for any particular sub- 
scription tv setup, merely for the 
idea itself.” 








Minneapolis — Jack Davies be- 


| comes sports editor of KSTP-plus- ; 
tv here, working under sports di- | 


irector Dick Nesbitt. 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


| Arnold Rabin, director of public affairs for WCAU-TV to conduct 
| workshops (28-29) at the Eighth Annual Philadelphia Regional Writers 
| Conference . . . An eye witness report “Inside Israel” will be aired 
over WRCV (22) in a special 30-minute documentary by John Frasca, 
Phila. Daily News reporter ... Pete Boyle subs on WRCA-TV for vaca 
tioning Alan Scott... Lew Clark, WCAU-TV lenser, elected secreta!y 
of the local Press Photographers Association . .. Bob Collier, WCAU- 
TV personality, preems a five-minute daily segment “Family Man’ . - 
|For the 11th consecutive year WCAU's “All Night Watch” will ove! 
|}nate from Atlantic City’s Steel Pier, emceed by Johnny Lupton 
| Vet radio newscaster John Franklin preemed daily five-minute sessi0! 
| “Newsroom” on WRCV-TV with actual clatter of station’s newsroom 
as background ... John Facenda, WCAU-TV commentator, broadcast 
special newscasts from booth in the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel for dele 
| gates to the Advertising Federation of America convention. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Paul Speegle, San Francisco News radio-tv columnist, made a stroné 
point the other day. He recalled that the birth of a baby had been 
banned from NBC's “Medic,” then noted that a new show, “Frontiers 
of Health,” had bowed onto Frisco’s educational station, KQED, wit! 
a filmed sequence showing—yep, the birth of a baby. Speegle’s ¢0™ 
clusion: “It all depends on what type of station you show it 0. 
Columnist, incidentally, moves over to The Call-Bulletin’s radio-t¥ 
spot in mid-July, with Guy Wright, Scripps-Howard staffer fresh from 
Pittsburgh Press, reported to have the inside track on The News job 
... Tom Tully was in the audience the night Turnabout Theatre's ¢°" 
cessions drawer was looted of $198, but failed to lineup any suspec' 
.. . Ed Seannell’s taking over as new KOVR rep in Los Angeles—s'* 
tion’s also opened an office in Sacramento and has taken on Avery’ 
Knodel for out-of-state sales .. . New KSFO salesman is Myron W agner 
|... Transmitter tube failure knocked KPIX off the air a half-how 


(Continued on page 30) 











+++ 


O the 
Or of 
news 
OUrse 
fall, 
t lee. 
ICISEg 
Obert 
ICISCg 
five. 
LOSSO, 
rthur 
littee 
‘BC's 


; hog 
She 
it on 


n de. 
net. 
Strip 
Ray 
eries 
Vv be- 
Sen, 
lanza 
unty 
imms 
until 
Staff, 
‘D in 
{ the 
yicam 
Neil, 
amed 
iS of 
lebut 
pSter, 
mems- 


ine, 
S in- 
ision 
nator 
were 

Bob 


pros 


ror a 
trick 
lency 
wood 


scare 


fs on 
press 
hann 
-TV, 
C-TV 
with 
ivers, 
pare 
NAC 
V EEI 
hards 
lameé, 
100NS 
{ tor 
yunce 
. and 
carry 
Har- 
from 
time 


nduct 
iter’s 
aired 
rasca, 
vacae 
etary 
CAUs 


orje? 


ssion 
room 
deast 
dele 


trong 
been 
itiers 
with 
con 
on.” 
lio-t 
from 
S job 
cons 
pects 
—star 
very* 
agner 
-hou 





Wednesday, June 20, 1956 


VARIETY 


TELEVISION REVIEWS 


23 





aEE__ 


ADVENTURE THEATRE 

(Thirty Days to Die) 

With Paul Douglas, host; Hubert 
Gregg, Lawrence Marsmith. 
Jenny Laird, others , 

Director: Paul Dixon 

Writer: James Eastwood 

30 Mins., Sat., 10:30 p.m. 

WARNER-LAMBERT, AMERICAN 
TOBACCO (alt.) 

NBC-TV, from Hollywood (film) 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt, BBDO) 

If the rest are like the first half- 
hour, the “Adventure Theatre” se- 
ries isn’t going to keep Saturday 
night at 10:30 in very attractive 
condition for the autumn return of 
“dit Parade” to NBC-TV. The 
artificiality of the premiere (16) 
telefilm nullified any suspense that 
the series is supposed to offer in 
behalf of alternating sponsors, 
Richard Hudnut (Warner-Lambert) 
and Lucky Strike (American To- 
bacco). 

In short, a critic was executed 
for being a critic. James East- 
wood, who did first script stacked 
the cards against the reviewing 
trade. There’s notming wrong with 
criticizing crix, but Eastwood was 
preoccupied by the job, A Lon- 
don reviewer, whom the public ate 
up because he was a fancy man 
with a barb, walked out on the 
third act of a new production, 
predicting to his fellow  aisle- 
sitters that he would write the out- 
come in his column, Because he 
guessed right, the play closed. 
Hence, the irate playwright threat- 
ened to kill the critic in 30 days un- 
less he could predict the method 
of his own murder. In the mean- 
time, he wrote his plan into a play 
for post-mortem production. The 
frightened critic, whose spicy tal- 
ent began dwindling to the con- 
sternation of his publisher (who 
thought a critic’s job is to be nas- 
tily clever) wasn’t up to guessing 
the denouement so he got his 
comeuppance. The author charged 
at him wtih a knife, at which 
oint there was a quick blackout. 

Jhen the kliegs came up again, 
the critic was standing before the 
bar of justice where the British 
judge convicted him of cold- 
blooded, premeditated murder. 
Consolation prize for the author, 
who planned his own death this 
way, was that his poverty-stricken 
wife got a neat bundle of insur- 
ance, 

Eastwood, in one fell swoop, 
thereby cheated English justice, 
the insurance company, and, be- 
cause the plot was so darned con- 
trived, the tv audience. Actually, 
the only presentable evidence 
against the critic was not his hy- 
per-acidic wit but the fact that he 
didn’t go to the police and call this 
muddled affair to a halt immedi- 
ately. Cast was all-English. Tal- 
ents of Hubert Gregg, as the 
destitute playwright Lawrence 
Marsmith, as the critic, and Jenny 
Laird, the playwright’s spouse, 
gave more to the play than their 
roles deserved, 

Paul Douglas might have been 
an interesting man for the job of 
host and narrator had he not been 
made to act as though he had a 
genuine first-hand knowledge of 
this ‘‘true” story. Because it’s not 
probable that any viewer believed 
him. Danziger freres produced the 
telepix for Paramount and MCA 
sold them for networking. Art. 
TAKE FIVE 
With Cedric Adams, others 
Producer; C. D. Miller 
Director: Roger Gardner 
Writer: Adams 
5 Mins.: Mon. thru Fri., 11 a.m. 
GOLD MEDAL FLOUR 
WCCO-TV, Minneapolis 

This is still another new show 
for Cedric Adams, WCCO top per- 
sonality and Minneapolis Star col- 
umnist, wha has some 25 or more 
airlane programs and who’s suffi- 
Clently prominent nationally to 
Tate, an Ed Murrow “Person to 
Person” tv network interview re- 
cently. Because of its content and 


Adams’ magnetic and _ friendly 
manner this briefie’s success seems 
assured and its sponsor should 
profit accordingly. 4 

In the midst of their duties, 


“Take Five” should provide house- 
Wives with a short, welcome tv 
break. It resolves itself into a 
little and informal Adams’ gab ses- 
Slon that’s productive of good do- 
Mestic tips and other interesting 
as well as some unusual informa- 
tion culled by Adams and his staff. 
Properly, as befits the occasion, 
he suave, smooth spieler directs 
his remarks from behind a kitchen 
table. His perfect diction and deep, 
mellow voice enhance the value 6f 
Such nifties as “women who wear 
polka dot dresses have been found 
to be the happiest” and instruc- 
tions on good ways to tighten ab- 
dominal muscles and to attain 
sleep, 
_An attractive young woman as- 
Sists Adams with the skilfully in- 
terwoven commercials and the pair 
also illustrate such things as how 


to make a superior beef gravy. A| Wear both hats well; he seemed ill | py wedd 


few 
1€ news and the weather. Rees. 





|order if 





JAYE P. MORGAN SHOW 
With The Morgan Bros, 
Producer: Lyn Duddy 
Director; Kevin Joe Johnson 
15 Mins., Wed., Fri., 7:30 p.m, 
NBC-TV, from New York 

The Victor recording company 
apparently has a solid thold on 
NBC-TV’s 7:30 p.m. time slot Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays. During the 
regular programming season, the 
spot belongs to Eddie Fisher, one 
of Victor’s top ranking etchers, and 
now for the 1l-week summer span, 
its been turned over to Jaye P. 
Morgan, one of the big femme 
guns in the diskery’s stable. 

Tieup is a natural for Victor 
plugs of Miss Morgan's releases, 
but the diskery didn’t come up for 
any on the kickoff show Wednes- 
day (13). Instead, the thrush 
worked over ‘“‘Too Close For Com- 
fort,” which Teddi King waxed for 
the label, and she reprised a med- 
ley of her previous. disclicks 
“That’s «All I Want From You,” 
“Danger Heartbreak Ahead” and 
“The Longest Walk.” She'll prob- 
ably get to her current diskings on 
upcoming shows but the choice of 
“Too Close For Comfort” was es- 
pecially unusual since she gave it 
a tv showcasing on the Paul Win- 
chell Show (replacing Arthur God- 
frey) on CBS-TV only a few weeks 
ago. 

However, it’s a pleasant, bright- 
ly paced quarter-hour that makes 
for easy viewing. Miss Morgan has 
a likeable video presence and an 
okay way with a pop song. She 
works well solo and with her four 
brothers. The freres did fine on 
their own, too, with a breezy han- 
dling of “Standing On The Cor- 
ner.” 

Lyn Duddy has put the whole 
thing together in a casual, unpre- 
tentious manner but with the ac- 
cent on good taste. Gros, 


CBS CARTOON THEATRE 
With Dick Van Dyke 
Producer: Michel M. Grilikhes 
Director: Howard T. Maywood 
Writer: Bill Gammie 

30 Mins., Wed., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBS-TV (film) 

With Walt Disney obviously still 
a problem to CBS on Wednesday 
nights, Columbia decided on a try 
at fighting fire with fire. Having 
acquired 1,100 of Paul Terry’s car- 
toons in its purchase of Terry- 
toons, Inc. last fall, the network 
decided to collect them into half- 
hour form with Dick Van Dyke, ex 
of the ex-‘‘Morning” show, as host 
and integrator. 

Show, tabbed the “CBS Cartoon 
Theatre,” was installed last week 
with the hope that it might latch 
onto a sponsor and become a reg- 
ular entry for the fall, thus reliev- 
ing the CBS program and sale boys 
of a major headache (‘Brave 
Eagle” ran in the same time slot 
all last season as a sustainer). Well, 
the program boys and salesmen 


will just have to take another 
Bromo—‘“Cartoon Theatre” just 
doesn’t have it. 

First off, the cartoons them- 


‘selves weren’t particularly good— 


certainly not Terry’s best. Of the 
four, one was okay—the “Heckle 
& Jeckle” a weakie, the Dinky 
Duck” a bore and the “Gandy 
Goose” rather dull. Not a very 
good selection, even if Terry’s 
“Mighty Mouse” character can’t be 
used because it’s the basis of an- 
other CBS show. 

But even assuming that there’s 
better fare available in the huge 
library, the show’s troubles aren’t 
over by a long shot. Van Dyke in- 
tegrates the sequences in an un- 


| usual manner—but it doesn’t come 
| off. 
| Set, and converses with the animat- | 
= characters as they appear on 
| the 
|and the business are strained; Dyke | 
|looks and feels uncomfortable and 


He’s filmed in front of a tv 


screen. But both the dialog 


rather silly. So it boils down to a 


| question not only of content but of 


format, with an entire revamp in 
“Cartoon Theatre” is to 
make it through the summer, let 
alone into the fall. Chan, 





OSCAR LEVANT’S WORDS 


ABOUT 
With 


MUSIC 


Oscar Levant, Eva Gabor, 


Elena Verdugo, Janet Lake, Dia- | 


hann Carroll, Sonny Burke, Da- 
vid Raksin, Andy Razaf, Baxter 
Ward, Page Cavanaugh Trio. 
Producer: Al Burton 
Director: Luther Newby 
60 Mins., Sat. 11 p.m. 
AL TERRANCE CARPET CO. 
KCOP, Hollywood 
Oscar Levant, whose retirement 
from tv—three weeks—is_ the 
shortest on record, returned with 
a revised format and on another 
channel, and the net result was an 
impression he should have let well 
enough alone. When “words” was 
on KNXT, Levant was one of the 





|panelists and Frank DeVol was 


moderator; now DeVol is gone and 
Levant is moderator. Levant didn’t 





|tonight (Wednesday 
|Todman package has taken on the 
|aspects of a hardy perennial among 
ithe quizzers. 


} session 
| Nebraska * (“I 





THE ROAD TO HOLLYWOOD 

(The Sunday Spectacular) 

With Bob Hope, Steve Allen, Betty 
Grable, Jane Russell, George 
Sanders, Marilyn Maxwell, Dor- 
othy Tamour, Jerry Mather, Les 
Brown Orch, others 

Producer: Jack Hope 

Director: Jack Shea 

Writers; Lester White, John Rapp, 
Mort Lachman, Bill Larkin, 
Jerry Marx 

90 Mins., Sun. (17), 7:30 p.m. 

U. S. RUBBER, U. S. SAVING & 
LOAN ASSN., MAYBELLINE, 
SKOL 

(Fletcher D. Richards, McCann- 

Erickson, Gordon Best, J. Walter 

Thompson) 

Leave it to Bob Hope to show 
‘em how to plug a picture. Grant- 
ed the outrageousness of giving 
anybody 90 minutes of top free 
time, it must be said that Hope 
made the most of it in an enter- 
taining way. Pic is “That Certain 
Feeling,” the screen version of the 
“King of Hearts” legiter, and Hope 
actomplished more by omission 
than he did by the insertion of 
actual plugs. Scenes of fluffs cut 
out of the picture and sketches of 
scenes that Hope “wanted” in the 
film but “were thrown out” con- 
tributed to that ‘‘want-to-see” that 
those film people are always talk- 
ing about and kept the show mov- 
ing at a fast and uncluttered pace. 


This was something of a Hope’s- 
movie-career segment, what with 
some four ex-leading ladies on 
hand to share in the general 
shenanigans and to wind things 
with a solid Sammy Cahn special 
production number at the end. 
Foursome, Betty Grable, Marilyn 
Maxwell, Dorothy Lamour and 
Jane Russell, all did individual 
stints with varying success, these 
comprising sketches and_ songs, 
Large contingent of guests also in- 
cluded George Sanders, who also 
stars in the pic and who contrib- 
uted neatly to some skits; Jerry 
Mather, the youngster in the film, 
and Kelly, Nora, Tony and Linda 
Hope, all of whom appear with pop 
in the pic. 

Steve Allen, who planed out to 
emcee and plug his new Sunday 
show, did a fine, crisp job at the 
helm, which seems to prove, via 


llen’s experi y ese Sun-| : ; “ 
Allen’s experience on these Sun la flock of songs, including “Deed | 


|I Do,” “Graduation Day,” “It Was 


day spec outings, that he’s fine as 
an emcee with an opportunity to 
throw in a few barbs and off-the- 
cuff caustiatsms, but less success- 
ful when he tries to complete rou- 
tine as in the past. Filmwise, show 
featured a Bing Crosby-Lamour- 
Hope song-and-dance sequence 
filmed for “The Road to Bali” but 
never used. It wasn’t difficult to 
see why. Other film clips included 
the fluffolas from “Feeling” and a 
clip that did make the film, a fine 
musical sequence with Hope and 
Eva Marie Saint. 

All in all, it was an above-par 
Hope outing—his team of five 


writers supplied some sharp lines | 
If NBC is} 


and business for him. 
willing to give away 90 minutes of 
prime time for a plug, and audi- 
ences are willing to take it with 
the palatable grain of sugar it was 
mixed with, more power to Hope. 
Chan, 








| bankrollers 


Victor Borge as 1-Man Show Biz 


Phenom Takes a 





PATTI PAGE SHOW 

With Eddy Arnold, Jean Carroll, 
Jan August, Richard Hayman, 
Wazzan Troupe, Mr. Ballantine, 
The Spellbinders 

Producer: Norman Frank 

Director; Grey Lockwood 


Writers: Bob Corcoran, James 
Shelton 

60 Mins.; Sat., 8 p.m, 

Participating 


NBC-TV, from N.Y. 


The “Perry Como Show,” which 
exited for a summer vacation, has 
been left in good hands in the 
person of Patti Page who’s mind- 
ing the store for the next four 
weeks, to be followed by such cus- 
todians as Julius LaRosa and Tony 
Bennett. The continuity for the 
pop diskophile set who go for 
Como is fully established in this 


lineup and judging from the open- 
ing show, the summer series will 
operate on a big production nut. 

Miss Page is not only a very 
easy-to-take vocalist, both on pipes 
and looks, but she also. has con- 
siderable savvy with the chatter. 
Her manner is convincingly casual, 
much like Como’s own relaxed 
style, and her introes to her own 
songs and the guest performers 
added an easy charm to the stanza. 

There was a solid lineup of 
names on her opening show (16), 
adding up to an excellent variety 
layout. Jean Carroll, with her 
monolog comedics, turned in a sock 
routine about her weakness for the 
horses. It was a straight nitery bit 
effectively transposed to tv. Mr. 
Ballantine, the trustrated magico, 
was another highlight of the show 
with his yock-loaded blend of fiz- 


zled tricks and chatter. The Wazzan | 


Troupe, a large crew of male acro- 
bats, was an okay vaude turn. 
Musically, Miss Page was tops on 


the Strangest Romance,” “April In 
Paris,” and others. Eddy Arnold, 
who is at least one folk singer who 
is not patterning himself after 
Elvis Presley, vocalled a couple of 
tunes in a refreshingly wholesome 
style, also dueting with Miss Page 
on “Nobody’s Darling But Mine.” 

Guest lineup was completed by 


| Jan August who whipped up some 


fancy keyboard arpeggios and 
Richard Hayman, the harmonica 
virtuoso. Their duo on “Moritat” 
was tops. 


Script for the show was tied to- 
gether by a “do-it-yourself” peg, 
but fortunately did not intrude too 
much even when it strained a bit 
too hard. Although three different 
were represented on 
the opening show, plugs did not 
get out of hand either in number 
or duration. Herm. 
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I’ve Got a Secret 
With “I’ve Got a Secret” observ- 
ing its fourth birthday on CBS-TV 
, the Goodson- 


The accent, much as 
it was on the inaugural, is still on 
the laugh content as demonstrated 
by the levity generated in last 
week’s (13) installment. 

Guesters with secrets at that 
were a gentleman from 
have the world’s 
expansion”), a lady 


largest chest 


from Connecticut (‘I served the 
panel Jayne . Meadows’ wedding | 
|cake’’) and Zip, a chimpanzee who 
wielded a paint brush with ludi- 
crous results. Emcee Garry Moore, 
in measuring up to the occasion, 
deftly guided both the guests and 
panelists Miss Meadows, Faye} 
Emerson, : Bill Cullen and Henry 
| Morgan through the familiar for- | 


mat. 


In introing the chesty Nebraskan, | 
Moore hinted to the panelists, ‘‘it’s | 


something he can do with what he 
has.” To which Miss Meadows 
immediately asked, ‘could I as- 


sume a woman would be better at | 
in hand, | 


ii?” With tape measure 
Moore picked it up from there and 


verified the vital statistics of not | 


only the guest but the measure- 
ments of the male panelists 
well. It was intimated that Mlles. 
Meadows and Emerson could have 
trimmed all comers in that respect 
but Moore didn’t press the point. 

More yocks arose from Miss 
Meadows’ 


confusion among the blindfolded 








as | 


inability to identify her | 
! “ b : ing cake while Zip, the 
minutes also are devoted to, at ease and, what’s more impor-| chimp, caused some understandable 
(Continued on page 36) 





panel as he plied his paint brush 
This, however, was somewhat over- 
done and reached slapstick propor- 
tions. But on the whole, this edi- 
tion of “Secret” added up to a 
half-hour of amusement for view- 
ers in search of something light on 
a hot evening. Franklin Heller’s 
direction was breezy and a filmed 


plug for Winston cigaret failed to 





interrupt the frolicsome atmos- 
| phere, Gilb. 
Crossroads 
“Crossroads” sometimes has 
only a slender thread of faith to 
sustain its category of tales of the 
ministry. Upon occasion, the serie 
goes somewhat afield into the 
realm of adventure’ with ) 
|enough ecclesiastics to maintain 
the franchise 
The yarn of June 15 on ABC-TY\ 
“The Singing Preacher,” was large- 
ly an adventure yarn in the nor- 
mal sense, Central figure is Dick 
Foran, an Episcopalian preacher 
assigned to the waterfront, who 


does much of his 
song. He feels that faith translat- 
ed into music can reach further 
than a doctor can. This theory is 
then put to use at the behest of a 
parishioner whose beau has been 
mugged and: is in a coma, unre- 
sponsive to medical ministrations. 
Foran finally hits a tune that 


evokes a response, and then the, 


story is spent in affecting a recon- 


ciliation between the femme pPar-| 


ishioner and her father, a water- 
front boss. whom she feels ordered 
the slugging. 
This episode is a good adventure 
(Continued on page 36) 





preaching via} 


| aspects of the situation. 





TV Spec in Stride 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


That Victor Borge one-man 
show biz wizardry which set a 
Broadway (and subsequent road 
tour) precedent at the b.o. carries 
over into tv with equally sock im- 
pact. Though no stranger to the 
video spectrum, having held forth 
on occasion on Ed Sullivan’s Sun- 
day stanza with his unpredictable 
mimicry and musicology, Borge’s 
one-man full-hour “spec” perform- 
ance Thursday night (14) via 
coast-to-coast CBS-TV_ auspices 
(under his two-show $200,000 net- 
work contract) earns a “first time” 
footnote in tv annals. If there 
were any doubts as to Borge’s show- 
manship, last Thursday’s perform- 
ance was the @Cispelling clincher, 
As a performer aiid personality, 
the guy is as unique as he is re- 
freshing. 

Actually Borge was reprising for 
the most part the long familiar 
trademarked *material used during 
his two-season Broadway run, but 
with a sureness, a deftness and a 
polish that accentuated anew all 
the distinctive, funny qualities and 
keyboard virtuosity. With only a 
piano and bench as his props (save 
for the highly comical sequence of 
the three stagehands taking a bow 
and the use of a 43-man full-bod- 
ied orch to background his serious 


VICTOR BORGE’S COMEDY IN 
MUSIC 

With Jimmy Carroll orch 

Producer: Jerome Shaw 

Director: Mel Ferber 

69 Mins., Thurs. (14) 10 p.m, 

SHULTON, INC. 

CBS-TV, from New York 
(Wesley Associates) 


—— ——e 








excursion into 88’ing with a med- 
ley of the more familiar Tschai- 
kowsky tunes, Borge’s 60-minute 


| video version of his ‘“‘Comedy In 
| Music” 


concert to a 
romp. 


For the conversion to tv, produ- 


added up 
merry 


iecer Jerome Shaw and_ director 
Mel Ferber wisely played it as a 
theatrical attraction with an on- 
camera audience, etec., yet always 
mindful of the intimate closeup 
treatment for the at-home audi- 
ence. Thus nothing escaped the 
viewer; all the nonsensical nice- 
ties, the grimaces, the pianistic 


comicalities, the puckish byplays, 
the expert timing and the explo- 
sive footwork—all of which Borge 
has now perfected to a science— 
came off as a “front row center” 


| attraction for the living room. 


Borge once again demonstrated 
that he’s a comic with class. His 
keyboard spoofing of the masters, 
with its accompanying commen- 
tary (ranging from the gentle to 
the explosive), whether a Haydn or 
a Debussy, is warm primarily be- 
cause Borge never deprecates the 
music. It’s Borge as a personality 
who wins an audience; his relaxed 
delivery and his quiet and charm- 
ing mood, 


It’s debatable whether Borge’s 
use of the full orchestral crew for 
the serious interlude was a wise 
move, Actually there was a pom- 
posity about the fading in and out 
of the cameras and annoying busi- 
ness with the lights that ‘gave the 
show its only jarring and discord- 
ant note. But when it was all 
Borge, as it was 80% of the time, 
it was just about tops in enter- 


tainment. 


POLITICAL CARTOONS 
With Dr. Hans Sperber, Dr. Travis 

Trittschuh, Karin Sperber 
Producer-Director: Bob Fuzy 
Four Half-hours, Thursdays (14) at 

8 p.m. 

VOSU-TV, Columbus 

Dt Han Sperber I 
emeritus in the Ohio State German 
Department, is narrator of this new 
program on the University’s edu- 
cational tv station. He has made an 
exhaustive study of the growth of 
the political cartoon in the U.S. 
and is imparting some of his find- 
ings through the show. 

Dr. Sperber’s heavy accent, how- 
ever, makes his delivery labored 
and slows down the pact of the 
show which is quite heavy already 
by nature of its content. The viewer 


prot or 


'may get the impression that there 


is an awful lot to be said on the 
subject but that it isn’t all going 
to get across. 

Dr. Sperber is being assisted by 
his daughter, Karin, an undergrad- 
uate at OSU. and by Dr. Tritt- 
schuh, a post-doctoral fellow in the 
German Department. 

Last week’s installment was en- 
titled “The Pclitical Zoo” and 
delved into the animal character- 
izations in U.S. political cartoons. 
The program also touched on local 
Conn, 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur- 
ean on a monthly basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top- 
rated film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. 
All ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors. agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 


show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time—day and 








time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor. 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre. 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s: 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical: 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports: (W), western; (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sia. 
tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national sponsor for whom the film is aired. 





TOP 10 PROGRAMS 
AND TYPE 


DAY AND 


STATION DISTRIB. TIME 


MAY SHARE SETS IN 
RATING (%) USE 


TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 


PROGRAM STA. RATING 





NEW YORK Approx. Set Count—4,525.000 


re WCBS (2), WRCA (4), WABD (5), WABC (7). 
SMattons—wOR (9), WPIX (11). WATV (13) 





. Highway Patrol (Adv)........WRCA..........Ziv Mon. 7:00-7:30 


. Death Valley Days (W) WRCA McCann-Erickson Wed. 7:00-7:3 


. Guy Lombardo (Mus)... WRCA Thurs. 7:00-7:30 
. D. Fairbanks Presents (Dr) , + Son 
. Highway Patrol (Adv) WPIX 


. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv). WRCA 


Mon. 10:30-11:00 
Wed. 9:30-10:00 
Fri. 7:00-7:30 

. Superman (Ady) WRCA Mon. 6:00-6:30 
. Waterfront (Adv)... 


WABD MCA.. Tues. 7:30-8:00 
. Great Gildersleeve (Co) 7 


WRCA N Tues. 7:00-7:30 


10. Looney Tunes (Ch) WABD 


10. Amos ’n’ Andy (Co) WCBS... Sat. 6:30-7:00 


Mon.-Sat. 6:30-7:00 


. 32.8 | Early Show; Rain or Shine... WCBS 
CBS News WCBS 
35.4 E. Show; Rain or Shine..... WCBS 
CBS News WCBS 
.. 26.5 | E. Show; Rain or Shine..... WCBS 
CBS News WCBS 
53.6 | Studio One .. WCBS ... 
69.5 | Kraft TV Theatre eS rr | 
. 26.1 | E. Show; Rain or Shine WCBS . 
CBS News 
Clubhouse Gang 
a 
Name That Tune 
E. Show; Rain or Shine 
CBS News 
Early Show (M-F).... 
Amos ‘n’ Andy (Sat.) 
| Looney Tunes 


WCBS 
WCBS .... 
. WABD 





CHICAGO Approx. Set Count—2,900.000 


Stations—WBBM (2), WNBQ (5), WBKB (7), WGN (9) 





. Secret Journal (Myst) WNBQ 
. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv). WNBQ 
. Annie Oakley (W) . WBBM 
. Great Gildersleeve (Co) WNBQ 
. Badge 714 (Myst) ..... WGN 

. Studio 57 (Dr) 


. Sat. 10:00-10:30 
Sat. 10:30-11:00 
Sat. 5:30-6:00 
Mon, 9:30-10:00 
Tues. 8:00-8:30 


Sat. 5:00-5:30 

Thurs. 9:00-9:30 

Wed. 9:30-10:00 
. Fri, 9:30-10:00 


. Superman (Adv).. 
. Highway Patrol (Adv) 
. Liberace (Mus)... 
. City Detective (Myst) 


. WBKB Flamingo....... 
WBKB ee A | 

; WE) sae eek ces ee 
. oo) ee MCA 


Pee Wee King 
Pee Wee King 
Prairie Ramblers 
Studio One 
Fireside Theatre WNBQ 
| Weatherman eer 
Feature Film............WGN 
Saturday Matinee WBBM 
Lux Video Theatre WNBQ 
20th Century Fox.. .. WBBM 
Person to Person . WBBM 


WE ticoass OF 
WORE vcvece VE 
WBKB 
WBBM 





LOS ANGELES Approx. Set Count—2,313,000 


“ KNXT (2), KRCA (4). KTLA (5), KABC 
Stations— yy (9), KTTV (11), KCOP (13) 





. Life With Father (Co)... 
. Confidential File (Doc) 
- Life of Riley (Co) 

. Highway Patrol (Adv) 

. Buffalo Bill Jr. (W) 


“eegses eee stoernee 


. I Search for Adventure (Ady). KCOP Bagnall. 


a hy if 
KTTV 


. My Little Margie (Co).... 
. I Led 3 Lives (Dr)..... 
9. San Francisco Beat (Dr) ... 
10. Death Valley Days (W) 
10. Badge 714 (Myst)... 
10. Susie (Co) 


Official......... Mon. 7:30-8:00 
sat. 8:30-9:00 

many Sat. 9:30-10:00 
KRCA..,....... MeCann-Erickson Sat. 7:00-7:30 
mY Sat. 7:30-8:00 
ky oo TPA ...cv005<00. BSE. 8008590 


Cavalcade of Sports . 
A. Hitchcock Presents...... 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts..... KNXT 
I Love Lucy.. 
Stories of the Century 
CBS News. 
Studio 57 
Lone Ranger 
Studio One 
Perry Como.. 
Jimmy Durante 
Superman . 
Big Surprise 
Perry Como... 








CLEVELAND Approx. Set Count—1,900,000 


Stations—KYW (3), WEWS (5), WJW (8) 





. Highway Patrol (Ady) 
. Range Rider (W) 

. Annie Oakley (W) at. 6:30-7:00 

. Secret Journal (Myst)..... na Fri. 9:00-9:30 

. Man Behind the Badge (Myst). KYW........... oe eee Wed. 10:30-11:00 
. Badge 714 (Myst)..... Pas Fri. 7:00-7:30 

. 6 O'Clock Adventure (Adv) Wed. 6:00-6:30 


Tues. 10:30-11:00 
Sun. 7:00-7:30 


. My Little Margie (Co) 


... Official 
. Mr. District Attorney (Myst) i 


Mon. 7:00-7:30 
WEWS Ziv 


Thurs. 7:30-8:00 
. Fellow That Man (Myst) 


WEWS ee MCA Fri. 10:30-11:00 


Big Town 

It’s a Great Life 

Dinner Theatre 

Big Story.... 

20th Century-Fox 

Susie piers 

Looney Tunes..... 
Sports; Cleve. Today 

Western Detective sooo We 

Sgt. Preston of Yukon WIw 
News Caravan 

Person to Person 








ATLANTA Approx. Set Count—565,000 


Stations—WSB (2), WAGA (5), WLW-A (11) 





1. Annie Oakley (W).. oe SS ee | . Mon, 6:00-6:30 
Jungle Jim (Advy)..... wee SS! See Screen Gems... 
. Man Behind the Badge (Myst). WSB 


. Buffalo Bill Jr. (W) WW. oc cts cs: CBS 


Mon. 6:30-7:00 
Sun. 2:30-3:00 
Wed. 6:00-6:30 


. Seience Fiction Theatre (Adv) WAGA........ 
Confidential File (Doe). 


Tues. 9:30-10:00 
Sat. 10:30-11:00 
Fri. 10:00-10:30 
.. Sat. 11:00-11:30 
Thurs. 6:00-6:30 


Highway Patre! (Ady) 
City Detective (Myst)....... 
Wild Bill Hickok (W).... 


Kit Carsen (W) Tues. 6:00-6:30 


Statesman Quartet. 
CBS News 
Robin Hood 


News 
News; 
sr 
Overseas Adventure 
Truth or Consequences 
Wrestling Champions of '586. WLW-A 
News 
News; Weather........- 
News 


14.2. cccees .- 24.4 
ae Seer .. 37.0 
.»- 19.9 
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LANDAU SPINS A FILM WEB 


“Today's Offbeat Tomorrow's Cliche 


Hollywood, June 19. 


“There’s the danger that the ‘offbeat’ of today becomes the cliche 
of tomorrow, but where do you go from there?” expounds Charles 


Marquis Warren, producer of the 


CBS-TV “Gunsmoke” series and 


producer-writer-director of net’s upcoming “Cavalry Patrol” series. 
No cycle can last longer than four or five years, because “the 
audience can stand so much, then the cycle becomes a cliche,” 


he notes. But Warren remains a 


strong exponent of the offbeat, 


feeling that it holds interest so long as the audience doesn't know 
now the story will come out. “Tv is a monster, but it has devoured 


the formula plots and cliche dramas.” 


he contends. 


This is good for the writer, because “ftormula-made series are 
finding it harder and harder to hit on tv, simply because of the 


intensive week-to-week exposure of material. 


If an audience can 


predict What will happen after the first five minutes of a show— 


you're in trouble, 


And that’s precisely what happens when you 


make a series dependent on cliche plots.” 


“The question now isn’t whether 


a revolt against formula stories 


will take place, but how long before it is completely accepted,” 


Warren declares, 
Hollywood writers who complain 
“They can bring those offbeat 


This offers the greatest opportunity ever to 


about ritualistic plotting. 
scripts out of that dusty trunk 


because the offbeat is going to be the accepted thing within the 


next few years,” the writer-produ 


cer-director feels. 





—_ 








NTA’s New Operational Role in Tie 
With Cantor, Fitzgerald Financing 


Generally overlooked in the deal + 
whereby the Coast financing house | 
of Cantor, Fitzgerald & Co. has 
taken options to buy out Republic | 
Pictures is the role National Tele- 
film Associates would take in such 
a transaction. Cantor, Fitzgerald | 
is deeply involved in NTA’s setup, } 
operating (1) as a source of financ- | 
ing for NTA’s feature film acquisi- | 
tions, (2) representing a large and | 
important group of NTA stockhold- | 
ers and (3) acting as NTA’s ac- 
countants. 

It's reported, though not verified, 
that if the Cantor, Fitzgerald deal 
should go through, NTA would be 
brought into the new management 
in three spheres. For one thing, it 
would take over the television dis- 
tribution of Republic’s backlog, | 
currently handled by Rep’s Holly- | 
wood Television Service  subsid. | 
HTS currently has about 350 Re- 
public oldies in circulation, but 
there are said to be approximately | 
250 still in the vaults, among them | 
the studio’s bigger grossers. 

\ second area would be in use of | 


Rep's Consolidated Film Labs. | 
What with NTA’s stockpiling of | 
feature film acquisitions of the past 
few months, plus the strong possi- 
bility NTA swinging a deal for 


Metro's 980 pictures, NTA is going 
to need a lot of lab work, with Con- 
Continued on page 28) 








SG’s ‘Johnny Fletcher’ 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Rights to Frank Gruber’s ‘“John- 
ny Fletcher” storles has been ac- 
Ingo Preminger, and 
SG is prepping a pilot. 

Gruber wrote 13 novels around 
the “Fletcher” character some 
years ago, which sold over 22.000.- 


| 000 copies throughout the world. 





TA Cries Raid 


As IBEW Enters 


Telepix Filming: 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Amidst cries of “raid’’ from the 
IATSE, the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers entered 
the telepix filming field last week, 
with start of shooting on “Kingdom 
of the Seas” series with an IBEW 
lensing crew. Thus, the electrical 
workers, who have long 
jurisdiction over technical produc- 
tion of vidpix, joined National 


| Assn. of Broadcast Employes and 


NTA's $242618 
9_Month Profit 


‘ational Telefilm Associates 

ntinues to show profitable oper- 
auions, with the firm reporting a 
het of $97,567 for the third quar- 
ending April 30. Net, the 
highest quarterly profit yet for the 


\ 


ter 


Company, raises its nine-month 
Net to $242,618, equal to 37c a 
common share, compared with a 
Gefiicit for all of the 1955 fiscal 
year 

Latest figures don’t include bill- | 
iss from NTA’s 20th-Fox pack- 
age of 52 features or from the} 
Lt P 


\ramount cartoons and short 
‘Udjects. However, the company’s 
_-N-T” package, which includes 
'@ 10 David O. Selznick features, 
Included in the billings. On the 


»asis of these and other product, 
‘}\'s total exhibition contracts 
written in the nine months have | 
san fo a record $3,560,898, or 
».. © Over the gross volume for the 


v0 tiscal year. | 
a NEA’ deferred film rental in- | 
—— tose $415,000 in the quarter | 
* nine-month level of $1,663,762. | 
pared with $562,835 at the end 


: the °55 fiscal year. Deferred | 
Se rental income is a bookkeep- | 


~ Procedure under which NTA 


a C “J re + ° ® 
i 25° of its distributor's 
Share 


of all contracts to income 
the contracts are written 
ae remaining 75° of its} 
"Dutor"s share prorated over | 
te of the contract on a 
thly basis. 


When 
With 
dis 

te term 
non 


| Champion,” 


Technicians in challenging the 
IA’s traditional claims to film pro- 
duction chores. 

(For the past few years, NABET 
film crafts groups have held scat- 
tered contracts in the field.) 

Leo Phillips, acting biz manager 
of Local 45, Broadcast-Recording 
Engineers, laid out the IBEW’s 
claims to jurisdiction by emphasiz- 


'ing the dividing point of whether 


the film is intended for video or 
theatre screens. If pix are being 


| prepped for tele screens, the IBEW 


considers this a form of recording 
(Continued on page 34) 





KRAMER PIX SET FOR 


‘MILLION $ MOVIE’ 


That ‘\WOR-TV, N. Y., remains 
active in the feature film market 
for its “Million Dollar Movie” pro- 
grammer despite its backlog, was 
pointed up this week by the Atlan- 
tic Television Corp. deal. Under 
the deal, WOR-TV acquired two 
Stanley Kramer productions ‘The 
and ‘Home of the 
Brave,” 
features. 

At the same time, it was reported 
that the General Teleradio New 


York flagship plans another feature | 


film show this fall, in addition to 
“Million Dollar Movie.” 

The deal, engotiated by WOR-TV 
topper Gordon Gray and David 
Bader, Atlantic sales manager, 


calls for exclusive showings of the | 


films for three years in the New 
York market. Other titles in the 
package include “Too Late for 
Tears,” “Sleeping Tiger,” “Johny 
Holiday” and “The Master Plan.” 


HITS MONOPL 








Washington, June 19. 


National Telefilm Associates, 


| Which has been turning the tele- 


film business topsy-turvy by a 
number of freewheeling deals for 
top feature product, is now reads 





' 


Interstate 


| morning, 
i tion 


a film network. NTA prez Ely | 
Landau, testifying today (Tues.) 
before the Senate Committee on. 


& Foreign 
Senators that as of this 
NTA had signed affilia- 
agreements with — stations 
across the country, with 
tions “entirely on films at the out- 


told the 


| set” scheduled to begin on Oct. 1. 


|a wholly-owned 


; network 


New film network, which will be 
NTA subsidiary, 
will be called the NTA Film Net- 


work and was characterized by 
Landau as “the fourth operating 


in the country.” While 


ithe network isn’t slated to go into 


| operation 


before Oct. 1, Landau 


| said it is already feeding programs 


to 16 of its affiliates ‘‘and it is 


| Stepping up its service as fast as 


| possible.”’ 


Fact that NTA has been trving 


to try its hand at the creation of | 


Commerce, | 


opera- | 








Curb on U.S. Vidpix 


London, June 19. 

Associated-Rediffusion, which 
operates weekday commercial 
tv in London, has decided to 
cut down on the number of 
film series imported from 
America in a new drive to en- 
courage an inflow of more 
scripts from writers in the 
home country. 

Blueprints for the future in- 
clude plans to present live 
dramas in preference to pre- 
|} filmed programs with a result- 
{ ant reduction of costs by 25°%o. 





Sez Telefilmers 


Should Subsidize 


|; to assemble a film network has | 
| been an open secret in the trade! Hollywood, June 19 
for months, ever since Landau There is a good deal of madness 


quired by Screen Gems, in a deal | 
agented by 


brought Ray Nelson over from the 
Television Bureau of Advertising 
to get the project rolling. But 


while the existence of the web has | 


been known, its operating details 
have been kept under wraps, and 
Landau didn’t go into specifics in 
his direct testimonv. However, 
it’s understood to operate on the 


| time-for-programs principle, under 


claimed | 


in addition to four other | 


which NTA feeds its affiliates pro- 
grams in return for & specified 
number of weekly hours to be put 
at the disposal of NTA for sale to 
national advertisers. 

Landau, however, said the film 
network is ‘not the cure-all for the 
{tv industry,” and in a strong de- 
| fense of networking, attributed all 
| the present 
industry 
fault.” 

“It is a monopoly born of 
scarcity, a monopoly sired, fos- 
tered and perpetuated by the FCC, 
the only agency authorized by law 


to a “monopoly by de- 


to rectify the situation of its own | 


i creation. It is a monopoly brought 
into being by an inert hand at the 


throat of broadcasting, | stifling 
|competition, the only force that 
{can truly supply the checks and 
| balances that would offset the 


powers awarded by default to the 
monopolists of the industry.” 
Landau stated that monopoly 
does exist—a monopoly of  net- 
works over programming and a 
monopoly of stations in the one- 
and two-station markets. But these 
{monopoly situations he laié at the 
door of the FCC as stemming from 


scarcity of stations and _  conse- 
quently of networks Networks 
also “dominate and control and 


(dictate the programming and dis- 
position” of the “golden hours” of 
(Continued on page 44) 


STERLING CORNERS 
| FISTICUFF TV PIX 


The acquisition of the “Greatest 





Fights of the Century” and 
“World’s Greatest Fighters in Ac- 
tion” by Sterling Television was 
announced by Bernice Co., sales 
manager, in N. Y. 

The buy-out from Great Fights, 
Inc., and Radio and Television 
Packages was said to make Ster- 
ling the leading distributors of 


famous fight films for tv. 


Sterling, at the same time, an- 
nounced the purchase of “I’m the 
Law,” a 26 half-hour series, for- 
merly an MCA property, “The 
Ballet de Paris,” ‘Crusade in the 
Pacific,” and ‘‘American Wit and 
Humor,” all formerly owned by 
;MCA. Sterling also has purchased 
the quarter-hour series ‘Public 
,Prosecutor” from Consolidated 
| Film Enterprises. 





More TV Film News 
On Page 27 











evils of the television | 


but no method in operations of the 
telefilm industry which 
lacking in any long-range planning, 


it’s asserted by Jerry Bresler, who | 
produced the Ray Bolger telepix 
| series its first vear on tv, and is 


currently producing Bryna Produc- 
tions’ “Spring Reunion,” theatrical 
film starring Betly Hutton and 
Dana Andrews. 

Bresler, openly disillusioned 
with his experience in tv tilm, sug 
gested as the first step towards long 
range planning subsidizing of lit 
tle theatre groups by telefilmers. 
“They could bankroll productions 
in this way with an eve for poten 
tial series well talent, and 
the cost would be relatively little. 
It would be an ideal showcase,” 


as as 


said the producer. 

He went on to assert “tv is 
rat race” the way it’s constituted 
'today. “You work hard every week, 
but all your work goes down the 
drain in your efforts to meet that 
continuous deadline. It’s not re 
warding creatively. I've had an 
opportunity to return to tv film, 
but avoided it because it’s so lack 
ing in its rewards,” he said 


The producer conceded “it's dif- 
ferent if you own the show—then 
you have a different set of values 
and you're building up annuities.”’ 
He also said the hour-long and 90 
min. tv shows are more rewarding 
creatively. “But the half-hour ty 
film can never supplant the motion 
picture from a standpoint of re 
ward,” he stated. 

“In tv film you never have 
enough time. You should be able to 
plan your shows a year in advance 
but instead it’s like a reporte 
meeting his deadline every night 
TV is a wonderful medium, and 
everybody in it deserves a lot of 
| credit for what they’ve done, but 
overall the medium is taxing to 
the individual. 

“TV film is utterly lacking in 
any system. They should change 
the whole method of selling and 
educate the sponsors and advertis- 
ing agencies so that shows can be 
sold a year in advance. 


ISRAEL BACKGROUNDS 


oe 


Little Theatres 


Y Trans-Lan’s Ambitious Plans On 


AY DEFAULT’ Backlogs, Syndication, Production 


Plans of the newly - formed 
Trans-Lux Television Corp. to go 
into co-production, to acquire a 
} Substantial backlog of feature films 
j}and to enter the half-hour svndi- 





feation market were discolsed in 
N. Y. by prez Dick Brandt. 
Brandt, in discussing the vari- 


ious contemplated projects, stressed 
ithat Trans-Lux’s growth in the 
teevee field will be gradual, with 
financing slated to come from with- 
in the company, now. diversified 
iwith holdings in teevee as well as 
motion picture distribution and 
exhibition. 

Regarding the approximately 
700 Encyclopaedia Britannica films 
|}acquired by Trans-Lux for distri- 
i} bution, Brandt said that the Amer- 


ican Trust Co. of San Francigco, 
has inked one of the first contracts 
for a Britannica package. The 
| banking firm, via MeCann Erick- 
son, has purchased 13 weeks of 
half-hour programming for airing 
;on KRON., 

In addition to the Britannica 
backlog, the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica is currently producing at the 


rate of one film a week and Trans- 
Lux is preparing new) packages 
and sevies for immediate release, 
Special emphasis will be placed on 


is sadly |the large color library, with 80°% 


of the new Britannica productions 
slated to be shot in color. 
Britannica 
iseries titled “Profile,” currently in 
production, will be available July 
1. Thirty-nine programs will pre- 
sent personalities and events from 
Marco Polo to Mahatma Ghandi 
Among other programs slated for 


A new quarter-hour 


release is a children show titled 
“Once Upon a Time,” which is 
scheduled for completion by the 


end of the summer. Present plans 
call for 39 half-hour programs. 
Regarding co-production, Brandt 
estimated that it would take about 
a year before Trans-Lux takes that 
step. He said that Trans-Lux has 


althe tv rights on most of the eight 


films which it has distributed the- 


atrically. He said that these films 
will be released to tv only when 
the maximum revenues have been 


realized theatrically. Trans-Lux, 
he added, is working on two deals 
for a substantial backlog of fea- 
films. 

the 

Brandt 
at some 


ture 
In 

field 

ing 


projected syndication 
said that he look- 
programming pvro- 


IS 


(Continued on page 37) 


Betty Hutton May 
Do Vidhlm Series 


Hollywood, June 19 
Hutton may make her vid- 
film debut in an NBC-TV series 
now being blueprinted. Web pro- 
ducer Oppenheimer, former- 
lv producer of “I Love Lucy,” 
negotiating with the comedienne to 
star in a series for the network. 

Actress, currently starring in 
“Spring Reunion,” theatrical ‘film 
for Bryna Productions, said she is 
very interested in starring in a 
helmed by Oppenheimer, 
labeled ‘a genius.” It 
comedy-drama series, 
would probably essay 


Bettys 


Jess 


1S 


series 
whom 
would 
which 


she 
be a 
she 


NEW TELEFILM SERIES "°°"? “""°" 


New telefilm 


Israe] 


series to be shot 


in. the 
RCA 


in is works for dis 
Recorded 

gram Services. “East 
Adventure,” will be produced 
Ted de Leon and directed by Sobey 
Martin, with novelist Robert Payne 


itribution via 


Series, to 


Pro- 


by | 


' 


NILES’ $550,000 
SIX-MONTH GROSS 


Chicago, June 19. 
Fred Niles Productions, fledg- 
ling vidpic studio here, grossed 


'as script editor and head writer. {$550,000 in its first six months of 


; series, Which deals with the adven- 
| tures of an American lawyer in the 
Near East. 


; 


Holland, 


Crew slated to sail to Israel for | 30-minute 
filming, besides de Leon, Martin ing on 147 stations. Several pilots 
and Payne, also includes composer | of 
Jacques Belasco, writer Edith Mar- | made, 
tin, a cameraman and script girl| Barn Dance, 
from France and a soundman from | templates starting at 
jother programs in August. 


No stars has been signed yet for the | operation, with about a third of 


that amount coming from tv com- 
mercials. 

Niles’ of a 
rid- 


firm has one series 
religious program 


shows have been 
the “National 
and the outfit con- 
least two 


half-hour 
including 


” 
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‘Bottom of the Pile 


TV Stations 


Aren't Getting National Spot Biz 


Television spot biz isn’t doing so + 


well in smaller U. S. markets, a 
point which many industryites be- 
lieve has been partially submerged 
because Washington has focused in- 
terest on the networks. 

If the stations in cities and 
towns not in the first 100 tv mar- 
kets haven’t been entirely ignored 
by national spot advertisers, a con- 
tention is they are receiving a dis- 
proportionate share of the in- 
creased spot coin. In this, too, some 


industryites have laid the fault 
with the networks, but there are 
just as many, it seems, who see no 
clear-cut villain or easy solution 
in the complexity of video eco- 
nomics. ~ 

(One-hundred has, more or less 
arbitrarily, been chosen as_ the 
number of markets within tv’s 
charmed commercial circle. Mar- 
kets beyond that, either in terms 
of buying power or tv set count, 
are the trouble spots. Problems 
also afflict stations in markets 50 
to 100, but not with any chronic 
frequency, it’s said.) 

A cross-section of spot rep 
houses, which front for both small- 
market and major-market tv sta- 
tions, reveals what they believe are 
three major reasons for the diffi- 
culties of the “low caste” outlets. 

They apply information from 
CBS-TV’s contradiction to Sen. 
John Bricker’s ‘Network Monop- 
oly” report to the spot situation 
as well. The networks can’t be 
blamed, said CBS, for the problems 
of the smalltown outlet; these 
problems are, in fact, an outgrowth 
of advertising agency buying poli- 
cies. So similarly, the rep for East 
Armpit’s tv station, hears: ‘‘When 
you get 25,000 unduplicated tv 
homes, come back and talk to us.” 
He said the only time the small- 
market station comes in for a rea- 
sonable share of the spot invest- 
ment is when a regional advertiser 
needs it to fit special marketing 
problems. 

According to the reps quizzed on 
the matter, network costs have so 
grown that national bankrollers 
haven't the coin to consider sup- 
plementary small-market buys. 
Some of the reasons for increased 
network charges are attributed to 
their “monopolistic” practices, such 
as allegedly setting bottoms on 
what each web underwriter must 
spend, and other reasons are said 
to be the result of natural eco- 
nomic trends. If bluechippers are 
buying 52-weeks firm instead of 39 
of their own volition, then that 
would be an example of the latter. 

Growth of the “saturation” sales 
plan in the top 100 markets is an- 
other reason given why there’s 
nothing left to spend in the next 
100 or more. Since many of the 
less important stations in the top 
markets have begun selling via ex- 
travagant discount plans in order 
to compete the larger stations have 
had to devise comparable plans to} 
retaliate for the national spot buck. 
All the time, advertisers’ attention | 
and coin is getting more and more | 
involved in the big-market tv pic- 
ture, leaving no time or money to 
invest in the 





WAVE BUYS INDIANA 


STATION FOR 5806 


|stated he believes the chances for | 
and | 


June 19. 

has bought tv sta- 
tion WFIE, Evansville, Ind., sub- 
ject to FCC approval. Announce- 
ment was made Friday (15) by Pre- 
mier Tel of 
the UHF Evansville station, and 
by WAVE. Sale price, the an- 
nouncement said, was about $580,- 


Louisville, 
WAVE, Inc., 


levision, Inc., owners 


WFIE, only tv outlet in Evans- 
ville, telecasts in Southern In- 
diana, Southeastern Illinois and 
Kentucky. Another tv station is 
located at Henderson, Ky., across 
the Ohio River from Evansville. 
Now boosting its power, WFIE has 
recently started color telecasts, 
and has operated commercially 
since Nov. 15, 1953. WFIR has no 
associate radio station, and is an 
NBC affiliate. 

George W. Norton Jr.. WAVE 
prez, said Ted Wilson will remain 
as WFIE g.m., and that all other 
staff members will continue with 
the station, 


| receive 





Remember? 

Leonard (Buzz) Blair, pro- 
ducer of the CBS-TV soaper, 
“Valiant Lady,” was casting 
last week for his summer stock 
directorial stint the week of 
June 26 on “Anniversary 
Waltz,” to be presented at the 
Long Beach (N.Y.) Playhouse. 
He talked to one prospective 
cast member on the phone and 
asked her what experience she 
had. 

Actress, Rosetta Lee Noire, 
replied, “I’ve been on ‘Valiant 
Lady’ for the past two years.” 


Paar Permanent 
Sub on ‘Tonight’ 


Jack Paar will take over Steve 
Allen’s “Tonight” emcee slot on 
Mondays and Tuesdays on a per- 
manent basis starting July 2. Origi- 
nally, the plan was to rotate come- 


dians and personalities each week 
in the Mondays and Tuesday seg- 
ments, but the plan has been 
changed with Paar moving in as 
the permanent host for those days. 
Allen can’t make the two segments 
because of his new Sunday night 
show on NBC-TV. 

Paar slotting gave NBC two 
weeks to fill, with George De Witt 
having hosted the first week yes- 
terday (Tues.) and Monday, and Al 
Capp due to take over next Mon- 
day (25) and Tuesday, and then 
Paar steps in. Paar is currently 
represented on ABC Radio with a 
morning strip, but no longer has 
any identity with CBS-TV, having 
been dropped from his afternoon 
strip a few weeks back. 











RCA’s VHF-Only As 


Standard Equipment 
On New Tint TV Sets 


Hopes that the advent of color 
television might bring relief to 
UHF stations via the exclusive use 
of all-channel tuners on all tint- 
sets appears to have been dashed. 
Up to now, all manufacturers have 
been making the all - channel 
tuners, which can receive both 
UHF and VHF, standard equip- 
ment for color sets, but RCA has 
made the all-channel tuner extra- 
optional equipment in _ its 
$495-and-up color line. 

RCA tintsets come equipped to 
only channels 2 through | 
13. Extra cost for an all-channel | 





| but 
“bottom of the pile.” | 


tuner ranges up to $30 extra, 
|cording to RCA exec v.p. for con- 
|sumer products Robert A. Seidel. | 
Seidel stated this week that RCA} 
|in the past had used the all-chan- 
inel tuners as standard equipment 
dropped them after repeated 
efforts to get 
them dropped 
failed. 
ducing the tax is still 
around in Congressional circles as | 
a means to help UHF, Seidel 


or reduced 


jits passage are “very slim” 
ithat this is the reason RCA went 


standard equipment for tint. 





Set Leonard Lyons For 
Remote-Interview Show 


| Columnist 
000, with the exact price to be de- | 
termined after an audit. 


Leonard Lyons has 
been signed to emcee a prospective 
jremote-interview show, “I’ll Never 
| Forget,” which Derel Producing 
| Associates is currently pitching at 
agencies. Title is self-explanatory, 
|with Lyons doing the interviewing 
|of celebs on a remote basis. 

Derel, which has a number of 
projects under its belt, is in the 
final stages of whipping an “Over- 
seas Press Club” stanza into shape. 


ROBT. BLOCH ON OWN 
Robert W. Bloch, with the pub- 
relations firm of Dine & Kalmus 
since its establishment a couple of 
years back, is resigning to hang 
up his own shingle. 
Bloch’s on his own as of July 1 











|rary American music has been in- 


new | Concerts sponsored by BBC’s radio 


ac- | Can composers are getting as fairly 


the excise tax on| W!), 
had | 
Although the idea of re-|BBC debut during the season as 
kicking | Well as Florida-born pianist Lamar 


back to the VHF channel tuners as | the Kansas Philharmonic Orchestra 





‘Late Late’ Clients 


WCBS-TV, the CBS flagship in 
N. Y., has pulled in two more 
“Late. Late Show” sponsors. 
Charles Antell and Aerosect have 
signed for seven-nights-weekly 
sponsorship of a quarter-hour seg- 
ment of the late-night film feature, 
bringing the total daily sponsored 
portion of the show (as opposed to 
spot-carrying portions) to 45 min- 
utes. 

In earlier were Roto-Rooter ‘and 
Raleigh as alternate-week spon- 
sors of one quarter-hour nightly. 


Miner Sees No 
Room for 3d Act 
In 60-Min. Drama 


There is not room for a third 
act in an hour live tv drama, ac- 
cording to Worthington (Tony) 
Miner, executive producer of the 
new “Kaiser Aluminum Hour” 


show, which will be seen alternate 
Tuesdays at 9:30 p.m., beginning 
July 3, on NBC-TV. 

Miner, saying that the Kaiser 
shows will be confined to two acts, 
maintained that it is “wrong to at- 
tempt” a third act on a 60-minute 
live drama. “Experience has dem- 
onstrated that one act requires ap- 
proximately 30 minutes. It becomes 
a matter of mathematics. On an 
hour show you just can’t do three 
30-minute acts. effectively,” he 
maintained. 

Miner said that in his view tv’s 
third act is an artificial contrivance 
that serves two dubious purposes: 
to permit even spacing of the com- 
mercials and take the viewer 
across the half-hour mark, a point 
at which he might want to switch 
channels, 

“If the play is good and sound 
and exciting, the viewer will stay 
with it,” Miner argued, “and you 
don’t need any artificial climax or 
gimmick to keep him tuned in. 
“Kaiser Aluminum Hour” will em- 
brace original teledramas and 
adaptations, as well as established 
writers and unknowns, he added. 
The first drama will be titled ‘“‘The 
Army Game,” a story dealing with 
a malingerer in the Army. Asso- 
ciated with Miner as directors for 
the show are Franklin Schaffner, 
Fielder Cook and George Roy Hill, 


BBC RADIO PLANNING 
AMERICAN MUSIC FEST 


London, June 19. 
A whole evending of contempo- 








cluded in the program of the 62d 
season of Henry Wood Promenade 


division which runs from July 21 
to Sept. 15. 

Maurice Johnstone, head of BBC’s 
music programs says that Ameri- 


treated in this country as are their 
| British coupterparts over the At- 
llantic. The American program 
| Which will be beamed on July 26, 
is to include works by Samuel 
Barber, Randall Thompson, Gersh- 
Stravinsky and Copland. 

Harvard Glee Club makes its 


Crowson, violinist Louis Kaufman 
j}and Canadians Robin Wood (pi- 
ano) and James Milligan (bari- 
| tone). 

Efrem Kurtz, who reorganized | 
and the Houston Symphony Or- 
chestra, will appear with the Liver- | 
pool Philharmonic Orchestra as its 
resident conductor. 


WNYC’s Summer Tuneup 


Largest summer sked of live 
music in its 32-year history has 
been planned by WNYC, the N.Y.C. 
owned-operated radio station. Sta- 
tion will do six major concerts 
weekly. It opened the season with 
the Lewisohn Stadium preem Mon- 
day (18). 

Before summer is over, better 
than 100 hours of live music will 
have been broadcast by WNYC. 
Feature presentations will be the 
Guggenheim Memorial Concerts 
and City Symphony Orchestra Con- 
certs from Central Park Mall; the 
Battery Park Noontime Concerts 
and the new Evenings-by-the-River 
series, plus the Lewisohn and 








Naumburg Memorial programs. 


—— 


Looks Like Hiking of Radio Rate 
Cards Becoming Fullblown Trend 





+ 


Riesel Joins AFTRA 


N. Y. local of American Fed- 
eration of Television & Radio 
Artists is so proud to get labor 
columnist Victor Riesel into 
the union that the board 
passed a special resolution wel- 
coming him and even prepared 
a “special card of honor.” 
Riesel, who was recently blind- 
ed in an acid attack by a 
still-at-large hoodlum, begins 
a regular show on WRCA-TV 
June 28. 

Charles Collingwood, head 
of the local AFTRA board, said 
that the N. Y. Mirror colum- 
nist “symbolizes the fight for 
clean and honest unionism.” 








Rothermere Bares 


British TV Losses 


London, June 19. 

An admission of “considerable 
losses” by Associated-Rediffusion 
in their initial stages was made by 
Lord Rothermere in his annual 
statement to stockholders of Associ- 
ated Newspapers. The press group 
is partnered with Rediffusion in the 
operation of lLondon’s weekday 
commercial tele outlet. 

Lord Rothermere explained that 
in their early days they were on 
their own, but now that other sta- 
tions were in operation their over- 
heads were showing a progressive 
reduction. He also pointed out that 
while there were only 200,000 Lon- 
don receivers capable of picking up 
the commercial program when they 


first began to function last Sep- 
tember, there were now more than 
750,000—and even that was less 
that half the total of sets in the 
London area, 

He paid tribute to advertisers 
who backed them in their early 
days and was confident that their 
faith would bring its own reward 
and the new medium would play 
its part in the development and ex- 
pansion of industry, 

The Associated Newspapers chief 
also referred to the progress made 
by TV Times, which was launched 
by A-R at the commencement of 
transmission and now was the pro- 
gram guide for all commercial pro- 
grams in London, Birmingham and 
Manchester, Its current circula- 
tion total stood at over 800,000 
copies weekly. 


Wolf to Auto Makers: 
Instead of Retrenching 
Make TV Prime Medium 


Detroit, June 19. 





director of Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
acknowledged here last week that | 


“the network television market is | 


a little soft’ and that “Detroit’s 


} by 
George Wolf, veep and radio-tv | Judge” 


| Skein, 


Hollywood, June 19. 

The expected round of rate jn. 
creases among Southern California 
radio advertisers started to hit 
this week. First, KBIG, Avalon, harg 
on the heels of the biggest gross 
sales month in the station’s history, 
disclosed that a 10% hike goes 
into effect on July 1. 


After KBIG’s disclosure, a spot 
check by VARIETY showed that 
several other stations are readying 
increases. In one case, KF AC. 
L, A., “good-music” outlet, had put 
a 10% -20% hike quietly into ef- 
fect since June 1. KFAC raise 
boosted program rates 10% and 
spots 20%. 

On Aug. 1, KWKW, Pasadena, 
will hike its rates up to 17% over 
present ones, according to station 
topper William Beaton. KDAY, 
Santa Monica, follows suit “within 
90 days” with boosts ranging from 
12 to 15%, states v.p.-general 
manager George A. Baron. Both 
stations feature minority-group 
broadcasting. 

Four other stations are “‘seri- 
ously studying” revisions of their 
rate cards. KFI’s Ron Manders 
states the matter is “under discus- 
sion’; KLAC prexy Mort Hall 
notes that “a raise sometime this 
year is quite likely”; KMPC’s Rob- 
ert Reynolds declares “We're 
studying the possibility for the 
fall, and it will be under 15%”; 
Harry Maizlish of KFWB states, 
“It has to come. We're thinking of 
it for the fall.” 

Two other stations passed. Ward 
Ingram, of KHJ, disclaimed any 
hike intention. KABC general 
manager John Hansen pointed out 
that his station had increased rates 
last October, and that “Our rate 
card makes sense now.” 

Most stations enjoyed a hugely 
successful May. KBIG commercial 
v.p. Robert McAndrews reported 
that month as the largest in the 
station’s history, rising 32% over 
May, ’55. 

However, June, while still con- 
sistently above last year’s levels, 
shows a slackening compared to 
the previous month. Still, the sta- 
tions see no cause for alarm. 

KLAC’s Hall puts it this way, 
“We’re turning down 15% less 
business than we did last month.” 
Declares KHJ’s Ward Ingram, 
“We're now able to take care of 
our waiting list.” KWKW’s Beaton 
notes that while June figures don’t 
match those of May, the station 
still shows a whopping 47% above 
1955 figures. 


ABC-TV’S MIXED-UP 
THURS. SCHEDULE 


ABC-TV’s Thursday night plans 
continue to be the most unsettled 
in the web’s lineup for fall. Nete 
work has, for all intents and pur- 
poses, dropped the idea of utilizing 
Sheldon Reynold’s projected “In- 
ternational Theatre” films either 
in half or full-hour form. Though 


no means firmed, ‘Frontier 

and the new Joan Davis 
from all that is understood, 
are the latest favorites for the 8 
ito 9 vacancy. 


It doesn’t end there. 








It seems 


go-slow approach to tv this year | that General Tire, wishing to spon- 


is a factor.’ He spoke before a 


meeting of the Michigan Council | 


of the American Assn. of Advertis- 
ing Agencies. 


The agency exec told automotive | 


manufacturers that instead of re- 
trenching in tv, 
the homescreen. the 
vertising medium,” 
ing medium. “There seems to be 
a deadly ratio in effect,” he said. 
“Higher production calls for more 
and more cars each year, and each 
year, car selling practices seem to 
get worse and worse.” 

He said that dealerships have be- 
come increasingly “more like dis- 
count houses with fire _ sales, 
panic sales and biitzes.” Adding 
that the quality of the salesman 
has been getting poorer all the 
time in the showroom, he exhbrted 
AAAA members and guests to take 
full advantage of tv, where a per- 
sonality like Ed Sullivan “can do 
more to surmount today’s selling 
practices and sins on the local 
level—and can create more brand 
preferences—than any other sin- 
gle medium.” He described tv as 
a “demonstration medium.” 


“primary ad- 


they should make | 


not a support- | 


| sor some of the features offered by 
its RKO Teleradio subsid, is talk- 
an hour-long entry for the 
same’8 to 9 time. RKO, incident- 
ally, is still pitching some of the 
features for ‘Famous Film Festl- 
val,” even though the tire company 
has switched its favor to Thurs- 
days. 

“Wire Service” seems fixed in 
|the 9 to 10 Thursday anchorage, 4 
|quarter being sold to R. J. Rey- 
|nolds, but this too may change be- 
fore the final sked is firmed. Web 
is thinking of “Ozark Jubilee” for 
either half or whole-hour treat- 
ment at 10. American Chicle is 
inked for a half-hour of the coun- 
try-western stanza every other 
week. 


PETRY UPS MAILLEFERT 

William Maillefert was made 
veep and general manager of radio 
at Edward Petry & Co., He’s been 
with the rep house since ‘50 and 
has been its radio sales chief for 
two years. 

It’s a new job title for the de- 
partment, 


| 
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PAG Stripping Em | 
On Mex City TV 


Mexico City, June 19. 

procter & Gamble is applying to 
five Ziv tv shows the same daytime 
stripping technique utilized SO | 
eftectively in the U.S. with rerun | 
telefilms, scheduling its Ziv shows 
cross-the-board in the late after- 
noon on Mexico City’s XEW-TV. 

Sale of the Ziv package to P&G 
was announced by Ed Stern, who 
heads Ziv’s international division, 
through the firm’s local headquar- 
ters here. 

Series used by P&G will be 
Spanish-dubbed reruns of Ziv half- 
hour shows already seen at least 
twice in the Mexico City area. 
These include: “Favorite Story,” 
“Boston Blackie,” “The Unexpect- 
ed,” “Yesterday’s Newsreel,” and 
‘| Led Three Lives.” P&G will 
co-sponsor the strip with Anderson 
Clayton Co., textile manufacturer, 
which also signed to sponsor Ziv’s 
‘Favorite Story” in Monterey. 

Other Ziv deals in Mexico in- 
clude; Van Heusen Shirts signed 
for “Man Called X,” newest Ziv 
show to be Spanish-dubbed, for air- 
ing in Mexico City and Monterey, 
and H. Steele & Cia, Mexico's Lon- 
gines-Wittnauer distributor, signed 
for “Highway Patrol” for the lat- 
ter city. Cuatomac Brewery was 
pacted for “Science Fiction Thea- 
tre,” to be aired in Monterey. 


Riley’ Moves in As 
NBC-Kagran Finalizes 
4-Stage Studio Deal 


Kagran Corp., the NBC filmmak- 
ing subsidiary, has finallye firmed 
up its deal for four soundstages 
at the California Studios on the 





with “Life of Riley” shooting there. 
Also set for another stage is “The 
Adventures of Hiram Holiday,” the | 
new Wally Cox series which Gen- | 
eral Foods has bought for Wednes- 

| 





days at 8 in the fall on the net- 
work 
“Riley” is a network property | 
on which Kagran has undertaken | 
the filming. Actually, Kagran has | 
an interest in the show, since hed 
a split-sales proposition, with Gulf | 
sponsoring on a limited network | 
and Kagran’s NBC Television | 
Films division syndicating it else- | 
Where. “Holiday” is a Phil Rapp 
package on which Kagran will do} 
the below-the-line production, Pro- | 
duction is also slated to begin in | 


the fall on two new syndication 
properties for NBC Television | 
Films. 


Production staff set for the four- 
silage operation comprises William 
Fenton Coe, former senior unit 
Manager for NBC Film Production 
Facilities & Services, as production 
Manager; reporting,to him are 
business manager Milton L. Trae- | 
ser and production supervisors 
Richard A, Larsen, Kent B. Mc- 
Cray, Robert T. Stillman and Wil- 
liam Tinsman, all out of the NBC 
Coast Staff, 

Lease on the four stages doesn’t | 
rue out the possibility of com- 
piete purchase of the entire Cali- 
fornia lot, project on which the | 
Kagran toppers are reportedly still | 
In negotiation. 


MICHAELS IN‘AFRICA’ | 
SET BY WOLFF'S INT’L 


Formation of International Film 
Produ ers Representatives and the 
‘vallability of a new tv series “The 
Michaels in Africa” was announced 
. N Y. by J. Marcel Wolff, who 
teads up the firm. 
Wolff, film producer and distrib- 
or, said the newly-organized firm 

ervice selected tv film pro- 
's abroad who desire perma- 
representation in the U. S.} 
a Canada, Wolff added that he | 

a be assisted by Mitchell Sacks. 

Michaels” is made up of 26-| 


half-hour adventure films produced 
home or8e Michael, a big-game | 
un 

An e; 


er from Pretoria, South Africa. | 
duced 





lif 


duce 


Y 
nent 


‘rlier series of 13 films pro- 
bro. ...2¥ ,Michael were recently 
“Oadeast in England over BBC. 


- COLE BACK TO GUILD 
coo J. Cole, once with Guild 
which newness to fill a vacancy 
ie 47 vin (Ez) Ezzes made when 
ankled in January. Cole has 


een mad ‘ 
.,, lace veep in charge of sales 
oY Guild. p g © 








| of 


De Donato Expands 


Emil J. De Donato is adding a 
tv-industrial production depart- 
ment to his advertising art studio, 
with the Luchsinger brothers, Jack 


and Chuck, joining De Donato as |! 


producer-writer and art director 
respectively. Luchsingers have been 
in the program packaging field 
since "48, having worked a number 
puppet shows including the 


“Jolly Gene & His Fun Machine” 


segment. 
New operation is aiready under- 


| way on a quarter-hcur color pub- | 


relations film for the Paper Can 
Assn. Film deals with ice cream and 
uses animated and live-action se- 
quences. 


WATY Going Into 





Ist Run Features 


WATYV, the Newark (N. J.) tv in- 
dependent, is eyeing first-run fea- 
ture films for the first time. One 
of the seven stations in the metro- 
politan N. Y. zone, it was never a 
contender in the bidding for new 
syndicated or feature product. 


Irv Rosenhaus, chieftain of the 
station, is reported close to a deal 
with National Telefilm Associates 
on the 52 Fox pictures acquired by 
the distrib recently. WATV exec 
is also understood to have had 
talks with Eliot Hyman’s Associ- 
ated Artists Productions about use 
of some of its Warner Bros. pix 

WATV has grown in _ stature 
over approximately the last year 
and a half in the foreign-language 
television area. Stanzas, however, 
have either been live or made up 
of undubbed foreign films. Aside 
from product for its kiddie strip, 
has never gone in for new dis- 
tribution offers. 





‘Junior Sports League’ 
Tinters Go en Market 


RCA Recorded Program Services 
and consultant Paul White have 
wrapped up production of the first 
13 in the new “Junior Sports 
League” color series, and RCA is 
putting the show on the market 
this week for local and regional 
sale. According to White, the show 
now has a presold audience of over 
10,000,000 children as_ repre- 
sented in the various national and 
local kids’ organizations that have 


| joined the JSL. 


Phil Rizzuto stars as hest of the 
first nine, but because of the base- 
ball season, White used guest stars 
on the other four. Quartet com: 


| prises baseball vet Frankie Frisch, 
‘doing a show on the 


Babe Ruth 
League; announcer and ex-basket- 
ball star Bud Palmer with a show 
on the Texas Campfire Girls; ten- 
nis ace Vic Seixas, just off for the 
Wimbledon tourney, with a Girl 
Scouts show; and Navy football 


coach Eddie Erdelatz with a show | 
!on the Midget Football League. 


“Capt. ‘Charlie’s Showboat’ 
Ist on Briskin Agenda’ 





Hollywood, June 19. 


The first new series to be pro- 
duced by Irving Briskin Produc- 
tions for Screen Gems will be 


“Captain Charlie’s Showboat.” 
This was disclosed following a 
series of meetings at the studio 
between Briskin, Ralph Cohn, 
Screen Gems v.p. and general man- 
ager, and John H. Mitchell, sales 
veepee. Briskin, in addition to 
heading his own indie tv produc- 


tion firm which will release through | 


Screen Gems, remains in charge 
of all Screen Gems productions. 


NTA’s ‘T-N-T’ Sales 


National Telefilm Associates has 
racked up an additional 20 sales on 
its “T-N-T” package (which 
cludes the 10 Selznick features) 
and sold its British ‘‘Fabulous 40” 
package to 11 more stations. 





Purchasers of the ““‘T-N-T” group | 
include WHEN-TV, Syracuse; KOA- | 
TV, Denver; WCAU-TV, Philadel- | 


phia; WDSU-TV, New 


Madison. Included in the “Fabu- 


lous 40” purchasers are WJAC-TV, | and Reynard were to make a $2,500 | past few weeks, 
Johnstown*Pa. and WTVN-TV, Co-| down payment and then pay the Julian Lesser-starrer 
Buying both packages | balance at the rate of $1,000 a|Bagnall & Associates syndication 
were WKNX-TV, Saginaw; KVOA-| month. Plaintiffs contend that the |company was to KDKA-TV, Pitts- 
TV, Tucson; KLRJ-TV, Las Vegas; | down payment was made, but that | burgh, for the People’s First Na- 
KROD-TV, El Paso; KVDO-TV,|;none of the monthly payments tional Bank. 


lumbus. 


Corpus Christi and WTRI-TV, Al- 
bany. 


in- | 


Orleans; | 
KPHO-TV, Phoenix and WISC-TV, | yers for the estate had negotiated 


‘Fox Plans Feature 
On ‘Waterfront’; Preps 
| “Harbor Inn’ Vidfilmers 





Plans for a new tv series and a 
feature film based on “Waterfront” 
were disclosed in N. Y. by Ben Fox, 
| telefilm producer. 

Fox said that his next telefilm 
series will be “Harbor Inn,” which 
he described as an adult character- 
adventure locales. 
He said the pilot will be produced 


series with sea 


|within the next couple of months | 


at the Hal Roach Studios. Distribu- 
{ion is currently being negotiated, 
with a strong possibility that ABC 


telefilm. 

Fox, who is half-owner of “For- 
est Rangers,” also made in conjunc- 
tion with Roach and ABC, said the 

eal on “Harbor Inn” has not been 
; set as yet. 

On his feature plans, Fox said 
that he now is preparing “Water- 
front” for feature production. He 
said that several studios are inter- 
ested in the property and that he 
expects to get into 
production next year. 


WEN Preps 5th 
Vidpix Festival 


Chicago, June 19. 

WGN-TV’'s fifth annual Film 
Festival—the showcasing of vidpix 
from all distributors—is set for 
the Sheraton Hotel here June 28. 
Among other films to be screened 
is Jack Barry’s “Conflict” which 
has not been seen by the trade. 
A total of about 20 tv films will be 
shown in the daylong session. 

Morning and afternoon screen- 
ings will -be broken up with a 
|'WGN-TV luncheon spread, at 
which Ward Quaal, who becomes 








| WGN's general manager Aug. 1, 
| will be the main speaker. At the 
lluncheon the station will have a 


| 20-piece band and the local WGN- 
TV talent will be put on exhibition, 
with sportscaster Jack Brickhouse 
emceeing. 

Each  producer-distributor 
| be given time for a brief sound-on- 
\film presentation of each of their 
|products. In past years, upwards 


lof 300 agency, station and sponsor | 


lexecs have attended the Film Festi- 
val. 
| 


‘Capt. David Grief’ 
On Guild’s Roster; 
$1,912,000 Budget 


Guild Films is going ahead with 
production on “Captain David 
| Grief,” the vidfilm to be 
| based on Jack London stories. 
| Company, which has set the over- 
}all production cost at $1,912,000, 


series 


and black-and-white in the Hono- 
tlulu area. 
Guild is understood to have a 


“Grief” of 
vidfilm 
the regional 
break- 


tow, thus making one 
the most expensive 
grams ever shot for 
isales route. Per half-hour 
down runs roughly $48,000. 

First.of the technicians and ac- 
tors leave for Hawaii on June 29, 
with Stuart Heisler signed to di- 
rect. Lead has not been rounded 
up. 





$32,905 Judgment Against 


Declaratory judgment of $32,905 
against C&C Television prez Matty 
Fox and Reynard International was 
handed down in New York Su- 
preme Court this week. Court 
ruled in favor of the executors of 
the estate of the late Harry W. 
David, who had issued promissory 


| 
and Reynard. 
After an earlier judgment, law- 


an agreement under which Fox 


'came through, and asked the court 


| for a judgment, which was granted. | ries. 


Film Syndication will handle the | 


will | 


goes into shooting July 9 in color | 


| brace of large regional sponsors in | 


pro- | 


Matty Fox, Reynard Int'l , 


notes in the sum of $35,000 to Fox | 


3 Out of Every 40 Pilots Go 


| Down the Drain, Sez Ben Fox 


| AAP’s New WB Markets 


| Associated Artists Productions 
‘has added four more station sales 
'on the Warner Bros. features to 
the 28 disclosed last week. Distrib 
has also closed five sales on its 
| cartoons. 
| Buying part of the 754 Warners 
'were KOA-TV, Denver; KDWI1, 
| Tucson: WTVJ, Miami; KERO, Ba- 


+ 





No pilot for a dramatic half- 
hour tv series should be launched 
unless the producer creatively sees 
his way clear for 78 shows in the 
projected series, Ben Fox, produ- 
cer of “Waterfront,” “Code 3" and 
“Forest Rungers,” advocatcs. 

Fox, urging the imposition of the 
“78-show test” for producers of 
dramatie half-hour s pointed 
io the current mortality rates for 
pilots. He estimated that out of 40 
pilots currently made, one actually 


Ties. 


| kersfield. WPIX, Ne = hen oy gets on the air. “The reason so 
AAP's Popeye's, ewes a many apparently good pilots fail 
| Buffalo, bought the same packase ty pe sold,” he continued, “is that 


'and WB’s “Looney Tunes” a d 


they cannot pass the 78--how test,” 
i**Merrie Melodies” as well, WABD, : y CAs ; 


; t E they lack the qua ‘ties such as 
| N. Y.; KTLA, L. A.,, ag pce characters, locale, siory and other 
| Porttand, bought only the Cat) ingredients that make up for sus- 
toons. tained, fresh interest in a series. 





Fox says his p’emise holds true 
for syndicated as well as network 
tv film series shows. The 73-show 
test also should be anplied to an- 
‘thology series, but, he went on, 

it is especiatly appliceble to a se- 


| 


Okay 3-Day Week 
' For Vidfilm Actors 


vies with running characters. It 
takes from 26 to 39 exposures to 


get the characters really ingrained 


j - : ap ager ion pe 
| Hollywood, June 19 in the minds of the public, he 
{ : ee me ntained. 
| Improvement of eXisting con- - , : ian 

: F om an economic point of view, 
tracts with telefilm producers to) poy stated thst the producer's 


chince of making money multiplies 


| give vidpic actors the five-day- 
as the series is lengthencd. “It is 


week now obtaining in theatrical 


film studios has been negotiated doubtful,” he added, “it any se- 

bet Ss on Actors Guild and ries, Syndicated or net, can be 
? » , . oe © - . 7 

etween Screen Actors G : commercially successtul’ for the 


the Alliance of Television Film 


Producers, the Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers and other, 
unaffiliated producers. Deal 
brings vidpix contracts which SAG 
has with more than 300 tv pro- 
ducers into line with the theatvical 


procucer if it does not include 39 
shows.” 

Speaking of his own expcrience, 
Fox said he does not launch a pi- 
lot_ before he has completed 78 
story outlines for the preject. He 
pointed to his successful 73 “Wa- 


contract signed in March. terfront” series, distributed — by 
Under the provisions of the new MCA, which has chalked up $2,- 





700,600 in gross:s in 26 months of 
distribution, “Code 3%," recently 
put into distribution by ABC Film 
Syndication, has 39 half-hours in 
its series, but Fox said he is ready 
to add the other 39. “Forest Rang- 
ers,” a pilot now b.'ng offered by 


agreement, thesps will receive 
double time for Saturday and Sun- 
day work with the establishment ot 
a five-day 44 hour week in place of 
the six day 40 hours week. Loca- 
tion work will be on a six-day 48- 
| hour week basis with actors getting 


| their 44-hour rate plus four hours ABC for network distribution, hes 
jat straight time. Actors making the Ins edients in story content, 
| more than $25,000 per film or term locale and characters bor a sus- 
| players geiting more than $1,500 tained series, Fox stati d 

per week may agree to do such At the same time, Fox also ad- 
|work as rehearsal on Saturday vocated that producers meet and 
| without additional pay, but not confer with the potential sponsors 
| principal photography of record- and advertisers, a procedure he 
ing. has been following the past week, 


visiting agencies with John Burns, 
V.p. of national sales tor ABC. It 
is up to the producer, lox main- 
tained, to fece the potential spon- 


Revised agreement also provides 
that day players employed the day 
| before and the day after a recog- 
nized holiday shall receive pay for 


'the holiday even if not worked 50 Ss ‘with a direct ‘ccounting of 
'This does not apply when the “!Y he did the pilot in the first 
holiday falls on Saturda\ place, I'he producer should be 

Guild contract covering actors, (Continued on page 37) 
singers and announcers in tv en- ae 

sriain > 1 q one ine 
tertainment © films, signe d da if n 
August, raised day player rates 
from $70 to $80 and weekly rates : j Z eruns 0) 

aa an i e 

from $250 to $285 in addition to 


increasing residual rates and other 
fringe improvements. 


TPA’S NEW REGIONAL 





3 Summer Clients 


Three national advertisers Proc- 
ter & Gamble, Brown & William- 
son for Viceroy Cigarets and Gen- 
eral Electric, have bought films 
from “Schlitz Playhouse of Stars” 


| DEAL FOR ‘STAGE 7° 


Television Programs of America 


has set another regional deal on its for summer telecasting. The se- 
“Stage Seven” series with Nat- "ies, meanwhile, has been retitled 
| tional Bohemian Be yicking “Herald Playhouse.” 
é emi er picking up 11 > oy 

I I GE purchased 13 films in the se- 


the anthology series in six eastern ries for its program “The Turning 


|markets. Brewery has signed for Point,” which is telecast on the GE 
. . . cy .f! ; oO ) 

the show in Richmond, Norfolk, S0t-fi'm group of 104 stations. 

rnree more films were so'd to Proc- 


Lancaster, Montgomery, Orlando 


a - ter & Gamble and Viceroy for pro- 
and Greenville, with more markets : 





in the works. Sheaffer Pen Co. | , ho Weldon he 10 — poigeenall 

| has signed an alternate bankroller | pe, replacement for “Lineup.” 
with Bohemian in Lancaster and is These 16 films will be returned 
| dickering for another market to the “Herald Playhouse” pack- 
At the same time Chet Boyardee | ace of 52 half-hours at the end of 
has expanded its northeastern Mar- | qe eqyyy ind releas«” for evn- 
ket list, which already includes | gieatioy reafter Thirty-five 
New: York, Boston and Providence, | , the 52 films were sold {t sum- 

by three additional markets, buy- mer as network replicen ni 

ing up Youngstown, Wilkes-Barre One “Herald Plavhouse” film is 
Scranton and Harrisburg. On in- peing withheld from sale until late 
dividual sales, TPA has set the| this fall at which time it will be 
series with another department | offered to advertisers ps a special 
|store, Joske’s, in San Antonio. Christmas show. The film is “The 
| Baker of Barnbury,” which has a 


| ‘ADVENTURE’ SALES UPBEAT “/?'<tmas story motift 


With the “Herald Plavhouse” 
“I Search for Adventure” has 
| been sold in 15 markets during the 
Latest sale of the 
by George 


and 

“The Playhouse,” an earlier group 
of 52 Schiltz films, Don L. Kear- 

ney reported that ABC Film Syndi- 
cation has available 104 half-hour 
| dramas for slrip programming un- 
| der a special plan announced a few 
, weeks ago. Since ABC Film Syn- 
| dication has put its strip plan into 
| effect, sales have been made in 30 
} markets, he added. 


“Adventure” is a half-hour se- 





28 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


*-s. 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 20, 1956 

















“a CBS Affils In “Status Quo’ Bid 


Continued from page 19 








the hearings, issued a public in- 
vitation to any “dissatisfied” affili- 
ate of CBS, NBC or ABC to “come 
forward” and testify. “I don’t feel 
we ought to be telling anybody 
they're unhappy if they’re happy,” 
he said. 

Affiliates of ABC are to appear 
tomorrow (Tues.) followed Wednes- 
day by those of NBC, Atl are ex- 
pected to support the stand taken 
by network toppers last week in 
opposition to the Bricker Bill to 
regulate networks, 

Attitude of CBS stations was ex- 
pressed by John S. Hayes, presi- 
dent of WTOP-TV in Washington, 
D. C., and chairman of a special 
committee of network affiliates, 
who emphasized that affiliates 
came to testify “freely” at their 
own initiative and expense. 

Asserting that the hearings have 
“stayed out of perspective” and 
“have been converted into a trial 
of networking,’ Hayes found it 
“extremely significant” that “not 
a single tv viewer nor any repre- 
sentative of the public has ap- 
peared to complain about affiliate- 
network relationships.” The “basic 
attack” on the networks, he said, 
has been made by “one person’’— 
Richard Moore, head of KTTV in 
i 

Taking up  Mcore’s’” charges 
against the option time and ‘must 
buy” arrangements “head on,” 
Hayes testified that the affiliate- 
network relationship is “in the 
true sense of the term a working 
partnership and the basic practices 
which have been attacked are 
sound, proper and necessary for 
effective network tv service.” 

Stressing the “colossal undertak- 
ing” of CBS in originating 86 hours 
of programming a week or 4,400 
hours a year, Hayes pinpointed 
what would happen if the ma- 
chinery of networking fell apart. 
The results, he said, would be: 

1. If sufficient stations did not 
clear time for network shows, ad- 
vertisers could not buy them. 

2. If advertisers could not be 
“reasonably certain” of clearance, 
they could not plan the budgets 
necessary to support programs. 

3. If programs were not ordered 
over a minimum number of. sta- 
tions, other affiliates could not ap- 
proach the advertiser to urge sub- 
sequent order. 

4. If the network did not have 
reasonable assurance of meeting 
the high costs of developing, origi- 
nating and transmitting pregrams, 


| gramming. 








schedule to attract and hold an 
affiliate. . 

5. If the schedule were not 
transmitted continuously to a suf- 
ficiently large number of affiliates, 
A. T. & T. interconnection facili- 
ties could not long remain avail- 
able for nationwide tv coverage. 

“This is not parade of mere pos- 
sibilities,’ Hayes declared. “This 
is the horrible nightmare of net- 
works and affiliates, alike.” 

Hayes denied that option time 
operates to control the affiliate or 
that it interferes with local pro- 
gramming. Actually, he said, be- 
cause of network programs the af- 
filiate can concentrate its creative 
efforts on local programming, to a 
greater degree than can a non-net- 
work station. In the case of 
WTOP, he noted, 51 hours out of a 
total schedule of 124 hours a week 
are originated locally, of which 17 
hours are live. 

As to the charge that network 
practices preclude affiliates from 
carrying product of indie produc- 
ers, Hayes testified that in the 
field of first-run syndicated film 
WTOP broadcasts more of such 
programs each week “than the 
average of all the non-affiliated 
stations in L. A. and New York.” 
Hayes said he believed his station’s 
experience is “typical.” 

Hayes said the affiliates do not 
suggest that the tv industry is 
“perfect” but does suggest that it 
“has grown amazingly and _ has 
served the public well.” 

Lauds EMP Plan 


Rex Howell, prexy of KREX-TV, 
Grand Junction, Colo., testified he 
would not be in business were it 
not for the CBS Extended Market 
Plan for small stations. EMP, he 
said, brought “dramatic changes” 
to tv viewers of his area, brought 
non-network national advertising, 
and enabled station to increase its 
schedule from three to seven hours 
a day. 

Howell said he was “utterly 
amazed” at the charge that affili- 
ates are coerced by networks and 
have abdicated their responsibili- 
ties as licensees. ‘No network,” he 
said, “has ever tried to control us” 
but on the contrary the “so-called 
giants of Madison Avenue have 
leaned over backward” to help. 

W. D. Rogers Jr., head of KDUB- 
TV, Lubbock, Tex., told the com- 
mittee it is “plain foolishness” to 
say that networks keep affiliates 
from doing a good job of local pro- 
Actually, he said, his 
station broadcasts 45 hours of lo- 
cally originated programs out of a 








total of 115 hours. KDUB local 
shows, he pointed out, were sub- 
ject of an article last year in Sat- 
urday Evening Post. 

John C. Cohan, head of KSBW- 
TV, Salinas, Calif., testified his sta- 
tion carries more than 55% non- 
network shows although it is affili- 
ated with all three webs. Not only 
do good non-network programs 
have access to affiliates, he said, 
but they have complete access to 
36 non-affiliated stations. 

Cohan expressed assurance there 
is “extremely keen” competition 
between the nets. “We must get 
the special interests to quit grind- 
ing their special axes,” he said, 
“long enough to recognize that the 
public is being well served now, 
but that the public would be poor- 
ly served if networking is under- 
mined.” 

H. Moody McElveen Jr., manager 
of WNOK-TV, Columbia, S. C., an 
ultra high station, testified his 
affiliation relationship with CBS 
has been “the most important fac- 
tor” in helping station cope with 
UHF problem. . Without the affilia- 
tion and “tremendous and under- 
standing cooperation” of CBS, he 
said, “our UHF station probably 
would not be on the air today.” 

Donald W. Thornburgh, head of 
WCAU-TV, Philadelphia, said that 
Moore’s charges are ‘completely 
without foundation.” Comparing 
his station with Moore’s KTTV, he 
said that WCAU earries twice as 
much public service and public 
affairs programming, mere than 
four times as much local live edu- 
cational and instructive shows, and 
50% more news programming, 

Thornburgh said it is “absurd” 
to suggest there is no market for 
good film in Philly. During the 
current week, he testified, the three 
network stations in the Quaker 
City are carrying a total of more 
than 200 hours of non-network pro- 
grams, of which 38 hours are be- 
tween 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. 


KTLA Tint Retreat 


Hollywood, June 19. 

With hiatus of RCA Victor from 
sponsorship of weekly ‘Western 
Varieties” program, KTLA (TV) is 
cutting back its regularly-skedded 
colorcasts for the summer. 
mount-owned station is the only 
indie in town offering tintcasts, 
and will keep the chroma flag fly- 
ing during the summer with week- 
ly showings of color telefilm ‘Long 
John Silver” series. 

According to station topper 
Klaus Landsberg, “Varieties” will 
revert to black-and-white 
the summer, but will resume 
color next fall. 
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Never before has a 
tising agencies, 
Circuit Industry. 


not confuse 
... please!) 


(and do 
operation 





major, 
created specifically to serve the highly specialized needs of adver- 
producers, packagers, researchers and the Closed 

Never before has such a potent client-service-tool 
been developed to serve as an integral part of your organization ... 
TELESTUDIOS with 


A 13,000 SQ. FT. “BABY” 
_.. READY FOR ACTION! 


Here is the “baby” all Madison Avenue, 
all the industry has been waiting for. 


independent television studio 


any part-time 


school 


been 
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TELESTUDIOS — and only TELESTUDIOS 


Para- | 


| Korcad expects to do in the future 
during | 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


NBC's taking no chances that Steve Allen’s new Sunday night show 
will go unnoticed—or at least, unplugged. Allen planed to the Coast 
Saturday (16), following his Friday night “Tonight,” to Participate 
in the Bob Hope spectacular Sunday (17), then hung around for an- 
other day for appearances on “Matinee” and “Queen for a Day.” On 
his arrival in N. Y. today (Wed.), he’s to be met at Idlewild by the 
local flagship WRCA mobile radio unit for a Gotham spread on the 
early-morning “Pulse,” then rushes over to “Today” for a guest shot 
and makes appearances on the Ernie Kovacs and “Home” shows bien 
today. His Sunday nighter bows this weekend (24). , 

CBS Radio Affiliates Assn. will meet in its annual session with the 
network at the Pierre in N. Y. on Sept. 11 and 12, with the group 
slated to hold a closed meeting, a management session, a presentation 
of network plans and to hear addresses by CBS prez Frank Stanton 
and CBS Radio prexy Arthur Hull Hayes. 

Kenyon Brown of KWFT, Wichita Falls, board chairman of the of. 
filiates group, will helm the meeting, with F. C. Sowell, vice-chairm va 
of the board, heading up the convention arrangements. ‘ 


A new Radio and Television Bibliography has just been issued by 
the U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare. Prepared 
by Gertrude Broderick, radio-tv education specialist of the U. S. Office 
of Education, the 46-page pamphlet lists more than 500 voiumes pub- 
lised in the past decade, plus periodicals. 

Books are divided into the following sections—general (hisicrical 
socio-psychological, management, advertising and vocational): progeain 
techniques—writing, directing and producing; educational uses (auddjo- 
visual, radio and television); scripts and plays; technical aspects. There 
is another section iisting periodicals and one on general informatio, 
sources, 


ABC Radio is adding another segment to its “‘Mysterytime” 7:39 
p.m. strip, extending the stanza through Saturday. New 25-minute 
addition is “Unit 99,” a documentary of a California police crew in 
action. Show is an expansion of a five-minute capsule run by ABC 
in the old “New Sounds” pattern. . : 


NBC newscaster Alex Drier, along with his wife and Dwight Bische] 
a member of his staff, Jeft for a three-week visit to Russia and other 
Iron Curtain countries on Monday (18), accompanying a group of 
37 American business and industrial execs. Iron Curtain stops wil] in- 
clude Moscow, Leningrad, Prague, Warsaw and East Berlin, with 
Dreier planning to do live and taped radio broadcasts plus film in 
black-and-white and color, for which he’ll have a cameraman along 
with him. Jim Hurlbut is subbing Drier on his “Man on the Go” news 
show while John Holtman takes over Drier’s morning newscasts. 


The Educational Television and Radio Center is producing a series 
of 13 “Music for Young People” telefilms for né&Xt fall. Yehudi Menu- 
hin, veep of the organization, is commentator for the pilot, which was 
shown at the Museum of Modern Art auditorium last night (Tues.). ) 
Pix are half-hour long, and are being readied for educational show- 
anes, + ad on commercial outlets or through regular educational ty 
channels. 





+ 





lease deal and owns outright the 
Paramount short library via_ its 
purchase of UM&M TV Corp, 
which had purchased the library 
previously. It also has several 
Universal-International pictures, 
and of course is right in the middle 
of the Metro negotiations. 


Seoul 


Continued from page 21 





there) firms. These are all prod- 
ucts initially introduced by GI’s. 
Ostroff was here to 0.0. network 
kines (he says he’s already been of- 
fered a network affiliation) and 
U. S. telefilm stanzas, though he’s 
not decided any yet. What 





Nashville — Robert Reuschle is 
new veep and general manager of 
WLAC-TV, after year-long tenure 
in the top national sales slot of the 
station. 


on 


on HLKZ-TV is to program ap- 
proximately three hours daily of 
films, kines and local live shows. 
Station has a regulation 35 by 50- 
foot studio, with two cameras, in 
a building beside its transmitter. | 
As for U. S. picture exports to | 
Korea, they’ll be run off with sub- 
titles. Levenburg expects to reach 
the “substantial” American audi- 
ence there as well. 

In the three days it was on the 
air and turned Seoul ga-ga, station 
exposed an American half-hour 
film sample, and, for the live por- 
tions, a Korean ballet, a European 
opera by Koreans, live music 
played on the original ancient 
Korean instruments and_ several 
Korean political speeches (it was 
just prior national elections). 

To run a station any place in the 
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4 | Far East, operators must have sup- 
4| port and confidence of the govern- 
“) | ment. 
1 | Joseph Miller, 


HLKZ-TV has as prexy 
who is similarly top- 


per of Korcead, and T. Y. Whang 


- | as veep (he being an administrative 
t }notch lower than Levenburg), and, 
m™ | according their N, Y. associates, 
1 | these men have it. 


provides you with: 








| 729 7th Ave., Cor. 49th St. 
(New York) 


| 8,000 to 48,000 sq. ft. | 


| Air-Conditioned — May Divide 
| Now Occupied by Columbia Pictures 


HELMSLEY-SPEAR, INC. 


MU 7-6400 


@ a 13,000 sq. ft. television, closed circuit, kinescope 
and film studio. 

network quality video, audio, lighting and tape equip- 
ment—including 4 complete TV camera chains. 
production equipment and organization to produce a 
30-second commercial to an hour drama... on kine- 
scope or 35 mm film... in black and white or color. 

a full union staff of skilled, experienced TDs, camera- 
men, technicians, lighting directors, floor managers, 
stagehands, etc. — each one a top level, hand 
picked pro. 

@ rapid air check kinescoping. 

®@ a revolutionary new audience reaction testing service. 


See what TELESTUDIOS can do for 
you. Call WI 7-1408 and our Miss 


Mae will set up an appointment. 














Continued from page 3 === | 


solidated made-to-order to fill the i, E- 
bill should NTA get into the act. ~~ 

Third possibility. is the studio 
operation, which would continue as | 
a rental setup but would also ac- 
commodate new production under | 
the NTA banner. Company has in- 
dicated it intends to move into the 
national programming field with 
new telepix shows—if sold on a 
network basis—and it would shoot 
pilots there, and if sold, produce 
complete series. 

Should NTA get into the Repub- 
lic act—deemed a sure thing in au- 
thoritative circles if the Cantor, 
Fitzgerald deal goes through—it 
would mark the third major studio 
with which the fastgrowing tele- 
film firm is involved. It recently 
got 52 features from 20th-Fox on a 
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Historic Colonial house. Approxi- 
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W. 41 St., New York. 
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you from NTA... today! 





in marntarning a tradition of quality... 





































































































proudly present 52 outstanding 
feature films for television 


This Above All 
Tyrone Power, Joan Fontaine 
Footlight Serenade 
Betty Grable, John Payne 
Wing And A Prayer 
Don Ameche, Dana Andrews 


The Homestretch 
Cornel Wilde, Maureen O:Hara 
Daisy Kenyon 
Joan Crawford, Dana Andrews 


Foxes Of Harrow 
Rex Harrison, Maureen O'Hara 


The Ox-Bow Incident 
Henry Fonda, Dana Andrews 
How Green Was My Valley 
Walter Pidgeon, Maureen O’Hara 

Kiss Of Death 
Victor Mature,.Brian Donlevy 
House On 92nd Street 
Lloyd Nolan, William Eythe 


Centennial Summer 
Jeanne Crain, Cornel Wilde 


Hudson’s Bay 
Paul Muni, Gene Tierney 


N ational Telefilm Associates, inc. 60 West 55th Street, New York, N.Y. * Plaza 7-2100 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA MONTREAL, CANADA MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE BOSTON, MASS. MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
612 N. Michigan Avenve 8721 Sunset Bivd. 1434 St. Catherine St. 2605 Sterick Building Statler Hotel Office Building 1109 Currie Avenue 


Phone: Michigon 2-5561 Phone: Crestview 1-1191 Phone University 6-9495 Phone: Jackson 6-1565 Phone: Liberty 2-9633 Phone: Federal 8-7013 
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Television Chatter 





New York 


Helen Cotton’s “Operation Three 
R’s,” original about the air force 
during World War II (with only 
one woman in the cast), 
“U.S. Steel Hour” July 4... Bere- 
nice Weiler, production assistant 
on “Caesar’s Hour,” will be ad- 


vance director for Robert Q. Lewis’ | 


summer theatre package, ‘“What’s 
the Rush?” ... Ted Cappy set for 
his second season as choreographer 
on “Caesar’s Hour” Walter 
Cronkite spells Doug Edwards on 
his CBS-TV newscast for 
weeks starting June 25 

Faichney, associate producer 
CBS-TV’s ‘“‘Air Power,” 
Europe for more footage to wrap 
up the series . 
tor Mike Gargiulo back at work 
after surgery Jchn W. Wied- 
mer switches from the St. Louis 
office of CBS Television Film 
Sales to N.Y. as an account exec, 
with George Diederich, ex of 
KRCG-TV in Jefferson City, Mo., 
replacing him in St. Loo... Hank 
Sylvern tapped as conductor on 
“This Is Show Business,” a famil- 
iar chore since he conducted the 
original .. . “Ask the Camera” won 
a plaque from the N.Y. Catholic 
Youth Organization for its educa- 
tional service ... Windup show cf 
Guy Lombardo’s “Diamond 
lee” last night (Tues.) 


of 


mand Ring Co., which has provided 
the prizes on the show 
paraded the three models who are 
the cane in the 
“Queen of Diamonds” beauty con- 
test . WRCA-TV director Hugh 
McPhillips vacationing in 
hampton ... Virginia Vincent, cur- 
rently shooting a “Dr. 
vidpic on the Coast, appears in 
“Lux Video Theatre” tomorrow 
(Thurs.), then is slated for a “U.S. 
Steel Hour” production, ‘“‘The Part- 
ners,” in July . . Sam Levinson 
replaces Herb Shriner again for 
the summer on “Two for the 
Money” starting Saturday (23)... 
Claire Trevor planing in from the 
Coast to star in “Emergency Call” 
Sunday (24) on “General Electric 
Theatre” George Bassman, 
composer-conductor on ‘Produc- 
er’s Showcase,” signed by producer 
Nick Mayo to supply the incidental 
music for the upcoming legit ver- 
sion of F. Hugh Herbert’s “The 
Best House in Naples” Allen 
Swift doing the voices on Story- 
board’s animated commercial 
Uptown Root Beer . Van Fox, 
former director of the “Three 
Steps to Heaven” and “Golden 
Windows” soapers, continues as 
freelance director of the commer- 
cials on “Armstrong Circle Thea- 
tre,” with the blurbs to continue 
live though the show comprises 
kinescoped repeats 

Harry Belafonte, lately operated 
on for throat ailment, appearing 
Sunday (24) for Ed Sullivan 
“Matinee Theatre” director Lau- 
rence Schwab inked to do “Pipe- 
line to Danger,” segment in MCA’s 
“Soldiers of Fortune.” Vonne 
Godfrey into a “Matinee” part 
NBC-TV_ art director Seymour 
Klate hired by Bernard Schubert, 
who’s purchased a 15-acre lot in 


Thunderbird (Calif.); artist to lay- | 
vidfilm | 


out western village for 
production Leonard Levinson 
has five-minute comedy routine on 
his new “Complete Book of Low 
Calorie Cooking” which he “de- 
buts” on Garry Moore’s CBS-TV 
ayem show tomorrow (Thurs.) .. . 
Don Briggs does U.S. Steel “Mo- 
ment of Courage” tonight .. . Lor- 
etta Leversee into “Big Story” Fri- 
day (22) ... Claire Trevor is star- 


set for | 


three | 


planed to | 


.. WRCA-TV direc- | 


Jubi- | 
constituted | 
a repayment to Feature Lock Dia- | 


|Chasins collared Isaac 
West- | 


Hudson” | 


for | 


ring in next “GE Theatre” (Sun- 


| day)... Robert Drucker, of Trans- | 
| film’s 
taking over as boss of L.A. branch | 


Gotham production staff, 
.. . Company’s sales v.p., William 


Burnham, heading for Rermuda on 


yawl Figaro—participating in bi-, 
|ennial Bermuda Race for sailboats 


igs Allen B. DuMont Labs cele- 
brates Silver Anni this month. 
Les Zimmerman booking 


He handled bockings for 
the series 1953 through °55... 
John F. Antoniazzi, formerly with 


the management advisory staff of | 
Ji | Lybrand, Ross Bros. & Montgome- 
im | ry 


joined CBS Ine. as assistant 
management consultant under 
management consultant L. Byron 
Cherry . . 
in “Star 

(Thurs.) on 


Tonight” 


ABC-TV . Norman 


Brokenshire to announce the Nick | 


Kenny show on WABD Billy 
Nalle doing honky-tonk pianist role 
in tonight’s (Wed.) U.S. 
stanza.. 
ter on 
Morning” show, 
(Wed.) for a first 
trip to Mexico. 


“Good 
today 
anni 


Will Rogers Jr. 
leaving 
wedding 





Radio Followups 





Orchestral Capitals of the World 
Last Wednesday’s “Orchestral 


Sie bey nee of the World,” on WQXR, | 
be Bes 


company’s | 


was an enlightening, just 
short of fascinating, radio stanza. 
Station music director Abram 
Stern, the 


violinist, to appear and discuss his | 


recent concert tour of Russia. 
Stern, a musician with a gift for 
descriptive language, possessing 
extensive knowledge and charm, 
reacted expansively to Chasins’ 
broad questions. He explained his 
repertoire, such as why he chose 


| works from Aaron Copland to pres- 


ent to Russians, and spoke of 
Russian students, who for him 
have more success with instrumen- 
tal technique than with achieve- 
ment of the “poetic ideal.” He de- 
scribed the reaction of David Ois- 
trakh to America during a reverse 
lend-lease concert tour, and picked 
half a dozen incidental musical 
topics, including negative appraisal 
of the Russian’s instruments and 
a positive thought on their music 
education, to round out the 9:05 
to 10 p.m. taped stanza. As Stern 
reached three of his several con- 
versational climaxes, Chasins_ in- 
troduced music to further  illu- 
strate the point: as Stern finished 
telling of the impassioned reaction 
of USSR aficianados to Moart, a 
recording of Stern, playing ‘Violin 
Concerto in G” by Mozart, was 
aired. 

Stern fell short 
overwhelmingly the 
his choice expressions. It seems 
he was placed under certain re- 
straints in order to be diplomatic, 
and whenever he reached a point 
where he had begun to criticize 
Russia’s concert system, he edged 


of completely 


listener with 


out of it, either by qualifying him-| 


by entering 
Art, 


self as no expert, or 
upon contradictions. 


‘Behind the Iron Curtain’ 
This 15-minute public service 
show, heard Mondays at 9:15 p.m 
over the Mutual net, remains as 
fresh as the headlines from Soviet 
Europe, even though the show has 

been on the air for over a year. 
John Tobin, narrator and editor 
of the program, tries to mix humor, 
scorn and information into the 
program and on the whole he 


the | 
\“Arthur Murray Show” beginning | 
‘July 5. 


. Madge West featured | 
tomorrow'! 


Steel | 
. Barbara Walters, scrip- | 


j| succeeds. As caught last Mon. (18), 


| the program highlighted the plight 
|of a commuting Hungarian ref- 
|ugee, who finally made good his 
‘escape from his Sovietized home- 
land. It was a story worth telling. 

Other news segments dealt with 
'the rumbling of Czech university 
istudents against the regime, the 
|attempt in Eastern Europe to cor- 
ral religion behind the party, and 
a parliamentary protest in Albania. 
Although a good deal of the news 
carried on the program can be 
found in the daily newspapers, the 
show lends focus and attention to 
|Iron Curtain news which otherwise 
may be missed in the back-pages 
of the press. 

It is produced by William C. 
Driscoll, news director of Crusade 
for Freedom. 








Censorship 


Gun Continued from page 17 = 


aside. We want to avoid interfer- 
ing with the expression of ideas in 
| this field as in others which make 
television challenging. I think we 


es 


From the Production Centres — 


Continued from page 22 


last week . . . KSFO’s Bob Colvig is dickering for a new deejay sjo} 

with a couple of Frisco stations KGO newsman Sherm Bazell's 

a gone to work filing pre-GOP convention yarns from the Cow 
alace. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


U. S. Dept. of Agriculture gave its Distinguished Service award to 
radio pioneer James B. Hasselman, ex sportscaster, now director of jn. 
formation of USDA’s Commodity Stabilization Service ... WMAL-ARC 
tv account executive Ted McDowell upped to program and public 
service manager for station, replacing Charles Bishop, who resigned to 
become program manager of WSUN-TV, St. Petersburg... Patty Cavin 
WRC-NBC femmecaster, teed off a 6-week radio series this week sur. 
veying the military service problem as it affects every American family 
.. . Susanne Sherwood, WTOP-CBS radio public service dire*tor 
copped Service Merit Award of D. C. Optometric Association for }jor 
ecorts on behalf of capital's public service organizations WWDc 
has extended deadline for entries to the “Miss Washington” con:est 
which it is sponsoring, to June 30... FCC chairman George C. Mic. 
Connaughey was chief speaker past week at annual meeting of Mary- 
land-D. C. Radio and Television Broadcasters in Ocean City, Md. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Harry Dangerfield, 























— 
ee 





formerly with KDKA radio, has joined Jim 


ought to be able to defend such a | Baker’s Mode-Art Pictures outfit as a salesman. Dangerfield just ye. 


position provided the expressions | turned to Pittsburgh from San Diego, where he was commercial mana- 


of ideas pro and con on a con- 
| troversial matter among NBC pro- 


grams in genefral are in some sort} lished W. S. Walker outfit as 
of balance and provided said ideas | Dick Dreyfuss’ new Girl Friday at Channel 2. 
pro and con are obviously aimed | Dolsey, who resigned to go with Northwest Airlines . 


towards the happiest solution of 


the conflicts involved.” 

On cereberalism: Helffrich cites 
a recent speech by George F. Ken- 
/nan to the effect that American 


culture is often short-changed at 
home and misrepresented abroad, 
and that not only do we fail in 
some areas to show the world that 
we have a cultural life but that 
some people persistently work 
against even the expression of 
ideas and cultural values. All of 
which leads Helffrich to 
servation that “our (continuity ac- 
ceptance) editorial function is mis- 
guided if we preoccupy ourselves 
with elimination of questionable 
items and fail to replace same with 
positive contributions. It isn’t 
enough to be against something, 
you have to be for -something. 
Whether somebody puts his hands 


| Ser of XETV ... Chuck Reichbium, WJAS sportscaster, has opened 


|a ticket service bureau here for sports events and theatres ...G. Nor- 


|man Burk has abandoned his advertising agency to go with old estabe 


the ob- | 


veep ... Virginia Cutler is film editor 
She replaces Marion 
.. Ed King has 
| been reelected president of local chapter of AFTRA. Other officers 
|are: Ray Scott, vice-president; Gloria Abdou, secretary, and Paul Long, 
treasurer ... Bob and Irene Copfer, longtime nitery faves here with 
| their singing act, now have a weekly show on WICU-TV in Erie. Pa. 
... Ray Schneider, head announcer at WWSW, and his wife celebrated 
their 17th wedding anni .. . Bill Krough, national sales rep for KDKA- 
TV, will speak to McKeesport Rotary Club on the progress of ty 
June 28. 


IN DETROIT... 


Dave Garrett, of WJR, is the new president of the Detroit local of 
AFTRA. Other officers are Art Lazarow, WWJ, first veepee; Doug 
Wright, WWJ, second veepee; Bette Wright, freelance, recording secre- 
tary, and Terence O’Dell, CKLW, treasurer ... Ed McKenzie, WXYZ 
disk jockey, is suffering from kidney infection and has broadcast past 
several days from his bed... Bob White handles the latest news and 
weather each weekday morning and early afternoon on WJBK-TV .., 
Page Heldenbrand, formerly with the Hearst Promotion Enterprises 
of New York, has been named promotion manager for WXYZ 
and tv “Sermons from Science,” produced by the Moody 
Institute of Chicago, is new half-hour Sunday afternoon 
WJBK-TV. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS 





radio 
sible 
entry at 


in his pockets or not (a viewer ob- | 


jected to performers putting their 
hands in pockets) is pretty obvi- 
ously not our key problem.” 
Recalling the American Civil 
Liberties Union’s position against 
“all industry codes,” Helffrich re- 
marked that “the spirit of this at- 


titude hits me as more well intend- | 


ed than practical. The industry has 
to have some rules of thumb for 
moving in on patently 
material, racial 
rance toward the mentally and 
physically afflicted, etc. The real 
problem in codes comes when they 
are used negatively to 


after such uses with 
handlings of 


are followed 
no alternative 
stature.” 


Sea Hawk’ to Roll 


Hollywood, June 19. 
“The Sea Hawk,” Roland Reed- 
produced series starring 


salatious | 
stereotying, igno- | 


repress | 
artistic expressions of reality and | 


| radio 
any | 


Sandy Singer from KCRG, Cedar Rapids, joined WTCN tv and r: 
in disk jockey-announcer capacity . AS special sponsored events 
KEYD-TV televised Minneapolis-New York Giants and St. Paul-Bro 
lyn Dodgers exhibition baseball games in Twin Cities Despite tele- 
casts, former attracted a sellout 22,000 and latter 10,000 payees : 
Wes Fesler, former U. of Minnesota football coach, resigned as WDGY 
Radio vice president and sports director to join Investors Diversified 
Service as a salesman While Clint “Cheyenne” Walker was here 
for personal appearances on WTCN-TV, which telecasts ‘Warner Bros. 
Presents,” he visited youngsters at the Sister Kenny Institute for the 
treatment of polio. WCCO-TYV to take its second postcard election 
poll prior to Minnesota primaries Sept. 11. Its first accurately 
| predicted the outcome of last March’s presidential primaries in the 
| state. Same station last week originated a half-hour program in 
| connection with the national convention of the Society for the Preser- 
vation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America 

; KSTP-TV teeing off with new Friday half-hour talent show, 
“Musical Sketches” . New Pittsburgh, Pa., owners of KEYD-TV and 
who recently paid $1,500,000 for the entire property, closed 
deal for sale of audio end for $35,000 to local group headed by 
Robert N. Purcell, former KEYD-TV general manager, who, however, 
while assuming presidency post, will return to West coast to resume 
his former tv consultant occupation. Prior thereto he’ll visit New 
York to participate in deliberations of the Robert E. Sherwood Free- 
dom Awards committee of which he’s a member. 


K- 





O’Brien, will roll next week in Ber- | 


muda, using an airplane hangar 
converted into a vidfilm studio. 
|Both Reed and Guy Thayer JMUr., 
v. p. of the company, are produc- 
|ing the series. 

| “Hawk” will be distribbed by 
|MG@A-TV Film Syndication. 

















ZIV HAS THE HOT SHOWS! 


ZIV. TELEVISION PROGRAMS, INC. 


IN 2 STATION 


BIRMINGHAM 


beating Sid Cae- 
sar, Fireside The- 
atre, Medic, 
Danny Thomas & 
many others. 


PULSE—Feb. '56 


Cincinnati, Chicago, Hollywood, New York 


| days at 10:30 a.m. 


plified 


‘IN OMAHA ... 


George | 


U. of Nebraska educational tv station KUON-TV producer-director 
Ron Hull has begun learn-to-swim programs on Tuesdays and Thurs- 
Instructors are Mrs. Vietta Short and Mrs. Betty 
Davis . . . KOIL running a $30,000, “completely furnished dream- 
house contest,” in which listeners can win by identifying a mystery 
local personality. Entry blanks also include a spot whereby con- 
testants vote for their favorite KOIL d.j. (station has six), and winner 
of the spinners gets a week’s Las Vegas vacation . . . Lyle DeMoss, 
assistant general manager of WOW-TV, named secretary-treasurer of 


Omaha Better Business Bureau. 
TOUPEE ? 7 


Seidel 
If you have tried the rest, now try the BEST 


Continued from page 18 
The Jevnikar designed toupee is a modern 
miracle. 








+ 





in- 
less confusion in the adjust- 


ment of the hue and chroma con- 
trols. 


tuning device which 
volves 
Features the exclusive U.S. Patent 
No, 2233100, combining the use of the finest 
Plastic-tace-FRONT, with the hand work of 
specialists in the art of toupee making. 


use of 


Seidel said that in recent months 
there has been a “softness” in the 
television set market, but that it 
hasn’t affected RCA. He said that 
the first half of the year was up 
over the same period last year and 
that current third quarter orders 
are the greatest in RCA history. 
He predicted that with the new —— 
line and a massive ad campaign HOTEL | 


kicking off this summer, RCA 6 
CFAgonquin 


would garner the “‘lion’s share” of 
business in the industry. 
59 West 44th Street 
New York ®© MU 7-4400 
Preferred by people of the Theatre. -- 


If you wear a toupee you owe it to yourself 
to wear the latest Jevnikar patterned Plasti« 
lace-FRONT piece, Crew-cut if you wish. 


For further proof and information 
write or call 


JOHN E. JEVNIKAR 


Ninth-Chester Bldg. Cleveland 14, Ohio 




















Des Moines—Russ Van Dyke has 
been named director of news and 
public affairs for KRNT-TV and 











KRNT radio. 
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Roy faomson's 
imoitious Pian 


Edinburgh, June 19. 
world news service 


is 


A top 


planned by Roy Thomson, newspa- | 


per boss, for his indie tv station 
in Scotiand next year. General in- 
ternational news will be augmented 
by Scottish news, he said here. 

Accerding to Thomson, his tv 
programs will not be aimed as op- 
position to the British Broadcasting 
Corp. He will provide merely an 
aliernative program. 

New indie service is likely 
to provide a wider market fcr cre- 
ative artists in all the aits in Scot- 
land. 


xpiaining why he would use 
oriv 25° of Auld Lang Syne} 
talent, Thomson, who also. op- 


erates tv stations in Canada, said 
most top talent went to the big 
preduction centers. 

In America, he said, 78% orig- 
inated in New York, 13° in Holly- 
wood, ard only 9° from Chicago, 


Phi'adelyhia, Detroit, Cleveland | 
and a multitude of other large 
cities. 

The best of talent went to the 


place where there was most work 
and most theatres. The center of 
the entertainment business «in 
Britain was London. 

Thomson's first programs will 
feature artists and shows from the 


Aug.-Sept. 19 Edinburgh Inter- 
national Festival. i 


His linkup with Stewart Criuk- 
shank, boss of the Howard & Wynd- 
ham theatre group, will give him 
direct access to leading Scot stage 
performers concentrated for resi- 
dent shows with that firm. 

Award of the Scot commercial 
tv contract to Thompson means 
that, for the first time, a British 
tv project has been entrusted to 
a North American operator. For 
more than 25 years Thomson has 
owned five commercial radio sta- 
tions in Canada, and, for the past 
three years, has controlled two 

ynmercial tv stations as well. 

Seot contract has _ also 
awarded on a full seven-day basis. 


Thomson will be responsible for 
the full week’s output from the 
new transmitter. 

He plans to bring some of his | 
Canadian experts to Scotland to 
train new staff before teeing off 
the new service in August 1957. | 
Scot recruits will be sent to Can- 


ada for experience in tlie Thomson 


stations there. 








Miner, Liebman 


quumm continued from page 16 ——— 
. 


ents for next season, although | 
he’s tied to a firm NBC contract. 
Jaffe .& Jaffe have taken over 
Olesale the Monday night “Pro- 
icers’ Showcase” in which Coe 
had a hand season before last. 
and Miner has buttoned up the 
“Kaiser Alurminum flour” which 
‘aces Coe’s “Playwrights ’56’ 
the network. The abandonment 
the rotating trio producership 
0 leaves Max Liebman without 
ec commitments, although he’s 
ll got his new “Stanley” half- 


hour comedy series starring Buddy 
Hackett. As for Miner, he's tied 
up with the Kaiser show (in which 
he’s associated with George Rov 
Hill, Franklin Schaffner and 
Fielder Cook) and other packages. 

NBC's deci- 


Reason ascribed 
Miner-Liebman- 


n to drop the 
trio is that none of them had 


to 


ye up with anv properties 


the Friday serie Vieanwhile 
e Susskind’s Talent Associates 
come up with the preem 
ted for Oct. 5. at 8:30 
lie Jenkin hi d 
anhattan Towe1 the 
nd show, Nov. 10 and Showcase 
Productions has pencilled in Segal 


show 
10, 
his 


SeC- 


Lo 
wrapped up 


for 


ior the Ben Hecht-Charles Mac- 
Arthur “The Front Page,” with 
Fredric March and Gene Kelly 
Starred. Showcase, originally set 


to do the four Segal shows for the 
Friday venture, has now added 
four more properties for a total of 
eight. 

The 


TA entry is “A Man's 
Game,” 


r which tentatively has 
Nanette Fabray set for the lead 
as a lady pitcher. It’s a 
adaptation of the Robert Allan 
Aurthur comedy done originally on 
“Philco Playhouse,” with David 
Shaw adapting the book and Jack 


and Madeline Segal adding the 
music, 


= 


been | 


musical | 











—— Continued from pase 9 eee 


,tives of affiliating with ABC or) 


i going independent. 


| When Westinghouse bought 


| WPTZ from Philco, it paid $8,500,- | 


, 000 and at the time considered the 
NBC tie worth $5,000,000 of that. 
At the time, the NBC affiliation 
contract had six months to run, and 
| when the six months were up, NBC 
, did renew the contract. But five 
| months after that, McGannon stat- 
ed, NBC came to Westinghouse 
with its offer to buy the station. 
McGannon stated that the $3,000,- 
000 cash paid it by NBC along with 
the Cleveland station represented 
the difference in annual earnings 





five-year span, i.e., that the Phila- 


| 


| 


| 


between the two multiplied over a} 


de!phia station was earning $600,-. 


000 a year more than the Cleve- 
land outlet. 





Phoenix—Hugh Cherry, 
western Hayride,” 


Phoenix. o 


| WBTV-WBTW 
recent | by the Jefferson Standard Founda- 
m.c. for NBC's coast-to-coast “Mid-|tion, have been awarded to high 
has signed an} school 
exclusive contract with KTAR in! Statesville for study at State Col- 


Soviet Transmissions 
Blackout Scot Reception 
Of BBC-TV’s Programs 


Orkney, Scotland, June 12. 

Russian ‘experiments with tele- 
vision transmission are beginning 
to affect reception here of BBC-tv 
programs from London. 

Owners of tv sets in the islands 
say their pictures are being com- 
pletely obliterated by a fine mesh 
of bright lines, originating in Mos- 
cow. The obliteration happens 
from time to time. 

Viewers have, to date, been re- 
ceiving good pictures from the new 


BBC station at Old Meldrum, in 
Aberdeenshire, on the Scoitish 
mainland, 





Greensboro, N.C. — Two WBT- 
scholarships, given 
Asheville and 


seniors in 


l lege and the University of N.C. 


| 
| 
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CBS Radio's ‘Stand Pat Policy’ 








Dollar” quarier-hours at 9 and the , half-hours. 


public service strip at 9:30. 

Edgar Bergen looks sure to re- 
turn on Sunday nights: ditto Mitch 
Miller. “Our Miss Brooks” is in- 
definite, with Eve Arden due to 
report on her availability within a 
week. “Woolworth Hour’’ will be 
back, sponsored; the N. Y. Phil 
harmonic is set to return and so is 
the Philadelphia Orchestra. Other 
wise, however, the weekends are 
rather fluid and this is where most 
of the changes will come. 

Thus, the network is sticking by 
its policy of continuing as the only 


nighttime “entertainment” net- | 
work with top names, and it’s do 
ing so with the expectancy that 


some nighttime business is in the 
offing. Extent of the web's patience 
in this policy is the fact that “21st 
Precinct,” for example, has been 


'riding the sustaining lists for three 


years now, but there have been 
some nibbles in that show's di- 
irection, as well as others of the 





Continued from page 22 


| 


| 








Crosby is nearly sold; 
“A '’n’ A” are doing well; and the 
web feels that with a “road” policy 
for the Lewis show, the sponsor 
coin may finally start moving into 
the nighttime area. 

Lewis “roadshow policy,”” which 
hasn't been fully finalized yet, will 


involve his taking out the entire 
show for out-of-town originations, 
for sponsor, affiliate and promo- 


tional purposes. Trips will involve 
tie-ins with local charity affairs so 
that Lewis would do his Friday 
night show from the city selected, 
do his Saturday morning show from 
there also, and Saturday afternoon 
or evening do a show in the local 
auditorium for the charity. 


Wichita Falls George Craig 
has been appointed general man- 
ager here of KSYD. He was for- 
merly commercial manager here 
of KFDZ-TV. Craig will also be 
at the helm of a disk jockey show 
heard daily, “Coffee with Craig.” 











t to behold 


dollars.. 


The wav the spend mone 


are selling at a rate unmatched in 


retail sales have increased by 


. - , . . 
Vin Washineton these days 1S 


j 
Washingtonians are buying and retailers 


the ¢ apital’s history. 


In the last five years, metropolitan Washington's annual 


half a billion 


more than 


.an increase bigger than the total retail sales of 
Richmond, Salt Lake City or Charlotte today. Last year 
alone, Washington retailers’ sales were $177 million greater 
than for the previous year! . 


Advertisers are wide awake to Washington’s buying boom 


WRG AN oWRG 


j 8, LEADERSHIP STATIONS IN WASHINGTON, D. C. 


WR¢ | WRC-TV, Washi 
In five vears, local and pot 
their total billines 55°, on WR 
on WRC-TYV. The trend 


—> 


IN RETAIL SALES © 


alert in thr lection 





continues 


d trible 


cit : "1 
/ their b Hines 


This year, adver- 


tisers have increased their first-quarter investment on both 


WRC and WRC-TYV substantially over last year! 


To bag the biggest sales in the great and growing Wash- 


ington market, more and more advertisers are going with 


the biggest guns in Washington's selling boom... 


... SOLD BY 
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IiaBurp Gun scores bull’s-eye on Mickey Mouse Club! 










ke Club proves biggest gun in Mattel, Inc., arsenal! 





ittel, Inc., hits its target with Mickey Mouse Club! 


isgub moves 900,000 to shell out for Mattel, Inc., toy! 


laf, Inc., finds Mickey Mouse Club as hot as a pistol! 





Mattel, Inc., introduced its toy Burp Gun in March Mattel’s product and timing were right. So was its 
55... and it sold steadily. Then, in October, Mattel choice of the Mickey Mouse Club... the program 
put the toy on ABC-TV’s Mickey Mouse Club. that reaches more homes and viewers than any other 
| By November 1, normally the last minute for daytime program, more kids than any program 
! | , IS this ' Christmas reordering, the Burp Gun had been shown (except Disneyland), more adults than all but 8 of 
on the Club just four times. At the end of November, the 25 top adult daytime programs. And it reaches 
retailer reorders were still swamping Mattel. By them at a cost per thousand of 68 cents per commercial 
December 15, Mattel had sold almost a million Burp minute — less than any other show, day or night. As 
Guns—just about a cool 4 million dollars’ worth! Mattel, Inc., will tell you, this show is a buy! 
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Sarnoff Gives Senators Lesson 











solution.” The best prospect for 
expanding the medium, he suggest- 
ed, is “effective use” 


12 VHF channels. 
Favors Maximum Competition 
NBC, said, favors a multi- 
plicity stations “because that 
would maximum compeil- 


he 
of 
permit 


tion at both the station level and | 


the network level. It would also 


provide additional outlets for other | 


program sources, without disrupt- 


ing the values of the present serv- | 


ice. And it would assure the public 
the widest possible range of pro- 
gram choices. 

Regulation of networks, which is 
proposed in a bill by Sen. Bricker, 
said Sarnoff, would upset 
whole delicate balance of network 


advertising, affiliation relationship | 


and service to the public. 
Charges of “exorbitant profits” 
by NBC set forth in the Bricker 
report, Sarnoff said, are “not in 
accordance with economic 
ties.” 
that in its first eight years (from 
1947 through 1954) the NBC tv 
network had a cumulative loss of 
over $4,000,000. Not until 1955 did | 
the web achieve a cumulative prof- 
it, which amounted to $2,315,000. 
This, he said, 
half of 1°) of cumulative net sales 
for nine years of operation. 
NBC’s owned and 
stations, he 


testified, were in the 


red during the first three years of | 
their operations and its UHF sta- | 


tion in Buffalo is now in the red. 
In the last six years, he said, the | 
VHF stations have contributed sub- 
stantially to NBC profits. 

“But all of these station profits,” 
he asserted, “have been plowed 
back into the business—to develop 
our network service during the 
many years it was in the red, and 
to pioneer in color broadcasting 
both network color and with the 
first all-color tv station—our Chi- 
cago station.” 

Sarnoff said NBC 
over $80,000,000 over the next five 
years for capital costs. For color 
networking alone, he pointed out, 
about $13,000,000 has been author- 
ized in the past several months. 

Illustrating the “risks of the 
business,” Sarnoff submitted fig- 
ures showing that in 1952 almost 
$100,000,000 in sales produced less 
than $500,000 in profits and in 1953 
over $110,000,000 in sales brought 
no profit at all. 

To illustrate the scope of its op- 


has projected 


Continued from page 19 


Congress and the FCC “take af- | 
firmative steps to bring about its | 


of the 70) 
ultra high channels as well as the. 


“the | 


reali- | 
He submitted data showing | 


operated tv | 














TEXACO STAR THEATRE 
SATURDAY NIGHT—N.B.C. 





Mgt.: William Morris Agency 














erations, Sarnoff noted that NBC’s 
tv network presents about 6,500 
different programs a year, serves 
about 200 statinns from coast to 
coast and deals with over 200 ad- 
vertisers. 

“Networking,” he said, 
bines a show business enterprise 
' with a communications service to 
‘the public, 
_vertising base. Its product 


perishable product. Every 


'not be stockpiled for later sale. 
And when it is not sold, the net- 
| work not only loses the revenue, 
| but also has to bear the cost of 
ithe program, since it undertakes 
‘to provide a continuing service.” 
Refuting claims that program 
production is profitable for a net- 
| work, Sarnoff testified that NBC's 
|'commeércial shows in 1955 actually 
' cost $8,500,000 more than was re- 
ceived from the advertisers. Add- 
|ing expenses of furnishing a pro- 
gram service, such as cost of sus- 
‘taining shows, program staff and 
program development, he said the 
web's “total unrecovered program 
cost” last year was $24,000,000. 


TA Cries ‘Raid’ 











was less than one- | 


| and thus to be performed by IBEW 


Continued from page 25 


crafts. 

However, Herb Aller, biz agent 
of IATSE Cameramen’s Local 659, 
| challenged IBEW’s “unethical and 
| scabbing practices” in entering the 
| field. AFL exee council will meet 
shortly in Washington, he declared, 
and the Electrician's “raiding tac- 
tics” will be discussed, Aller de- 
|clared. Aller dismissed the “King- 
dom” series, produced by Master 
Key and Emperor Productions for 
Jack Douglas and Col. 
as a “specialized subject on nature 
study,” but went on to attack 
IBEW in blistering terms. 

“The I[ATSE 
fear of the 


John Craig, 


has never had any 
IBEW because the 
IBEW never negotiates for decent 
wages and conditions,” he com- 
mented. “Their entire program 
has always been one of short crew, 
low wages and anything possible 
'that they could do to get into the 
picture business. Their record in 
the radio and tv stations is an 
abominable one and this entire 
move is predicated upon an idea 
whereby they might have a selling 
point to those men in the radio and 
tv stations who are very unhappy 
with representation by the IBEW. 
“In 1933, when they scabbed on 
the IATSE, they lowered the wage 
rates from 40 to 60°. in order to 
get a contract when the going rates 
had already been established for 
sound men This just a plain 
case of unionism reverse,” he 
asserted. 
“ Inte 
Valsh is 
IBEW ” situation 
Whatever action is 
concluded 
IBEW's dacs — to a let- 


1S 
in 


tichard 
of the 
ill take 


ary,” he 


rnational 
being 


prexy 
informed 
and 


necess 


Definition 


Washington, June 19. 

What is and what isn’t an 
educational program depends 
on many things and the cate- 
gories under which _ public 
service and other iype shows 
are classified are ‘‘misleading,” 
CBS prexy Frank Stanton o.- 





“com- | 


and it rests on an ad-| 
is p-0- | 
' gramming, and it is an extremely 
week | 
that a time period goes unsold is a | 
| week that is gone forever; it can- | 


Everyone 





DECISION-MAKERS WHO DIRECT 


NATIONWIDE BUSINESS 


EXPANSION ARE 


AS A BASIC 


ARLES TISINS 


MEDIUM 


LAWRENCE L. MACK, THE PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER OF 
SLENDERELLA INTERNATIONAL, PULLS NO PUNCHES WHEN 


HE DESCRIBES SPOT'S ROLE 


IN HIS BUSINESS: 


“WE'VE FOUND THAT SPOT RADIO IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE 
MEDIUM TO BUILD OUR SERVICE, 


MARKET BY MARKET. WE'RE LIVING 


SPOT SALES 


ON OUR SUCCESS WITH SPOTI" 


served during testimony last 
week before the Senate Inter- 
state Commerce Committee. 

For instance, Stanton said, 
“Omnibus” would not quatify 
as an educational program yet 
contained much that was edu- 
eational. “And I think the 
‘$64,000 Question’,” he added, 
“taught the average man more 
about taxes than anything 
else.” 








ter from the Electrician’s prexy, 
Gordon M. Freeman, which re- 
peated that the union has no inter- 
est in film made for theatrical re- 
lease, except for 
struction work.” 
However, the letter added that 





———, 
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Kinter: Gov't Creates Monopoly 








competitive stations can be estab- | 


lished in the larger markets.” 

Pointing out that only 26 cities | 
have at least three VHF channel 
assignments and that 32 of the top | 
markets have. only two, Kintner 
said it is “abundantly clear” what 
troubles the tv business. “It is tue 
inability to have equal access to 
a substantial portion of the popu- 
jation of the country.” 

‘Like Wiping out Pittsburgh’ 


From the viewpoint of ABC, the 


| youngest of the networks, Kintner 


| Pennsylvania 


testified, “this is the equivalent of 
running for office in the state of 
with the entire 


Pittsburgh population being able | 
_to vote for your opponent, but no’ 


“electrical con- | 


one being able to vote tor you.” 


Declaring that “too many sta- 
tion monopolies in individual mar- 


| kets have been permitted to con- | 


| tinue,”’ 


IBEW has a long history in the tv | 


' recording field and “we do not pro- 


pose to retreat from this field, but 
will vigorously defend our posi- 
tion, our members and their con- 
tracting employers from any quar- 
ter trom which any or all may be 
attacked.” 

“Neither will we engage in any 
negotiations to ‘trade away’ our 


| members or their work jurisdiction 
. (Our member's) pioneering his- | 
the field has estabiished | 


tory in 
our position in the field.” 


JWT Nixes Waiters 


Continued from page 21 











it only fair to point out that our 
clients are televising twice as many 
| games this year as in past years. 
involved in this 
had equal opportunity to buy 
television rights. 

“We gambled and our clients put 
their money on the lire, Apparent- 
ly they didn’t wish to gamble.” 

Thompson has the Ford Dealers 
account, co-sponsors of exclusive 
telecasts of Cincy ball club games 
with Hudepohl beer, local. Ran 
West of Stockton, West & Burk- 
hart, agency rep for the brewery, 
said his firm backs up the Thomp- 
son stand. 

Only a part 
games were 
schedule is aired by 
Burger Beer, sponsor 

Four weeks ago 
nixed by NBC-TV in 
for a switch of Steve Allen’s show 
from WLW-T, which carries it kine 
a week old and an hour later than 
the originating time. His offer to 
carry “Tonight” live on WCPO-TV 
followed a poll which showed view- 
ers almost unanimous in favor of 
the regular schedule for “Tonight.” 


NBG. TV Daytime 


=m Continued from page 18 


of the 
televised. 


Redlegs’ 
The full 
WSAI tor 
for 15 years. 
Watters was 
his attempt 





new lease on life. “Romances,” 
rently in the 4:15-4:30 
the-board vitches to 
July with Sterling 
\ug. 2. The change 
allows “Queen for 
pand to 45 minutes, 
4:30-5 to 4 to 4:45, 

“Queen” further recipient 
of the new daytime business, with 
Lehn & Fink buying into the near- 
SRO stanza with 20 alternate-week 
quarter-hours (Tuesdays, 4:15 to 
4:30) starting Aug. 7 Cosmetic 
house is al buying 13 alternate- 
week | in th new 
“It Could 
the afternoon, 
ment starting 
Fink spread 


cur- 
CToSsS- 
4:45-5 on 
moving in 
in time period 
a Day” to ex- 
switching from 


slot 


is a 


SO 


quarter ours e 


aS 
Varas package, 


Ralph Ed 
Be You” earlier in 
the Tuesday 12:15 se 
Oct 2 i Le ith 
will run to $500,000. 

Also involved in 
cate the 


& Co 


ntire & 
the new busi- 
poultry divi- 

which ear- 
“Today” and 
15 participa- 


ness 
yn 
lier | 
now 
tions 
one a 


Pory 
Armour 
bought into 
has picked up 
in “Matinee,” at the rate of 
week for 15 weeks, a total 
, outlay of $150,000. On the renewal 
| side, Standard Brands signed a 52- 
| weeker for its Tuesday 
| Friday quarter-hours on “Tennes- 
see Ernie,” thus contributing an 
additional $1,800,000 to the pot, 


1S 
of 


ad 


SA 





Minneapolis — KEYD-TV, the 
Minneapolis independent, moves 
from Avery-Knodel to Branham. 
Change in reps is already effective. | 
Station, which recently. changed 
ownership hands, was with 





jreps until last January. 


H-R | 


Kintner said that ABC) 
“would welcome” not only taree 
but for or five stations in the top 


| markets. 


| they could only do with an end of 


know 





| tional program competition.” 


“We would welcome additional 
interests entering the network | 
business, which, in our judgment, 


station scarcity,’ ic said. “We! 
that the emergence of ABC | 
as a strong force in the tv pro- 
gramming business has served ithe | 
public interest by giving viewers 
a greater freedom of choice. We 
also know that it has aided the 
advertising business ... by giving 
advertisers a greater freedom of 


| choice, and it has aided NBC and 


CBS by providing then: ‘,.th addi- 


Noting the rise in ABC gross, 
time billings from $1,392,000 in 


| 1949 to $51,369,000 last year, Kint- | 


|ner predicted that sales this year | 
| will be “substantially” higher than 


matter | 
the 


|itan Opera productions, 


}ers and of advertising agencies, 
| that 


| duced 


and | 


| 


i 


in 1955. 

For the 1956-57 season, he said, 
ABC has developed 11 new pro- 
grams it hopes to have in its week- 
ly schedule, plus a group of spe- 
cial shows including two Metropol- 
six Thea- 
ballet per- 

documen- 


tre Guild 
formances 
taries. 
“ABC has the capital,” he said. 
“We hope we have the knowhow; 
We know we have the support of 
the public, of our primary affili- 
ates, of large and smail advertis- 
So 
next two years we 
achieve competitive 
NBC and CBS, pro- 
Government action 
end the scarcity of 


two 
three 


plays, 


and 


over the 
feel we can 
equality with 
vided that 
taken to 
stations.” 
Regarding 
works unduly 
ming, Kintner 


1S 


tv 


charges that  net- 

control program- 
pointed out that of 
the programs broadcast last year 
by ABC-TV only 13% were pro- 
by the network. Approxi- 
mately 36% came from indie film 
producers and 31% by indie pack- 
agers of live shows. The remain- 
der came from affiliated stations 
and advertising agencies. 

Kintner said that ‘no 
or company has sufficient 
ability to produce 
rectly more than a 
tage of the needed programming.” 
The network, he_ testified, wel- 
comes programs from all sources. 

Under questioning by Sen. 
Charles E. Potter (R-Mich.), Kint- 
ner said ABC does no editorializ- 
ing on the air but is trying to work 


network 
creative 
and supply di- 
small percen- 


Continued from page 19 


|result ‘ 


| lowed,” 
|'me the power to editorialize over 


| deal 


; on 


, $40,000 
and columnist’s stipend 








out a format whereby opposing 
viewpoints can be presented 


Sen, Potter said that editoria}iz. 


/ing on networks puts great power 


in the hands of a few and might 
‘in the very thing you don't 
want—Federal reguiation.’ 

- hat’ s the reason we're holding 
back,” Kintner replied. 

“T don’t think it should be 
Sen, Potter asserted. ‘‘( 


1 
di- 


rive 


the three neiworks and I'll contro| 
the thinking of the country.” 


Wincaell 


Continued from page 18 — 








Winchell, while Music Corp. of 
America set the deal for Sullivan. 

As originally presented by the 
Morris office, Winchell Would have 
opposed Sullivan on Sundays, but 
this idea was dropped in favor of 
a show on Friday nights. Win- 


_chell’s CBS opposition at that time 


will be the “Zane Grey Theatre.” 
Agencies involved in the Winchell] 
are Lennen & Newell for 
Lerillard and North for Toni 
Winchell will remain at his mike 
his Sunday evening news 
program on Mutual. New deal 


| with Winchell is still to be signed, 
'but no hitch is anticipated. Over- 


all production and talent costs of 
includes Winchell’s take, 
will de- 
pend upon the cost of other ele- 


ments on the show. 








KNXT Boss 


Continued from page 21 


ming operation on the Coast but 
will sit in also on program planning 
as well. For George, the KNXT 
post is a return of the native bit, 
since he started with CBS on the 
sales staff of sister station KNX, 
moving to N. Y. in 1949 as the 
tion’s eastern rep, switching 
Spot Sales in 1952 and becon 
general manager in 1954. Schr 
der has been with Spot Sales s 
1950 and has been both midw 
ern and eastern sales manage! 

In connection with the George 
appointment, it’s interesting to 
note that three of the four CBS- 
TV o&o0 managers are out of Spot 
Sales. George had succeeded Sam 
Cook Digges, presently manager of 
N. Y. flagship, WCBS-TV, 5.5. 
general manager. Edmund Bunker, 
gm. of WXIX in Milwaukee, is a’so 
from Spot Sales. @nly WBBM-TV 
in Chicago, with Leslie Atlass at 
the helm, hasn’t that Spot 
alumni touch. 


Sta- 
to 
wee 
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iCli- 
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Sales 








I take this occasion to express my 
gratitude for the continuing confi 
dence placed in me by my cus: 
tomers and friends in show business. 


JESSE BLOCK 


Registered Representative 
IRA HAUPT & CO. 
Investment Brokers 
501 7th Ave., New York 18, N. Y. 
LOongacre 5-6262 
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T “BIG TOP” 


CBS-TV — 6th Year 


and “STAND UP 


AND BE COUNTED” 
CBS-TV 


Management: 
FRANK COOPER ASSOCIATES 
New York, Hollywood 
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Cor White Columns “ou 


The new home of Atlanta's WSB and WSB-TV 











Wazhen you visit Atlanta, one of the new and out- 
standing attractions is “White Columns.” The build- 
ing of Southern Classic architecture stands on a 
historic site overlooking Peachtree Street. The struc- 
ture encloses 40,000 square feet ‘in area and stands 
in 16 acres of landscaped and protected woods. 


“White Columns” is more than a building, more 
than a new.and efficient home for broadcasting, how- 
ever. It is a civic asset to Atlanta, to Georgia, and 

9 





wsb rwadio and wsb-tw 


erslaip is twa. 

















the South—and a credit to radio and television 
throughout the nation. 


‘The Voice of the South” and “The Eyes of the 
South” have striven always to operate in the Public 
Interest. These new facilities are a reflection of our 
belief in the same high principles that have guided 
the destiny of WSB since 1922. 


Come soon and visit with us at “White Columns.” 





NBC Affiliate ¢ Represented by Edward Petry & Co., Inc. ¢ Affiliated with The Atlanta Journal and Constitution 
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tant, the show had less of his wit 
and more talk about music, so that | 
it emerged much like any other | 
ordinary panel show. 

It added up to a disappointing, 
lacklustre affair with the verbal 
gems of Levant’s, which made 
“Words” such a talked-about show. 
noticeable by their absence. Lev- 
ant’s material wasn’t too sharp | 
Saturday night, and he even re- 
prised some he had used on the 
previous version of “Words.” 

The self-styled neurotic selected 
a panel comprised of distaffers— 
Janet Lake, Elena Verdugo, Eva 
Gabor, and Diahann Carroll—and 
there were times when they bested 
the quipster. Still, Elsa Lanchester 
was missed. Miss Gabor was par- 
ticularly sharp and amusing and 
would be a good regular for the 
show. Levant, who is assistant to 
producer Arthur Freed at Metro, 
plugged several of the studio’s pix; 
his plug for “Bhowani Junction” 
had not even the remotest connec- 
tion with anyone on the panel. 


Composers interviewed were 
Sonny Burke, David Raksin and 
Andy Razaf and the new tunes 
they had introed weren’t distin- 
guished. Levant took far more in- 
terest in his interviews than in his 
gags, and it slowed up the show, 
which was badly in need of a 
brisk, fast tempo. Baxter Ward 
was Okay with the little he had to 
do as straightman for Levant. 

Page Cavanaugh Trio is again 
with the show, backstopping, and 
handled their chores well. Vocals 
were by Eileen Christy and Bert 
Convy, both okay. Miss Carroll, 
the panelist, sang several songs, 
all but the first at Levant’s in- 
sistence, and she didn’t seem too 
happy at his persistence, although 
she sang very well. 

Terrance Carpet Co. is bankroll- | 
ing the show, Daku. 





HOWDY DOODY SHOW 
With Bob Smith, Clarabell, 
Producer: Roger Muir 
Director: Bob Hultgren 
Writers: William Gilbert, 
Weinstock 
30 Mins., Sat.; 10 a.m. 
CONTINENTAL BAKING 
NBC-TV, from New York 
(Ted Bates) 
Long a top moppet _— show.) 
“Howdy Doody” of late has been 
taking a trimming from ABC-TV’s 
“Mickey Mouse Club.” Hence, 
“Doody” and sundry other resi- 
dents of Doodyville have been with- | 
drawn from the 5:30 to 6 p.m.| 
NBC-TV_ cross-the-board slot and 
are now installed in a half-hour 
berth Saturday mornings at 10) 
a.m., where the competition is less | 
severe, 
For the Saturday presentations | 
“Doody” continues with the same! 
familiar characters—Buffalo Bob! 
Smith, Clarabell the Clown, Flub-| 
a-Dub, Dilly Dally et al. But an 
effort has been made to inject new 
interest in the program via use of | 
“Gumby,” an animated film char- 
acter made of clay who roams 
about a toy shop. This has ob- 
vious moppet appeal. In addition, | 
the Saturday (16) inaugural made} 
liberal use of a “wish’ll that looks | 
like a whistle.” 
The ‘‘wish’ll,” an 
which has the faculty 
one’s wish come true, 
by Smith to good effect. 
aespite the attempt at 
touch, “Howdy Doody” 
basically the same _ noisy 
show it’s always been 


| 
| 
others 
| 


Jack | 


instrument 
of making! 
was used 
However, 
a fresh 
still is 
puppet | 
and ring-| 


master Bob Smith is still the same} atomic-powered — allowing enor-| 


j 
who 


away 


emcee 
carry 


glib, 
antly 


garrulous 


tries to his! 


| attached to a shoulder yoke on the | 


| accident. 








youthful viewers into an atmos-| 
phere of make believe. 
“Doody’s” overall format can) 
and does snare the _ three-to-six- 
year-olds. But it’s rather wear- 
ing on the seven to 10-year-olds 
whose mental horizons demand 
something more_ constructive. 
Sure, portions of the show—such 
as the animated “Gumby”—will| 
hold their interest but they won't} 
stay glued before the home screen 
for the whole half-hour. Current 
bankroller, incidentally, is Wonder 
Bread and Hostess Cake. ‘The 
plugs were tasty. Gilb. 


PROFILE 
Producer: Michael Hind-Smith 
30 Mins., Sun. (10); 10 p.m, 


| Was 


tion, outlined his health theory, 
which he said had roused some in- 
terest among leading biochemists. 


The former lieutenant-governor 
of Nova Scotia and onetime presi- 
dent of Curtiss-Reed Aircraft Ltd. 
an excellent subject. His 
strong Scottish face occasionally 
broke into a smile as he was ably 
interviewed by ‘another Scot, Nor- 
man Campbell of the Ottawa Citi- 
zen. Balding but almost unwrin- 
kled, he looked about 50, and 
smoked a cigaret in the living 
room where interviewed; Producer 
Michael Hind-Smith wisely re- 
frained from moving his personal- 
ity-rich subject around — letting 
anecdotes, pictures and souvenirs 
break up the historical recollec- 
tions. Lighting was standout. 

Gard. 


TREASURE CHEST 
With Dick Nesbitt, Jim Hutton, 





CBC-TV, from Oitawa 

The man who sent the world’s | 
first wireless message from a plane | 
—above New York in 1910—pro- | 
vided an absorbing half-hour 
Canadian Broadcasting 
weekly “Profile.” It’s a recently- | 
born network show, emanating 
from various centres, this being 
the first from the Canadian capital. 

John Alexander Douglas McCur- 
dy, 70 in August and also the first 
man in the British Empire to fly | 


a plane, vividly recalled his first | 


flight—in February, 1909. Tele-' 
phone inventor Alexander Graham | 
Bell, another Nova Scotian, headed | 
the Aerial Experiment Assn, along | 
with famous Glen H. Curtiss; a} 
U.S. Army lieutenant; a man} 
named Baldwin; and McCurdy. 
They tried to get the Wright Bros., 
who had flown a few years earlier, | 
to collaborate, but were refused; | 
so they had to start from scratch. 

Bell called his planes “aero- | 
dromes,” and in the first four; 
months they built four, ali of) 
which flew. McCurdy full-screened | 
a photo of Bell sitting in the first | 
plane, trying to figure out how to| 
balance it. They finally put rud- | 
ders on the wingtips, with wires | 
pilot—predecessor to the aileron, | 
with the joystick as a step be- 
tween, 

First 
feet 


flight 
and 39 


at 60 
which, 


was %4 mile 
m.p.h.—after 


| McCurdy recalled, Mrs. Bell (who | 
| personally 
| tion) 
| raspberry 


the associa- 
them sandwiches and 
vinegar, a tart Mari- 
times cordial. Then they all 
signed a book now in the National 
Geographical Museum, Washing- 
ton, D.C, 
After 
biplane 
flew in 


financed 
fed 


winning an international 
championship, McCurdy | 
1910, for a $10,000 prize 


| offered ‘by the Cuban government, | 
| from 


Key West to Havana, 100} 
miles. U.S. Navy stationed 10 de-} 
stroyers, 10 miles apart, in case of 
Amusedly, he recalled 
flying over the _ shark-infested | 
ocean with instruments consi 
of an Ingersoll dollar watch 
a 35-cent compass. 

Just arriving at Havana, the Sil- 
ver Dart did a dive, landing safe- 
ly on the ocean, and was towed to 
shore. That night McCurdy went 


eting 
Dates 


and | 


| to Havana Opera House and up on | 
| stage to receive the prize from the 


President of Cuba. “When I opened | 
the red-and-green-sealed envelope, 
back in my box with the U.S. Min- 
ister,” he recalled, “I found, in- 
stead of a check, a piece of torn 
newspaper. I never saw the check, 
Since it was a prize, nothing could 
be done about it, so I wrote it off | 
as presumably an old Spanish 
custom.” 
McCurdy 
15-20 years 


predicted that within 
most planes will be 


fires because there’ll be no 









































BOB RUSSELL 


HOST - MODERATOR 


“STAND UP AND 
BE COUNTED” 


CBS-TV 
1:10-1:30 P.M. 


Mon. thru Fri. 
Management: 


FRANK COOPER ASSOCIATES 
New York, Hollywood 














on | 
Corp.’s | 


in- | 


Joan Smith 
Producer: Ken Barry 
Director: Bob Sears 
60 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 11 a.m. 
Participating 
KSTP-TV, Minneapolis 

Judging by the sample caught, 
producer-creator Ken Barry has 
evolved in “Treasure Chest” a 
participation show which provides 
considerable fun for a_ sizable 
studio audience and also undoubt- 
edly possesses airlane lure and 
entertainment value. 


In these days of . $64,000 and 
higher prizes, the silver dollars 
handed out to contestants in com- 
paratively moderate amounts are 
not the show’s principal attraction. 
Its chief pulling power probably 
is the chance it affords to spend 
a pleasant hour playing games that 
engender enjoyment for viewers 
as well as participants. It’s like 
a party. 

For those sitting at home watch- 
ing the didoes on their living 
room screens there’s the human 
interest evolving as studio audience 
members face the camera and are 
interviewed and play the games, 
peop'e usually being interesting 
and sometimes funny. 
home watcher is registered 
may be called by 
one of the games in absentia and 
win some treasure chest cash. 

A decided asset for ‘‘Treasure 
Chest” is the zest, enthusiasm, 
friendliness and glibness of Dick 
Nesbitt and Jim Hutton who 
terview, conduct the games, 


she 


Games_ included 
puzzie pieces, pinning the tail on 
a painted donkey while 
folded, naming tunes played 
background music well, 
quizzes, guessing weights and iden- 


tifying a mystery voice from vari- | 


ous clues. The emcees choose at 
random from the registration cards 
the games’ players and also wander 


|tkrough the audience to pass out 


dollars while and 
quizzing. 

Bob Sears’ able direction is 
evident in the swift pacing and 


skillful caméra panning. Rees. 


interviewing 
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THE 64,000 QUESTION 

With Jerry Desmonde, moderator 
Designer: Tom Lingwood 
Director: Colin Clews 

Producer: John Irwin 

30 Mins., Sun. (3) 7:45 p.m. 

ATV, from London 

| In actual prize money, this Brit- 
ish version of the American quiz 
game yields a maximum of about 
7% of the U.S. potential, but by 


vali-| mous speeds and eliminating crash | jocai standards this is a substantial 


inducement to make it a top attrac- 
| tion. Instead of dollars the prize is 
|made up in units of sixpence (seven 
| cents) and the top would yield 
'$4,480, plus a 10° bonus if the 
|prize were taken in National Sav- 
ings Certificates instead of cash. 

To some extent, 
mers appear to be 


the event. The questions are in 


the personal custody of Ex-Detec- | 
tive Superintendent Fabian of the | 


Yard, who solemnly gave an assur- 


ance that the contents were known | 
to no other persons on the panel. | 


The answers were compiled by 
| Encyclopaedia Britannica. Further, 
|there’s a sound proof panel to 
| which contestants were sent when 
they reached the 8,000 question 
($560), adding a further touch of 
drama. 

In the program caught, a young 
woman reached the 8,000 mark on 
history, but one fell at the 8,000 
hurdle on horse racing. Another 
contestant made an _ impressive 
start by answering questions on 
boxing. 

Despite the difference in prize 
money, the rules are modelled on 
the American original. Partici- 
pants who go on beyond the 500 
mark are guaranteed their basic 
prize ($34, plus 50 Savings Certifi- 





Also, if the | 


phone to play | 


in- | 
dis- | 
tribute the dollars and uncork gags. | 
unscrambling | 


blind- | 
by. | 
organist Joan Smith who supplies | 
various | 


the program- | 
overawed by | 


| of the later hurdles. So tar none 
of the contestants has dropped out 
by choice. Jerry Desmonde was 
an adequate question master, but 
‘spent too much time on irrelevant 
chit-chat. Myro. 


YAKITY-YAK 
| With Therese Burton, Rosemary 

Stewart, Shirley Ann Fie!d, Shir- 

ley Burniston; McDonald Hobley, 
| moderator 
Producer: John Irwin 
|25 Mins., Sun, (3), 7.35 p.m. 

ATV, London 

Panel games are traditionally 
| designed to divert and not to stim- 
julate. ‘“Yakity-Yak,” a _ British 
effort, conceived by Michael Pert- 
wee and Leslie Goldberg, proved 
to be even less demanding and less 
stimulating than any of the pro- 
grams imported from across the 
Atlantic. 

The formula is a simple one and 
clearly has possibilities. They have 
a panel of four girls chosen more 
for their looks than grey matter, 
who have to give spontaneous an- 
swers to viewers’ questions. A 
typical example from the program 
reviewed was the definition of 
“gutta - percha.” The majority 
opinion among the panel was that 
this described a Persian who was 
down and out and, therefore, in 
the gutter. That being typical of 
| the general level and the amuse- 
/ment evaporated very quickly. 

In its present format, the pro- 
gram was just a means of allowing 
four girls to make rather silly 
exhibitions of themselves. But, 
possibly, the idea could be trans- 
formed into something worthwhile. 
The show has been mooted as a 
possible export to the U.S., but 
would need substantial overhaul to 
make the grade. McDonald Hobley, 
ex BBC and on loan from ABC-TV, 
coped with a straightforward em- 
;ceeing chore. Myro. 














Tele Followup 


— 
yarn primarily. Fact that the cen- 
tral character wears a collar seems 
‘to be .secondary in this episode. 
“Crossroads” is making its way 
through adventure aspects, like so 
many other filmed skeins. 


Down You Go 
“Down You Go,” a reliable panel 
quiz show, switched to NBC-TV 
from its previous ABC-TV berthing 


|ing “Big Surprise” stanza. Happily, 
that’s been the only change. 


Show remains a bright and like- |} 


able 30-minute affair guided by 
Dr. Bergen Evans’ keen hosting. 
|He’s got an affable manner and 


| steers the panelists along an ap- | 


pealing palaver route. This sea- 
son’s panel, which tries to guess 
the letters which spell out phrases, 
| Parks, Jimmy Nelson and a guest. 
Opening show’s guester was Robin 
| Morgan who worked like a pro 
panelist. The regulars know the 
| game backwards and move through 


ithe quizzer with ease giving it all 
|a friendly parlor atmosphere. 


Big- 
gest credit, however, still goes to 


bond Evans who has an intelligent, | 
| 


but not pedantic, approach to the 
} game at hand. 

| Tab for the series is split 
tween Speidel and Purex. Gros. 


Let’s Take a Trip 

Flanagan and Ginger 
moppet regulars on 
“Let’s 


| ‘“‘Pud” 
MacManus, 
| CBS-TV’s 


| Sunday (17). 
| show’s h 


| 


|Ebbets Field headquarters. 
| sides chatting with various players, 


for some ball-tessing with the ma- 
jor leaguers. 


panion, Sonny Fox, were escorted 
|}around the field, into the Dodger 
room and into the 
| office of the Dodger manager Walt 
| Alston 
pee of the Dodger 
Thompson handled his 
chore affably while the 
spotlighted also chimed in nicely. 


| locker 


hosting 


trio were okay, but for most of the 
program’s youthful follower’s it 
was probably a case of wishing 
they were there. Jess. 





former director of publicity for the 
WFIL stations, has been named 
assistant director of news and 
special events. Hyland, who had 
been in the publicity post since 
1952, will now work with Gunnar 
Back, stations news director. 





| . F 
flammable fuel. He also, to a ques-!cates) if they should fall at one | ° ° 
Latinos in N.Y. Prefer 


‘Spanish Playhouse’ To 
Gobel or ‘Gunsmoke’ 


A Pulse survey of the Spanish. 
speaking video homes in the N. y, 
area indicates that the native-lingo 
|telecasts by WATV, Newark, are 
growing in popularity. Against the 
Saturday night “Gunsmoke” and 
| George Gobel, Latino features won 
handily at 10 p. m. And at 8, 
'against Jackie Gleason, it ran a 
' very close second. 

“Spanish Playhouse” garnered 

27 on Pulse, while “Gunsmoke” hit 
6.7 and Gobel a_ 7.7. Score 
showed a wider disparity among 
|Spanish homescreeners when the 
‘feature went past 28 against “Da- 
‘mon Runyon Theatre” at 10:30, 
|Pic got a 16.3 vs. Gleason’s 17. 
; There are 900,000 Spanish-speak. 
|ing people in the met area, but an- 
|other important WATV coverage 
|area are the 500,0000 Italian-lan- 
| guage folks. On a weekday aver- 
;age, WATV’s ayem Italo stanza 
| Taps closest competish, Arthur 
|Godfrey, 9.4 to 8.4 at 10.30 and 
'9.8 to 8.0 at 11:15, picking ratings 
|} at random. 


CBC-TV Gets $12,000,000 
To Help Meet Deficit 


Ottawa, June 19. 
Federal supplementary estimates 
for 1956-57 show a government 
grant of $12,000,000 to help meet 
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Jose. | 


| Munich, June 12. 
| The 


Saturday (16) to spell the summer- | 


{consists of Arthur Treacher, Hildy | 


be- | 


Take a Trip,” | 
| were probably the envy of most of | 
their viewing contemporaries last | 
The kids spent the} 
alf-hour running time rub- | 
bing elbows with members of the} 
| Brooklyn Dodgers at the ga ed 
e- 


Pud and Ginger also got a chance | 
The juves and their adult com- | 


private | 


by Fresco Thompson, vee- | 
organization. | 


players | 


Questions asked by the visiting | 


Philadelphia—John J. Hyland, 


a forecast deficit in Canadian 


| Broadcasting Corp. television. This 


will bring CBC revenue from the 
| government to around $35,000,006, 
| still below the previously-men- 
tioned probable cost for CBC-TV 
of $40,000,000 for the current fiscal 
year. 

CBC gets $17,000,000 from the 
Jan.-announced main estimates, de- 
‘rived from a 15% sales tax on 
| television receivers, and a statutory 
grant of $6,250,000 for radio opera- 
tions of the corporation. 

Com’ r 
om’l TV for Bavaria 
Bavarian television station 
in Munich, headed by Dr. Clemens 
Muenster, will start a commercial 
program in October, the first one 

in Western Gerthany. 

Unlike the American setup, tele- 
vision will take a special hour, be- 
tween 7 and 7:30 p.m. every day, 
for this program and will not 
spend the gained money for own 
purposes but for cultural aims. 

Main reason for organizing a 
commercial program is the intense 
|interest of private industry. With 
ithe growing number of tv spec- 
'tators (by the end of 1956 there 
| will be about 1,000,000 sets) in- 
|terest has been heightened. Some 
| firms even tried to get special 
| licenses for private tv stations, but 
|were refused until now by the 
| Federal Post Department which is 
lin charge. 





WHUM-TV NAMES MAGEE 

Reading, Pa., June 19. 
Appointment of Robert G. Magee 
| aS general manager of WHUM and 
| WHUM-TV, replacing H. J. Greig, 
president and general manager, re- 
| signed, was announced by Paul A. 
Flickinger, secretary of the East- 
ern Radio Corp. 

Magee was formerly v.p. and 
general manager of WHUM and 
owned 18° of stock of Eastern 
Radio Corp. 


FOR SALE 
OCEAN FRONT BUNGALOW 


BREEZY POINT, L. I. 
45 Minutes from Broadway 


Ideal for anyone who must be in Town 
on short notice. Studio L.R., complete 
Elec. Kitchen with Snack Bar, Bath 
(stall shower), Hot Water, Telephone, 
Large Porch all around. Adjoins Re- 
stricted Beach Club. Owner 


CHAS. B. TRITSCHLER 
166 Montague St., B’kiyn MAin 4-7500 
EVERY DAY 


ON EVERY CHANNEL (Tv) 


BROOKS 
3 COSTUMES 


3 West étst St., N.Y.C.- Tel. PL. 7-5800 
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(MMEDIACY RADIO'S 
BIRTHRIGHT’: HAYES 


Detroit, June 19. 

Arthur Hull Hayes, CBS radio 
prexy, said radio was coming back 
pigger and better than ever with 
the average daytime CBS listening 
audience up 8% over last year. 
More people are spending more 
time listening to radio than at any 


time since the advent of tv, he de-| 


elared. 

The most important asset of 
radio, Hayes said, is its immediacy. 
“Immediacy is radio’s birthright. 
There is no other media as im- 
mediate as radio. The old idea that 
‘it'll be on the radio’ was one of 
the radio’s great selling points and 


CBS is striving to give listeners | 
first-hand accounts of an event as | 


jit happens. 

“Radio can and must do a real 
job or reporting, breaking into and 
even cancelling programs if the 
news is important enough. The 
public has a right to be informed 
and it must not be made to wait.” 

In Detroit to receive an honorary 
doctor of laws degree from his 
alma mater, the U. of Detroit. 


Rome’s TV Center 


Rome, June 19. 
Rome is to have its televi:_on 
center, a “Teleciita’” as counter- 
part to the film industry’s local 
Cinecitta Studio setup. A site has 
peen chosen, and RAI-TV, the gov- 





ernment-subsidized Italo Radio-TV | 


net, is currently drawing up plans 
for its “Television City,’ which 
will combine all sectors of the 


Jocal tv setup, now distributed in | 


various areas of the city. 

Present plans call for erection 
of the new telecenter in the Monte 
Mario area west of Rome, where 
RAI-TV has purchased some 42,000 
sq. ft. of land. Center should be 
completed in two years time. 

Italo telenet, currently centered 
‘around transmitters in Rome, 
Milan, Turin and Naples, plays to 
roughly 270,000 sets. 





PETRY’S WGN TIE 
Chicago, June 19. 
WGN and WGN-TV will be rep- 
ped on the Coast by Edward Petry 
& Co., starting July 1. 
The midwest area will be cov- 
ered by the stations’ local sales 


staffs, and the east coast by the} 


outlets’ N. Y. office. 





Greensboro, N.C.— Allen Wan- 
namaker, vice president of North 
Carolina Broadcasting Co. 
general manager of the company’s 
Greensboro, N.C. radio station, 
WBIG, will head the Advertising 
Club of Greensboro during the 
next year. 


WHIN-TV- 


CHANNEL 13 
IT'S A SELLER’S MARKET, 
but we can give you 


the BIGGEST BUY yer! 


TIME: Now, while we're still new... 
with rates set to offer low cost per im- 
Pression . . , Choice availabilities are 
still open. 

PLACE: Huntington — Ashland — Charles- 
ton and Portsmouth Markets. The rich, 
Prosperous, tri-state area of more than 
1,250,000 population conservatively meas- 
ured from mail responses. 


SCENE: WHTN-TV with the largest trans- 
mitting antenna in the world . . . 316,000 
Watts of power for maximum effective 
Coverage . . . a built-in audience of more 
than 200,000 sets . . . popular basic ABC 
network programs, outstanding local live 
Shows and top-notch films. 

ACTION: Get on our “bandwagon” and 
&1-0-w with us! After only one month of 
maximum power, Channel 13 showed 


36.8% audience increase over the first 
audience report. 


CALL US: Huntington, West Virginia, 
JAckson 5-7661, or our representatives: 
Edward Petry & Co., Inc. 




















and, 














WANTED 
FILM SALESMAN 


Must have good contacts with 
egencies ordering TY Commercials. 


FIORE FILMS 
Jersey City HE 2-4474 























Ben Fox 
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available to answer the sponsor’s 
question of where do we go from 
here. Fox said that upon his return 
to N. Y. tomorrow (21) from a 
short midwest trip, he expects to 
finalize the deal on “Forest Rang- 
'ers,” which he wrote in conjunc- 
|}tion with Tom Blackburn, head 
| script writer for Walt Disney Pro- 
|ductions whose latest credit is 
| ‘Westward Ho, the Wagons.” 
Speaking about the economics of 
a syndicated vs. a network half- 
| hour film teevee series, Fox main- 





} 
| 


ket for a national syndication se- 
ries is from $28,000 to $30,000 per 
Show. He said that the figure is 
| dictated by the fact that the cost 
| of distribution is from three to 
| four times higher for national syn- 
| dication shows as compared to a 
| single-sponsored network _ series. 
Explaining further, he pointed out 
| that the sales distribution commis- 
| Sion for syndication shows runs 
from 35% to 40% of the gross, 
while the commission is 10% for 





a single-sponsored network series. | 
higher | 
single-sponsored net | 
same | 


These’ factors’ allow 
| budgets for 
series, Fox stated. At the 
|time, the producer for the syndi- 
| cation market must use all his in- 
| genuity through pre-planning and 
‘other devices, to compete with 
| higher budgeted network shows, 


| Fox concluded. 








| John Coburn Turner 








| Continued from page 18 —— 


_burn had been spotted as a comer. 
\It was in the heyday of American 
| Pacifism and Coburn was among 
|the young men forming the sar- 
_donically-prophetic Veterans. of 
'Future Wars. The group was wide- 
ly publicized and the March of 
| Time newsreel devoted one-half an 
issue to it. 

He started in 1942 as a CBS 
| writer and when the Division of 
Program Writing was created there 
by Douglas Coulter, Coburn and Al- 
| bert Perkins, now managing editor 
|of American Magazine, became the 
| first senior editors under Director 
Robert J. Landry. During the war 
year scrambling for talent, both 
Perkins and Turner were raided, 
Turner becoming script editor at the 
| American network, nee the Blue. 
|There he developed his longtime 
association with Robert 
who was later to be his superior 
at the Ford Foundation. 


| 


| Latterly as administrator of “Om- 





|nibus’”’ Coburn dealt with a wide | 


|array of entertainers and _ intel- | 
|lectuals and occupied a unique 
| niche. 

Betimes Turner was employed 


for the quiz show packagers Good- 
son & Todman where his famili- 
arity with script editing was not- 
ably widened. He had ‘following 
his Princeton days been an assist- 
ant to the political columnist 
Marquis Childs and it is significant 
that one of his top credits at ABC 
was the radio version of John 
Hershey’s ‘‘Hiroshima” report. 

Married twice, 
vived by his wife Renee Turner 
and a six-year-old daughter of the 
earlier union. A _ brother in Los 
Angeles, the family home town, 
and a sister also survive. — 











mos 


| Trans-Lux 
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duced in Italy, in addition to two 
other series. Meanwhile, Leo 
Brody, formerly with U.M. & M.- 


TV Corp.,:has joined Trans-Lux as | 


assistant to Richard Carlton, v.p. 
|in charge of sales. 

In anticipation of the expanded 
sales effort, Trans-Lux will open 
| at least. six offices in the U. S., 
| with the first of these offices 
planned for Chicago and Los An- 
geles. Present plans call for 
Trans-Lux Distributing Co., the 
theatrical film firm, and Trans-Lux 
Television Corp. to share all fa- 
cilities, although each will main- 
tain its own sales force, 





Cleveland—Maurice McMurray 
of the Storer Broadcasting Co.’s 
mat snal sales office, has been 
named national account executive 
of WJW-TV, Cleveland. This is in 
addition to his present assignment 
in the same capacity for WJBK- 
TV, Detroit. 





'tained that the maximum budget | 
that can be supported by the mar- | 


Saudek | 


Coburn is sur- | 


90-Minute ‘Gunsmoke’ 


Hollywood, June 19. 

CBS-TV is preparing 90-minute 
film versions of “Gunsmoke” and 
“Cavalry Patrol,? based on the 
half-hour vidfilms, for the net- 
work’s new ‘Playhouse 90” series. 

First to go will be “Patrol,” still 
|in the selling stage for next sea- 
'son on the half-hour version. It 
'will be shot on location at Kanab, 
| Utah, in August with “Gunsmoke” 
to follow. 

Both are produced by 
|Marquis Warren. 








| 
| 


Charles 





Bloomington Prefers 
TV in Half-Hr. Form, 
Ind. U. Study Shows 


Bloomington, Ind., June 19. 

A higher percentage of teevee 
viewers in this college town of 
28,000 prefer tv programming of 
half-hour lengths than those sam- 
pled in New York, according to a 
survey conducted by the Indiana 
U. Radio and Television Service. 

The survey, based on a random 
telephone sampling of 1,000 Bloom- 
ington residents, dealt with pro- 
| gram length tastes which were cor- 
related to a similar survey con- 
ducted in New York by Pulse. Pro- 
gram lengths were broken down in 
the following categories: half- 
hour, one hour and one-and-a-half 
hours for the following types of 
shows: drama, feature films, com- 
edy, variety, mystery, and quiz 
programs. 

It was found that big town and 
small town program length tastes 
followed the same general pattern, 
but not in the same proportion, 
with a greater percentage of Bloom- 
j}ington viewers favoring the half- 
hour length of program in all cate- 
| Sories. The exception to that gen- 
/eral conclusion was in the feature 
film category, in which 23.7% o 
| those interviewed in Bloomington 
|expressed a preference to see half- 
hour versions of full-length movies. 
| However, this exception was judged 
to stem from a confusion among 
|Bloomington viewers as to what 
| was meant by a feature film on tv, 
|with the belief held that many 
Bloomington viewers thought the 
term meant a filmed show made 
especially for video. 

In the drama _ category, the 
|Bloomington audience preferred 
ithe one-half hour drama approxi- 
| mately twice as much as the New 
York audience, with the difference 
being made up by a lesser interest 
jin the one hour and 90-minute va- 
riety program. In the drama sec- 
tion, the relative tables show that 
37° of the Bloomington respond- 
'ents favored the half-hour length 
as compared to the 18.8% in New 
York, while 51.4% of the Bloom 
ington respondents preferred 60- 
minute dramas to New York’s 
63.5%. A smaller percentage in 
both cities expressed a prefer- 
ence for dramas of 90 minutes. In 
the comedy category, the majority 
of viewers in both cities expressed 
a preference for half-hour lengths, 
{and in the area of variety pro- 
grams, the majority in both cities 
favored 60-minute shows. In the 
mystery and quiz program cate- 
gories, the majority in both cities 
held out for half-hour length pro- 
grams. 











Cutrate for Politicos 


Boston, June 19. 

Polificos will get lower rates on 
WNAC-TV despite a general in- 
| crease in rates for all advertisers 
on Channel 7 which became ef- 
fective June 1, George W. Steffy. 
veep, announced. For the 1956 
campaigns, local can- 





election 
didates will get the advantage -of 
WNAC-TV’s rate card No. 3 rates, 
while other local and national ad- 


vertisers are now on rate card 
| No. 9. 
| Special politico rate, in effect 


through Election Day, Nov. 6, is the 
same rate as that in effect for ad- 
vertisers back in November, 1955. 





Memphis — Jay Black, program 
director WHHM, Memphis indie, 
announced several new changes in 
station operation. John (Sleepy- 
Eyed) Lepley, w.k. southern. hill- 
billy platter pusher, has exited to 
take over a post with KLOS, Al- 
buquerque, N.M. Other changes 
are Keith Sherriff, moving from 
Sstation’s sales staff to head up 
production and publicity chores 
under Black, while Chad Lassiter 
slides into Lepley slot. 





—— 


Version for ‘Playhouse’ 














with 11 new entries, CBS next with 


|10 and ABC with five. There are 
still holes to be filled and this pic- 
ture can change. Also, programs 
_ tentatively scheduled for the fall, 
i like “CBS Cartoon Theatre,” may 
|not make it all the way. On the 
|film vs. live aspect, the celluloid 





26 New TV Shows 


Continued from page 21 








| the Walter Winchell variety show 
|}at 8:30 and “On Trial’ at 9:30. 
Saturday: It’s CBS all the way, 
with “Buccaneer” at 7:30, the re- 
| suscitated Gleason hour at 8, ‘“‘Su- 
| sannah” at 9 and “Jeannie” at 9:30. 
| ABC is stet with NBC moving Sid 
Caesar into the 9 to 10 segment. 


‘has it, with 14 of the 26 shows! 


| slated for film. CBS tops the list 


with six, NBC has five, ABC has | 


| three vidpixers. As to the distribu- 
}among the two 
about even. 


Breakdown 


Night-by-night, the new shows 
| stack up this way: 
| Sunday: “Circus Boy” and the 
| “Steve Allen” show are new at 7:30 
‘and 8 on NEC. Same web must fill 


ithe 7 p.m. half-hour, but other- | 


| wise nothing’s new. CBS is stand- 
| pat all the way. ABC has “Omni- 
| bus” shifting over, but no new 
| shows, but still must fill the 8:30 
| half-hour. 

| Monday: NBC again, with “Sir 
| Launcelot” and “Stanley” in at 8 to 
9. ABC has “Bold Journey” at 7:30 
and Lawrence Welk at 9:30 for an 
hour, with Danny Thomas and 
| Bishop Sheen switching from other 
days. CBS again is- stet. 


Bolger shows in at 8 to 9, and the 
alternate-week “Kaiser Hour” at 
S:30. CBS has the new 
hour at 8:30. Nothing new at ABC. 
|; though General Electric is yet to 
choose a show for 9. 

Wednesday: This is ABC’s stand- 
pat night. CBS has the tentative 
“Cartoon Theatre” at 7:30. NBC 
‘has “Hiram Holiday” at 8 and 
; *Twenty-One” at 10:30. 

Thursday: It’s one apiece—NBC 
i} has Tennessee Ernie at 9:30, CBS 
| has “Playhouse 90” also at 9:30 
'and ABC “Wire Service” at 9. 





| ABC. Columbia has “West Point” 
land “Zane Grey” at 8 to 9, with 

R. J. Reynolds-Colgate still to-fill 
|}at 9; ABC has “Bowie” at 8 and 
|**Treasure Chest” at 9 with Ster- 
| ling still to fill at 9:30. NBC has 


| tion of various program categories | 
major webs, it’s; 


Tuesday: NBC has 16 live Ray. 


Shriner | 


Friday: A big one for CBS and} 











No D. C. Action 


——_ Continued from page 19 








—- 
-er’s rough barrage of questioning, 
‘mainly on the theme that nets 
should bé regulated for the same 
public interest reasons that sta- 
tions are licensed. With his unob- 
trusive, straightforward manner, 
the youngest of the network presi- 
denis impressed senators with his 
behavior under fire. Sarnoff re- 
fused to be nettled by Bricker’s 
remark: “You know very well the 
networks have life and death pow- 
er over the affiliates.” Sarnoff ex- 
plained simply that the relation- 
ship is give and take, that each 
needs the other, that difficulties 
that arise are discussed and ironed 
/out to mutual satisfaction. 

However, Bricker objected to 
Sarnoff alluding to charges in the 
| Bricker monopoly report as “at- 
tacks” on netwo-k operations. The 
| report was merely “a criticism,” 
‘the Senator said. (The report 
charged NBC and CBS with hav- 
ing “an economic. stranglehold” 
over the tv industry). Sarnoff didn’t 
care to argue the point. 

While most of the questioning by 
committee counsel Kenneth Cox on 
network practices and = arrange- 
ments with affiliates was easily an- 
swered, the lineup of network 
brass who accompanied Stanton, 
Sarnoff and Kintner attested to tne 
impact of the testimony by Rich- 
ard Moore of KTTV in Los An- 
geles. It was Moore’s blast against 
time option and ‘‘must buy” agree- 
ments before the committee last 
March which set off the current 
phase of the hearings. 











PIKE ° 


The 7th 
WHITE 
FESTIVAL of 
July Sth 


FESTIVAL «. 
for the enjoyment 
their friends... 
the annual interchange 


art of success. Prominent 
7 Arts 


will be presented (at 


NCE MORE — for the 7th summer—THE 
festive, entertaining days 


and Tarleton’s neighbors. It’s 
from those who've made a success of art and an 


poets and playwrights, producers and . 
painters, those of the theatre and radio and tele- 

vision, men of thought and men of letters—all 

least one each day) at 
convenient hours, out-of-doors on the quadrangle 

or in the theatre of the Lake Tarleton Club. 





“TARLETON 


NEW 


HAMPSHIRE 


annual 


MOUNTAINS’ 


the 7 ARTS 
to 18th 


of Tarleton’s Guests, 
of views and reviews 


men and women of the 





‘TED COTT 
Exec. Vice-Pres. DuMont Television 
NORMAN COUSINS 
Author; Editor, “Saturday Review” 
EVERETT WALKER 
Sunday Editor, N. Y. Herald Tribune 
DOROTHY GORDON 
Moderator, Y. Times 
“Youth Forums” 
VIRGINIA GRAHAM 
Commentator, “‘Today,” WRCA 
BARRY GRAY 
Commentator; Columnist 
THOMAS J. HAMILTON 
Chief, U. N. Press Bureau, N. Y 
CLAIRE LUCE 
Theatre Reflections 
LEON PEARSON 
NBC Critic-at-Large; Commentator 
HORACE SUTTON 
“Saturday Review” Travel Editor; Author 


Times 


Those of the 7 Arts 


Hon. LANE DWINELL 
Governor of New Hampshire 
WILLIAM ADLER * 
Director, Special Events, WABD 
Dr. LESTER COLEMAN 
Author, “Freedom from Fear” 
JOHNSON E. FAIRCHILD 
Director. Cooper Union Forums, 
N. &. © 
MARTY GLICKMAN 
Sports Commentator 
MARK GOODSON 
TV Producer, ““What’s My Line?” et al 
JIMMY JEMAIL 
“Inquiring Reporter,” N. Y 
RICHARD JOSEPH 
Author; Travel Editor, “Esquire” 
HAL LEHRMAN 
Foreign Correspondent; Author 
Prof. ARTHUR R. UPGREN 
Dean, Tuck School, Dartmouth 


News 








More of the Arts 
ARNOLD EIDUS, Conducting 
Television’s WABC Symphonietta 
“HOLIDAY FOR STRINGS” 


BEA WAIN — TOMMY FURTADO 
ANDRE BARUCH, Narrator 
IRENE HAWTHORNE, Former Premier Danseuse, Met, Opera 
MOZART CHAMBER STRING ENSEMBLE 





YOUR HOSTS, THE 
Information: 





JACK GOLBERT, Director 
HERBERT W. HILL, Conferencier 


FAMILY JACOBS 
FL 7-7632 
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Sammy Davis Jr.: ‘“Five’’-“You're 
Sensational” (Decca). Sammy Davis 
Jv. has a crackerjack material in 
“Five,” a number with an offbeat 
lyric which should attract jock 
attention. Davis belts it with his 
usual authority. He also does a 
fine job on “You're Sensational,” 
one of the Cole Porter tunes from 
the MGM pic, “High Society.” 


Joni James: “Give Us This Day”- | 


“How Lucky You Are” (MGM). A 
tasteful religioso entry, “Give Us 
This Day” could bring Joni James 
back to the hit lists. It’s a well 
written tune which she handles 
sensitively. 


“How Lucky You,Are”’ 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 








garb with Margo carrying the main 
vocalizing assignment. 

Bernadine Read: “My Guy’- 
“Would You” (ABC-Paramount). 
“My Guy” passes over much-trav- 
elled territory, but it’s okay for the 
genre and Bernadine Read delivers 
it for maximum results with an 
open-voiced style. “Would You” is 
}a jump rhythm number with fair 
chances, 

David Broekman Orch: “Theme 
From Wide, Wide World”-“‘Samba 
of the Orchids” (RCA Victor). The 
theme of the NBC-TV show, “Wide, 
Wide World,” is an excellent instru- 
mental which could make it even 








Best 


SAMMY DAVIS JR. 
(Decca) 

JONI JAMES 
(MGM ) 

HUGO WINTERHALTER ORCH 
(RCA Victor) 


Bets 


.. GIVE US THIS DAY 
. How Lucky You Are 

CANADIAN SUNSET 
This Is Real 








is also an excellent side, a romantic 
ballad with a good idea. 

Hugo Winterhalter Orch: ‘“Cana- 
dian Sunset”-“This Is Real” (RCA- | 
Victor). “Canadian Sunset” is an 
aitractive instrumental based on a 
simple melodic line which Hugo 
Winterhalter has dressed up in 
swinging style. Eddie Heywood, | 
composer of the tune, handles the 
piano solo neatly. “This is Real,” 
from the French film, 
Montez,” is an okay ballad which 
gets a rich choral and instrumental 
workover here. 

Dean Martin: “I'm Gonna Steal! | 
You Away”-"“Street of Love” “Cap- | 
jiol). Dean Martin could ride) 
“Steal You Away” to the top. It’s 
a slick tune with a clever lyric and 
catching beat and Martin handles 
it savvily assisted by a firstrate 
background by Dick Stabile. 
is a routine Continental-flavored 
entry. 

Johnny Desmond: 
I Love You’-“The 
(Coral). “I Only 
You,” 


Ones” 
I Love 


Proud 
Know 


lyric and that becomes inexplicable 
in view of the firstrate English 
lyric that’s unveiled only at 
finish. Johnny Desmond handles 
both lingos smoothly. “The* Proud 
Ones,” title song from the 
Fox film, is an interesting entry 
with an esprit de corps peg. 
Eddie Albert & Margo: “Mi 
Amor’’-“You Belong To My Heart” 
(Kapp). “Mi Amor” is a charming 
ballad with a Spanish accent that 
Eddie Albert projects convincingls 
with some echo assists from 
wife Margo. The 
flip also is dressed up in | Hispano 


“Lola 1(C olumbia). 


| to the 
|gospel singer is effective on “An 
|Evening Prayer,” 
| tional item in the religioso groeve. 
Flip { 
j}ing’-“Zing Went 


“I Only Know | 


is delivered for the first half | 
of this disk with its original Italian | 


the | 
{sides rate 


20th- | 


his | 
standard on the} 


{though some jocks might be reluc- 
tant to plug another show and 
another network. It’s a lush, ro- 
mantic tune batoned on this platter 
| by the composer with Lois Winter 
|contributing a soprano part to the 
| arrangement. The samba tune on 
i the flip is a racing, colorful entry 
with considerable appeal. 

Mahalia Jackson: ‘Round The 
Rainbow"-“An Evening Prayer” 
Mahalia Jackson runs 


| through her whole gamut of vocal | ¥ 
a 
‘cut overseas, 


tricks on “Round The Rainbow,’ 
fine tune with a racial tolerance 





| originally 
| longer run and a possible move up-' 





‘pic Still a To 


‘Littlest Revue’ Despite 
Off-Broadway Fold 


Despite the fold of “The Littlest 
Revue” at the off-Broadway Phoe- 
nix Theatre last Sunday (17), Epic 
Records is going to push its orig- 
inal cast album set. Revue closed 
after a four-week Stay. It had | 
been scheduled for a: 


town. 


tended play platter culled from 
the original cast package for disk 
jockey exposure, 
sent to deejays around the coun- 
try in time for the album release 
June 25. 

Album features Charlotte Rae, 
Larry Storch, Tammy Grimes and 
Joel Gray among others. Tunes 
are mostly by Ogden Nash 
Vernon Duke. Frank Music is pub- 
lishing. 


DONEGAN DISKING OK’D 





IN U.S. FOR MERC RIDE: 


“Slap That 


Lonnie Donegan, the Irish hill- 
billy singer, has been given the 
greenlight to record in the U. S. 
Donegan, who’s on his debut in- 
person trek here, will etch for Mer- 


| 


The EP will bes 


and | 





cury Records. 

Okay for the U. S. sessions was 
given by Dennis Preston, Done- 
gan’s manager in England. Singer | 
is pacted to the Nixa label there, 
which is affiliated with Merc for 
U. S. release. Donegan is current- 
y on the market with a coupling 

“Lost John” and “Stewball” on 
a. Mere label. Both sides were 
The singer cracked | 


theme. Miss Jackson’s handling of | inio the U. S. market a few months | 


the lyrics in two contesting, if not | 
contradictory, tempo doesn’t add | 
clarity of the tune. 


a more conven- | 


“That Certain Feel- 
The Strings of | 
My Heart” (RCA _ Viztor). 
Hope, who is not heard too fre- 
quently on wax, handles two tunes 
from his Paramount pic, 
Certain Feeling,” in highly 
petent style. 


Bob Hope: 


com- 


beat. 
because 


swinging 
jock attention 
personality angle. 


pipes and 


of the 
Elise Rhodes: 
“Graduation Day” is 


(Bell). This 


a good example of this low-priced | 
of the current hit. | 
| These are fine versions which avoid 


label's 


“oovers” 


being dead carbons of the origina!s. 


|Elise Rhodes handles the vocal on | 


“Wayward and 
duets with 
uation Day,’ 


orch bac king up. 


Wind” appealingly 
Artie Malvin on 








VARTETY 


FHFFH+OOOO OES 


WAYWARD WIND (5) 
MOONGLOW-PICNIC THE 


HEARTBREAK HOTEL (13 


STANDING ON THE CORNER (6) 


IT ONLY HURTS FOR 
IVORY TOWER (9) 


HAPPY WHISTLER (6) 
I'M IN LOVE AGAIN (2) 


MAGIC TOUCH (10) 
HOW LITTLE WE KNOW 


I ALMOST LOST MY MIND 
ON THE STREET WHERE 
1 WANT YOU, I NEED YOU, 
BORN TO BE WiTH YOU 


YOU 


I LOVE 


ME (8) 


) 


A LITTLE WHILE (3) ............ 


(i) 


LIVE 


YOU 


CAN YOU FIND IT IN YOUR HEART ..... 


BLUE SUEDE SHOES 


SHANTY IN OLD SHANTY TOWN 


TREASURE OF LOVE 
HOT DIGGITY 


CHURCH BELLS MAY RING ... 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10} 
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The | Decea and released 


Bob | 


“That | 
| Goldsen, 
He gets big support | 
| from a vocal combo, The Skylarks, | 
|} but he carries the tunes with good | 
Both | 


“Wayward Wind’ | exec Ed Welker gives Goldsen free 


“Grad- | 
* with Jimmy Carroll's | 


Gogi Grant 


{| Morris Stoloff 
| George 


Elvis Presley 


{ Four Lads 
} Dean 


Ames Br 


Cathy Carr 
Gale Storm . 
| Otis Williams 
Don Robertson 


{ Fats 
’ ) Fontane 


Platters 
Fra 


Elvis Presley .... 
Chord »tles 
Tony Bennett 
{ Carl 
{ Elvis Presley 
Somethin 


\ Clyde 
) Dorothy 


Perry Como 
Diamonds 


PEPE HIE SHEE S SE OEEEG664466446466445464464 


with “Rock Island _ Line,” 

was recorded for British | 
in this coun- | 
via London Records. 


as go 
which 


| try 





Goldsen to Hawaii 


For RCA Island Set 


Hollywood, June 19. 
RCA Victor has sent Mickey | 
Criterion Music topper, 
to Hawaii to do a special package 
of Hawaiian music for the label. 
It’s the publisher’s second package 
for Victor in addition to island al- 


bums for Columbia and Capitol. 


Deal arranged by label's album 


rein in choice of material and tal-, 
ent. He’ll use some tunes out of 
his own catalog of South Sea iIs- 
land stuff, but will also use other | 
current top songs in the Hawaiian 
market. Goldsen, who has long 
specialized in the field, sold Victor 
the complete package idea, includ- 
ing title and theme. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines .............-. 


Cates Coral 
Victor 


Columbia 
Martin Capitol 
Victor 
Fraternity 
Dot 
DeLuxe 
Capitol 


Domino 
Sisters 


Imperial 
Dot 


Mercury 


Sinatra ..........Capitol 


Dot 


Columbia 


Cadence 
Columbia 


Sun 
Victor 


Perkins 


* Smith 


McPhatter 
Collins 


Atlantic 


Victor 
Mercury 


$ 





Album Reviews 





“Great Moments In Show Busi- , 
ness” (Epic). This is another pack- | 
age of nostalgia that touches some | 
of the highlights of show biz long | 
before the advent of longplay |! 
disks. Leading off is the late Wal- | 
| ter Huston’ s rendition of “Septem- | 
ber Song,” recorded in 1938 and. 


| still one of the great performances | 
. }on Wax, 
Label is prepping a special ex-} 


Eddie Cantor, in a 1940 
item, sings “Little Curly Hair In! 
A High Chair,” hardly one of his} 
best tunes, while the late Bill Rob- | 
inson shows up in standout style | 
on “Doin’ The New Low Down,” 
with a neat vocal and sonte taps. | 
From the 1929 era, Jimmy Dur-} 
ante, with Lou Clayton and Eddie | 
Jackson, hits his wellknown stride | 
on “I Know Darn Well I Can Do! 
Without Broadway,” whiie Al Jol- 
son is caught on one of his clas- 
sics, “Rock-a-bye Your Baby With | 
A Dixie Melody,” etched in 1932, | 
The collection also has a Burns & | 
Allen skit, Cliff Edwards doing’ 
“It’s Only A Paper Moon,” Gene 
Raymond's “Twinkle, Twinkle Lit- 
tle Star,” Dick Powell's ‘Lullaby 
of Broadway,” Fred _ Astaire’s 
Bass” and Eddie 
(Rochester) Anderson’s “Waitin’ 
For Jane.” Despite the vintage 
character of these sides, the over- 
all sound quality has been brought | 
up to an excellent level. 

Tommy Dorsey: “That Senti- | 
mental Gentleman” (RCA Victor). | 
This is another throwback to the | 
swing era of the early 1940s. In 
this double 12-inch collection, Vic- 
tor has come up with a Mae 





| 


of top Tommy Dorsey _ sides 
which have additional interest be- 
cause of the vocalists associated | 
with the organization in those 
days. Frank Sinatra, who left the, 
band in 1942, is heard along with | 
| Jo Stafford and Dick Haymes in | 


some top sides of the period, in. 
cluding “Song of India,” “Marie,” 
“Daybreak,” “How Am I To Know,” 
“l’ll Take Tallulah” and others, 
Top sidemen with the band, like 
the late Bunny Berigan, Buddy 
Rich, Ziggy Elman and Joe Bush- 
kin also are spotlighted in the 
swing arrangements. 

Bing Crosby: “Blue Hawaii” 
(Decca). Decca is one of the few 
|companies still cultivating the Ha- 
| waiian music market. Latest pack- 
age by Bing Crosby is a rundown of 


jsome Island standards in a quiet, 


relaxed style that makes this mood 
musie par excellence. Decca has 
also just issued sets titled “Echoes 
of Hawaii,” with Benny Kalama 
and the Hawaiian Village Serenad- 
ers, “Al Perry’s Favorites” and 
“Starlight In Hawaii,” with a va- 
riety of Island combos. 

Jutta Hipp: “At The Hickory 
House” (Blue Note). The German 
femme piano stylist, Jutta Hipp 
gets a full wax showcasing under 
the banner of this jazz label. Miss 


| Hipp, backed by Peter Ind on bass 


and Ed Thigpen on drums, plays 
within the intricate cool groove. 
Recorded at the Hickory House, 
52d Street, N. Y., spot where she 


{had a long run, and includes her 


verbal introes plus an intro by 
Leonard Feather, who also wrote 
, the liner notes. Those verbal rou- 
tines should have been omitted, 
Herm. 





Hildegarde to Seeco 
Hildegarde has returned to the 
waxing field via an album for the 
indie Seeco label. It’s her first 
album in eight years. 
Chanteuse previously recorded 
for the Decca label. 
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The top 30 songs of week 


Director. Alphabetically listed. 


Fella” 
Heart 


Big ‘D'—*“‘Most Happy 
Can You Find It In Your 
Cimarron . 

Don’t Cry—** 
Flamenco Love 
Graduation Day 
Happy Whistler 
He Loves Me, 
Hot Diggity 
How Little 


He 


We Know 


I've Grown Accustomed—*' 
Kiss Me Another 

Moonglow—?“‘Picnic”’ 
Moonglow-Picnic Theme— 
Mr. 


Picnic—7*"Picnic”’ 
Port-au-Prince , 
Portuguese Washerwoman 
Searchers—* Searchers” 
Standing On the Corner—* 
Sweet Heartaches 
Te Amo .... 

To Love Again—‘“ 
To Love You 
Too Close for 
Wayward Wind 
Whatever Will Be, 


Eddy Duchin 


Comfort— “Mr. 


Will Be .. 


Alleghany Moon 
Believe in Love . , 
Birds and the Bees—*“ 
Blue Suede Shoes 
Can You Find It in Your 
Goin’ on a Picnic 
Graduation Day 
Heartbreak Hotel 

Hot Diggity 
How Little We 
I Could Have 
Ivory Tower 
Joey, Joey, Joey— 
Kiss and Run 
Lisbon Antigua 
Lovely One .. eet 
Magic Horn—7***‘Magic Horn” 
Moonglow—**‘Picnic”’ 

My Dream Sonata 


Birds and 


Heart 


Know 
Danced 


Picnic—?* “Picnic” 

Serenade—7 “Serenade” 
Standing on the Corner—*“Most 
Too Close for Comfort—*‘Mr. 


Walk Hand in Hand 
Wayward Wind .... 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


(more in case of ties), 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audiernce Trend Indez. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc.. 


Survey Week of June 8-14, 1956 


Most Happy Fella” 


I Could Have Danced are Night—*“My Fair Lady”. Chappell 
It Only Hurts for a Little While . 
‘My Fair Lady” 


“Picnic” 
Wonderful—*"' Mr. Wonderful” are 
On the Street Where You Live—*“My Fair Lady’ ‘ 


“Most ‘Happy Fella” 


Wonderful” 


Top 30 _ on TV 


° {More In Case of Ties) 


A Little Love Can Go a Long, Long Way—?7*‘ 


All Night—* 


On the Street W here Y ou Live—*"“My Fair Lady”. 


Wonderful” 
Too Young To Go Steady—*“Strip For Action” ... 


What a Heavenly Night for Love 
Without You, I’m Nothing—*“Mr. Wonderful” ... 


based on 


Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


“Legit musical. {Film. +t*TV. 


git dre qgiste ae wean Sheldon 
Birchwood 
Broadcast 
Roncom 
. Morris 


ee Advanced 
Chappell 
ere Tes eee ee Marks 
Mes OHSS REECOSS Mills 
......Mills-Col Pie 
aoe L aurel 
. Chappell 
‘ol. Pic. 


Remick 
. Witmark 
.. Frank 
Pincus 
Southern 
“Story” 
Paramount 
Laurel 
Warman 
Artists 


’ Northern 
Oxford 
Robbins 
Gomalco 
Hi-Lo-H& R 
Witmark 
Morris 
Sheldon 


‘Joey 


the Bees” 


Roncom 
Morris 
Chappell 
Melrose 
Frank 
. Reis 
Southern 
Blackwood 
Leeds 
Mills 

. United 

. Chappell 
Col. Pic. 
Haris 
Happy Fella” .... Frank 
. Laurel 
. Robbins 
. Republic 
Warman 
Tee Kaye 
. Laurel 


“My Fair Lady” 
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A GOOD TUNER’S HARD TO FIND 


Petrillo's Grip on AFM Now Firmer 


N.Y.’ 506 Subsidization of Free 
Concerts; AFM Puts Up 856 in Chi 


7’ 





New York musicians made an 
jmportant advance on the road to 
municipal subsidization last week 
when the N.Y, City Board of Esti- 
mate included a $50,000 appropria- 
tion for music in the next year’s 
pudget. It’s the first time that 
Gotham solons have earmarked 
coin for such a purpose and, while 
the sum is comparatively small, 
its importance lies in its preceden- 
tal character, 

The appropriation represents a 
clear-cut victory for Al Manuti, 
prexy of Local 802, N.Y. wing of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians. For the past several years, 
Manuti has been conducting a per- 
sistent campaign for governmental 
support, on national, state and local 
levels, for worthwhile musieal pro- 
jects. 
Manuti and Local 802 vice-prexy 
Al Knopf will be on the board, 
which will administer the funds, 
along with other city executives. 
jt’s expected that the city’s Youth 
Commission will be involved via 
the staging of dances for teen- 
agers. Part of the money will also 
probably be used for the expansion 
of park concerts which are now 
mainly underwritten by the Music 
Performance Trust Fund. 





Chi’s 85G 
Chicago, June 19. 
Chicago’s American Federation 
of Musicians’ Local 10 will spend 
$85,000 this summer to provide 
work for almost 1,000 unemployed 
tooters in the area. The money 
will pay for a_ series of eight 


(Continued on page 42) 


Mellin Sells 6 
Brit-Made Sets 


Bobby Mellin makes a “demon- 
stration” record pay for itself. 
Publisher returned from a_ two- 
month stay Europe last week 
with six ind¢bendently cut albums 
of his own tunes and immediately 
— "em to three diskeries. 
The six albums were split between 
Coral, MGM and Bally, the new 
Chicago company. 

Mellin figures that the cost of 
the albums, which were cut in 
England, will be paid back via the 
album sales while the separate 
sides will also serve as potent 
“demonstration” disks for other 
Campanies interested in_ single 
release of the material. The albums 
run the instrumental gamut from 


jazz to mood music. 


COL READIES THIRD 
BUY-OF-MONTH PKGE. 


Columbia Records is readying 
its third “Buy. f-the-month” pack- 
ae for its July: push. “Buy-of-the- 
Month,” key program in Col’s 
summer promotion, offers two LPs 
‘one pop and one classical) for 
$2.98. 

The July package features Percy 
raith’'s “Passport To Romance” 
and the Philadelphia Orchestra’s 
Coupling of Beethoven’s Symphony 
No. 5 and Mozart’s Symphony No. 
40. The two sets will be ready for 
retailers July 2. 

Col kicked off its “BOM” drive 
in May and piled up hefty sales for 
its Rosemary Clooney-Duke Elling- 
ton set as well as David Oistrakh’s 
Mozart-Mendelssohn coupling. The 
Pop platter racked up close to 
108,000 orders while the longhair 
LP ran a close second with 91,000 
Sales. The June “BOM,” Michel 
Legrand’s “Castle In Spain” and 

ugene Istomin’s ‘“Rachmaninoff’s 


ef Concerto pulled in similar fig- 
2S, 











Mara to Unique 
by ommy Mara nas been tagged 
'y the RKO-nique label. Young 
ee previously etched for 
IGM Records. 


é fe’s now managed by Sidney 
Scher, 


t 





Drive-In Rolls With 
Haley’s Film Punch 


Houston, June 19. 
If you can’t beat ’em join ’em. 


And that’s what they are doing | 


at the King Center Drive-In where 
Bill Haley’s film, “Rock Around 
the Clock,” opened Saturday (16) 
for a one-week stand. Manage- 
ment plans to allow rock ’n’ rollers 
to dance during the film’s showing. 
Two dance floors have been con- 
structed to accommodate the teen- 
agers. Ozoner, run by The Jeffer- 
son Amusement Co. out of Beau- 
mont, has room for 1,000 cars. 


Col to Distrib 
In Philly Via 
0&0 Branch 


Columbia Records has dropped 
the Stuart Louchheim Co. as its 
Philadelphia distributor. Louch- 
heim, which had been handling the 
Col line for close to 17 years, re- 
cently took over the Kelvinator 
line for Philly and is putting the 
stress on white goods. 

With the Louchheim exit, Col is 


setting up its own distributor 
branch for the Philly territory. 
Label is taking over the entire 
Louchheim disk operation and has 
set Joey Lyons as sales manager. 

The Philly branch now gives 
Col its third owned and operated 
branch. The others are in Kansas 
City and St. Louis. The o.&o. 
branches work under Columbia 
Record Distributors, Inc. 


Howie Richmond Builds 








()’seas Operation Via New 


Brit. Co., Cleffer Pacts 


Howie Richmond has expanded 
his overseas publishing affiliation 
with the launching of Cromwell, 
Ltd., based in London. The Crom- 
well firm will control the publica- 
tion rights of American tunes in 
Great Britain. 


The new pubbery marks Rich- 
mond’s second overseas operation. 
He kicked off Essex, Ltd., in Lon- 
don last year. The Essex firm 
handles tunes written by English 
writers, 

In addition to setting up the 
Cromwell operation, Richmond 
wrapped up a three year writing 
deal with Lonnie Donegan, Irish 
hillbilly singer who recently 
cracked through the U. S. market 
with’his updated version of “Rock 
Island Line.” Richmond also 
pacted Italian film composer Ales- 
sandro Cicognini to a_ two-year 
deal. Among the Cicognini com- 
positions already published by 
Richmond are “Summertime” and 
“Autumn in Rome.” 

Richmond returned to his New 
York desk last week after trekking 
Europe for thé past three weeks, 





Ohio Ballroom Books 


Top Bands for Summer 


Canton, June 19. 
Benny Goodman, Richard Malit- 
by and the Dorsey Bros., are set 
for Moonlight Ballroom at Meyers 
Lake Park on the next three suc- 
cessive Sundays. 


The outdoor pavilion is one of 
Ohio’s beauty spots, due to sum- 
mer-long floral decorations and 
colorful lighting effects. 

In case of rain, dancers and 
band move a few hundred feet to 
the large amusement park’s indoor 
ballroom. 


DISKERS CANCEL 
AWAY GAST SETS 


“Shangri-La,” the legit? musical 
current at the Winter Garden on 
Broadway, is still in Tibet as far 
as an original cast album deal is 
eoncerned. Although RCA Victor 
was expected to cut the set, no 
commitments were ever made 
between the disk company and 
the show’s producers, Robert Fryer 
and Lawrence Carr. Despite the 
critical raps of the show in most 
of the N.Y. dailies, E. H. Morris 


Music execs, publishers of the 
Harry Warren-Robert E. Lee- 
Jerome Lawrence score, hope to 


line up a deal with Capitol Rec- 
ords. 

The past legit season, in fact, has 
been standout for original cast 
album deals that folded out of 
town or died abornin’ on Broad- 
way. Last fall, Victor had a loose 
understanding to cut an album on 
“The Vamp,” a Carol Channing 
starrer. No cast album, however, 
was cut during the show’s short 
run on Broadway and Victor bowed 
out of the deal after paying a nomi- 
nal sum to get the producers off 
the hook with respect to any deals 
they had made with the cast over 
any disk project. 

“Strip For Action,” which Cap- 
itol Records was slated to cut, 
never saw the light of day since 
the show never managed to reach 
Broadway. Coral Records similar- 


(Continued on page 46) 


Mike Sukin Exits 
Frank Music Post 








Mike Sukin exited the general 
| professional manager’s post at 
| Frank Music last week. He had 
| headed up the Frank Loesser pub- 
| lishing operation for the past three 
| years, 

Plans are now in the works for 
Sukin to set up his own music pub- 
lishing-personal management firms. 
For the time being, he’ll headquar- 
ter out of the Frank Music offices 
and the Frank Distribution Corp. 
| will act as his music firm’s selling 
agent, 

There'll be no immediate replace- 
| ment for the seat vacated by Sukin 
|as Loesser plans to devote more 
time to his firm’s professional ac- 
tivities, Joe Linhart and Charlie 
Janoff, firm’s staffers, have been 
given added duties of contacting 
|the recording company artists & 
|repertoire men. 
| Stuart Ostrow, meantime, will 
| leave for the Coast the first week 
|in July to head up firm’s writer- 
|relations and assist in the expan- 
| sion of firm’s pic representation in 
| Hollywood. Pubbery recently ac- 
'quired representation of Desilu 
| Productiqns, the Ashley companies 
| and Liberty Songs, and negotia- 
tions are now under way with RKO 
Pictures and other television and 
motion picture companies, Ostrow 
| had been working on Frank’s con- 
|; tactman staff in the east for the 
| past year. 


| 
| Jack Robbins Fixes 


Publication Schedule 


Jack Robbins is teeing off his 
“Hall of Fame Series” of publica- 
tions for his new. firm, J. J, Rob- 
bins Inc., with ‘‘Lost in a Crowded 
Place,” cleffed by Barbara Car- 
roll with lyrics by Irving Caesar. 
Tune will be part of an album cut 
by Miss Carroll, a jazz pianist, for 
RCA Victor. Another Caesar lyric 
will be on another tune, “Stranger 
in a Dream,” with music by Marian 
McPartland, also a jazz pianist. 
Still another 88er, Cy Coleman, 
will be represented by a tune titled 
“One, Two, Three.” 

Robbins is also publishing a song 
| book by Prof. Harry R. Wilson of 
College titled “Lobby 














| Teachers 


Song.” Also included on the sched- 
ule is two modern piano solos by 
Dana Suesse, 











Than Ever; Manuti's Bid Defeated 





Wallichs Due Back 
Next Wk. From Europe 


Glenn E. Wallichs, Capitol Rec- 
ords prexy, is due back in the U.S. 
next week after a three-week trek 
through Europe. He’ll spend a 
week in Gotham before heading to 
the Cap h.q. on the Coast. 

While in England, Wallichs sat 
in on the Electric & Musical In- 
dustries (EMI) board of directors 
meet. He became a member of 
the EMI board last year when the 
British manufacturing firm bought 
up a majority stock 
Capitol. 


Mickey Scopp 
Sees More Tune 





Coin From O'seas 


Europe is becoming an increas- 
ingly important supplemental mar- 
ket to exploit U.S. tunes, accord- 
ing to Mickey Scopp, head of the 
Big Three music publishing com- 
bine who returned last week from 
a three-week trip overseas. Scopp 
stated that economic trends 
throughout the Continent are ac- 
counting for more substantial roy- 
alty remittances to U.S. writers 
and publishers than ever before. 

Scopp stated that the Big Three 
(Robbins, Feist & Miller) have or- 
ganized to effectively handle exploi- 
tation of its catalogs in all parts 
of Europe. At the present time, 
the Big Three has subsids in Lon- 
don, Paris, Frankfort, Cologne and 
Brussels. It also has representa- 
tion in Milan, Stockholm, Vienna 
and Madrid. 

Paddy Crookshank, operating 
out of the Big Three’s London sub- 
sid, Robbins Music Ltd., is Euro- 
pean rep. He coordinates profes- 
sional activity for Europe with Ed 
Slattery, exec in the N. Y, office. 


Palitz Sparks Jubilee 
Into Pacting Splurge; 
Inks Radio-TV Names 


The indie Jubilee label is on a 
pacting binge. Since the move-in 
ot Morty Palitz a little more than 
a month ago, the diskery has been 
prowling talent to bolster its art- 
ists roster, 

With an eye to the promotional 
values of radio-tv, Palitz last week 
inked Martha Wright, Bob Haymes 
and Betty Ann Grove. Miss Wright 
and Haymes are CBS-Radio reg- 
ulars while Miss Grove is featured 
on CBS-TV’s “The Big Payoff.” 





+ 


interest of | 


{counter - melody, 


} 


Among the other signings were | 


Mel Moore, a Negro singer who 
previously worked as a band vocal- 


ist; The Emanons, a rhythm & 
blues group; and I1l-year old 
Sharon Strauss. Moppet is the 


daughter of New York Times sports 
scribe Mike Strauss. 

Herb Dexter, meantime, has been 
given new duties at Jubilee. He 
was shifted from artists & reper- 
toire to head up diskery’s public 
relations and record promotion de- 
partments. He’ll pitch in on a&r 
occasionally to assist Palitz. 





Granz Drops Singles 


From Jazz Releases 


Hollywood, June 19. 

With the pattern in the jazz field 
established along package lines, 
Norman Granz has decided to 
eliminate jazz singles except in 
rare instances. Thus his Clef and 
Norgran labels will concentrate on 
album material henceforth, 

If an occasional single crops up 
that merits attention, it will be re- 
leased, but the firms will no longer 
schedule regular releases of sin- 
gle disks. 


| what 


| Diskery 


Following the Atlantic City con- 
vention of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians last week, prexy 
James C. Petrillo emerged with an 
even firmer grip over the union 
than he had before. Aimed at the re- 
volt against his leadership in Coast 
Local 47, the convention voted Pe- 
trillo and the international exec 
board sweeping pawers to take ever 
the administration of any local 
“when circumstances warrant.” 

Meanwhile, a bid by Al Manuti, 
N.Y. Locaf 802 prexy, for the AFM 
exec board was defeated as the 
five incumbent members were re- 
elected. Thus once again, the two 
biggest locals in the Federation, 
New York and Los Angeles, are not 
represented on the exec board. 
Petrillo was reelected without op- 
position as was v.p. Charles L, 
Bagley; secretary Leo Cluesmann, 
and treasurer George V. Clancy, 
The exec committee also includes 
Stanley Ballard, from Minneapolis; 
William J. Harris, from Dallas; 
Herman D. Kenin, from Portland, 
Ore.; Lee Ree, from Cleveland; 
and Walter M. Murdock, Canadian 
'rep on the board from Toronto. 

A series of resolutions presented 
| by the Local 47 delegation, who 
| were under instruction from the 
| local’s membership, were rejected 
| without debate or dissenting voice. 
|The resolutions were designed to 
curb the power of the exec board 

(Continued on page 46) 


Pubs Row Over 


Pj s o 
Hollywood, June 19, 
A hassle between the publishers 
|}of the tunes associated with the 
|Columbia Pictures film, “Picnic,” 
is now in the process of being ami- 














cably settled. Numbers involved 
are “Moonglow,” published by 
Mills Music, and “Picnic,” pub- 


lished by Columbia Pictures Music, 
a Shapiro-Bernstein partnership 
subsid with the picture studio, 
There’s now a_ possibility that 
Mills will publish a “joined” sheet 
music version. 





It’s understood that Mills has 
claimed that the “Picnic” instru- 
|mental, written by George Dun- 


|ning, is not an original composi- 
tion but only an arrangement, or 
of the 1934 
| standard, ‘“Moonglow,” which was 
written by Will Hudson, Eddie De 
Lange and Irving Mills. As sucn, 
Mills is claiming all rights to the 
instrumental version of both num- 
bers. Dunning says that he wrote 
“Picnic” theme, including bridge 
before start of the film production, 

Mills, however, is making no 
claims against the lyric version of 
“Picnic,” which Steve Allen wrote, 
This number is a hit via the Mc- 
Guire Sisters version for Coral 
Records. 

There is still some mixup as to 
to do regarding credits on 
’ disks. 


MGM TO BEAT HEAT 
VIA PKGE. PROGRAM 


MGM Records plans to buck the 
usual summer disk sales slump 
with a barrage of packaged goods. 
has earmarked three 
dozen new albums for release dur- 


the ““Moonglow-Picnic’ 





|ing the hot weather season. To get 


the albums off to a quick start, 
MGM is initiating its third ‘Bak- 
er’s Dozen” program. The plan 
calls for one bonus LP for every 
12 ordered. 

The new packages will feature 
Joni James, Ziggy Elman, Joseph 
Myrow, George Shearing, Ted 
Straeter, Frank Petty Trio, Art 
Lund and The Billy Williams Quar- 
tet among others. Concurrent with 
the stepped up album program, 
MGM will keep ‘its Bloomfield 
(N. J.) factory running all summer 
with employees working on a stag- 
gered vacation schedule. In past 
summers, the factory shut down 





for several weeks, 
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MUSIC 41 





Hub Jazz Buffs Crowd Arts Bash; {RAMs “rfin seas; (Coast Local 47 Showdown Against 


! 


May Be Site of 1957 Jive Fete 


Boston, June 19. 
Jazz pulled the record night | 
crowd for the Boston Arts Festival, | 


cuffo cultural combo on Hub’s Pub- 
lic Garden running for 16 days, | 
Tuesday (12) with over 13,000 at-| 
tendees. Seen as a preview of the | 
upcoming American Jazz Festival. | 
skedded for Newport July 5-7, and 
a tryout for the possibility of bring- 
ing the bash to Boston next season, 
it got boff crowd reaction with | 
long and loud applause, but as) 
properly given as it would be in| 
Symphony Hall. 

The Herb Pomery band, Toshiko | 
Akyoshi, Japanese jazz pianist, and 
the Julian (Cannonball) Adderly 
Quartet, presented through George 
Wein, director of the American 
Jazz Festival and operator of Story- 
ville here, took the stand for the 
Art’s Festival jazz night. While 
both Wein and Louis Lorillard have 
stated that no decision on the jazz 
bash’s next “season site will be 
made until after this year’s_ offer- 
ing in Freebody Park, Newport, 
it is understood Boston is hot in 
the running. 

Wein envisions a Jazz “Tangle- 
wood,” and a summer school of 





+ 





(Continued on page 46) 





Torme to Britain 


London, June 19. 

Mel Torme, whose disk of ‘““Moun- 
tain Greenery” is a big seller here, 
is to make his first concert tour in| 
Britain starting on July 23. 
He opens at Birmingham Hippo- 
drome on July 23 for a week and 
further dates are scheduled for him 


at Cardiff, Glasgow, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Bristol and Newcas- 


tle. 





| board of directors. It’s necessary, | 
| however, to get five of the seven | Pprexy post at the diskery several lresigned prior to the AFM conven- 
‘directors together for the voting | weeks ago when James B. Conkling ition 


Della Reese Coupling | 


For Juke Service Only 


In an offbeat move, Jubilee Rec- 
ords is pressing single platters for 
jukebox distribution only. Disk 


of the Record Industry Assn. of 


New Prexy Up in Air 


John W. Griffin, exec secretary 


America, heads overseas Friday 





(22) for a four-week business-vaca- 





election of anew RIAA prexy to fill | pee-director of the diskery’s Par-| when the 


AFM Due in Next Week's By-Electio 


Hollywood, June 19. 





‘tion tour. He'll o.0. the recording . ’ Control of American Federation 
| situation in England and the Con- Lieberson S CBS Post Nag cmon —" a the = 
| tinent. Goddard Lieberson, Columbia ol AE og +, g i ~ mal 

There’s been no action yet on the Records prexy, was elected vee- | will be determined Monday (25) 


June membership meet- 


the post vacated by James B. Con- ent company, Columbia Broadcast- | ing ballots for four members of 
kling when he ankled Columbia|ing System. Election was made by |the board of directors and a trus- 


prexy will be elected by the org’s | week. 


Lieberson 


| Records a few weeks ago. The new |the CBS board of directors last tee. 


was 


| but until this point it's been im-j| exited to go into a new show biz | were upheld. 
| possible since several of the direc- | venture based on the Coast. 
‘tors have been globetrotting and | berson previously had been Col’s 


hopping around the country. Dur- | exec veepee. 


ing Griffin’s absence, Ernest S./ 
Meyers, RIAA counsel, will try to) 
get the directors together for an 
election. 





Cap’s Promotional Switch 


upped 


Candidates are vying for po- 
tsitions vacated when five members 


the | of the insurgent Local 47 faction 


to 


at which their expulsions 

Lie- 
| Rebels currently control the 

| board through the interim appoint- 


iment of Warren Barker, Virgil 





Chappell to Publish 
Off-B’way ‘Hex’ Score 


Chappell Musie has picked up 


Evans, Herbie Harper, Maurie Har- 
ris and John Tranchitella to re- 
place Uan Rasey, Jack Dumont, 
ay Toland, Warren Baker and 
ill Atkinson. Slate representing 
ithe “loyalist” faction will be 


earmarked for the unusual promo- In a move to strengthen its New the publishing rights to the off- j named this week. 
tion is Della Reese’s coupling of | York district sales-promotion set-| Broadway tuner, “By Hex,” which! Also expelled by Federation ac- 
“My Melancholy Baby” and “One/up, Capitol Records has switched |Preemed Monday (18) at the tion were Cecil F. Read, Local 47 


For My Baby.” 

The platter was originally made 
up as a special disk jockey pre- 
view record to promote the 


thrush’s first album, “Melancholy | Irv Jerome, 
‘ Baby.” 





Mannie Kellem to the Gotham 
branch from the Philadelphia area. 

Kellem will be N. Y. district 
promotion manager reporting to 
Cap’s district sales 


were 
man. 





manager. 





Tempo Playhouse, Music and lyrics 


veepee and leader of the insurgent 











/RETAIL DISK AND ALBUM BEST SELLERS 


penned by Howard Blank- | faction, and John Clyman, a mem- 

jber of the board of directors.  In- 

First tune set for disk action is terim replacements are expected 
“It. Takes Time,” which Jane Fro-;te be named at the board of di- 
man cut for Capitol. |rectors meeting Friday (22) with 
. <n ee ,elections to be held at the July 


i|membership meeting. 
| The rebels expect little difficul- 




































































































































































































































































ty in capturing the seats at issue 
next Monday, without which they 
cannot control the union. Loyalist 
pea — | ms faction has four votes on the board 
-~i§ . | e a a ~ic21siel- mn —prexy John te Groen, recording 
Sit lalgigfglsliol/Ssis | B@lolsy i. cor secretary Maury Paul, financial 
2 3 3\- o E = o | wg nd a % pe 2 SiSslialgis secretary G. R. (Bob) Hennon and 
VARIETY &| 2 % § alé - & 5 Si asl zl ein 3/¢ 3 Sia trustee Vladimir Drucker and need 
Survey of retail disk best >l< {sie = Slslea & r 3 ul s ~ = {> |O6|2! TF to win at least three of the five 
sellers based on reports obd- g gicl gis = e | § sis | ¢ : ota ps = = |pl5| o !contested seats in order to regain 
} : © = 3, | ating o . ; > “sg 
tained from leading stores in a 6/68 = = £|% 4 3 z | E ei &/sltig E)/Q)g] TF operating control of the Local. 
19 cities and showing com (jet steal st SIisiai-: COisyisali2zi zis (|e |] & 1a] A Meeting also will vote on a 
g x : © c ; ; ® 
parative sales rating for tiris 4-3 E = CIS lRFi2 *#; eo; FT isis 1 ba | aae- L || proposition to have business agents 
and last week. | | $1 § | ] if 4 % I = | | | lial & 8 Y » elected by the membership, a 
BViegliszirlzgzizi¢ -~igirisisi2i7Tis|el|ea move engineered by the dissidents, 
National ~ 5 = 7 7 Bl wir ‘ . | siliigé £1 3d | I el lili O 7 and a resolution seeking a similar 
pare © Zig | elr»i~£ > al .~ it e| €| -|%igz Bi¢l|& le I membership voice in choosing 
Rating mi wle!si sll EifiaziXtisiaslel Ss > |S! NE members of the trial board. Lat- 
This Last Big a | z P = | *| 8/5 a] sis s f c ® T tel ‘ is proposed by Marl Young 
J * . e | r) p—4 -_ (-) a x | -— : — onl Py } Vas . se y © a 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Zz | 3 | & | eieinifFiszliaialsgls! = | AiG i'n! J!RIH _S who is independent of either fac- 
GOGI GRANT (Era) —— vena tion in the current struggle. 
1 1 nc ccacnwcvies 3 2 2 5 5 4 1 3 3 1 2 4 2 1 1 3 1 144 | oe probably will also hear 
nhnach nnd — —-—— ja jengthy report on the recent 
2 2 “Meengiow-Pioule, ae ........... Sie 63% 2 1 2 2 9 on 5177 ™ eneventen, 
OUR LAD lumu wernate : ‘ 
3 3 Sptameine maf cag mone l kes § 7 10 > 2-2 & 5 > £- © $$ 8 &§ 7 92 | AUSTRIAN AKM MELON 
eas FATS DOMINO (Imperial) tail as 
‘ i I oc, ence ceicecdcbecere 6 1 6 4 @ 4 | n 5 66 \ 
VIC DAMONE (Columbia) HITS MILLION MARK 
5 8 “On the Street Where You Live”......... . 2 © FF -f = 9 § §$§ 10 6 7 8 _ 62 Vienna, June 19. 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ; ; Revenues of Austrian Society of 
mee) OS Oe 1 2 3 #5 7 2 . 60 aaa ( rhe — 4 
ey -7 a ey : : AT Oe | Publishers ¢, M) reached another 
a GEORGE CATES (Coral) | high in 1955 with $680,000 from do- 
. 5 cent antl he rn ln —— . . 5 13 4 4 mestic members and $320,000 from 
NERVOUS NORV US (Dot fp abroad distributed among the 
8 7 _ | li (AS SSAA ere 1 7 #7 4 6 . 3... 3 467} members. At the annual general 
PERRY €OMO (Victor) meeting recently it was disclosed 
9 13 £=“More” See areca, is auc. akan sidiace 1 5 bs 4 8 6 31 [ that there was an increase in the 
we PAT BOONE (Dot) 7 _ : “a first three months of this year. 
i0 13 “I Always Lest My Mind”................ 6 6 2 10 2 29 Elections for the next five-year 
i CATHY CARR (Fraternity) ~ term were held and Prof, Joseph 
ll 9 . “Ivery Tower”....... EP Oe 4 é 10 9 6 4 & ) 9 2 ee eee 
tied cnn BEES ———_ ———-- authors reelected Friedrich Schrey- 
PERRY COMO (Victor) ’ , : ; 
; vogl| ‘(Burg Theatre director) as 
12ZA 10 “Hot Diggity”... .. eee 4 10 8 10 8 3 10 10 25 vee hi 
auzah Bane» ae MERE IIEEEAES REL SEES + »pee, while the composers named 
ELV 1S PRESLEY (Victor) | Viktor Ruby and publishers chose 
12B 15 “I Warit You, I Need You”............... 5 4 2 ore oe 8 25 || Hans Hochmuth. 
D N R y . yg j ) | 
i418 “Mappy Whistler” +“ eee 3 7 ¥ 8 9 8 10 5 23 1 di Snot Book 
AMES BROS. (Victor) 4 indiana Spo OOKS 
7 ° led | . 
a Se earn ter a Little While”. I 10 5 17 Bands for Mid-Week 
VER BOYS (ABC-Pai?r) . 
164 22 “Graduation Day”...................000. 7 a a oes RNR cay atlleay: Bea 
' GALE STORM (Dot) jfor each Wednesday evening 
16B “Ivory Tower”..... 2 Reo, 1 16] | through July and August at the 
DIAMONDS (Mercury) ee Terrace Gardens, open-air ballroom 
18 §613 “Church Bells May Ring”............. 9 9 7 153 || of the Colonial Hotel on Lake 
————PORIS DAY \Columbiay eg aN acai v 2 meng near Rochester, _ Ind. 
19.4 “Whatever Will Be, Will Be”............ 8 3 9 ; 9 14 ‘Var Waae's oom acne on : 
: ae — —- — al Eddy’s quartet, r 1yl- 
_ GENE VINCENT (Capitol) lis Lane. Only night teen-agers 
nr, Be-Bop-A-Lula settee I 8 ie 10 = __14 | | will be admitted is Sunday, when 
_ CLEFTONES (Gee) - special dances will be held. 
id Lsttie-Girl of Blime”............-+55.00. ee, ae 6 2_14]| Bookings include Tommy Alex- 
CHORDETTES (Cadence) | ander, Johnny Long, Glenn Miller 
22.4 11 “e.. 8D. re 9 4 8 9 13 || orchestra, featuring Ray McKinley, 
TERESA BREWER (Coral) ' || Richard Maltby, Ralph Marterie, 
22B 17 “Sweet Old-Fashioned Girl’.............. + 5 13 |, Buddy Morrow, Charlie Spivak, 
- — |) Billy May, featuring Sam Donahue 
JOE (FINGERS) CARR (Capitol) F A a . 
22C 1 a a ;and Tex Beneke. Admissions have 
8 Portuguese Washerwoman eT eee 4 5 13 ‘been reduced this year, being 30c 
on PERRY COMO (Vietor) | on weekdays, $1 on Saturdays, and 
3 7 EE I See eee -. es 10 ; * a — as Maer eee 3 1\ $1.50 for name bands, plus tax. 
2 3 4 4 a 9 10 
MY FAIR LADY | PICNIC CALYPSO BLVIS PRESLEY CAROUSEL MUSIC FOR NIGHT WINDS — WITH THE BODY DUCHIN | - —s MR. ae Thrush Bows In N.Y. 
: , SWINGING GOLDEN ARM | STORY WONDERFUL ita Reys, jazz singer from 
Broadway Cast Pilm Seundirack Merry Belafonte’ 5), Presley | Film Soundtrack LOVERS Jackio Gleason | Breedwey Cast || 20lland, makes her New York 
Col _ Victor Capitol Film Seundtrack | Film Seundtrack wn debut at Art Ford’s Valentine Club 
columbia Decca — Frank Sinetre ; D Jung 25. 
LPM 1248 Capitol ecca Decca Decca : 
OL 3090 Victor W 694 rush, who etches under the 
DL 8320 EPD 1248 Capitol W 717 DL 8257 DL 8289 DL 9032 Philips banner when on her home 
| ED 846 LPM 1254 | EDM 694 W 653 ED 2333-6-7 | Zounds, is now eutting albums 
here for the Columbia label. 
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THESE TOP 10 
DISC JOCKEYS 


SALUTE THE 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 


Of The 


RECORD INDUSTRY 


New York COLISEUM (Sept. 7-16) 


Listed Alphabetically 


MARTIN BLOCK 


(WABC) 


THE TED BROWNS 


(WMGM) 


GALLAGHER ana O'BRIEN 


(WMCA) 


JACK LACEY 


(WINS) 


BILL RANDLE 


(CBS) 





Watch for Our 
Next Announcement 
Listing the Other 5 

Disk Jockeys !! 
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Diamond Jubilee Exposition Marking 
Disk Medium Shapes at Coliseum 





and Goddard Lieberson, recently appointed prez of Columbia Records, 


Inside Stuff—Music 


A recent exchange of wires between Chappell head Max Dreyfus 


turned into a useful index of each company’s corporate setup. 

In a congratulatory telegram Dreyfus said: “The president of 
Chappell & Co., T. B. Harms, Williamson Music, Gershwin Publishing, 
Buxton Hill Music, DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, Mutual Music, Ivy 
Music, Benay Music, G&C Music, Players Music, Samuel Goldwyn 
Music, A-M Music, Elar Music, Putnam Music, McHugh & Adamson 
Music—salutes the president of Columbia Records.” 

Lieberson acknowledged the wire with “The president of Columbia 
Records, Columbia Records Sales Corp., April Music, Blackwood Music, 
Cryton Corp., Columbia Records of Canada, Ltd., Discos Columbia de 
Mexico, M&W Co., wishes to thank the president of Chappell. etc., 
etc.,... much to the joy of Mr. Marshall, president of Western Union.” 


The recently formed disk jock organization, known as the National 
Jazz, Rhythm & Blues Disk Jockey Assn., has come up with a new 
wrinkle to attract members. At its convention in Chicago recently, 
the outfit declared its intention of investing surplus money in some 
enterprise connected with the music industry. Members will become 
stockholders. The association also resolved not to play “obscene rec- 
ords” and to combat juvenile delinquency by promoting civic activities. 


Sunset Records, Coast indie label, has undertaken a heavy promo- 
tions on its etching of “Solid Gold Cadillac” by Pearl Bailey. Effort 
is tied in with Paramount on “That Certain Feeling,” in which Miss 
Bailey appears. Label sent copies of the disk to 500 deejays around 
the country, together with a seven-inch 45 rpm vinylite recording 
containing an open-end interview with Miss Bailey. Script, of course, 
accompanies the interview, which was cut by Paramount in New York. 


The recent engagement of Liberace show through the Northwest 
was booked and managed by Jack Engerman and Zollie Volchak, op- 
erating Northwest Releasing Corp., and proved a tremendous success. 
The gross in Portland May 18, at the Auditorium was $13,900, in Seattle 
May 21, $14,900, at Civic Auditorium, and Vancouver, B. C., May 23, 
at Exhibition Forum, tops of all, at $19,280. 


One of the highlights of the Music Industry Trade Show, set for 
New York July 23, will be an executive clinic for top personnel of 
firms in the music industry. Clinic will be held at the Hotel New 
Yorker and will include presentations on sales promotion and selling 
techniques. It’s under sponsorship of the American Music Conference. 


Columbia Records will give dealers attending the National Assn. of 
Music Merchants conclave in New York July 23-26 a looksee at the 
record manufacturing process at its Bridgeport (Conn.) plant. Col 
has invited the dealers to a one-day outing to the factory July 25 with 
the diskery supplying transportation and boxed lunches, 


Epic Records’ album of Lawrence Welk’s “Champagne Music” really 
went to the heads of several dozen jockeys in 12 key cities. That was 
by courtesy of Taylor Wine, which tied in with the album by cuffoing 
bottles of domestic champagne to the deejays. Along with the albums 
and the wine was a wine recipe booklet. 


Father’s Day last Sunday (17) marked the launching a nationwide 
membership campaign for the W. C. Handy Foundation for the Blind 
in honor of the noted blind tunesmith who’s known as “the father of 
the blues.” Nat (King) Cole is sponsoring the general appeal this 
year, ad 


Sons of tunesmiths Gus Kahn and Jule Styne are following in their 
father’s footsteps. Donald Kahn and Stanley Styne have teamed up 
as cleffers for “A Beautiful Friendship” and “Stay There.” Both tunes 
were cut by Ella Fitzgerald for the Verve label. 








Local 47 Must Up Dees 
Or Face Payroll Crisis, 
According to Auditors 


Hollywood, June ig. 
Local 47 of the American Feder. 
ation of Musicians must raise jts 
dues within the next 60 days or 


find itself unable to meet payro}| 
obligations, union auditors have re. 
ported. Proposition to raise dues 
$5 per year and increase the tax 
will be presented at the membe;. 
ship meeting June 25. 

Treasury, according to recording 
secretary Maury Paul, has been de. 
pleted by the local’s revolt against 
AFM prexy James C. Petrillo and 
“upwards of $40,000 has been spent 
thus far.” Union is understood to 
have shown an operating profit of 
around $20,000 per year for the 
last two years, and to have had a 
small surplus left over from an 
earlier period. This money is 4]. 
most all gone and unless the dues 
is voted, the union by mid-August 
will be unable to meet its weekly 
payroll of around $6,000 for 239 
employes. 

Even with the projected dues 
raise, the local’s rates will be lower 
than some of the other big AFM 
units. Raise will bring the annual] 
dues—including death benefit pre. 
miums—to $22, as compared to 
$24 for New York and Philadelphia 
and $16 for dues alone in Chicago 
and San Francisco. 





Illinois Jacquet joins the “Big 
Show of ’56” for its 35-city tour 
starting July 2. Package features 
Al Hibbler, Carl Perkins, Cathy 
Carr and The Teen-Agers. 
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PROGRAM TO-DAY 
YESTERDAY'S 


JUST YOU, 
JUST ME 


Music by 
JESSE GREER 





N.Y.’s 506 Subsidy 


Continued from page 39 














certs claiming that they cut 


weekly epncerts in Humboldt and 
pier and motion picture business. 


; 
into, 





Richard Himber, the veteran or- + 
chestra leader and showman, has 
himself a potential je vs 
bus of am 
ing “‘celé 
versary 
try. It's 
Coliseum 
Circle ne 
ordinate 
orama of 


merchants, hi 


eontests, pavilli 
stylists, persona 
from all over 
be brought tog 
style. Every bra 
schmaltzy waltzy 
roll is envisioned 
own orchestra, B 


AND OTHER 
Listed aiphabetically: ; 
’ seum, 





Gompers parks, where 30-piece 
bands will play a nine-week square 
dancing. series, and concerts in 
tuberculosis sanitariums and vet- 
erans’ hospitals. 

Funds come from the Music Per- 
formance Trust Fund, set up by 
collective bargaining between the 


tooters’ union and the record and 
transcription companies, Prexy 
James C, Petrillo of the AFM has 
authorized the expenditure. In 
September, the AFM Chicago lo- 
cal plans a concert series in paro- 
chial and public schools. 





10-Week Season 
Atlantie City, June 19. 

Garden Pier, city-owned struc- 
ture located on the uptown board- 
| walk, will again house cuffo music 
| in its 500-seat bandshell during the 
110 weeks of the summer season, 
with the resort picking up the tab. 

William McMahon, music editor 
of the Atlantic City Press, will 
again produce and direct’ the 
shows. Civic and military bands 
will appear on Friday and Satur- 
day nights. William Madden and 
his Atlantic City Festival Orches- 
tra has been booked for Monday 
and Tuesday nights and will offer 
pop concerts. On Monday nights, 
soloists, including John Brooks Mc- 
Cormack of the New York City 
Qpera, Walter Fredericks of the 
San Francisco Opera and Eddie 
Roecker of musical comedy will 
appear with the orch. Season will 
start June 30, 

















Resort amusement men have in 











past seasons protested the free con- 








No protests have been made so far | 


this year. 


Wild Over Wilder 
The indie Riverside label is car- 
rying the torch for composer Alec 
Wilder. On the diskery’s fall al- 
bum schedule is a package’ of 
new Wilder compositions and a set 
of vintage Wilder seldom put on 
wax. 
The package of original composi- 
tions will be scored for a 10- piece | 
jazz group led by guitarist Mun- | 
dell Lowe. The other package will | 
feature thrush Shanon Bolin. 
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STYNE &:CAHN'S 


“Saturday Night is the 
. loneliest night of the week” 


“CAHN 
MUSIC 
CORP. 























THE FOUR 
THE CREWCUTS 








FRESHMEN 
Published by 
SHELDON MUSIC, INC. 
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...the hottest salesmen in the nation’s eighth market"! 
You may not know these personalities, but just about everyone in Pittsburgh 
does—and no wonder! Each day, thousands of businessmen, housewives 
and teen-agers invite these popular deejays into their homes for entertainment 
and product news. These key salesmen, in this key market, will be happy to help 


you move more merchandise. Why not put them to work on your product? 


* population rank in Sales Management “Survey of Buying Power’’, 1956 


RCA VIC sM@)sae spotlights hometown broadcasting 
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On The 





Upbeat 





New York 


- Emil Levy and Ben Comardo are 
the duo-pianists with the Eddie 
Lane orch at the Hotel Roosevelt 
Grill for the summer, .. The Dom 
Elliott Quartet opens at the Cafe 
Bohemia Friday (22) for two weeks 
, .. Abbey Albert orch’s stand at 
the Hotel Statler, Buffalo, ex- 
tended through the summer... 
Jack Lee to Detroit for the open- 
ing of deejay Bobby Seymour's 
(WKMH) rock ’n’ roll show at the 
Fox Theatre ... MGM pianist Alan 
Logan starts a summer engage- 
ment at the Park Sheraton’s Mer- 
maid Room, June 25 Joni 
James plays Crescent Park, Provi- 
dence, Saturday (23) .. . Columbia 
Records copped four Grand Prix 
du Disque awards. 

Cleffers Diane Lampert and 
John Gluck hitting the road to 
plug their new releases .. . Tommy 
(Dr. Jive) Smalls returns to the 
Apollo Theatre June 29 with his 
fifth rock ’n’ roll show . . . Buddy 
Johnson orch on a one-nighter tour 
for the next three months .. . Gino 
Monte now singing at La Comedie, 
eastside nitery . . . Arvito’s latino 
band signed for the summer sea- 
son at the Hotel Brickman, So. 
Fallsburg, N.Y. 

Four Voices held over on Arthur 
Godfrey’s tv morning show for 
another week .. . Rover Boys set 
for a week at the Copa, Pittsburgh, 


starting June 25... Peg & Tom 
Eldridge, husband-wife  cleffing 
team, now platter spinning on 
WFBG, Altoona, Pa... . Kapp Rec- 


ords copped the Art Directors 
Club of N.Y. merit award for its 
album cover on ‘Jazz Goes to Post 
Graduate School.” 

Johnny Mathis, Frisco singer 
who's been appearing at New 
York’s Village Vanguard for the 
past several months, returns to his 
home base for a stand at the Fall- 
en Angel starting July 3... At- 
lantic Records and Monument Mu- 
sic pitching a “Treasure of Love” 
contest for deejays and dialers in 


a promotion stunt for the Clyde 
McPhatter slicing of “Treasure of | 
Love”’ . Bob Anthony opens at | 


the Tewn Casino, Buffalo, tonight 
(Wed.). 





Hollywood 


Morty Stevens, conductor - ar- 
ranger for Sammy Davis Jr., called 
in by Gisele MacKensie to conduct 
and arrange her new nitery act... 
Howard Jackson to score “Drums 
At Kilimanjaro,” which Richard 
Goldstone produced for Dudley 
Pictures . , . Decca sponsoring a 
tribute to Leroy Anderson this 
month and getting hefty 
interest ... Buddy Bregman, Verve 


A&R chief, talking a disk deal with 
Jan Sherwood ... Comic Jimmie 


cording . . Bernie Wayne and 
Morrie Ryskind are collabing on 
tunes for the Buick show being 
held by General Motors at N.Y.’s 
Waldorf-Astoria next fall. 


Chicago 


cago, July 2-4; 
set for July 
Gillespie, pencilled 
Blue Note July 25, had to cancel 
to make his South American good- 
will tour for the Dept. of State... 
Spike Jones plays the Central 
Wyoming Fair, Casper, Wyo., Aug. 
14-15 ... Ted Lewis into the River- 
side Hotel, Reno, Aug. 30-Sept. 12. 
. . . Eddie Peabody inked for the 
Sheraton-Blackston Hotel, Chicago, 
opening next Wednesday (27)... 
Tex Beneke plays Elitch’s Gardens, 
Denver, July 4-16; he’ll do one- 
niters in the Chicago territory in 
August . . . Chuck Foster pacted 
for the Roosevelt Hotel, New 
Orleans, June 19-Aug. 15. 


Omaha 


The Ambassadors (Vern Suter 
,and George Martin), duo pianists, 
held over at the Cottonwood Room 
oi the Blackstone Hotel .. . Denny 
Miles opened last week at the 
Colony Club’s piano bar . . . Ernie 
Rudy Orch, featuring vocalist Betty 
Clarke, played Peony Park last 
week-end (15-17), with Eddy 
Haddad following tonight (20) and 
Russ Carlyle trailing (22-24) ... 
Betty B. switched from Colony 
| Club piano bar to that of the Ron- 
d-voo Room in the Hill Hotel. 


Pittsburgh 


Tommy Carlyn opens five-week 


16-18 . . Dizzy 





deejay | 


engagement with his band at Oh 
| Henry Ballroom in Chicago on July 
|5.... Reid Jaynes, pianist, spending 
his summer off from Carlton House 
working at Town House Motel 
cocktail lounge ... Spike Jones 
booked for a one-nighter at War 
Memorial Auditorium in Johns- 
town ... Johnny Scott trumpet 
|plaver, received a dental degree 
at Pitt last week and reports to 
Fitzimmons General Hospital in 
Denver June 26 to begin his Army 
interneship ... Tony & Dave left 
town on a month-long concert 
| package tour with Bill Haley & 
Comets . .. Horizon Room _ has 
j\landed Goofers for two weeks 
starting Oct. 1... Another rock 
‘rn’ roll show, headed by Al Hibbler, 
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Komack reports he has completed | 
an album entitled ‘Music To Be | 
Divorced By,” a low fidelity re- | 


Dave Brubeck plays.the Ravinia . 
Park outdoor concert series, Chi- | 
Louis Armstrong | 


in for Chi’s | 
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3 5  +*Wayward Wind (Warman)..... cio. ££ -£ - 2. se | 6 
4 ea errr 2? > ee EP 7 3 3 4 4 67 
5 7 *Street Where You Live (Chappell). ee ee io a 
6 2 Walk Hand in Hand (Republic).... 7. as . © . ws © © & fF 
7 6 ‘*Picnic (Columbia Pic.)............ in eS e . se ee. | ee 
8 8 ‘*Hot Diggity (Roncom)............. oe cee Os oe ss Se | oe 
9 9 *I Could Have Danced (Chappell)... Le Si. + - +. oe ia 24 
10 14 "More (Shapiro-B).............000, a -, = a iS. a ie 21 
11 12 +Graduation Day (Sheldon)......... 5 ae 5 eee | 16 
12 10 *Poor People of Paris (Connelly).... 8 10 Oc ws. 9 11 
13A *Can You Find It in Heart (Witmark) 2 ‘< 9 
13B ; *Too Close for Comfort (Laurel)..... eA 2 Pa 9 
15 11 #£=+Heartbreak Hotel (Tree)........... 9 10 10 4 
Carl Perkins, Cathy Carr and radio sponsorship. Complaint al- 


Illinois Jacquet band, set for two 
performances at Mosque night of 
July 18... Lou Pettita, baritone 
saxman, back with Artie Arnell 
orch after appendix operation... 
Clyde McPhatter set for Rock ’n’ 
Roll Room July 16 and LaVern 
Baker follows him in a week later. 
... Jimmy Palmer plays his home- 
town for first time in seven years 
when he comes to West View Park 
here for a one-nighter July 12. 





PAUL NERO GOES RETAIL 

Hollywood, June 19. 
Vet jazz fiddler Paul Nero is go- 
|ing into the retail end of the busi- 
| ness with a record shop. It makes 
|its debut Sunday (24) following a 
| jazz concert at the Wilshire-Ebell 
| Theatre, which the shop is “pro- 
| moting.” 

Located on the end of the pier 
at Malibu, the store will be called 
|“Way-Out West Coast Record 
Shop.” 








Frank Walker, Loew's veep and 


| MGM Records’ topper, back at his | 
| New York desk Friday (15) after a| 


10-day stay in Bermuda. 




















RCA Victor 20-6513 


Two Immediate Hits—Internationally ! 


THE DONKEY CART 
Frank Chacksfield 


and His Orchestra 


London Record 1671 


DU BIST SCHON WIE MUSIK 





Leo Diamond 


and 


Mantovani and Vico Torriani 


London International P 18249 





BURLINGTON MUSIC CORPORATION 


539 West 25th Street, New York 1 


47-6513 





OR 5-6060 


























regulations, 


} plied that all the charges are “in| 





leges on information and belief 
that since the attacks, he has lost 
19 participating sponsors on 


Landau Film Web 


Continued from page 25 








his 


neem ene 
nighttime option hours. “But they cross-the-board WCBS, ee radio 
control not by contract, not by show and that he hasn’t been able 


to make any television engage- 
ments, the latter having netted 
him an average of $7,500 annually 
in years past. He said the con- 


They control by cir- 
cumstances; they control by eco- 
nomics; and above all they control 
by scarcity. Their control is no|spiracy was organized in February 
greater than the controls exercised | by the three defendants, who pres 
by the local station operator in a |pared and circulated three publi- 
: ; f ;cations that contained the infor- 
single station market. Again, the | mation. 
responsibility for such undue con- Faulk is represented by Louis 
trol lies directly at the door of |Nizer of the law firm of Phillips, 
the FCC which created the situa-| Nizer, Benjamin & Krim. Some 
tion and which has consistently |confusion arose in the daily press 
failed to do anything about it.” j|as to the actual amount of dam- 
Landau also differed with his |48es asked. Specifically, the com- 
fellow syndicators who proposed | Plaint asks $500,000 in damages 
reductions in network option time | from each defendant, but in ac- 





| by stating that they “are not tak-|tual practice the court will allow 


ing a long range public interest | only one “collection” if Faulk 
viewpoint. What would be_ the | W!ns. Consequently the $1,500,000 
benefits, and who would be bene-/| used by the dailies is in effect a 
fited?” The syndicators would get | “paper” figure with $500,000 being 
some benefits, he said, so would|the maximum Faulk could collect. 
some advertisers and some inde- He could get more if the court de- 
pendent stations, The public would | cided punitive damages are in or- 
get “the benefit of more people's | der, but a determination on wheth- 
thinking” and “access to some of /|er punitive damages are involved 
the product of creative imagina- and the extent of such damages 
tion hitherto denied him,” but/are up to the court. 

“there would not be any increase 
of quantity of selection; his view- 
ing would continue to be restricted 





—s 





py, 





by the fact that X number of = ) 

tions in his community could stil 

only broadcast X number of pro- Pi THE 
grams during the hours he had Y) 


available to tune to them. What is 
needed is wider selection, both in 
depth and in breadth, and since 
the hours cannot be _ stretched, 
there again is only one solution. 
Additional stations must be created 
so that the viewer will have more 
selection during those broadcast 
hours.” 


( SEARCHERS! 
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M. WITMARK & SONS, NEW YORK 














Faulk 


samme «~Continued from page 21 cee 


a number of Communist front or- 
ganizations, has participated in 
Communist Party infiltration into 
entertainment-communications and 
that he is disqualified from dis- 
charging his official responsibility 
to enforce AFTRA rules, Faulk re- 





MIMI WARREN’S 


| “TOVER” 


b/w 
“ZOOMBALI” 


Now Available on 


KERRY RECORDS 
3TO East 55th St., N. Y. C. 
Plaza 5-9298 








wilful and wanton violation of the | 
truth.” He declared he is and al-| 


ways has been vigorously opposed | 
to Communism. 

He said that the attacks have} 
rendered him “unemployable” on 
television and have cut into his 
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THE OME AAAT WAS OUT... 
WELR CORDS BROKEN! 


Aud ALL Re OC ne 
































Complete Sell-out™ 
SACRAMENTO SEATTLE SPOKANE 
CIVIC AUD. JUNE 4, 1956 Civic AUD. JUNE 6, 1956 COLISEUM JUNE 8, 1956 
¥$14,100.90 ¥* $19,062.10 ¥$29,965.35 
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SAN FRANCISCO PORTLAND 


CIVIC AUD. JUNE 6, 1966 CIVIC AUD. JUNE 7, 1956 
¥$20,127,00 ¥ $24,686.75 


AWRENCE WELK 


AND HIS CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 


ABC-TV Every Saturday 
for 
DODGE DEALERS OF AMERICA 


P 1M 
ersonal Management Public Relations 


GABBE-LUTZ and HELLER RALPH PORTNOR ASSOCIATES 


NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD 
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Nat Cole Joms 
Spier in Setting 





Publishing Firm 

Nat (King) Cole is stepping into | 
the music publishing field in as-| 
sociation with Larry Spier. The, 
Cole-Spier combo has set up two | 
new firms which will operate un- | 
der the overall Larry Spier Inc. | 
banner. | 

The firms are Princess Music 
(ASCAP) and Rex Music (BMI). | 
The new publishing venture is 
kicking off with seven new songs, | 
“Make Me,” “Two Different | 
Worlds,” “The Boy With the, 
Golden Kazoo,” “Ciao, Signorina, | 
Ciao,” “Make It Nice,” ‘Forgive | 
Me” and “Little Do They Know.” | 

Both firms will be repped 
England by Larry Spier Ltd., in 
Australia by. Alberts & Son, and | 
in South America by Fermata. 
Spier is 50-50 pards with Cole in 
both firms. 

The artist-publisher tieup has | 
become an important part of} 
Spier’s publishing operation. He | 
already has firms with Johnnie | 
Ray (Carlisle Music) and with The | 
Four Lads and their manager Mike | 
Stewart (Beaver Music and Maple- 
leaf Music). 





Band Review 








Vic & KAY TRIO 

Hotel President, Kansas City 
Another in the long line of 

smooth units which: the Hotel 

President has played in its deluxe 


in | 





Drum Room is the Vic & Kay Trio. 
Once this outfit was w.k. here- 
abouts, but it has been in the south 
for five years at the Bentley Hotel, 
Alexandria, La. The Drum Room 
has brought them back for a lively | 
four weeks between stands of the | 
Charles Drake crew. 

The threesome of Vic Colin on| 
accordion, Kay Colin on Hammond | 
and Jack Randall on electric gui- | 
tar makes a point of playing just 
good rhythms for dancing, choos- | 
ing from a long list of standards | 
and interweaving hit parade top-'! 
pers and a latune or two for va- | 
riety. Each member is outstand- | 
ing in his own right, and solo spot 
shifts constantly between’ the 
three. There are doubles for Kay 
on the celeste and for Vic on 
piano. 

Vocal spot centers on Kay, who 
warbles frequently in a soft con-| 
tralto that rates tops, and reflects 
several years she spent as a fea- 
tured band vocalist with the Bob 
McGrew orch and others. Vic & 
Kay have had their trio around for 
about 10 years, and it comes off as 
an outfit highly suitable for deluxe | 
and intime rooms such as this. 


Quin. 
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Coin Machines 








Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 














POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week 


1 1 GOGI GRANT 


POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week 


1 1 


TUNE 
*MOONGLOW 


+’M IN LOVE 


SDceaOornNdtnaw & Ww bw 
Ooo I w P&P 


—" 





ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ......... 


FOUR LADS (Columbia) ........... 


FATS DOMINO (Imperial) .. 


eee Cee? CVICEED kcoc veccecsictenes 


VIC DAMONE (Columbia) . 
GEORGE GATES (Coral) 
CATHY CARR (Fraternity) 
AMES BROS. (Victor) .. 


NOTE: The current comparative sules strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music/, 


TALENT 


ARTIST AND LABEL 


(Era) 


(*ASCAP. +BMI) 


-PICNIC THEME 
+WAYWARD WIND 
*STANDING ON THE CORNER 
*IVORY TOWER Se 
“ON THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE 
+HEARTBREAK HOTEL..... 


AGAIN 


}WALK HAND IN HAND ........ 
*HOT DIGGITY ......... 
*IT ONLY HURTS FOR A LITTLE WHILE 


Wayward Wind 


(Heartbreak Hotel 
4I Want You, I Need You 
|My Baby Left Me 


MORRIS STOLOFF (Decca) -.............. Moonglow-Picnic Theme 


{Standing on the Corner 
reeees UMy Little Angel 


{I’m in Love Again 
(My Blue Heaven 


(Hot Diggity 
More 
Glendora 


Street Where You Live 

Moonglow-Picnic Theme 
Ivory Tower 

Hurts for a Little While 


TUNE 


PUBLISHER 
..Mills-Columbia Pics 


Chappell 
SECTTTTTTTT TTT Ter: 
oes. Reeve 

Republic 

... Roncom 

Advanced 














America’s New Gilfrtend 


PERRY COMO 


RCA Victor 
JACK LEWIS 


rest 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
9109 SUNSET BLVD HOLLYWOOD. CALIF 














Petrillo’s Grip 


Continued from page 39 


and to change the union’s policy 
with regards to the Music Per- 
formance Trust Fund, Petrillo’s pet 
and the object of most of the Lo- 
cal 47 beefs. 

The case of the Local 47 dissi- 
dents, who appealed their suspen- 
sions from membership in the 
AFM, was virtually sealed from the 
very first day. The clincher came 
when Petrillo ordered the play- 
ing of a tape recording made at a 








BUDDY 


QUARTETTE 


Currently 
CAMEO ROOM, New York 


GRECO 





Sd x 


KAPP RECORDS 


x x 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York | 


745 PL. 9-4600 203 


i ee 
tn Ave 


Hollywood 


Chicago | 
8619 Sunset Bivd. 


No. ‘Wabash 


caucus meeting of the Local 47 dis- 
sidents. In this wire-tapped re- 
cording, the leader of the 47 re- 
| volt, Cecil F. Read, was heard to 
say that Local 47’s explusion from 
the AFM would be the best thing 
that could happen to it. 
made an effort to separate Read, 
whom he castigated as anti-union, 
| from his supporters, to whom he 
| appealed to return to the fold. 








| Westinghouse 


=m CONtinued from page 17 See 


in Portland, Ore., is an ABC out- 
let.) For the time being, Westing- 
| house will continue to carry “Mon- 


Is i 
| itor’ on weekends, but even here 


| ule. 

| NBC-affil situation is intensified 
iby the fact that CBS Radio has 
| been steaming ahead in sales and 
| ratings. Moreover, there’s. the 
matter of CBS’ increase in station 
payments, a matter which doesn’t 
sit too well with NBC outlets. The 
June 29 meeting, which will be 
chaired by Les Lindow, of WFDF, 
who heads the NBC Radio Affili- 
ates exec committee, was called be- 
fore the CBS announcement of in- 
{creased station payments, but it’s 
considered a certainty that the 
topic will be a major bone of con- 
tention.- 

Westinghouse tie with NBC 
Radio goes back more than two 
decades; if possible WBC would 
prefer to maintain it if solution to 
the problem could be found.  Be- 
lieved a factor in hastening the 





lit only carries part of the sched- | 


projected pullout is the recent 
flood of network daytime commer- 
|cial cancellations, including the 
| ‘exodus of the soaps,” which seri- 
ously affected the daytime com- 


| mercial sked. 
Petrillo | 


WBC’s opposition to ‘“Week- 
day,” it’s known, stems from a 
| variety of reasons: that it would 
|not, in a highly competitive radio 
|era, build necessary audiences for 
| affiliates against tough competition 
of CBS and the indies, and that it 
might in fact interfere with local 
stations’ own patterns and pro- 
gramming of blocks and _ strips; 
also that the ‘‘Weekday” 


|of radio and that it was placing 
inetwork in_ direct 
with stations for 
| Spot biz. 

| June 29 meet, 
|some quarters, 

| **sizzler.”’ 


vital national 


it’s reported in 
could well be a 


| pricing | 
| setup undercuts the rate structure | 


competition | 


ee, 
- 


—_—_—_ 
| Hub Jaz 


Continued from page 41 —— 


jazz in the Hub, if decision is made 
to locate here. Jazz has had about 
five years in Boston. Wein openeg 
'the city’s first jazz cafe, Storyville 
‘in the fall of 1950. 

In 1952, Wein opened a secong 
jazz spot, Mahogany Hall. Both 
limped along at a faltering gait 
(until the last few years when the 
aficianados started jamming ip. 
|\Now, Wein presents the biggest 
names in jazz at his spot. Duke 
Ellington, Count’ Basie, Sarah 
| Vaughan, Louis Armstrong, Ell, 
Fitzgerald, George Shearing, Woody 
Herman, Turk Murphy, Dave Bry. 
beck are among the many playing 
the Hub jazz nitery. 

Wein, who lectures on jazz at 
Boston (Mrs. Lorillard was attend. 
ing Wein’s course and suggested 
the first Newport festival), says 4 
jazz artist ought to be accepted on 
|its own terms. “Why should a guy 
like the late Charlie Parker have 
a to worry about working?” he 
asks. 
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A Good Tuner 


Continued from page 39 —— 
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ly couldn't cut “Amazing Adele.” 

another show which ran out of gas 
_before hitting New York. Two 

other musical projects, “Reuben, 

Reuben” and “Ziegfeld Follies” 

closed out of town even before 

reaching the stage of lining up a 
/cast album deal, even on a tenta- 
| tive basis. 

Columbia Records emerged as 
the top legit picker of the past 
season with the smash “My Fair 
Lady” set and Frank Loesser’s 
.“The Most Happy Fella.” Decca 
came up with a bestseller in the 
Sammy Davis Jr. starrer, ‘Mr. 
| Wonderful,” while Victor had a 
so-so seller in the Rodgers & 
Hammerstein “Pipe Dream.” Vics 
tor, incidentally, cut “New Faces 
of ’56"" last weekend while Epic 
| Records is going ahead with the 
off-Broadway offering, ‘‘The Lit- 
| tlest Revue,” which closed after a 
four-week run at the Phoenix. 





Cell Block 7 on TV 

Dallas, June 19 
Cell Block Seven, local dixieland 
| Sroup, will appear on the Ed Sulli- 

| van show on CBS-TV on July 8 
| Following they will embark on 
|a series of one nighters all over 
Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Kansas, New York and a month in 
Chicago. 





The Jodimars, Capitol’s rock 'n’ 
|roll combo, open at the Riptide 


| Club, Wildwood, N.J., June 29. 


From the 20th Century-Fox Film 
“THE REVOLT OF MAMIE STOVER” 


IF YOU 
WANNA SEE 
MAMIE 
TONIGHT 


MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 




















PERFECT RECORDINGS 


OF ANY INSTRUMENT OR VOICE 
DEMONSTRATION RECORDS MADE 


A Record ry BOTH SIDES 





New Baidwin Piano Available 
| AIR CONDITIONED STUDIO 
Expert Piano Accompanist Free 


{ 839 WEST END AVE. - 2nd Floor 
i ENTRANCE ON 101st STREET 


| 
| Call Riverside 9-8582 - 2-9 p.m. 

















THE HIT OF THE WEEK 


KAY ARMEN 


LOVE 
is 
You 
MGM 12256 


MG’ 





TENDERLY 
HE 
WATCHES 
K 12256 


Civds 











“HIGH , 
SOCIETY” IN HIGH FIDELITY I$ HEADLINE NEWS! 


BING AND FRANK 
TO 
FOR THE FIRST TIME! 








uno TRACK OF AM 





ALBUM NO. 750 


GRACE KELLY SIN 
GS TO0! 
le hen ARMSTRONG AND HIS ore ' | 
ORTER’S NEW FILM SCORE! 


VISTAVISION ‘ 
It’s another sensational 


RANK SINATRA 


M-G-M presents —!" 
2. P 


savin BING CROSBY: GRACE KELLY - F 
Hs 


a sot c. SieG 


SOUND TRACK ALBUM by CAPITOL 





... featuring great performances 
thrilling High Fidelity, 


and a dynamic 


Music and ly 
GREEN conducting the M-G-M sTUudIO 


JOHNNY 
Color by TECHNICOLOP 
ERS 
= promotional campaign! 


CHARLES watt 
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Must Depend on Imports for Novelty, 
Acro Acts, Says Lederer After Tour 


America must look to 
permanently for its supply of acro- 
hatic and novelty acts, according 
to Hans Lederer of the Lew & Les- 
lie Grade Agency, who returned 


| 


from a two-month tour of Erope | 


last week. Lederer pointed out 
that acrobatic and novelty acts are 
still a vital need for U. S. show 
biz inasmuch as circuses, several! 
teleshows and riteries still need 
this type of performer, and pro- 


curement of fresh talent in this di- | 


rection continues to be a problem. 
Lederer says that in his tour of 


'ture will have to appropriate some- 


eight countries, he scouted about | 


20 acts that are ripe for presen- 
tation in the U. S. Bulk of them 
are in the various European cir- 
cuses of which Lederev saw 25 dur- 
ing his tour. 

He points out that the most im- 
portant facet of European show 
biz is the ability of an act to work 
50 weeks out of the year. At the 
same time, this vast amount of 
work permits standard acts to 
break in apprentices and supply 
sufficient training so that the flow 
of new talent is constant. The 


Lederer, is low enough to permit 
the replenishing process, and be- 
cause of this angle, Lederer says, 
video will enhance rather than de- 
crease the available amount of tal- 
ent. 

Lederer reported that Sweden 
lias come to be a premiere show- 
case for top names. The China 
Theatre, Stockholm, and various 
cabarets are shopping around for 
headliners. The China, he says, 
has booked Eartha Kitt for July 
1, and has played, among others, 
Lena Horne, Charles Trenet, Maur- 
ice Chevalier, Edith Piaf and Irene 
Hilde. 

Increase of names comes with 
the repeal of ordinances forbidding 


| 





| 
| 
| 


‘ing development. 


Kuscese (eee 


Ohio May Buy Beach 


For Recreation Park 
Sandusky, O., June 19. 

Gov. Frank J. Lausche of Ohio 
is expected to ask the legislature, 
which will convene in a _ special 
session on June 28, to put up 
money to buy Cedar Point, in order 
to give the state a fifth recreation 
spot on Lake Erie. The legisla- | 
where around $1,500,000 for Cedar 
Point. 
It has been a private amusement | 
park and vacation spot for many | 


| years, but recently private inter- | 


ests announced they were purchas- 
ing the 400-acre Point for a hous- 
Among the proj- 
ects this would eliminate is the 
vast outdoor ballroom, where name 
bands have been booked for many 
years. The resort properiy will be 
up for sale when the Erie County 
courts approve an application of 
the Central National Bank, Cleve- 
land, trustee under a will, to dis- 








| _ : | 
wage scale in Europe, according to | POS® of it. | 





GAC-Hamid Set 


Name Packages — 
For Fair Route 


GAC-Hamid, the outdoor book- 
ing subsid of General Artists Corp. | 


| has set up a series of name pack- | 


ages for fairs which have already | 
been booked for 156 one-nighters | 
with indications of a 175 total be- | 


spots with entertainment from serv-|fore the routes are locked up. 


ing liquor, and spots serving liquor 
from presenting enterttainment. 
The importation of talent from Eu- 
rope and America has 
since October when repeal of this 
legislation went into effect. 


AGVA SEEKS TIEIN 
TO KILL 20% CAFE TAX 


Hollywood, June 19. 

One of the first acts by dele- 
gates to the American Guild of 
Variety Artists convention meeting 
in Disneyland, was to instruct the 
national committee to establish a 
liaison committee with other 
unions and guilds in order to fight 





will probably head the committee. 
The American Federation of 


| 


boomed | 


Agency has blueprinted up four 
shows, some of which will rotate | 
headliners. “TV Discoveries” will | 
comprise Russell Arms, Denise | 


Lor, Jill Corey, Zippy the Chimp, ’* 


Lamberts and the Ernie Rudy 
Orch. A rock ’n’ roll setupv with 
Lillian Briggs, and Carl Perkins to | 
spell her in some situations, is also 


|being lined up. In addition, | 
there’s a hillbilly unit ‘“Midwest- 


| ing 
the 20° cabaret tax. Eddie Cantor |tions such as novelties and acro- 


ern Hayride” and a kiddie show. 

GAC has gone into the outdoor | 
biz in a big way since its acquisi- 
tion of George A. Hamid, Inc., and | 
subsequent formation of GAC- | 
Hamid with Hamid as prexy. With | 
the Hamid firm in its corporate 
structure, GAC has been combin- 
the orthodox outdoor attrac- 
bats with some of the 


names on | 


jits lists. Thus it has found that it | 


Musicians has already set up a pro- | 


gram to work for the repeal or re- 
duction of the cabaret tax which it 
claims is killing jobs for its mem- 
bership. AGVA committee will be 
instructed to work with this union 


has been able to line up about 14 | 
weeks of work for The Mariners 
and Pat Boone and a few datys for | 
Eydie Gorme. 


All agencies in the outdoor field | 


| anticipate that the season this year 


as well as other components of the | 


Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America, and various restaurant 
and hotel employee unions. 


Tony Martin to Brit. 


i; out 
‘tional 


; toretront 


For Film, Video Date: 


| will be going out, and in addition, 


London, June 19. 
Tony Martin flies into London on 


Saturday (23) and will appear on 
Val Parnell’s video “Sunday 
Night at the London Palladium” on 
the following evening 

Purpose of his trip is to star 
with Vera-Ellen in Marcel Hel 
man’s “Let’s Be Happy.” which 
is to be made at the Associated 


British studios at Elstree. 


U.S. Magico’s Cook's Tour 
Glasgow, June 19. 
Virgil, U. S. magician at Em- 
pire Theatre with his “Magicana”’ 


‘atichew. wh dn-& tour oF Homh Briggs and the Mariners have been | $2. According to Publisher Kan-| 
Ameeeion tor 1068 te atti nak be inked. ter, anyone can learn hypnotism. | 
coils tn See Ei © eaklt ate mont Gate will be pegged at $1 gen-' Lustig was last in town acting as 
vear. eral admission and $1.25 for grand- | advance man for Columbia Pict- 
" Magician is near close of a five- stand locations. Mariners, Elkins | ures’ ‘The Harder They Fall.” 
year world trek, which is due to Sisters, Two Flames have been 

end February, 1957. Virgil features | signed for Sunday opener, Sept. 9, 

his wife Julie in his show, which | P0lding for four days. Pat Boone | Jarghe Buys Red Carpet 
has Mervyn Phillips as musical | 902" Weber and Tony Pastor and | , ; 
director. Stage director is Robert | the original NBC's Midwestern | Dick Jacobs, owner of Le Cupi- 
Fenton. |; Hayride will follow with Lillian | don, N. Y., has taken over the Red 





|a medium run of headliner, 


will 
than 
Bob 


be heavier with top 
usual. In previous years, 
Hope and others, have gone 
for a few dates. Canadian Na- 
Exhibition, DuQuoin (IIlL.) 
and others have been in the 
of name buying for the 
past few years. 
ever, approximately the same 
amount of the top level of names | 


names 


Fair 


will be 


given greater prominence via 


+1 
ve 


packages that are being set up by 
GAC in addition to other percen- 
teries 


Brockton Books Packages 
Brockton, Mass., June 19 
Brockton Fair will go all out for 
name singers this year with GAC- 
Hamid booking the attractions for 
the first time in 16 years The 
fair, one of the biggest in New 


| England, is skedded for Sept. 9-15, 


and Carl Perkins, Pat Boone, Joan 
Webber, Tony Pastor, 


| Briggs and Carl Perkins set for the 


weekend. In addition Hamid will 


| (Eddy 


| Town 


| Guarantee 


}an 


This season, how- | 


Lillian | 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake. June 19. 

Simril, of the Ballan- 
tyne Equipment Co. of Omaha, 
elated over his top progress that 
rates him a go-home in the very 
near future. Ditto for Muriel 
Sisters) Danzi, also Mickie 
(IATSE) Jacobi and Sally Frick. 

Catherine McCabe, from _ the 
Gotham office of ABC-Paramount, 
in for a week’s vacation with her 
husband Fred McCabe 
progress is all on the good side of 
the ledger. 

The Sixth Annual Adirondack 
Antique Show is skedded here for 
July 31-Aug. 2 et the Harrietstown 
Hall. The entertainment 


Robert 


' field is represented by Mrs. Wil- 
|liam Morris Jr., Mrs. Jacques De- 


Mattos, Mrs. William White (Ruth 
Morris) and Mrs. Solomon Drutz. 

Frank (IATSE) Morsch in from 
Gotham for a weekend visit with 
his wife Ann. The gang here hand- 
ed him a surprise birthday party 
that nearly floored him. 


Write to those who are iil, 





Senties to Book Names At 
Moulin Rouge in H’wood .. 
To Draw Tourist Biz 


Frank Sennes, operator of the 


‘Moulin Rouge, Hollywood, will buy 
/names on top of his regular floor- 
| shows. 


Current engagement. of 
Spike Jones, says Sennes, is so 


successful that names will be a 
|regular policy from here 


on in. 
Boniface was in New York last 
week to pact other names\in addi- 
tion to taking a looksee into the 
N. Y. talent office he maintains. 
He’s hired Al Dobritch to be in 
charge of his N. Y. drop with 
Gladys Tipman assisting. Branch 
had been in charge of Larry Gengo 
who resigned to go with Music 
Corp. of America. 

Sennes will be buying stars on a 
and percentage basis. 
Set so far are Johnnie Ray for Aug. 
14 and Helen Traubel who will go 
in with the new show preeming 
Oct. 8. 

Despite the fact that the Moulin 
Rouge is virtually in a non-com- 
petitive position in Hollywood as 
far as the gjitery picture is con- 
cerned, Sennes has found it neces- 
sary to install top talent. He points 
out that after three months of the 


|Same show, little publicity can be 


obtained, and therefore in order to 
entice tourists, a headliner is nec- 


essary to bring fresh reviews and | 
a new batch of customers. | 


with it 
In this respect, Sennes is going 
in the same pattern of Lou Wal- 


ters, operator of the Latin Quarter, | 


N. Y., who also refurbishes his 
long-running shows with 
changes of headliners. In both in- 


| stances, these cafes are in situa- 
tions far removed from competi- 
tion. 


Accgrding to indications, Sennes 
thinks that names will be a per- 
manent part of his setup. He’s in 
advantageous position in this 
respect, inasmuch as he’s the book- 
er for the Desert Inn, Las Vegas, 
and he maintains a talent agency 
with headoffices in Cleveland. 


‘BRIDEY’ CUES REISSUE 
OF HYPNOTISM BOOK 


Philadelphia, June 19. 
Dave Lustig’s “How to Stage a 
Hypnotic Demonstration,” out of 
print for 20 years, will be brought 
back by Mike Kanter Publications, 
of Philadeiphia, under its new title 
“Vaudeville Hypnotism.” First edi- 


tion is skedded to hit the stands 
this summer. 

Reprint of the book stems en- 
tirely from the “Bridey Murphy” 


craze and current interest in pro- 
fessional and amateur hypnotists. 
Lustig used to work Keith’s and 
Proctor circuits under the name of 
“La Vellma.” He was once asso- 
ciated with Dunninger. 

Tome will run 40 pages and cost 





|Carpet, from former deejay Red 
| Benson. Spot reopened Monday 


Celeste Hoim is booked for the ‘have the Wazzan Troupe, Aerial | (18) with Gloria Hearne, pianist. 


Cafe de Paris, London, siarting| Semrus, A. Robbins and Payton & | 


Monday (25) for a five week stand.! Rae plus orchs, 


| Other acts are expected to be 
} added shortly. 


whose | 


periodic | 


NY. Cafes, Inns Spurting With Upbeat 


; 
| 


Of Tourism; Subway Strike’s No Dent 





-Magicos Conjuring 
- Conclave in Miami B’ch 
Miami Beach, June 19. 

Annual convention of the Inter- 
| national Brotherhood of Magicians 
| gathers here from June 22-26 with 
over 1,000 members, including dele- 
|gates from Japan, India, England, 
/South America and Canada. Head- 
quarters will be at the DiLido 
Hotel. 


In conjunction with the conclave 
there will be sessions conducted at 
the Municipal Auditorium and a 
special show-exhibition <itled ‘““Won- 
derama” for the public on the 25th. 
Annual banquet the night before 
will commemorate the anniversary 
of the death of Howard Thurston. 
Big stunt ef the meet will feature 
Rajah Raboid, a Beach resident, 
when he attempts a feat in mental 
telepathy in which he will be 
“thought-directed” by Dade Coun- 


| 
| 
| 





from a blimp flying over the city. 


ili 


Film Players 
Flop in 1-Day 
N.Y. Live Plugs 


| The one-day appearances by top 
‘film players in New York theatres 
‘are giving the drawing power of 
'stageshows a bad name. The gratis 
'showings, done in connection with 
‘pictures, haven’t been drawing to 
jany great extent in New York. 
Virtually all grosses done on these 
one-dayers have been disappoint- 
| ing. 
| For example, George Gobel did 
'only $4,200 at the N. Y. Paramount 
lin connection with his film, “Birds 
land Bees.” Danny Kaye did under 
| $10,000 in his one-day stand at the 
isame house in connection with 
\“The Court Jester.” Desi Arnaz & 
Lucille Ball similarly scored a sub- 
|par amount when trailerizing ‘‘For- 
lever Darling’ at Loew’s 
| Also providing little comfort was 








|Liberace’s date with ‘Sincerely 
Yours.” 

In virtually all cases, it would 
have been difficult to buy them 


for four shows at the gross which 
they scored during these one-day 


appearances in New York City. On | 


ithe other hand, the one-day explo1- 
jtation appearances have done well 


in the bulk of the situations away | 


from New York. 


are still being studied by various 
showmen. Some feel that these 
odd items clinch the conclusion 
that names appealing 
trade must be bought to 
super-iakes. It’s pointed 
the Rock ’n’ roll shows contain- 
ing performers with little perma- 
nent stature have been doing tre- 
mendous business wherever shown 
in out-of-the-way houses such as 
the Apollo, Brooklyn Paramount 
and the Academy of Music on 14th 
Street. 

On the other hand, some feel 
that the one-day shots defeat their 
own purposes inasmuch as they do 
not permit any sort of 
Many who might have come out for 
the one-dayers believe that every- 
one who would ordinarilly come 
out in a two-week run will be at 
the theatre and therefore are de 
terred from attending. 

However, the publicity attendant 
these showings are generally help- 
ful to the run of the picture and 
therefore film toppers believe the 
process is justified. However , those 
;concerned more with the talent 
end of the business are generally 
dismayed at the meagre pull of the 
|gratis showings. They comfort 


hit 
out that 


headliners with a percentage stake 
in the pictures are called upon to 
| make the cuffo tour. 





Hilltoppers to U.K. 
Edinburgh, June 12. 

The Hilltoppers, U. S. vocal 
group, are set to play a week’s 
date at the Empire Theatre Aug. 6. 
They will follow with another week 
at the Empire, Glasgow, top Scot 
vaude date. 

Group tees off its British tour, at 
‘the Hippodrome, Birmingham, 
jJuly 16. 





* The one-day subway 


ty Police Chief William P. Norton | 


State. | 


The lessons of these appearances | 


to the kid | 
the | 


buildup. | 


themselves with the fact that only | 


Strike of 
last Thursday (15) failed to affect 
New York’s nitery business. Bonj. 
faces thus have come to the con. 
clusion that they’ve lost the bulk 
of the subway trade, but business 
remains at a very good leve| at 
|both the Latin Quarter and the 
Copacabana, The Versailles never 
| figured the strapholders as a fac. 
tor anyway. 

Business last week bounced back 
after a recession Ot we “revious 
.semester. At the same time, hotel 
occupancy also hit an increase wit} 
the result that their entertainment 
rooms are also hitting excellent 
takes. 

The spring upsurge in visiting 
firemen is also proving beneficia] 
to both hotels and niteries. During 
May and until a couple of weeks 
ago, many of the smaller midtown 
hotels were loaded with highschool 
senior classes coming in on their 
annual class trip. Virtually the 
|; only important gainers with these 





| visitations were Radio City Music 
|Hall, sightseeing bus lines and 

occasional film and legit snows. As 
|soon as they vacated in favor of 
ithe better heeled visitors, biz 
| picked up considerably. 

Hitting an excellent stride are 
the hotels. The Starlight Roof of 
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria had the 
misfortune to lose Harry Bela- 
fonte via illness. After two weeks 
of so-so trade due, to a great ex- 
tent, to failure to be able to adver- 
| tize its headliners, spot is now on 
,an SRO binge during dinner ses- 
|sions and getting respectable 
| houses for the late shows. Lilo, 
who headlined at the Cotillion 
Room of the Pierre Hotel earlier 
this season, moved in and is ae- 
counting for the bulk of the busi- 
ness. 


OTTAWA SPOT DOUBLES 
AS CAFE CARNEY LOCALE 


Ottawa, June 19. 

Fairmont Club, local nitery, is 
playing a unique double bill this 
week. Inside, the usual floor show; 
,outside, a carny, complete: with 
wheels, rides, games and shows. 

Once a golf and country club, the 
Fairmont has acres of grassy 
reaches on all sides and since the 
course is not maintained now, the 
nitery lets it be used by midways 
or staff picnics from industry and 
government, most of picnickers 
staying over for the dance and 
show in the evening. 

Carnival is Daniels Greater 
| Shows, small but busy outfit that 
plays smaller towns and suburban 
| areas, 











Emmett Kelly Set For 


Orange Bowl ‘Jamboree 
Clown Emmett Kelly 
set for the “North Carolina Jam- 
boree,” a two-hour outdoor spec 
to take place at the Orange Bowl, 
Miami, June 28 during the Lions’ 


has been 


International Convention. Oth 
in the layout to include Ray Mid- 
dleton, DeMarcos, Eddie Peabody 
and the Brigadiers. 

Myron Lanin Agency set the 
deal. 





McNerney Left $630,718 


San Francisco, June 19 

Dennis J. McNerney, Frisco the- 
atre bus=ness owner, left properly 
worth $630,718 when he died at 69 
on Novy. 7, 1954, an inventory 
by attorney Walter 
superior court last 
showed. 

Largest item in the estate was 4 
$200,000 stock interest in Blumen 
feld Enterprises Inc., in which he 
was a partner. The firm 
‘number of theatres and some real 
| estate. 

McNerney left his estate in trust 
for his widow, Caliesta. 


McGovern i 
Thursday (14) 


owns a 





CATE TO AIRPORT MOTEL 

Harry W. Cate, former assistant 
|manager of the Taft Hotel, N. Y» 
‘has been named manager of the 
LaGuardia Hotel, 156 room motel 
/now under construction on 2 site 
| adjacent to LaGuardia Field, N. ’- 
| New inn is being built in three 
sections. First segment wil! ¢ 
|completed about July 1. A cock- 


| tail lounge is included in present 
| blueprints. 
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LOUNGES FLOWER IN DESERT 


Cloak & Suiters Into Nitery Biz 
Via Bankrolling of Fashion Show 


For the first time in N.Y. nitery + 


pistory, a major nitery will have a 
show underwritten by commercial 
sponsors aS an evening attraction. 
“Fashions in Rhythm,” which had 
a short run at the Versailles as a 
cocktail hour divertissement, has 
peen enlarged for presentation 
during the cream time, It’s essen- 


tially a fashion show with song | 


and dance production, but initial 
tryout indicated evening potential. 


This time, cast has been en- 
larged to include Jerome Court- 
land and Paula Hayden, along 
with femmes recruited from the 
casts of “Strip for Action” and 
“Ziegfeld Follies.” Others in the 
Jayout will be Harry Harris, Bob 
Miller, Tony Rella, Dale Monroe, 
Bill Heyer, Susan Brooks, Helen 
Silver, Buz Halliday, Sue Ann 
Langdon and Barbara James. Sid- 
ney Shaw is directing and score is 
composed by Jane Douglass White. 
Choreography is by Bob Hergot. 

Jan Brewster produced the show, 
which will be underwritten, to a 
great extent, by a group of manu- 
facturers and retailers of men’s 
and women’s clothing, with various 
other tieups such as_ jewelry 
houses, accessory manufacturers, 
juggage houses and others. Thus 
the generally expensive item of 
costumes and several other factors 
will be cuffed for the house, thus 
reducing expenditures to a mini- 
mum, 





| 


| 
Sponsored shows have long been 


an important factor in show biz, 


and of late has been creeping into | 


the live talent fields via industrial 
shows. However, this is the first 
time that a nitery has gone in for 
shows underwritten by commer- 
cial groups. 

Development will be watched by 
other nitery entrepreneurs and 


rroducers, inasmuch as it not only ; . 
ones SOME 8S & ‘- | nually played in the past following 


provides an important segment of 
the overall costs of production, but 
automatically entices a large group 
of customers. A manufacturer with 


a segment in the Versailles show, | 


will certainly bring a lot of buyers 
into that spot and bring an order 
pad with him just in case. Cloak 
and suiters have always comprised 


an important segment of the N.Y. | 


nitery industry. This time, they'll 
be going for purpeses in addition 
to entertainment, ‘even if only to 
see what the competition is show- 
ing this season. 

Units of “Fashion in Rhythm” 
are expected to be constructed also 
for out-of-town niteries. 





Ringling Bros. Hit By 
Stampeding Elephants; 
Only Sprechen Deutsch 


Latest in a series of mishaps at 
the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus occurred last week 
at Hicksville, L. I., when 12 people 


Were injured after a pair of ele- 
Phants broke loose into the crowd 
and caused a few horses to break 


a 


No one was hurt seriously. 
Labor difficulties, many of them 
nt on by the picketing of the 
national Brotherhood of Team- 
and the American Guild of 
Artists have been bedevil- 

e big top. Circus l 
Considerable number 


has lost 


of roust- 


€ 


“outs and has been forced to set 
Up late in virtually all its stops 


‘ince pulling out of New York, 
Pe a no shows have been can- 
ed. In some instances, the first 
Patrons were admitted as late as 
“Pm. and a second show was 
elven immediately. 

_ The Ringling outfit has lost some 
‘“Y employees because of labor 
out cuties. Included in the walk- 
Seek Baptiste Schreiber, the 
th vnant trainer. Insiders say that 
.- animals were trained by 
~ireiber to take instructions in 
rapt. and since his replacements 
. Ol sprechen deutsch, the bulls 
“€ In a state of confusion. 


uw 


| entertainment. 


|licewoman and a state police ser- 


Harris May Do 
Tce Capades In 





Nab 3 From Mass. Cafe 
On ‘Immorality’ Charge 
Monson, Mass., June 19. 
State police raided the Orange | 
Lantern nitery on Route 20 Sat- 
urday (9) night and nabbed a six- 
foot blonde Boston exotic dancer, 
the emcee and the club owner on 
“immoral show” charges. 


Arrested were Anna Silva, 32, 
known as Ann Holland the dancer; 
Ralph Neistat, 52, known as Ralph 
Lewis, Hartford, Conn., emcee, 
charged with participating in an 
immoral show; and Peter A. Pesso- 
lano, 44, Springfield, Mass., 





charged with presenting immoral | 
All three’ were | 
bailed for arraignment yesterday | 
(Mon.) in Palmer district court. | 

The’ exotic, w.k. in Scollay | 
Square (Boston) and Chicago night 
spots, was arrested by a state po- 


geant seconds after she completed | 
her act before 85 customers, 


RENO & TAHOE 
TAKE VEGAS LEAF 


By MARK CURTIS 


Reno, June 19. 


Reno and Lake Tahoe, in the 
footsteps of Las Vegas, are taking 
the entertainment-lounge route for 
bigger summer trade. In fact, sev- 
eral places which last year booked 
big names, have made the total 
switch from shows to a continuous 
entertainment policy. 

Already there are 


about 25 








Lombardi Gets Leave 


Jo Lombardi, orch conductor at 
the Latin Quarter, N. Y., has been 
given a leave of absence of boni- 
face Lou Walters, to baton for 
Danny Kaye during his two-week 
|stand at the Carter Barron Amphi- 
'theatre, Washington, starting to- 
,;morrow (Thurs.). Lombardi 





To Baton Kaye D.C. Date! 


has 


AGVA, Burley Union to Sound Off 
At Each Other at 4A’s Convention 


* Convention of the American 
;Guild of Variety Artists is slated 
‘to ask the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America to look into 
the affairs of an affiliate, Burlesque 
|Artists Assn. Union is to present 
|a resolution to that effect at the con- 
vention opening in Disneyland, 
| Calif., today (Wed.) It will mark 
the first time that one affiliate has 
|asked the parent org for a looksee 
_into the affairs of a sister union, 
| There has been some bad feeling 


groups playing the area as against |been maestroing for Kaye since | between both AGVA and BAA for 


75 in Las Vegas. The demand for 
combos and units is reaching more 


|comic first played the Palace The- 
atre, N. Y., several years ago. Lom- 


;a number of years. In fact, the 
'BAA currently has charges up be- 


of a competitive status than for the | bardi was regular conductor at that fore the 4As against AGVA on the 


headliners in the theatre-restau- 


rants. 


The Mapes was the first to try |Wences, Darvar & Julia, Dunhills | both unions. 


the formula last summer in its new 
corner casino and has been operat- 
ing the policy ever since. Now it 


| has just opened up another lounge 
|on the ground floor with more 


units, and his planning on putting 
groups to work in the Skyroom 


| casino. 
} 


Across the little Truckee River, 
the Riverside began lounge acts 


The two entertainers were also | only a few months ago in its newly 
charged with failing to register | remodeled casino, plus a piano in 
their true names with the State) jts corner bar. 


Dept. of Public Safety. 





Pitt Ball [Park 


Pittsburgh, June 19. 

Chances are that Pittsburgh will | 
see its home-grown skating extra- | 
vaganza, John H. Harris’ “Ice Ca- | 
pades,”’ this fall despite fact that | 
the Gardens, where show has an- 


its late summer warmup in Atlantic | 
City, is being razed to make way | 
for a deluxe apartment house. 
Harris may stage his ’57 edition 
outdoors at Forbes Field, where 
the baseball Pirates hold forth, | 
early in September. The deal hasn’t | 
been set yet but is expected to be 
announced any day now. Lending 
credence to the report is fact that 
local National League entry will 


| be on the road from Sept. 2 to the 


llth, normally the time of year 
when “Capades” comes here. Har- | 
ris has had ball park experience 
in past, doing well in both Milwau- 
kee and Baltimore. 

Gardens was operated under lease 
by “Ice Capades” impresario for 
number of years, but he couldn't | 
get together with owners on a new | 
rental and they decided to convert | 
the property. -Big shows, like ‘‘Ca- 
pades” and “Ice Follies,” will have 
to wait now for an indoor home 
here until new Civic Auditorium 
goes up downtown. It doesn’t fig- 
ure to. be complete, however, be- 
fore ’59 at the earliest. 
hockey entry, the Hornets, owned 
by Harris, won’t be back either 
until the arena goes up. 


JUDY’S VEGAS BOW SET 
FOR NEW FRONTIER HT. 


Las Vegas, June 19. 





Judy Garland will make 
nitery ‘“‘debut” at the New Frontier 
Hotel here July 16 because the 
Tropicana Hotel’s opening plans 
still are uncertain. Frontier date 
on which she will be accompanied 
by 11 male dancers, is for four 
weeks. 

Miss Garland had a tentative 
deal with Monte Proser for the 
Tropicana, but Proser was unable 
to set a date since the opening of 
the new hotel is yet to be deter- 
mined. Miss Garland then okayed 
a deal offered by Frontier enter- 


her 


tainment director Sammy Lewis. | 


Stand actually isn’t a debut since 
she was in a nitery once before— 
when she was 11 years old. She 
Played a Lake Tahoe spot, was 
seen by a Metro scout and grabbed 


j tor films, 


| 


| 


{of Tahoe, 


Local pro | 


The Golden has just resumed 


/operation under new owners Jim 


and Bill Tomerlin, by turning its 
theatre-restaurant into the Mardis 
Gras Lounge with three groups 
trading off for 12 hours a night. 
The Primadonna on its reopen- 
ing introduced a stage bar for the 
first time two months ago, 


smaller supper supper clubs al 


over town are going in more and | 
more for dance units and late hour 


entertainment. 
At Tahoe, Harrahs Club has been 


on the successful route since it 
opened last summer, featuring a | 
small theatre-restaurant seating 


150, but continuous entertainment | 


with name artists sprinkled among 
its units. This has been the opera- 
tion which most Tahoe spots are 
modeling after. 

Bal Tabarin Remodeled 


The Bal Tabarin, at the northend 
has completely remod- 
theatre-restaurant into a 


eled its 


| wide-open room. The center of at- | 


traction is the stage bar, looked | 
down on from a cocktail lounge, 
coffee bar, terrace dining room 


and casino. 
The new Crystal Bay Room at 
the Northend also, will add to the 


continuous entertainment policy 
with units for dancing. : 
Only the Cal-Neva, the oldest 


resort at Lake Tahoe, will continue 
(Continued on page 50) 





SOMEBODY IS TRYING 


TO MURDER THIS GUY 


Boston, June 19. 

John J. Sullivan, Hub _ nitery 
booker, narrowly escaped death in 
a bombing plot on his home in 
Medford, believed a result of “‘busi- 
ness competition’ Sunday (17). 
Sullivan, who bperates J. J. Sulli- 
van Theatrical Agency in Boston, 
booking around 40 clubs and nit 
eries, was knocked off his feet to- 
gether with two Medford police of- 


ficers summoned by his wife when 
a crudely ‘constructed dynamite 
bomb exploded in front of his 
home. ; 


The blast perforated one of Sul- 
livan’s eardrums and inflicted fiash 
burns on 


All the 


face 
en-room 
the 


and 
windows in his se\ 
bung were 
force of the explosion. A second 
unexploded dynamite bomb 
the first consisting of six sticks of 
dynamite wired together inside a 
cardboard box was found near the 
garage under the house. Police 
ordered the house evacuated. 

Sullivan was taken to Lawrence 
Memorial Hospital for tetanus and 
penicillin shots. The two officers 
were treated for shock. 


.¢ P . | 
nis arms legs 


alow shattered by 





Auds Costs $6,800,000 
Omaha, June 19. 


The Omaha Improvement Com- | 


mission last week closed the books 
on construction of the city’s new 
City Auditorium which has been 
open for biz since Jan. 1, 1955. 
The total cost was $6,853,520. 


and | 


like | 


| house during that period. 
| Rest of the show will include 
| and The Houcs. 





i 


Big Leagues KO 
Top Cafe Talent 


In Milwaukee 


By GLENN TRUMP 


Omaha, June 19. 
Get a major leacue baseball 
| franchise, just sit back and watch 
| the dollars roll in, huh? Might 





| sound dandy to the L. A. and S. F. 
nitery ops, who are eager to cash 
in on that excessive hardball loot. 

But just a second, chums. 
a look at Milwaukee, the first city 
to get a major-loop spot after some 
50-odd years of concentrating 
around Boston, Cleveland, Chicago, 
New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis, 
Washington, ete. 

It has been three years now since 


Milwaukee has been in the big- 
| league status. The novelty has 
| worn off. 


The Tic-Toc Bar, once the hiatus 
of such names of Sophie Tucker, 
Billy Williams, etec., and across 
from the city’s lone topnotch hotel, 
the Schroeder, is now ‘Fazzio’s,” a 
class eating spot. But it now 
{no more entertainment than a 
standard local trio. 

Says manager Tony Fazzio, ‘‘Why 
put in any more entertainment? 
The people come here after 
| ballgame, they spend as 
money as if there were entertain- 
ment. It just appears that a .300 
| hitter is more popular than a top- 
notch act. Why fight it?” 

A talk with nabe bistro ops 
produced much more vehement 
talk. “The average working guy,” 
one op told this’ vacationing 
VARIETY mugg, “takes a couple of 
cans of beer home, buying ’em 
from me, when the Braves are out 
of town. He can listen to the out- 
of-town games. But when the 
Braves are home, he runs to the 
field, buys his beer there and I 
get no patronage. It isn’t like the 
Clubs who put their games on tv 


and the tavern guys still get their 
regular takes of beer.” 

The fact remains that the only 
live entertainment available’ in 
Milwaukee is strip acts. There are 
over a dozen spots that offer same 

but, then, they did in the pre- 
bigleague days, too. 


N.Y. TIN PAN ALLEY 
MULLS R ’N’ R POLICY 

Jack Steiner, operator of Tin Pan 
Alley, N. Y., is mulling the installa- 
tion of rock ’n’ roll acts. In sev- 
,eral instances where this type tal- 
ent has been used, according to 
Steiner, receipts have jumped con- 
siderably and shou!d sufficient acts 
in that genre come along, spot will 
| be on this diet permanently. 

Tin Pan Alley, after several 
weeks of operation, hasn’t been on 
ithe forte side except for a few 
weekends and a few stands in 
‘which several acts such as Rover 

Boys and Laverne Baker were on. 
It’s expected that the new head- 
‘liner nightly policy will continue. 


Take | 


the | 
much | 


|matter of failing to live up to the 
reciprocity agreement between 
Another factor in the 
bad feeling lies in the frequent 
|overlapping of jurisdiction. AGVA 
|members have been working in 
|burlesque houses, and BAA per- 
formers have been going into 
| niteries, 

| Basis of the AGVA request for a 
peak into BAA affair: is the charge 
that it has no contracts with any 
existing theatres, it is in no posi- 
tion to service its members and 
that it has not permitted any de- 
gree of democracy in the organiza- 
tion. 

There’s also been bad feeling on 
the score that the BAA has addi- 
tionally charged AGVA with strike- 
breaking tactics in a number of 
burlesque theatres where AGVA 
jhas permitted comics to go into a 
‘house on the BAA unfair list. 
BAA’s stand on this issue is also 
strengthened by the 4As support of 
| BAA against the burley houses. 

Despite the charges and counier- 
charges, AGVA will make its bid 
for an investigation mainly on the 
themes that it has not organized 
its jurisdiction and that its mem- 
bership is not consulted in organi- 
zational affairs. 

Because of the similarity of juris- 
|dictions with many members of 
both unions finding it necessary to 
work the variety as well as the 
burley field, there have been sev- 
eral attempts to create a perma- 
nent tie with the between both un- 
ions. However, BAA has resisted 
these attempts. 


Wildwood Lakes, K. C., 
Clicks With Big Shows 


For Teens, Family Biz 
Kansas City, June 19. 
Entertainment package being of- 





has | 


fered at the outdoor Wildwood 
Lakes resort southeast of town is 
figured as a big bargain. Park has 


been a recreation center here for 
years, but recently has been under- 
going upgrading by owners Bush 
& Laube with top acts topping 
its many facilities. 

Park is open from 10 a. m. till 
midnight weekdays, and till 1 a. m. 
Saturdays and Sundays. Gate ad- 
mission entitles the customer to 
the run of the place, and he can 
take his choice between picnicking, 
fishing, swimming, minitaure golf 
and other games, penny arcade, two 


dance floors and two evening 
Shows. There is free parking and 
free baby sitting service, no small 
item these days And food and 
soft drinks available at acceptable 
prices. 

Entertainment policy began a 
year ago with change of talent each 
veek, opening on Tuesday. Policy 
is being continued this year, this 
bill listing ‘Hit Parade” singer 
Russell Arms, rock ’n’ roll special- 
ist Lillian Briggs, slack wire acro- 
bat Jimmy Troy, dixieland trum- 


peter Pee Wee Irwin (and his five 
pieces), m.c. Chick Willis and line 
of four girls. 

Management is breaking in a new 
outdoor theatre this year, with the 
first show going on outside and the 
troupe moving into the dance pa- 
vilion for the later show. In an 
hour this one had some fancy mo- 
ments and some slow spots as well. 
In his first date since the “Hit Pa- 
rade” went off the air for the sum- 
mer, Arms registers strong with 
pops such as ““Moonglow,” “Love Is 

/a Many Splendored Thing,” ‘“Heart- 
(Continued on page 50) 
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Vaude, Cafe Dates 


| 
| 








New York 


Options for Roberta Sherwood | 
and Lenny Kent exercised by op- 


erator Jules Podell cf the Copa-| pajmer House, July 12 for five... 


cabana, N. Y., for a full five-week 
term... Joe E. Lewis to start at 
El Rancho, Las Vegas, July 31... 
Connie Moore and the Hamilton 
Trio take to the Eden Roc, Miami 
Beach, starting tomorrow (Thurs.) 

. Dick Shawn set for the Cal 
Neva Lodge, Lake Tahoe, Nev., 
July 16... Jackie Lee begins June 
29 at Johnson’s, Wildwood... 
Mindy Carson goes to the Fon- 
tainebleau, Miami Beach, Juiy 24 
. . . Joan Weber tapped for the 
Shamrock-Hilton, Houston, July 5. 

Singer Ann Jewett preems at 
One Fifth Ave., N. Y., July 30... 
Randy Robbins set for a two-week- 
er at the Club 59, N. Y., starting | 
June 26... Bea Kalmus goes into 
the Hollywood Hotel, West End, 
N. J., for the summer beginning 
June 29... Joan Brandon set for 
a series of dates in amusement 
parks including River View as Des 
Moines; Eldridge Park, Elmira, 
N.-Y. ... Mary Burton checks into 
the Latin Casino, Philadelphia, 
June 27. 


Chicago 


Micki Marlo plays the Chez 
Paree, Chicago, June 29-July 11, 
on the bill topped by the Ritz Bros. 
. .. Julius La Rosa, Rickie Layne 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 Files $7.00—All 35 issues $25 
Singly; $1.05 per script. 


For 





@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
e MINSTREL BUDGET $25 e 
e 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 


opening at Chi’s Chez Paree to- 





e BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 


$3. 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.'s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circte 7-1130 








HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES || SCUM, = Zh0 under | 
00 |sponsorship of Country Music En- | 


| Galveston, 


night (Wed.) for a single frame... 
Kodell set for the Palmer House, 
Chicago, July 12 for five frames... 
Muggsy Spanier heads bill at the 





The Goofers play the Mapes Hotel, | 
Reno, July 12-25... Nino Nanni 
into the Park Lane Hotel, Denver, | 
Aug. 10-30 . . Dick Kallman 
pacted for the Balinese Room, | 
Galveston, June 28 for a pair... 
Constance Bennett opened at the | 
Baker Hotel, Dallas, Monday (18) 


for two weeks .. . Dannii Jennii 
open at the Crescendo, Houston, 
tonight (20). | 
Hollywood | 

Alan King booked into Las’! 


Vegas’ Flamingo, June 28 .. . David 
Rese guest conductor for the Holly- , 
wood Bowl’s Co'e Porter Night 
July 21, set Dan Dailey to co-star 
with Byron Palmer and Patricia 
Morison on the program ... The 
Royal Guards, Ben Yost singing 
group, set for a four-week stand 
at the Riviera, Las Vegas, on bill 








| with Bernie Wayne supplying mu- 


_comedienne-dancer 


SANTLEY MUSICAL COMEDY 





Set for Buick Dealers at Produc- 
tion Cost of $275,000 





Hollywood, June 19. 

Buick has signed Joseph Santley 
to produce a 45-minute musical 
comedy to be shown to Buick deal- 
ers only in a seven city tour start- 
ing Sept. 24 in Flint, Mich., home 
of the auto firm. Show will cost 
around $275,000—comparable to, 
the current outlay for a Broadway 
musical. 

Morrie Ryskind will do the book 


sic and lyrics. Bob Sidney will 
' choreograph. | 
Talent set thus far includes 


Betty Bruce, | 
and comics Wally Brown and Dave | 
Burns. Show will play Los An- 
geles, Chicago, Atlanta, New York, | 
Detroit and Fort Worth with Coal: | 
ers from the various areas called | 
in to see the musical pegged 
around the new Buick models. 





Season at San Jose 


San Jose, June 19. 


The 21st season of the San Jose | 
Concert Series at the Civic Audi- | 








(the entertainment lounge 
| coming 


———— 
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_ Lounges Thrive in Desert 








a floor show policy, with George 
Gobel scheduled to open the sea- 
son July 2. 

Even Carson City, the smallest 
capital, put its first stage bar in 
operation last week in the Nugget, 
the town’s liveliest casino. 

Not a new idea by any means, 
is be- 
Nevada’s newest weapon. 
Las Vegas strip spots are bidding 


| against each other, and playing the 


same names one after another in 
their lounges. 

Gradually, it has been discovered 
that quiet units are probably less 
desirable next to the casino action 
than the loud ones. The proximity 
to noise seems to stir up the ac- 
tion around the tables, the players 
entirely oblivious of what’s happen- 
ing on stage. Dixieland groups and 
jazz groups, blowing with open 
horns, used to be “shushed”’ ky ca- 
sino managers. Now the policy is 
“the louder the better.” 

Will It Crowd Out Shows? 

In the past several months it 
has also been noticed that these 
units can sometimes outdraw the 


toplined by Ken Murray and Marie | torium, under the management of! name talent in the theatre-restau- 


Wilson opening today (20) 


Wendell Watkins, will open with) rant. 


This leaves the question— 


Bobby Short opens at the Castle Mantovani and His New Music (Or- | “will shows be crowded out alto- 


Restaurant June 29... Harry Kuh | 
elected prexy of the Hollywood 
Comedy Club succeeding Frank | 
Fay ... Bob Millar orch and) 
Manuel Cerecedes & His Latin! 
Americans opened poaerees | 
(Tues.) at the Dinegrill of tthe} 
Hollywood Roosevelt to 
dance chores . . Sue 

opens at the Balinese Room, Gal- 
veston, June 28 for a fortnight. 


share | 


| 
| 


Texas 


Al Hibbler and Carl Perkins will 
headline another big rhythm and | 
blues show scheduled for Aug. 2 
at Municipal Auditorium, San | 
Antonio . Red Foley and his | 
Ozark Jubilee will play the Coli- 
Houston, June 19, under 


terprises, local group headed by | 


|Marvin Gilbreath, Ted Roggen and | 
|J. M. Ward .. . Ritz Bros. opened a | 


two-week stand in Balinese Room, 
with Jack Fina orch 
the bandstand. 


“pst | 
remaining on | 
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“BRAVO 10 
CONNIE SAWYER” 


—THE PEOPLE 

















first night." 


most popular stars of the year. 





“It's a long time since | heard such spontaneous applause at a cabaret 


“American comedienne Connie Sawyer looks like proving one of the 
She's not only funny, but pretty.” 


STARRING AT 
COLONY RESTAURANT, London 


STAN SCOTLAND, MERCURY ARTISTS 


EVENING NEWS 


WHAT'S ON 


| 




















|cluding Lawrence Winters, 


| medley, 


' theatres. 


chestra of 45), Nov. 5. 

De Paur Opera Gala, presenting | 
excerpts from “Four Saints in} 
Three Acts,” “Carmen Jones” and | 
“Porgy and Bess” under the direc- | 
tion of Leonard De Paur and in- | 
Inez | 


be held Feb. 9. 

The Canadian Players, from the | 
Stratford Shakespearian Festival, 
are booked for March 1. Chicago | 
Opera Ballet, in “The Merry 
Widow” and “Revenge,” with Mar- 
jorie Tallchief and George Skibine, | 
is to be the attraction March 29. | 

Artur Rubinstein will solo 
March 23; Blanche Thebom, April 
9. 








Wildwood Park 


Continued from page 4% 








break Hotel” and adding a fillip | 
with his parodied calypso, “It 
Never Happened To Me.” 

For the sport shirted set, pre- 
dominating on the park bench seats 
here Lillian Briggs is the choice, 
and crowd showed its approval 
generously as she wrapped up her 
rock ’n’ roll versions of “Rock 
Around the Clock” and “I Want 
You.” She varies the selections, 
but not her style, on the more 
standard “Mobile” and a _ Dixie 
among others. And she 
also throws in a few licks on her 
trombone for more kicks. 

Vet Chick Willis handles the 
m. c. chores acceptably, and is like- 
ly to be on hand for several weeks. 
He also sings neatly. Jimmy Troy 
is a slack wire and trapeze man 
from circuses and adds novelty to 
the bill. P 

Park is following the policy of 
offering two bands, the Larry Phil- 
lips crew playing for dancing in 
the regular pavilion and backing 
the show New feature this year is 
the “teenage” ballroom, an outdoor 
patio, and for this a dixieland or 
jazz unit is being brought in. This 
week its Pee Wee Irwin, long 
known here from whence he start- 
ed, and he doubles for a couple of 
show numbers, heading the six man 
crew which reels off specialties in 
pair of hot numbers for the shows. 


Ail this adds to a package likely 
unmatched anywhere in the land 
toda [It is evident from the trade, 
much of it family groups who come 
for a dip, feed out of the basket 
a cold bottle (near beer) 
sitting down for the show. 


and get 
before 


The admission is less than they 
would have to pay a baby sitter in 
many cases. Management is rising 
to the occasion with an entertain- 
ment budget well into four figures 
weekly and supporting it with a 
steady advertising pitch. Quin, 





Schine Summer Closings 
Albany, June 19. 


Schine Circuit has shuttered the 
Avon in Watertown until June 21, 


and made summer closedowns at 
the Hippodrome in Gloversviile, 
the Palace in Oneonta and the 


Strand in Hudson Falls. The Avon | 
is a first-run; the Hippodrome and | 
Palace, weekend situations. 


Schine kept the Olympic in Wa- 


onta open. Both are  first-run 


gether?” 

In several cases this has al- 
ready taken place, both in Reno 
and Las Vegas. Although its un- 
likely that shows will entirely dis- 
appear, they can certainly be put 
in a minor role with this new em- 


Carson | Matthews and Luther Saxon, will | phasis on continuous entertainment 
| fare. 


Mert Wertheimer, owner of the 
Riverside, says he’ll always have 
shows. “They give the place pres- 
tige.”’ 

How does it happen that names 
have lost out with these small 
combos and units? In the first 


place, there is far more freedom in 


a lounge. There are no set hours 
when a patron must arrive and 
leave, he-can talk, get up and 
move around, ignore the entertain- 


ment completely, or sit there and | 


absorb it. The atmosphere is far 
more informal. 

But entertainers themselves had 
a lot to do with the change. Big 


salaries drove some clubs to look 


for the new approach. 
“After you pay a headliner $10.- 


| 000 or $12,000, plus your orchestra 
one own- | 
to make | 
out on the tables or sell an awful | 
And, of course, } 


and line and other acts,’ 
er explained, “you have 


lot of dinners.” 
despite the advent of the minimum 
in Nevada a year ago, dinners in 
gambling clubs have always been 
notoriously low priced as part of 
the lure. 

But at Tahoe last year, 
owners complained that, while 
their shows were always filled to 
capacity, everyone got up and left 
when the curtain came down, pass- 
ing the tables without so much as 
a glance. And, theatre-restaurants 


would allow children whereas ca- 
sinos would not. 
This new entertainment policy 


also has more of a chance of pay- 
ing off throughout the year, too. 


Continued from page 49 


club | 








With the summer season only about 
four months long, operators can 
probably afford to dispense this 
kind of unit entertainment all wip. 
ter long, too. 


Here’s the rundown of units cur. 
rently appearing in the area. At 
the Golden, the Kirby Stone Four, 
Don Haven’s Hi-Fis, and the Eddie 
Gomez Quintet. The Mapes hs 
| Kay Martin and Her Body Guards, 
| Rudy Rodarte & Keynoters, East. 
man Trio and Marcia and her Mis. 
ters. At the Riverside, Joe Wolver. 
'ton’s Dogpatch Revue with Poliy 
Possum, Johnnie Scat Davis and his 
Skatette, Charles Farrell, and in 
the corner bar, Rosa Linda. The 
Primmadonna has the Three Twins. 


« In Carson City’s Nugget, Turk 
Murphy’s Jazz Band is playing. At 
Lake Tahoe, Harrahs Club has 
the Goofers, The Rhythmettes and 
Lous Jordan and his Tymphany 
Five. At the northend of Tahoe, 
The Bal Tabarin has the Alamas 
Brothers, and the Mack Twins. The 
|Northshore club features Teddy 
Noell orchestra and Buddy Reed. 
pianist. The Crystal Bay Club has 
the Music Masters and the Two D's, 

Add to these the smaller efforts 
of smaller places and the trend is 
well in force. 
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“‘THE COMEDIAN” 


The only real monthly 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 


Now in its 71st issue, containing 
stories, one-liners, poemettes, song 
titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mono- 
logs, parodies, double gags, bits, ideas 
intros, impressions and impersonations, 
political, interruptions, Thoughts of 
the Day, Humorous Views of the 
News, etc. THE LATEST! THE 
GREATEST! The MOST-UP-T-O 
DATEST! Start with current issue, 
$15 yearly— Two years $28 — Three 
years $40 — NO C.0O.D.’s — BILLY 
GLASON, 200 W. 54 St., New York 19. 
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THUNDERBIRD, Las Vegas 
and Wing 
straight 


“Toy move into | 


modern  ballrooming 
after doffing kimonos for tux 
and gown, Fiashback to the | 
Castles is nimbly footed. The | 
Joe Frisco takeoff merits mitt- 
ing, but the femme's trick step- 
ping while on toe shoes gains 
the top reception." Will. 


TOY and WING 


International Dance Sensations 


‘THUNDERBIRD HOTEL 


(Opening June 14th, 2 Weeks 


FRANK SENNES AGCY., TOM BALL, 


Just Concluded 3 Weeks 


Las Vegas 


MAPES HOTEL 
Reno 


MARION HICKS 


Contact ALICE FABER AGCY. 
120 El Camino Drive 
Beverly Hillis, Calif. 
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Palmer House, Chi 
Chicago, June 14. 
The Crew Cuts (4) with Morty 
Jay, ‘Trio Capricho E¥panol (3), 
Jean Wetzel, Dancing Dolis (2), 
Charlie Fisk Orch (with Lee Char- 
mel); $2 cover. 


Offbeat booking (for this room, 
anyway) of a pop vocal group like | 
the Crew Cuts promises to do 
hefty biz for the Empire Room | 
during its four-week run. Layout 
opening Thursday (14) is loaded 
with appeal for prom couples and | 
yet has entertaining ingredients 
for the older generation. 


The Crew Cuts put on quite a 
show for anybody’s money and | 
even an older audience gets a kick | 
out of it. Some of the Crew Cuts’ | 
opening numbers may be unneces- | 
sary; “Get Happy” and “Blue 
Moon,” intended to win over an 
older aud with songs of their 
vouth, could be left out without 
joss. Once the boys get into their 
pop clicks, they get audience par- 
ticipation effortlessly, a sure indi- 
cation that the act is going over 
pig. Though it ran too long open- 
jng night, with judicious pruning, | 
this act could be one of the hottest 
around, 

Group sings and moves well to- 
gether. “Ballgame” bit and an 
oldtime vaude routine, the first 
with bats and caps and the second 
with straws and canes, are well 
done. But biggest clicks here are 
the identifying hits, “Crazy ’Bout 
You Baby,” “Earth Angel,” “Koko- 
mo,” and the biggest of them all, | 
‘Sh-Boom,” provides the show’s 
climax. Though it could have been | 
left there, the boys also do an in- 
timate bit, with one of them sing- 
ing lead at ringside-with a porta- 
ble mike while the rest back him | 
up from the stage. They go off to 
salvos Morty Jay conducts the or- 
chestra and backs expertly at the 
88. 

Trio Capricho Espanol, youthful 
Spanish dancers held over from 
the last layout here, provide the 
same fiery Hispano hoofing they 
did last time around for the same 
hefty returns. Though more dis- 
tinguished by fire than control, 
group gets big mitts for its fla-| 
menco terping. 

Jean Wetzel, a Gallic harmonica 
expert, provides a_ well-balanced 
program of harmonicology with | 
good showmanship values. Intro- 
ing his numbers with pleasant, 
French-accented chatter, Wetzel 
does an original composition, 
“Happy Express,” which gets big 
returns from the customers and 
also registers with the ‘“‘Minute| 
Waltz,” ‘Fire Dance,” etc. There 
is excellent change of pace 
throughout and his demonstration 





of virtuosity emerges to win loud! 
mitting at the wrap-up. 
The two “Dancing Dolls” do a 


neat job of introducing and spacing 
the show with their brief terp and | 
voice bits. 

The Charlie Fisk orch provides 
solid backing throughout, and han- | 
dies the dansapation in between 
while Lee Charmel vocalizes pleas- 
antly. Gabe. 


Sans Souci, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, June 17. | 


Larry K. Nixon, George Foster, 
Sammy Walsh, Freddy Calo Orch; | 
$2.50 minimum. 


] 


Thanks to combo of guided-tour | 
groups (on same route as the must- | 
see Fontainebleau), big June load 
of honeymooners and convention- 
fers, the Blue Sails Room in this 
mid-Beach hostel is holding its own 
in the take department, with as- 
Sist by modest-budget for layouts, 
which are in-and-out. Current line- 
up is definitely of the “in” cate- 
gory. 

Larry K. Nixon is a comic who | 
has an abundance of material lard- | 
ed with yock-laden twists applied | 
Via a well-timed delivery. Major | 
Portion of Nixon’s session is cen- | 
tered on in-law and spouse jibings. 
His concentration on that phase of 
Waggery pays off in continued | 
howls. Climaxer is adeptly worked | 
Out portrayal of a nervgus first- 
flighter on an airliner. H®’s been 
Using this routine for some years 





now and it reflects the constant | 
polishing and inserts of new ideas | 
© point where tabler_reacticn | 


keeps bubbling to big palm payoff. 
_George Foster is a nice looking | 
young baritone who shows strong 
Potentials both as a straight chant- 
er and as a singing impressionist. 
On the latter side, he runs off the 
etter knowns ranging from high- | 
noting Bill Kenny to Nat Cole, | 
With strongest item in the arrange- | 
ment, a spoof of Vaughn Monroe. 
»€re's still need for smoothening 
fi delivery and stage deportment. | 
Oth a matter of time and experi- | 
€nce. As is, he notches a big re-| 
ception, 

Sammy Walsh, vet cafe enter- | 
ainer, is permanent host-conferen- | 
“ler, The easy-does-it style in! 


| Four 


ia rock ’n’ 


;neat in a satire of a South 


which he works soon gets the aud 
warmed and friendly via a series 
of home-town tune requests into 





which he injects a group of laugh- | 


lyrics. 
Freddy Calo and his crew cut 
the show in adept manner. Lary. 


Blinsirub’s, Boston 
Boston, June 13. 


Gisele MacKenzie, Albrights ‘2),| palm-primings to heavy pitch with 
& Leon, Harrison & Fisher, | advent of Fran Warren, making her | 
Gaylor | first stand in this area since com- 
(12), Lou Weir; $4,50 Mini- | pleting her 17-month run in 


Edna 
Amandis, Michael 
Orch 


mum. 


Gisele MacKenzie, opening Mon- 
day (11) for the week, is jamming 
them into Stanley Blinstrub’s big 


} 
| 


| 


| 


| 


! 
| 


1,700 seater at the tail end of the} 


season. Miss MacKenzie, w. Kk. 
through her “Hit Parade” video 


spot, gets big ovation and does 
three encores. 
Opening with “Picnic,” she 


speofs a hill rendering of ‘Love 
Is Many Splendored Thing” fol- 
lowing with another spooferoo of 
“TIT Saw Mummy Kissing Santa 
Claus,” and gets big reaction with 
roll version of 
Blue Gown.” She also does ‘‘Hard 
to Get,” a French number, “Le Fi- 
acre,” and accompanies herself on 
violin to render “Vaya Con Dics” 
for heavy round of palm whacking. 
Thrush has no difficulties with the 
big room, projecting fine even to 
upper balconies, but overdoes the 
winning personality bit. She gets 
of with a “Hit Parade” signature 
after a medley of songs over the 


‘Alice | 


i style gowning, with a wily blend of 


Fontainebleau, M. B’ch 
Miami Beach, June 15. 
Fran Warren, Chiquita & John- 
son, Gene Allen, Sacasas Orch, | 
Murray Schlamm; $2.50-$3.50 min- | 
imum, 


The La Ronde Room lineup for 
this session is one that moves into, 
high gear quickly and builds the 





“Pa- i 
jama Game” in Chicago. 
The results of musicomedy 


work 


are strongly evident in Miss War-| 
ren’s projection and drive, the 


overall effect that of a solid song- 
stress who looks smart in high- 


arrangements that play up -ability 
to take on upbeat rhythms or bal- 
lads, with intelligent handling of 
the lyric. 

There are few traces of the ex-| 


| band-singer or platter chick in the | 


current maturing of her style. She 
turns on the charm and garners 
smiles with a smoothly siaged ver-| 
sion of “Whoopee” then turns to a} 


| ballad for change of mood that | 
|holds the aud rapport previousiy | 
'established. Adroit handling of | 


|winder into “Hey There.” 


years from the show, and returns | 
for a nicely executed “Merci Beau- | 


coup.” 
Albrights open the show 


_. | building 
with | 


some slick terping in the French | 


vein and score with can-can and 
Apache routines. Edna & Leon, | 
acro act, works some. difficult 


stands on table clinching with dou- | 


| ble iron jaw bit in which lad holds 


femme in air. Harrison & Fisher 


get big returns with terping parody | 


of temping techniques. They are 
Ameri- 
can tango team, in ultra 
spoofs and a Marilyn Monroe bit 


|in which femme portrays the film 


star as a dancer. 

Four Amandis play a return date 
with heavy mitting for their triple 
somersaults from teeterboard to 
chairs. 

Mike Gaylord cuts a nicely paced 
show and Lou Weir is slick in the 
organ interludes. Guy. 

Black Orehid. Chi 
Chicago, June 12. 

Don Adams, Helen Boice, Hadda 
Brooks, Joe Parnello, Al De Marco, 
<enny Sweet; $4.50 minimum. 





male ringsiders makes medley of | 
standard pops a winner, in a hand-| 
mike walk-around-stage concept. | 
“Sunday Kind Of Love” serves as 
Encore 
brings “Lover Come Back To Me” 
in an inventive arrangement that| 
gets them pounaing for the big 
bowoff. 

Chiquita and Johnson; in 
middle slot, come off to sceadily | 
mitting for the compli- 
cated adagio-balancing that high- 
lights the ballet-touched grace of 
the tiny femme. The climaxing 
splits and slides serve to double the 
impact, earning encore demands 
from the tablers. They’re one of | 


the 


the best teams to have worked this 


| poshery in some time. 


|fore he gets then warmed to his 
modern | 


The booking problem facing the | 


Orchid, which generally sees 
shows put together at the last min- 
ute, this time has. produced an un- 
even layout. Three-weeker opened 
Sunday (10). 

Don Adams fills the top slot here 
with a tasteful, offbeat kind of 
humor. Adams delivers satirical 
monologs in an almost professorial 
manner; there is no _ slapstickery 


This does elicit appreciative chuck- 
les. Adams is a handsome, young 
comic whose future clearly lies in 
the sophisticate intimeries. His 


brow for universal appeal. 
makes much out of a laugh-produc- 
ing reading of a press clipping, a 
nifty spoof of historical novels 
with book in hand, and builds to a 
hilarious satire on the 


coach's peptalk as a closer. The 
audience sends him off to ioud 
palms. 


Helen Boice is also in the comic 


|vein, -but of an entirely different 


kind. Miss Boice is a very com- 
petent performer but her humor is 
much broader than the headliner’s. 
Ribbing herself and laughing con- 
tagiously at her own material, this 
generously - proportioned come- 
dienne gets good returns from the 
house but would get much better 
in the hinterland niteries. Miss 
Boice sings with‘ lusty voice and 


Young Gene Allen, in the teeoft | 
assignment, takes some minutes be- 


comedics. Once he disposes of a 
mixture of familiar and new one 
liners, he enters the laugh-return 
route with a sertes of quickie im- 
preshes, then a cleverly worked 
out duo-voice bedtime story, with a 
moppet’s vocalistics well handled. 

3ring back by aud finds him in- 
volved as a mixed-up male fashion 
model following instructions from} 
an offstage commentator. Idea has 
been seen here in another version 
in recent months, but fast pace and | 


new angles take the seen-before 
edge off. 

Sacasas and his crew back mu- | 
sical matters expertly. Lary. 


Gatineau. Ottawa 
Ottawa, June 15. 
Jaye Bros. (2), Leonards (2), Pat 
Morgan, Lindsay-Daye Dancers (6), | 
Champ Champagne Orch (8); $1 
admission, 


Jaye Bros. toss the book at the 
Gatineau Club customers _ this 
week on songs, impressions, nos- 


|talgia, gimmicks and almost every- 


| 


|approach may be a shade too high- socko singer Pat Morgan, back in 
Comic | this room after a two-week hiatus. 


| 
| 


football | with 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


generally creates an impression of | 
oldtime vaudeville is about to pop | 


out any minute. Distaffer attempts 
to recreate another era by singing 
the identification numbers of Eva 
Tanguay, Al Jolson, Nora 
and George M. Cohan. 


too successful, but the customers 


Bayes | 
This is not | 
| Orch 


give her nice palms for the asso-| 


ciation anyway. 
Hadda Brooks was rushed in to 
fill a gap at the last minute; she 


generally sings at the piano bar in | 


the Orchid’s Junior Room. Miss 
Brooks is a sepia looker but not 
overly qualified for the standup 
vocalistics. Much that is over- 
looked at the piano bar is spot- 
lighted on the stage; phrasing, 
timbre and song-selling are more 
obviously deficient here. 


Joe Parnello and Al De Marco waitresses dressed in official Is- 
play a neat showback and Kenny | land outfits. 


Sweet plays a listenable intermis- 
sion piano, Gabe. 





| giving the spot a complete Hawai- 
|/ian motiff throughout. 


here but lots of unexpected twists. | So eae 


thing but acro. Impressions are| 
of celebs like Dean 
and Liberace. A smooth 
tribute to Jimmy Durante in terp 
and piping is the standout. 


Busiest boy in the 


show, is 


Morgan emcees, does a solo stint, 
chants with the Lindsay-Daye Dan- 
cers in their trio of Latin terps ap-| 
pearances, and song-backs an item 
the Leonards, male and 
femme _  adagio. His fine voice 
comes through nicely in “Sin To} 
Tell A Lie,” “Live Till I Die’ and| 
others. Hedges a dozen tunes al-| 
together. ; | 
The Leonards are a class adagio| 


pair, producing sparkling terps ses- | 


sion to big mitting throughout.| 
Femme partner is a slick blond} 
who gives plenty glitter to the} 


stanza, though both are able dan- 
cers. 

Champ Champagne house band. 
showbacks and plays for dancing 
Yvonne 88s and canaries in the 
lounge. Gorm. 





_— 


Amato’s, Portiand, Ore. | 
Portland, Ore., June 15. 

Hilo Hatti, Sol Bright, Johnny 

Ukelele, Pineapple Pete, Leilani, 

Ilima, Kona Nani, Carlyle Nelson 

(5), Mikelani Fo & Buddy; | 

$1.50 cover. 





Hilo Hatti is back for the first 
time in two years with her All 
Hawaiian revue and since opening 
last Mon. (11) the ropes have been 
up and the reservation book is 
nearly full for the rest of the 21- 
day date. Bossman George Amato 
converted his plush showcase by 


In addition 
to decor, he has his waiters and 


Miss Hatti opens the show with 
a rousing special material “I'll 





/ing Television.” 
| all the way. 


| Mikelani 


| smooth handling of “16 


1 (2), 


rintricate 


Come Back To You” for solid re- 
turns. She stays on stage the en- 
tire 70 minutes of the layout, in- 
troducing, working with, and giv- 
ing an explanatory commentary of 
everything that is going on. The 
lecture seshes are given with 


plenty of serious facts hypoed with | 
| comedy. 


She also slams out her famous 
“Hilo Hatti Hop,” “Cockeyed 
Mayor” and climaxes with “Watch- 
She is top notch 


Sol Bright, 
stops the 
Hawaiian 
chirping. 
to beg off. Johnny Ukelele demon- 
strates some musical talent as he 


Hawaiian cowboy, 
show with his Scotch- 
tunes and his western 





Biltmore Hotel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, June 15. 
Romo Vincent, Maria Neglia, 
Augie & Margo, Hal Derwin Orch 
(10); cover, $1.50, $2. 


If there’s any question as to why 


| Romo Vincent is a perennial vis- 


| 
| 


iior to this downtown caravansary, 
one glance at his routine should 
provide a ready answer. He has 


| something different to offer every 


He is a natural and has} 


strums, picks, slaps, and gives the|} 


tiny, instrument a good working 


over. “Tea For Two” and “Stars 
and Stripes Forever’ got the 


knife and forkers 
early. 
Pineapple Pete has a _ robust 
baritone voice accented with fal- 
setto. Troupe has 3 fresh beauties 
in Leilani, Ilima and Kona Nani. 
Orb fillers are on for three group 
numbers in addition to solos and 
duos. Tahitian Festival finale’ is 
ops. The revue has a good change 
of pace, top costuming, variety, 
and moves fast. 
Cariyvle Nelson’s 
Orchecira is in tor the show and 
sets the tempo for dancing 
throughout the evening. The reg- 
ular house band are on vacation 
during the three-week show. 
House was packed when caught. 
Fo and Buddy entertain 
in the lounge with piano, drums, 
and songs. Feve. 


Hawaiian 


Chandicre, Ottawa 
Ottawa, June 12. 

The Platters (5), Lenny Colyer, 
Terry & Diane, Harry Pozy Orch 
(8); $1 admission, 
Ottawa’s nitery clientele, nor- 
mally cold to the rock ’n’ roll style 
of piping, is giving big returns to 
The Platters, a lively, well-staged 
fivesome in the Rose Room of the 
Chaudiere Club. Featuring 
Mercury disclicks, Platters are en- 
hanced by socko arrangements and 
an ability to make the most of 
them. Four males and a femme 


they would help their stint by giv- | 


time out and always at a high en- 
tertainment level. 

This time, the “Magnificent Ob- 
struction” tends to lean a little 
more to singing than to straight 
comedy. He has a good set of 
pipes and he knows how to use 
them, particularly on a_ get-off 
medley of standards that has him 
perambulating around ringside. It 
serves as a fine finish to a 35-min- 


off their hands | ute stint that generates consider- 


able amusement, particularly with 
a Texas routine and a drunk bit. 


His new “Bullfighter” could be 
trimmed to good advantage but 
throughout, Vincent — the only 


man who can do a bump north of 
the equator—delivers strongly. 


Fiddler Maria Neglia holds 
down the second = spot strongly 


| with some excellent bow work and 


sly comedy. She seores effectively 
with the inevitable “Het Canary” 
and evokes a well-deserved ova- 
‘ion for her version of “Sorrento.” 
In addition to skilled fingering and 
polished fiddling, she punciuates 
the turn with some fancy string 
plucking to achieve unexpected ef- 
fects, 

Opener is Augie & Margo, a new 
and exiremely promising dance 
team. They have youth, grace and 


imagination and work with prac- 
ticed ease. Routines, some of 
| which weave a touch of flamenco 


into the ballroom format, provide 
constant interest and their feoting 
is deft and sure. Team looks like 
it will become one of the better 
dance outfits on the circuit. 
Maestro Hal Derwin and his or- 


|chestra provide fine show backing 


their | 


ing bigger parts to the canary who | 


handles the voice chores neatly 
and is clicko in the mugging slot 
Big emphasis on rhythm, Platters 
get solid mitting with “Gumdrop,” 
“Only You,” “Great Pretender,” a 
Tons” and 
a novelty, “Love All Night.’ 
Lenny Colyer works an okay 
comedy slot, overlong for this show 
but manages to keep the pace up 
throughout. Colyer has gags that 


could stand renewing and impres- | 


stanza helped considerably by the 
looks and build of the femme part- 


| sions that draw plenty of palm- 
slaps, particularly his apings of 
|} Lanza, Pinza, Como and Gabby 
Hayes. 

Terry & Diane offer a routine 
tap session with some acro, the! 


ner. Harry Pozy band does its usu- 
al clicko showbacking and dance}! 
tunes. Gorm. 


Eddys’, K. €. 

Kansas City, June 15. 
Margaret Whiting, The Dandees 
Tony DiPardo Orch (8); $1, 
$1.50 cover. 


The Eddy establishment swings 
to one of the better names among 
song sellers with Margaret Whiting 
making her first stand-in K.C. 
Coupled on the bill are Benny 
Danson and Tommy Deering as the 
Dandees, youngsters hep with the 
accordions. Opener was a 
long at 55 -minutes, 


camp at closing. 
Leading off, the Dandees have 
a peppy opener in “Gonna Live 


Till I Die,” and follow with a more 
“Summertime,” as Deer- 


ing veers to the trumpet for some 


hot licks. Sequence at the piano 
has some comedy possibilities as 
they kid Liberace, and could do 
with a bit of tightening. Back to 
accordion for a Paris medley, 
trumpet and accordion on “Pete 


Kelly’s Blues” and fast finale with 


|duo on “Plantation Boogie.” 


It’s a firstrate turn that 
Whiting does, rounding out 
song list with some light hearted 
chatter, terping and gags. 


| the 


Miss | 
her | 


She has | 


and a foot-easy beat for dancing. 
Tey’ve been at the Bowl practical- 
ly since Before Television and no 
better recommendation can be 
had. Kap. 


Kiernal Lamp. Berlin 
Berlin, June 5. 

“Die Nullen sind unter uns’ 
(The Zeros Are Among Us), in 20 
numbers. Directed Sammy 
Drechsel; features Cordy Ritter, 
Dieter Hildebrandt, Gerhard 
Potyka, Klauspeter Schreiner, 
Hans-Guido Weber; writers, Dieter 
Hildebrandt Klauspeter Schreiner; 
music, Fred Kassen. $1.20 top. 


by 


Berlin’s “Ewige Lampe” (Eter- 
nal Lamp), home of the local caba- 
ret ensemble, ‘‘Die Stachelschwei- 
ne” (Porcupines), has a guest ap- 
pearance of “Die Namenlosen” 
(The Nameless Ones), a five-piece 


cabaret group from Miuriich. Lat- 
ter’s presentation is called “Die 
Nullen sind unter uns” which ver- 


bally means “The Nonentities Are 
Among Us.” 

Three-hour program consists of 
30 different numbers of which, as 
usual, most are dealing with politi- 
cal themes while some of the items 
such as Germany’s postwar democ- 
racy, rearmament, the east-west 
conflict, et al., are already o'd hat, 
there’s hardly a dull moment along 
line. This, in particular, is a 
merit of the five performers of 
whom each one has a special talent. 

In addition to the political stuff, 
fun is also poked at other topics, 
such as bestsellers, a la “Bonjours 
Tristesse” or the Olympiad. 

There’s something sympathetic 


| about the whole ensemble, perhaps 
little | 
but didn’t | 
bother the crowd much, as Miss| 
Whiting had them mostly in her! 


explained by the fact that this is 
a very young group which with 
devotion and freshness tries to 
please its audience as best as pos- 
sible. 

it’s 


Although primarily an en- 
semble achievement, there are 
some outstanding individual per- 
formances. This, in particular, ap- 
plies to Klauspeter Schreiner. 
Schreiner is a master of several 
dialects. Cordy Ritter, the only 
female member, and Gerhard Pot- 
yka are tops in a number called 
“Oh, These Children.” Dieter Hil- 
debrandt’s “Little Man” is excel- 
lent while Hans-Guido Weber has 


a number of impressive moments. 


Script by Hildebrandt and 
Schreiber has its flaws Some 
lines appear worn while those 
about the east-west quarrel will 


Jeff Clarkson ably assisting on pi-; only appeal to provincial-minded 
ano, and does “Thou Swell” and| Patrons. 


“Mr. Wonderful,” plus “Getting ‘To 


| 


Director Sammy Drechsel keeps 


Know You” in which she also hoofs.|the action running at full speed. 


Best liked entry is bundle of songs 


by her father, the late Richard} 
Whiting, including “My Ideal,” 
“Sleepy Time Gal,” “Guilty of 


Loving You,” “Breezing Along 
with the Breeze” and “He’s Funny 
That Way.” She also does “Hard 
Hearted Hannah” and reels off trio 
of pops before closing on “So 
Long.” Quin. 





the 
Hans. 


Fred Kassen- contributed 
catchy musical score._ 





Torme to Play England 

Mel Torme has been signed for 
a tour of British vaude houses 
starting July 23 and running to 
Sept. 3. 

Dates are all in the provinces. 
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Jo Ranson’s B’way & Coney 


Continued from page 2 — 








ticements including roll down and midget bowling 
diversions. 
Hubert’s Museum, like its many counterparts in 
the Times Square area, has a concession for push- 
ing printed gag headlines and imbecilic licenses for 
extraordinary accomplishments in bull throwing, 
drinking and amatory pursuits. Sharing billing with 
Professor Heckler’s Flea Circus, according to the 
poster leading to the main entrance, Is Princess 
Wago, who terps with live reptiles. M. Ladies and 
gents rooms also get proper billing. The peg od 
is currently giving performances every hour on a 
hour and the flea acts are changed every two weeks. 


st 42d Street strip between Seventh and 
eighth “eae is carnival and commerce at = 
most depressing level with a cast of characters “ 
of Dostoevyski, Algren, Spillane and Gide. K is 
street will furnish you with anything from pin up 
movies of provocative artists’ models in — 0 
dandy bargains in Black Malayan and Black on 
est throwing knives. For the connoisseur of clean 
cuts there is the Italian stiletto, but this is steeper 
eo tled to stumble on a penny 

hould one be startled to stum 

ame aa shooting gallery in the West 42d gots 
subway entrance and come upon Veneers OF - 
ous literature and glossy stills of a stimulating 
nature. The sickeningly sweet smell of the pop- 
corn and caramel fills the subterranean air like 
cheap perfume on a strumpet. This is reminiscent 
of the Stillwell Avenue terminal at Coney Island. 

‘oney’s premier roll down game, Fascination, is 
Pg ‘ouinanh Times Square attraction. There 
are Fascination specials every day in the Broadway 
Playlands. These bargains are available thrice 
daily, when Fascination fanciers, can get 15 games 
for the price of five. Winners corral the usual as- 
sortment of slum. 

In only one category does Broadway fail to Te 
semble Coney Island. It does not have as varied 
an assortment of knishes but in other respects is 
the incarnation of Coney, the cheap carousing cen- 
ter. There is nothing so dismal as watching for- 
lorn figures in search of enchantment, on Broadway 
or Coney Island, jiggling pin ball machines in penny 
arcades while jukeboxes in the rear grind out dis- 
cordant rock ’n’ roll numbers. 


CONEY ISLAND 


Moses snapped back this was no joke to those who 
Determined to 





1ave to traipse on broken glass. 
give the masses a better break, Moses made this 
cogent observation: “We are told by experts on 
recreation that 16 square feet will suffice for the 
average person on a city beach—just the same 
square footage required for a coffin. It would 


seem, however, that a community which calls itself 
civilized might do a little more by way of recreation 
for its citizens between the tight spaces of the 
cradle and the grave.” 
Economic Level 

A Jones Beach Coney can never be because the 
economic level of visitors is low and the process 
of learning to behave appears to be long and pain- 
ful. Social intercourse on the sands of Coney 
borders on the roughhouse, to put it mildly. 

Hippocrates, the Greek medic, once opined that 
bathers should be “orderly and reserved,” but as 
any observer of Coney’s mores can plainly note, the 
present day pilgrims to the beachfront can’t swallow 
this suggestion. Coney’s notion of an ideal swab- 
bing is to dash into the brine and impudently knock 


down the lame, the halt and the blondes. This is 
considered proper, and in decidely good taste. Their 


concept of polite behaviour is something they 
gleaned by watching wrestling on Channel 5. But 
no one will deny that Moses’ tutelage and solemn 
warnings helped cut down on the number of broken 
pop bottles, sharp peach pits and splintery fudgicle 
sticks. 
Fish Slow Swimmers 

The Coney Island Chamber of Commerce, prexied 
by John G. Ward for a second term, is sore as a 
swordfish at the behaviour pattern of Aquarium of- 
ficials who had originally promised to open the 
doors of the new piscatorial palace last October. 
The new Aquarium now under construction on some 
12 acres bounded by Surf Avenue, the Boardwalk, 
West 5th and 8th Streets and costing an estimated 
$10,000,000 is to replace the tip-of-Manhattan 
Aquarium which was torn down to make way for the 
Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel approach. It is the so- 
called Stage one of the Aquarium costing $1,500,000 
that was to be ready for this season but Christopher 
Coates of the New York Zoological Society, who will 
be curator of the Coney Aquarium, said recently that 
A-Day will be May 15, 1957, in order to give his 


staff sufficient time to prepare the tanks and col- 
lect the necessary specimens. 
Coates said the Aquarium wanted to get under 


way with both feet on the ground and not with one 
foot up in the air. The Coney Chamber felt the 
Aquarium could open this September “without fi- 
nancial difficulty.” ‘A good attraction like that can 
do business anytime of the year, even if it is snow- 
ing,” the Chamber officers snorted. 

“The Aquarium was designed as a year-round 
Coney Island attraction and will operate as such 
once it starts,’ Coates explained. “But we want to 
start right. Keeping fish of various climates alive 
in one building is quite a problem. We have lots of 
kinks to iron out and we intend to do this thing 
right.” Also, New York Zoological Society officials 
thought that an Aquarium opening in the fall or 
early winter of this year would pull a small audi- 
ence and prove a financial loss. 


Expected Mobs 


To take care of the anticipated crowds at the 
Aquarium, the City has built a ramp spanning Surf 
Avenue conecting the BMT subway at West 8th St. 
and the boardwalk. The BMT Station at West 8th 
Street is a transportation treat to behold with 
magnificent lighting, modern turnstiles and gleam- 
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ing change booths. 
Stillwell Avenue look like a Toonerville Trolley 
depot. The new repairs should relieve many traf- 
fic problems on the main thoroughfare. 

By the summer of next year the site of the one- 
time dazzling Luna Park will be converted to a 
$23,000,000 low-rent housing project. Meanwhile, 
the tract has been leased by the New York City 
Housing Authority to the Coney Island Chamber of 
Commerce for a temporary parking lot with space 
for some 8,000 cars. Desperately in need of more 
parking space this pro tem arrangement should 
alleviate, to a marked degree, the strangling Coney 
parking situation. All day parking is 35c on week- 
days, and 75c on weekends, with the Housing Au- 
thority getting 20°) of the Coney Chamber's profit 
on the parking venture. Private parking lot oper- 
ators in Coney Island deeply resent the move on 
the part of the Chamber to ease the situation and 
bellow that the local civic group is trying to drive 


them out of business. One tough Coney lot owner 
barked: “I think it is the greatest thing in the 
world. Thousands of people will come running to 
the island, park their cars in Luna Park and the lot 
will be jammed up in the morning. Then with the 
continued influx of cars we will get the overflow at 
any price. In fact if the Chamber wants a fight we 
will give it to them by charging such outlandisk 
prices for parking that we can drive business from 
the Island.” Regular parking lots on Surf Avenue 
now get as much as $1.75 on Sundays and holidays. 
Good Parkirg Space 

In order to reassure the visitors that there is 
ample parking space at the’Island this summer, the 
Chamber has been using display space, for the first 
time, in the metropolitan dailies. Breezy copy says 
“C’mon in the parking’s fine!” and concludes with 
the assurance that there is plenty of low cost park- 
ing “‘as a community service.” 

The sideshows are as drab as ever with the 
overhead valentines extolling such decrepit attrac- 
tions as elephant-skinned damsels, turtle lassies, 


human volcanos, and corkscrews, three-legged men | 


and sabre swallowers. 
been cracking down on the oddity operators who 
fail to have proper permits for working personnel, 
all this as a resuit of one sideshow owner being 
charged with impairing a minor’s morals. 
Shabbiness is apparent at Wonderland Park, for- 
merly Feltman’s, on Surf Avenue. This spot is in 
desperate need of a paint job, particularly on the 


badly-scarred Surf Avenue front. Much of the 
Island in fact appears with gaping holes, broken 
weather-beaten signs, vacant stores and ghost-like 


stands. The Eden Musee, Coney’s top wax works, is 
gone, having been pushed out, along with other 
attractions, by the Aquarium. 

The pilgrims stand bored before the ballys of the 
freakeries and then move on to catch the highly- 
charged refrain of the concessionaire who tries to 
guess your age, your occupation, the state you were 
born in, how many brothers and sisters you have, 
the make of the car you drive, the brand of cigar- 
ettes you smoke, and your first name. When caught 
by this observer, the operator was having difficul- 
ties trying to pin the label of Hackensack on hooli- 
gans from Hoboken. 

Feeding Their Faces 

The vital etiquette question of knife versus fork 
had never perplexed the Island visitor. All eatables 
at the seaside counters, it appears, are 
grabbed in clappers and chewed or souped up Cro- 
Magnon fashion. For squalling infants there’s the 
indigestible popcorn, taffy, candy apples and pastel- 
colored cotton candy. For the rock ’n’ roll set. this 
year, there’s Chinese egg roll, 25c; pizza, 15c; the 
ubiquitous hotdog or Coney Island chicken, 15c; 
watermelon, 10c; clam chowder, 20c, and corn on 
the cob, 25c. One seaside disciple of Brillat-Savarin 
is offering a free pass to the Bat-A-Way, the out- 


door baseball batting range on Surf Avenue, with | \ 


of corn. 

Since the passing of Feltman’s, the crowds have 
moved on to Nathan’s, famous for hot dogs and other 
quick-grabbing morsels. Nathan’s is proud of its 
slogan, namely “From a Hot Dog to a National 
Habit,” and is stressing it in all its ad copy and 
overhead signs. Since many of Coney’s fanatical 
admirers have an addiction to hot pastrami and 
soft salami, Nathan’s has opened a delicatessen 
wing and is touting its wurst. With considerable 


every purchase of an ear 


speed, one can now dispatch Nathan's salamis any- | 
where in the United States or to the armed forces | 


anywhere in the universe. 


It makes the main stop at | 


The N. Y. License Dept., has | 


forcibly | 
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Music Hall (R) 21 
Rockettes 
William Weslow 


Martha Rich 
George Sawtelle 
Will Mahoney 
Richard Hayman 
Istevan Marta 


SYDNEY 

Tivoli (T) 25 
Rayes & Faye 
Jack Powell 
Billy Banks & Ptnr 
Barbour Bros. 

Jean 
Rih-Aruso 
Bill Finch 
Lawman & Jay 
Romano & Maureen 
Barry Rugless 
Robert O’Donnell 
Alwyn Leckie 
Adele Inge 
Lamb & Rahlen 
Barbara Howe 
Reg Park 
Joe Whitehouse 
Wim de Jong 


ASTON 
Hippodrome 
Tony Dalton 
Jules et Julie 
King & Jepson 
Johnnie Firpo 
Dale Williams 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace (i) 18 
Albert Modley 
Edna Savage 
4 Najarros 
M & B Winters 
Hollander & Hart 
Paulette & Renee 
Francis Langford Co 
Opera House 18 
|G & B Bernard 
| Eve Boswell 
Freddie Printon 
|20 John Tiler Girls 
|8 Melody Makérs 
6 Mayfair Models 
| Patricia Dahl 
|Lane Bros 
| Hall, Norman & 
Ladd 
| Ghezzi 


(i) 18 





Bros. 
| W Gardens (1) 18 
Dave King 
Jill Day 
| Mrs. Shufflewick 
|} Jones & Arnold 
Warren 
| Devine 
Sonny Boy 
Margaret West 
12 Daydreams 
King Pins 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 18 
Ink Spots 
Averil & Aurel 
Golding & Stuart 
Joe Rankin 
Scott Sanders 
| Elizabeth & Collins 
| Raf & Julian 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 18 
Dave Morris 
Patsy Sylva 
Grainger Bro 
Pauline Darroll 
Nat Gonella 
2 Rexanos 
Jimmy Ruddy 
RIXTON 
Empress 18 
| Wilton Family 
Carla 
| Michael Roxy 
i|R & C Wlaat 
; Alexandria & 
Davina 
Taio Naito 
|Lake & Rose 
| CHISWICK 
| Empire 18 
Syd Seymour 
Revel & Fields 
De Long 
| Big Coy 
COVENTRY 
Hippodrome (i) 18 
Jimmy Young 
Stan Stennett 
Jon Pertwee 
| Joan Turner 
Schaller Bro 
| Devine & King 
| Darmora Ballet 
alerie Tandy 
; Mitchell Singers 
| FINSBURY PARK 
| Empire (M) 18 
| Billy Daniels 
| Benny Payne 
| Francois & Zandra 
| Winters & Fielding 
|; Will Carr & Ptnr 
| Alan Clive 
| Skylons 
| White & Ann 
| GLASGOW 
Empire 18 
Carroll Levis Co 


& Sparks 








| Ben 


| Fred 


| 
| 





& Delysia | 


| Honey 


Palace (P) 22 
ily & Ann 

Miss Loni 

Jimmy Caesar 
Songsmiths 
Douglas & Priscilla 
Gypsy Markoff 
Johnny Morgan 
Delmars 


AUSTRALIA 


Geoff Thorne 
Dorothy Hickey 
NEW ZEALAND 
AUCKLAND 
Playhouse (T) 25 
Hite & Stanley 
Howell & Radcliffe 
Ross & La Pierre 
3 Gipsys 
Salici Puppets 3 
Neal & Newton 
Laycock & Maureen 
Stuffy Bryant 
Jenny Howard 
Alain Diagora 
Leon Cortez 
Frank Ward 
Josephine McCorm’k 
Daniel Davey 


BRITAIN 


2 Mayfairs 

Sally Barnes 
Shipway 2 
Edmund Goffron 
Benitas 


HANLEY 
Royal 
Lee Lawrence 
Sylvia & Audrey 
George Martin 
Frances Duncan 
Overbury & Suzette 
Les Hermane 
Jackie Ross 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 18 
Billy Eckstine 
La Rochelle 3 
Bamberger & Pam 
Dernos 
Dickie Dawson 
Allen Bro & June 
De Vel & P 
NORTHAMPTON 
New (I) 18 
Cyril Dowler 
Rhoda Rogers 
3 Debs 
Don Bennett 
Wayne & Brett 
2 Kalevs & Co 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (1) 18 
Rossair’s 3 lions 
Mans & Chico 
Saballa 
Arnold & 
Dick Collins 
Syd Jackson 
Rusty 
Zelda 
Phyl 


Warren 


Lamone 

Edmond 

Dudley 

NOTTINGHAM 

Empire (M) 18 

Emney 

McKinnon Sis 

Retty Driver 

EI! Granadas 

Bert Edgar 

Roy Mack 

Derek Lawrence 

Len Martell 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Grand (1) 18 

Syd Cheshire 

Juanita 

Maxwell & Manning 

Val Cave 

Merrils 

Yvonne Prendergast 

June Bates 

Noel Lucas 

Chisette 


SUNDERLAND 
Empire 18 
Jimmy Gay 


Iris Poliakova 
Prince Sis 
Ron Dillon 
White & Simone 
E & J Romano 
Eve Williams 
Duprez 
Edna Tinsley 
Cooper 2 
French Models 
Jack Whitelev’s 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 18 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Shane & Lamar 
Morgan Co 
Kenways 
Lionel King 
Jackson 
James & Cornell 
Don Fox 
Ron Scott 
YORK 
Empire (i) 18 
Davis & Lee 
Baldwin & Castle 
James Davie 
John Castle 
JJoy Marlow 





Joy Marlow 





For those who prefer a more general way of pol- | 


ishing off Doc Brown's Celery Tonic and a salami 
sandwich, Nathan’s has set aside what is quaintly 
described as a dining room with waiter service, and 
no extra charge for sitting at the tables. The coun- 
ters at Nathan’s carry this sign: “Please Pay When 
Served” and this admonition, “No Tipping Please.” 
Next to Nathan's is another ‘‘Famous’—Shatzkin’s 
Famous Knishes where the true devotee of the knish 
and the blintz can gorge himself into a culinary 
stupor. Here, with savoir-faire, he can gobble home- 
made huckleberry, cherry pineapple and cheese 
blintzes and, for his next course, switch to potato, 
kashe and liver knishes. It is definitely not de 
rigueur on Surf Avenue to reach for a knish, be it 
jumbo or midget size, with a fork or knife. Anyone 
so doing would display the hallmark of a South 
Hamptonite and consequently subject himself to a 
clout on the head. 


In the midst of this discordant and seedy fun 
foundry, there are, to be sure, several praiseworthy 
and substantial establishments, notably George C. 
Tilyou’s Steeplechase Park and the cathedral-like 
Loew’s Coney Island and RKO Tilyou where one can 
escape the cacophony and effluvia of the popcorn 
peninsula. 


Cabaret Bills 








Beverly 

Bobby Short 
Bive Angel 

| Enid Mosier 
Steel Band 
Lovey Powell 
Norman Hudon 
Bart Howard 
Jimmy Lyons 

Bon Soir 
Phil Leeds 
Tiger Haynes 
Bibi Osterwald 
Tony & Eddie 
Hazel Webster 
Jimmie Daniels 

Cameo 
Morgana King 
Buddy Greco 

Chardas 
Tibor Rakossy 
Bela Babai 
Soucha Renay 

Chateau Madrid 


Pancho Orc 

Ralph Font 
Copacabana 

Roberta Sherwood 

Lenny Kent 

Four Guys 

Bob Trav 





Carmen Amaya Co. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Dorothy Malone 
Douglas Clarke 
Michael Durso Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Downstairs 
Julius Monk 
June Erickson 
Jack Fletcher 
Dody Goodman 
Gerry Matthews 
Duplex 
Dick Gautier 
Sam Anderson 
Mimi Kelly 
Ada Moore 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hot’l H‘nry Hudson 
Jan Arden 
Naomi Stevens 
Angie Bond 3 
Nocturnes 
Joan Bishop 
Hotel Plaza 
Jacqueline Francois 
Ted Straeter Orc 
Mark Monte Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Eddie Lane Orc 





Hotel Statier 
T & J Dorsey Ore 


i 
Letter in parentheses Indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 


Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 

Milt Shaw Ore 
Ray Bari Orc 
Latin Quartier 
Harold & Lola 
Hazel Scott 
Harmonica Rascals 
Szony & Patti 
Trio Bassi 
Princess Yasmina 
Jo Lombardi Ore 
B Harlowe Orc 
Le Cupidon 
Bernice Parks 
Living Room 
Johnny Barracuda 
Nancy Steele 
Stephanie Stewart 
Old Roumanian 
Joe Laporte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Sheraton 
Alan Logan 
Eddie Layton 
Town & Country 
Al Martino 
Wesson & Polk 
Peterson Dancers 
Johnny Morris Ore 
B B Butler Ore 
RSVP 


Josephine Premice 
Versailles 

Bill Shirley 

Delia Waddington 


Black Orchid 
Don Adams 
Helen Boice 

Bive Angel 
“Calypso Stars” 
Luis Torrens 
Calypso Eddie 
Calypso Nassau 
Princess Kalura 
Lady Sheba 
Al D’Lacy Ore 

Bive Note 
Stan Kenton 

Chez Paree 
Julius LaRosa 
Rickie Layne 
Chez Paree Ad’bls 
Brian Farnon Ore 

Cloister inn 
Donna Brooks 
Pat Moran 4 
Dick Marx 
Johnny Frigo 





| Step 


Ambassador Hotel 
Estelita 
Bros 
Wong Troupe 
F, Martin Ore 
Bar of Music 
Arthur Blake 
Merle Taber 
Carlos Nobile 
Ruben Moreno Orc 
Biltmore Hotel 
Dolores Hawkins 
Davis & Reese 
Ashton & Allan 
Hal Derwin Orc 
Ciro-ette Room 





Texie Waterman 
Carmen Alverez 
Betty Be 
Lou Nelson 

Cook & Corey 
Buff Shurr 
Richard Tone 
Eddie Lawrence 
Sharon Shore 
Salvatore Gioe Ore 
Panchito Ore 


Viennese Lantern 
Helene Darcel 
Rosaria Merieles 
Ernest Schoen Ore 
Harold Sandler 
Paul Mann 


Village Barn 
Frank Matthews 
Rod Rogers 
Leonardo & Anita 
Sophie Parker 
Larry McMahon 
Piute Pete 
Danny Davis Ore 


Waldorf-Astoria 
Lilo 
Pralines 
Billy Regis Ore 
Charlita 
Mischa Borr Orc 
Village Vanguard 
C Williams Trio 
Maxine Sullivan 
Joey Carter 





Johnny Mathes 


CHICAGO 


Conrad Hilton 
“Wonderful Time” 
Shirley Linde 
Michael Meehan 
Neff & Voss 
Jan Tors 
The Torianis 
D Arnold & Marji 
Virg*nia Sellers 
John Keston 
Boulevar-Dears & 


Boulevar-Dons 
F. Masters Orc 


London House 
Barbara Carroll 3 
Palmer House 

Crew Cuts 

Trio Capricho 
Espanol! 

Jean Wetzel 
Dancing Dolls 





Charlie Fisk Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Mischa Novy Orc 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Crescendo 
Christy 
Hazard Orc 
Mocambo 
|} Penny Singleton 
Reno Rene Trio 
Paul Hebert Ore 
Moulin Rouge 
Spike Jones Troupe 
Ffolliott Charlton 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 
Statler Hotel 
| Chand & Lessy 


| June 
Dick 





Jimmie Komack Chandra Kaly 
Betty Reilly Eddy Bergman Ore 
LAS VEGAS 
Desert Inn | Riviera 
McGuire Sisters | Dinah Shore 
| Bobby Sargent | Skylarks 
| Margie Le« | Harry Zimmerman 
{Donn Arden Dners | Dorben Dners 
| Carlton Hayes Orc Ray Sinatra Ore 
El Cortez | Sahara 
Dream Weavers | Dennis Day Show 
Don Corey |; Saharem Dancers 
Donna Kaye | Cee Davidson Ore 


Sherman Hayes Orc 
El Rancho Vegas 
Joe E. Lewis 
Gloria De Haven 
Carter De Haven 
Renee Molnar Dners 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Flamingo 
Duke Ellington Orc 
Hazel Scott 
Archie Robbins 
Ron Fletcher Dners 
L. Basil Ore 
Golden Nugget 
Johnny Scat Davis 
Tony Papa 
Daryl Harpa 
Sons o’ Purple Sage 
New Frontier 
Janis Paige 
Johnny Puleo 
Harmonica Rascals 
Darvas & Julia 
Dorben Dncrs 
Garwood Van Ore 


Algiers Hotel 
Dick Sterling 
Nina & Renea 
Arne Barnett Ore 

Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
Gina Valente 
Hal Fisher 
| Beth Challis 
Harvey Bell 
Fred Thompson 
Casablanca 
| Louise Brown 
Mickey Manners 
Bob Regent Ore 


Eden Roc 
Eileen Barton 
The Charlivels 
Mal Malkin Ore 
Chuey Reyes Ore 

Fontainebleau 
DeMarco Sisters 
Jay Lawrence 
Del Ray 
Sacasas Orc 

Leon & Eddie's 
Can-Can Girls 
Flash O’Farrell 
Marian Wilkens 
Denise 
Atoma 

Lucerne Hotel 
Betty George 
Frank Marlowe 
Rosina Aston 
Jacques Donnet Orc 





Mapes Skyrcom 
China Doll Rev 
Ming & Ling 
Skylets 
Kay Martin 
Body Guards 





Eddie Fitzpatrick 


Sande 

Danny Thomas 

| Roberta Linn 

Copa Girls 

A. Morelli Ore 
Showboat 

Billy Falbo 

Dorian Dennis 

Garr Nelson 

| Showboat Girls 

| Mike Werner Orc 

| Silver Slipper 

| Fawzia Amir 

| Appletons 

| Hank Henry 

| Sparky Kaye 

|Mac Dennison 

| Cliff Ferre 

J. Cavanaugh 

| Slipperettes 


|G. Redman Orc 
Thunderbird 
|China Doll Rev 


| Thunderbird Dners 
Al Jahns Orc 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Nautilus 
Ray Eberle 
Condos & Burt 
Antone & Ina 
Svd Staniey Orc 
Murray Franklin's 
Bobby Sherwood 
Peter Brady 
Murray Franklin 
Van Smith 
San Souci Hotel 
Larry & Nixon 
George Foster 
Sammy Walsh 
Freddy Calo Ore 
Seville 
Marion Colby 
Tommy Ryan 
Johnny Silvers Ore 
Vanity Fair 
Peggy Lloyd 
Rodriguez Ore 
Frank Mann 
5 O'Clock 
Brandy Martin 
Al Golden 
Jimmy Day 
Parisian Rev 
Vagabonds Ciub 
The Vagabonds 
Helen Forrest 
Babe Pier 
Chimpanzees 
Tracey Twins 
B & C Robinson 
Frank Linale Orc 
Woody Woodbury 





RENO 


Mardi Gras Lounge 
Four Knights 
Riverside 


Jimmy Durante 
Starlets (8) 
Bill Clifford Ore 
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ae _ 

—_— |equipped to handle imports, par- | 

° | ticularly tf they aren’t dubbed. In- | 

dies strenuously point out that, | 

. House Reviews | while with their kind of operations | New Acts 
\they are in a position to give the 
| producer a profit beyond his orig- | 





jinal coin, a major handling the | 


Palace, N. Y. 

Jack Meyand & Jeanet, Little 
Willie, Clara Cedrone & Damian 
Mitchell, Fred Barber, Rigoletto 
Bros. & Co., Los Romeros with 
Teresita, Alan Carney, The Ivanovs 
(3), Kal Kirby House Orch; “The 
Rawhide Years” (U), reviewed in 
VaRiETY June 6, ’56. 


Fresh layout at the Palace is in 
much the same vein as the house’s 
previous bills—nothing outstand- 
jng but fairish entertainment in 
keeping with budgetary limitations. 
Top billing goes to comic Alan 
Carney who’s heralded as “comedy 
star of ‘Fanny’ for two years.” 
Here he’s cast next-to-closing and 
elicits a generous reading on the 
applause meter via his mimicing 
of “the woikers” as depicted in a 
soapbox spiel. 

Jack Meyand & Jeanet kick off 
the bill with the male juggling an 
array of hoops, balls, etc., whilst 
perched atop a unicycle. Femme 
assists with the preps. Sight act 


earns a good response. Little Wil- | 
lie, Negro terper, is a hard worker | 


who dishes out 
ology in effortless fashion. 
technique’s a bit ragged at times, 
especially a weak acro bit at the 


cies he wins a good reception. 

Clara Cedrone & Damian 
Mitchell, who’ve been seen in the 
eastside intimeries, register nicely 
with special material numbers. 
Their “Father’s Day” routine‘ has 
its amusing aspects. Couple hits 
paydirt with the predominantly 
middleaged aud via a “What Ever 
Happened to the Two-a-Day” rou- 
tine replete with nostalgic carbons 
of Ted Lewis, Helen Kane, et al. 
It leaves ’em misty eyed. 

Rigoletto Bros. & Co., compris- 
ing two males and a femme, prac- 
tically go with the lease here. For 
the few who haven’t seen this nov- 
elty turn, the boys offer some 
so-so magic (glass switching, col- 
ored handkerchief routine) and 
wind up with a mock acrobatic bit 
for a modest salvo. 
with Teresita are a colorfully cos- 
tumed trio who execute flamenco 
stepping, a classical bolero and a 


jota embroidered with ample heel | 


& toemanship. 


As per usual, sesh closes with a | 


sight turn. This time it’s The 
Ivanovs, two males and a femme 
who contrib some sock work on 


the bars. A veteran circus act, they 
score handily with feats done in 
traditional big top fashion. 

Kal Kirby’s house band backs 
the show nicely. Sole other turn, 
impressionist Fred Barber, is re- 
viewed under New Acts. Gilb, 





Empire, Edinburgh 

Edinburgh, June 14. 
ith Bros. 
Brazilianos (3), Rolf Hansen, 
Crotchet, Dunn & Grant, Buster 
on Betty Fox's Girl Friends 
{ ) 


S 


Smith Bros., four lusty singing 
brothers;. top solid layout and 
score with songalog of pop tunes 
and ballads.* Quartet, husky well- 
built types, establish warm friend- 


y approach to customers, and are | 


not averse to including comedy 
bits, including frequent mingling 
With outfronters. 

Open with “Marching Through 
the Heather,’ then into “Young 


and Foolish,’ ‘Memories 
wade of This,” “Davy Crockett,” 
ste 
kilt, which they swing to advan- 
lage through physical prowess. 
Crotchet, bald musical clown, 
offers fun session at the ivories, 
Working with shapely gal partner. 
le winds act by playing the bag- 
Pipes, a balloon taking full shape 
as he blows, and finally bursting. 
Jimmy Paige is a small-sized 
ugubdrious comedian, with skill at 
Making himself trip and 
acks timing and pace. Dunn & 
Grant, male-femme twosome, win 


s'rong mitting for knockabout acro 


Stint 


mes, arg both 


dancers, 
In new acts are the Brazilianos 


lookers and slick 


'3), paper-tearer Rolf Hansen, and 
Australian comedian Buster Fid- 
dess, ~ Gord. 





Apollo, N. Y. 

Doe Wheeler, Fred Barr, Stevens 
»trngers (4), Julia Doyle, Harmoniz- 
ing Four (5), Jessie Mae Renfro, 
f ay Sisters (3), Robert Ross, Brad- 
ord Singers (6), Blind Boys (5); 

Land of the Pharaohs” (WB). 





» The Gospel and Spiritual Cara- 
ine assembled by Doc Wheeler 
tne red Barr, of WWRL, N. Y., 
} sed Over the current session to 

Splace the house’s usual rock ’n’ 


continuous tap- | 
His | 


Los Romeroas | 


(4), Jimmy Paige, | 


Are | 


They're garbed in the Scot! 


tumble. | 
In sketch with Buster Fiddess, he | 


The Girl Friends, six chor- | 


. igi | 
| roll. Nearly two hours of religious | came film couldn't remit a cent. 


tunes has its slow spots, but on the 
whole this package of inspirational 


customers. 


Singers (6), two groups which best 
communicate the:r emotional fer- 
vor. Five Blind Boys also skill- 
fully project their gospel melo- 
| dies. They handle such numbers 
as “Too Close” and “Save a Seat 
for Me.” 

Whether it’s the Harmonizing 
Four or another hymnal turn on- 
| Stage, the imagery in the lyrics is 
simple, the rhythm articulate and 
| the music moving. Layout, how- 
|ever, is overlong at nearly two 
hours. Stevens Singers, with Prof. 





| 
' 


Show’s highpoints are the Har- | 
monizing Four and the Bradford, 


|of dates. 


| automatically will take 


taken on for 


Despite all this, European pro- 


vocalizing stands up well with the | ducers are forever dazzled by the 


prospect of their pictures being 


major distribution, | 


the reasoning being that they'll get | 


more money via the sheer volume | 
Also, the producers cling | 
remains | 


to the notion that a tie 
between American distributors and 
the circuits, and that the 
a 


film if 


|it’s released by a major company. 


‘tually at least three years old) is| 


latter | 


Success of “Rififi’ and ‘Proud 
and the Beautiful’ (atter is ac-| 


'seen by some as proof that people 


‘are willing to come out 


Stevens at the organ, open the bill | 
with three numbers to pave the. 


way for blind Julia Doyle. She 
shows ample range in her voice as 
| she warbles two spirituals. 


| Jessie Mae Renfro does a pair 
of tunes in a quiet vein in con- 
trast to the frenetic chanting of 


Gay Sisters score with a brace of 
tranquilizing spirituals. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


° } 
Baritone | 


Robert Ross has the aud with him | 


aplomb. 
| Wheeler and Barr aptly handle 


is seated as a group onstage. They 
lend copious amens and handclap- 
ping as each turn rises for its. re- 
spective stint. 


Total Nudity 


Continued from page 1 


pix as “The Titan” and others 
which included famous and some- 
times nude works of art. “Eye” was 
given similar approval because of 
the fact that its nudes are the work 
of internationally known still pho- 
tographer Edward Weston. Latter, 
| PCA administrator Geoffrey Shur- 
lock pointed out, “rates as a great 
artist” and his work should be con- 
sidered along with any other con- 
temporary art in the field of docu- 
| mentary films. 

It was emphasized that the seal 
| does not indicate any letdown of 

















| Code-regulations banning total nu- | 
id. 


dity but demonstrates the Code’s 
| determination to give producers 
| the widest possible latitude in 
| bringing works of art to the screen. 
“Eye,”’ which won the Robert J. 
| Flaherty award for “creative 


|now is being dickered for regular 
| theatrical release, 














Continued from page 1 


! * 

| 

| Egghead Clicks 
| 


be “navigating the summer 
rainbow.” 

It’s a difficult idea to sell to pro- 
ducers abroad who go by the (now 
oldfashioned) maxim that the the- 


atre b.o. goes to the dogs when the 


by 


heat sets in. One importer re- 
lcently got a flat efusal from a 
|European producer to release a 


picture in July. 

What interests American distri- 
bution execs is the fact that the 
“eggheads” now would appear to 


,ence than the great mass of film- 
|goers. Some of the majors are 
showing renewed interest in ac- 


|}as he sings with eonviction and 
finale, but despite these deficien- | | 


the emcee chores. Entire company | 


and see 
pictures if the product holds a 
unique attraction. Same reasoning 
applied to “Diabolique.” 


‘Diabolique’ Dating 
Minneapolis, June 19. 
City’s two top neighborhood the- 
atres, the Terrace and Riverview, 


first time. Picture had its local 
first-run at the loop World where 
it ran four weeks. 








Unit Review 











Mzgicana 
(EMPIRE, GLASGOW) 
Glasgow, June 14. 
Virgil’s presentation of “Magi- 
cana,” featuring Virgil & Julie, 


| Magicana Glamor Girls (8); musi- 


| cal 


director, J. Mervyn Phillips; 
choreographer and designer, Julie. 
At Empire Theatre, Glasgow, June 
11, 56; 80¢ top. 


Virgil, U.S. magician from Bos- 
ton Harbor, Washington, 
to family audiences with pleasant- 
ly entertaining mixture of magic 
in large number of scenes. 


| his partner, Julie in series of illu- 
sions and in mental telepathy bit, | 


| Goldin. 


plus eight chorines from the Eng- 
lish Marie de Vere stable. 
Show has good musical backing 
from resident orch under baton of 
Mervyn Phillips, longtime man 
ager with Cecil Lyle and Horace 
Indian market, Tibetan 


|and jungle scenes are set off with 


: appropriate musical score for at- 
mosphere, 
Items range from tricks with 


| achievement in documentary film,” | 


| “fired’’ 
| pears 


| having 


shape as a more “reliable” audi- | 


ropes to condensing of milk por- 
tions, and Virgil also brings up to 
date the old classic of sawing a 


For 
good glamor measure he features | and 
l¢€ 


: > oe et . |are playing a foreign language film, | BRAZILIANOS (3) 
che preceding Hatmenising Four. | the French “Diabolique,” for the |Luminous Dancing 


} 


| in luminous cosiumes on 


| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


| 


j}escent banner which has revolving 
| wheels, plus lettering proclaiming 
appeals | «a 4;,. cee 

|“*Adios Amigos 


| ROLF HANSEN 


woman in half in a scene titled 
“Vivisection.” Quick-change rou-| 


tines include the pre-interval act 
where Virgil and Julie change 
places in briefest space of time, 
and finale spot where, after being 
from cannon, Julie reap- 
in minature trunk inside a 
series of larger trunks. 

Comedy is stressed in a seance 
bit, with customers 
as witnesses, and in a guillotine 
item, with boy stooge as victim. 
Outfronters participate in many 
scenes, thus adding a friendly fam- 
ily nature of the magic fodder on 
offer. Pre-finale is billed as 
gil’s Magic Circus,” all illusions 
costume and other links 
with the sawdust ring. Solid mitt- 
ing for Julie’s own 
spot, in which she reads off in cor- 


{rect order articles chalked on 
blackboard after being named by 
customers, doing. stint  blind- 
folded. Gord. 


|quiring foreign lingualers to bol-| 


ster their release sked and have 
inititiated discussions with at least 
one prominent importer. 

Only major really actively in the 
foreign: film biz is Columbia, via 
Edward L. Kingsley’s special di- 
vision. However, Col and the rest 
face definite problems when it 
|comes to releasing imports. 

(1). They’re still pledged not to 
handle pix without a Code seal, 
and most of the overseas product 
isn’t eligibile. Also, a good many 
of these films run into trouble with 
the Legion of Decency and assort- 
ed pressure groups who delight in 
finding “dirt” every time they see 
something that doesn’t conform 
precisely to the restricted Holly- 
wood pattern. 

(2). Even while they may be ex- 
tremely successful in New York 
and a couple of other keys, for- 
eign films as a rule aren’t accepted 
widely in the general market. The 
chances of hitting on a ‘Diaboli- 
que,” which stands to gross $600,- 
000, are slim. 














Eric Johnston 
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now being mulled by company 
presidents, would have the John- 
ston group hosting luncheon and 
dinner meetings with editors and 
publishers in a number of key 
cities. Idea is to establish a 
closer contact between the trade 
and newspapers, specifically ac- 
quainting the fourth estate brass 
with film problems, the impor- 
tance of theatres in each commu- 
nity and the earnest effort made 
to provide the nation with enter- 
tainment at reasonable rates. 
Johnston, now abroad, is ex- 
pected in N. Y. around the end of 
this month, at which time he’ll be 
sounded out on the plan. No de- 
cisions yet on who would accom- 
pany him on the field swing but 
it’s generally felt a studio head 
such as Dore Schary and at least 


(3). The majors themselves lean |one company chief exec should be 
to the view that they aren’t ideally | included. 


identification | 


|escence. 


COLONEL RAY & HONEY 
Knife-throwing, trick shooting 
35 Mins. 
Fairmount, Ottawa 

Right out of a circus sideshow, | 
ut a good one, are Colonel Ray & | 


Honey. Male wears Buffalo hair, | 
whiskers and outfit for a_ thrill 
stint of knife-tossing, rope-twirl- 


ing, trick shooting, all in the old 
vaude tradition and makes it pret- 
ty, exciting for the customers, 
Standout thriller has the Col- 
onel, blindfolded, slams long bay- 
onets at Honey while she and the 


knife-board are hidden behind a 
paper covering. He also works 
with short bayonets, flaming 


hatchets and knives, and exhibits, 
clicko ability twirling ropes. Act 
is just back from a three-year cir- | 
cuit of South Africa, currently | 
playing Canadian clubs and thea- 
tres. It’s a natural for moppet, 
novelty and cowboy television 
shows, carnies, circuses, and larg- 
er club floors. Gorm. 





10 Mins. 
Empire, Edinburgh 

Two males and one femme work 
blacked- | 
out stage and achieve novel danc- 
ing effects. Trio, in both dancing 
and juggling, make maximum use 
of props. Colorings are specially 


| bright and varied. 


Open with Brazilian dancing, 
during which they juggle conven- 
tionally with colored hoops. One of 
the males dons outsize mask and 
pedals on unicycle, gaining 
effect with luminous hues. 
me’s luminous undressing 
also novel, as is a masked 
which keeps growing bigger. 

More tricks as wales head rub-| 
ber ball to each other and spin tops 
on trays. Wind with phosphor- 


giant 


and “Solongfolks.”’ 
entire effect is one of at- 
10velty through phospor- 
Useful booking for vaude 
nitery dates with  black-out 
stage facilities. Gord. 


Act’s 
tractive 


Paper Manipulation 

9 Mins, 

Empire, Edinburgh 
Paper manipulator and magician | 

opens with routine tricks, such as 

switching colored handkerchiefs 

for plain ones, and shows further | 


| presh 


| tortions. 


glass, he appears to turn water into 
beer, and vice versa. Pulls paper 
covers from, underneath row of 
wine glasses, and does ditto with 
cloth from below fully-loaded ta- 
ble. 

Hansen scores most, however, 
with speedy paper-tearing, creat- 
ing an intricate paper tree 12 feet 
high. He draws good mitting for 
other paper manipulation, includ- 
ing his devising of eight paper 
dancing girls. 

Okay for vaude and tv, 
not limited by language 
being 99° visual. 


and is 
barrier, 
Gord, 


FRED BARBER 
Mimic 

10 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

Fred Barber, an tmpressionist 
who's been around but somehow 
escaped documentation in_ the 
VARIETY New Act file, shows a 
wealth of talent in mimicing the 
usual subjects for impersonation. 
Unfortunately his approach trods 
down the well-worn “Inner Sanc- 
tum” avenue, complete with sound 
of squeaking hinges, etc. 

But once this is past, Barber 
tosses in an amusing takeoff of 
Peter Lorre crooning “I Saw Mom- 
my Kissing Santa Claus.” He also 
displays good voice in essaying 
Mario Lanza’s “Be My Love.” 
Other okay carbonings are those 
of Louis Armstrong and Liberace. 

With a fresher and more original 
peg to hang his impressions on, 


| Barber may well extend his scope 





in vaude, niteries and/or tv.. 
7ilb. 
BUSTER FIDDESS 
Comedy 
|& Mins, 
Empire, Edinburgh 
Zany Australian has sense of 


comedy, but has not vet channeled 
it into a distinctive style. Garners 
yocks through opening by address- 


|ing the microphone, latter answer- 


ing back via an off-stage femme 
voice. Trick is good and could be 
pursued further than Fiddess takes 

Wins mitting for ghoulish im- 
enacted in green spot, and 
winds with series of amusing con- 
At show caught, act was 
intentionally interrupted from au- 
dience by fellow-artistes for com- 
edy results, this creating abrupt 
effect. 

Fiddess’ turn needs much sharp- 




















skill according to pattern with) ening, but fun flair and potential 
playing cards. Then, with jug and’! are there. Gord. 
a 
Berlin’s No-Reds-Welcome 
Continued from pane 2 Sess SSS 
or their satellites; instead, the, tries, it may be noted, have col- 
citizenry of East Berlin are encour- | lared the first documentary prize 
aged to cross the border and take | for three years running. 
a gander at the selected product | Among the stars who have al- 
|from the Western world. In pre-| ready agreed to participate in the 


; vious years a theatre adjacent to | 


yarticipating | the 
” paling | able for repeating the top festival | 


border has been made avail- 
entries at a specially reduced rate 
for East Berliners. It likely 
that a similar arrangement will be 


is 


|} made this year 


“Vir- | 


Eric Johnston will be 
for Berlin immediately 
London talks and he'll 


heading 
after his 
be attend- | 


ling as the official representative | 
from Washington. John Davis, 


prez of the British Film Producers 
Assn., will head the British dele- | 
gation and other executives will in- 
clude Jatques Flaud_ (France), 


| Raoul Ploquin ‘France), Karl Ehr- 


| prez 


lich (Austria) Dr. Mauerhofer 
Switzerland) and Marc Turfkruye1 
of the International Film 


| Journalists Assn 


page 3 Qaaee | 


fest have been 
film-producing 
has quartet 


for the 
from: 32 
America 


Entries 
received 
nations. 


a 


comprising “Invitation to the 
Dance,” “Trapeze,” “23 Paces to 
| Baker Street” and “Autumn 


| Leaves.” 





Great Britain 
its claim for festival honors with 
“The Iron Petticoat” (‘the Bob | 
Hope—Katherine Hepburn starring | 
vehicle), “Loser Take All” and “The | 
Long Arm.” [n addition, as an in- | 
vited enttry, there wi!l be “Rich- | 
ard III.” 

Other competing nations will be | 
France, with four entries; Italy, | 
| 


is staking 


with three; Finland, with ‘The 
Unknown Soldier,” which was re- | 
jected at Cannes for political rea- 
sons; and Mexico, with three. 

In the documentary class the US 
will also be represented by Dis- 
ney’s “The African Lion,” which 
will be screened in the 25,000- 
seater open air arena. Disney en- 





| descriptives 


Berlin Junket are June Allyson, 
Ginger Rogers, Bob Hope, Dick 
Powell, Gary Cooper, Rossana 


Podesta, Silva Pampanini, Michele 
Morgan, Jack Hawkins, Norman 
Wisdom, Rossano Brazzi and 


Jelinda Lee. 





‘Greatest Novel’ 


4 —---— 


=a Continued from 


page 
ing felt that the public is more ir- 
ritated than lured by the superla- 
tives and, additionally, it can have 


a harmful effect within the trade 
itself 

te the latter point, some recent 
epics suffered in terms of exhibi- 
tor evaluations when openings 
were good, but not outstanding. 
The word had been spread that 


these certain features were strictly 
blue chips. Came the premieres 
and business was merely all right. 
Thus they became identified as 
“disappointments.” Such downbeat 
would have been 
avoided if there was no “heavy 
sell” to begin with. 

This works in reverse, as well. 
If there’s an absence of pre-open- 
ing exaggerations, click business in 
the initial dates stirs all the more 
exitement. 

Par, of course, is mainly con- 
cerned with the public and operat- 
ing on the theory that a listing of 
the ingredients of “W & P” is 
enough. Tolstoy, the stars, the pro- 
duction scope—these are sufficient 
and so who needs claims? If this 
approach is adopted universally, 
“colossal” might well revert to its 
pure, original meaning. 
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Shows on 


Md > 
New Faees of °56 

Leonard Sillman & John Roberts (in 
association with Yvette Schumer) presen- 
tation of revue in two acts (31 numbers). 
Conceived and supervised by Sillmon; 
musical numbers staged by David Tihmar, 
assisted by Peter Conlow; sketches di- 
rected by Paul Lynde; scenery, Peter 
Larkin; costumes, Thomas Becher; light- 
ing, Peggy Clark; orchestratons, Ted 
Royal, Albert Sendrey, Joe Glover; musi- 
cal direction, Jay Blackton; associate to 
the producers, Jacqueline Adams. 

Music and lyrics, June Carroll, Arthur 
Siegal, Marshall Barer, Dean Fuller, Mur- 
ray Grand, Matt Dubey, Harold Karr, 
Irvin Graham, Ronny Graham, Paul Nas- 
gau, John Rox, Michael Brown; sketches, 
Paul Lynde, Richard Maury, Louis Botto. 

Cast: Franca Baldwin, Suzanne Bernard, 
Jane Connell, Billie Hayes, Johnny Hay- 
mer, Tiger Haynes, Ann Henry, T. ‘ 
Jones. Johnny Laverty, Virginia Martin, 
Bill MeCutcheon, John Reardon, Amru 
Sani, Bob Shaver, Jimmy Sisco, Maggie 
Smith, Dana Sosa, Rod Strong, Inga Swen- 
gon. 

Songs: “What Does That Dream 
Mean?” “Tell Her,” “A_ Doll’s House.’ 
“Hurry,” “Isn’t She Lovely.” “Don’t Wait 
*Til It’s Too Late to See Paris,” “Ser :teh 
My Back,” “Boy Most Likely to Succeed, 
“The Broken Kimona,” “‘La Ronde,” “The 
White Witch of Jamaica,” “The Grestest 
Invention,” “Mustapha Abdullah Abu Ben 
Al Raajid,” “She’s Got Everything.” 





The final, and therefor the pri- 
mary, value-judgment on Leonard 
Sillman’s newest “New Faces” is 
that it’s unexciting and unsatis- 
fying revue - type entertainment. 
Blame the uneven material. Blame 
the run-of-mill score. There is 
hardly anything to remember, 
whistle or quote. Finally there is 
very little dancing and what there 
fs doesn’t sock. Significantly, no 
separate program credit is given 
for choreography. 

Some $225,000 has been invested, 
the bulk of it in $281.25 shares. A 
few plutocrats went for $9,000 each 
and other four-figure sums. The 
result exhibits a lot of backstage 
skill. Items: Peter Larkin’s set-| 
tings, Peggy Clark's lighting, Mar- 
ty Halpern’s stage management. If 
the sketches and gags were as suc- 
cessful as the mechanics and the 
cues, the over-all verdict might be 
different. 

Stars may occasionally _ rise 
above weak sketches and satire 
that is satirical but not particul-! 
larly comical, But that is a weight 
too heavy for new wings to carry. ! 
It is peculiarly tough on Ann | 
Henry, for she seems to represent 





Bs oducer Sillman’s invocation to} 
the gods of boxoffice, please let | 
lightning twice strike. | 

In short, it seems as if she is 


supposed to be a latterday Eartha | 
Kitt. Only she’s not Eartha Kitt. Not 
in uniqueness of style and very 
definitely not in what she had to 
work with. It is a tribute to her 
troupership to say that Miss Henry 
nonetheless almost succeeds’ in 
making something of a little stage- 
wait called “And He Flipped,” |} 
which lacks the punch-lines the | 
whole commotion promised. 
The failure of humor is, by and | 
large, the failure of this “New 
Faces.” True, there are moments 
of effective slapstick, mostly bur- | 
lesques of stage plays, televi- 
sion programs or moving pictures. 
The spectator is diverted and titil- |! 
lated, but not captivated. | 
On the point of lyrics that do 
not deliver the promise of their | 
subject-matter, Jane Connell has | 
two, “April in Fairbanks, Alaska” | 
and “Rouge.” Calling upon her | 
considerable resources as a come- 
dienne and her command of vocal 
manipulation for humor she, too, | 
almost infuses these basically so- 
what numbers with importance. 
Miss Connell is one of the stand- 
out talents in the cast. So is Billy 
Hayes, whose theatrical verve! 
bears the program note that she’s | 








been a trouper since the age of 
8. She is white-haired and eye-'! 
browed, which makes her almost | 


startling in appearance. 

To this she adds the charge of 
a high potency transmission wire. 
As the schoolteacher in the spoof 


on “Blackboard Jungle,” her dic- | 
tion leaves something to be de-| 
sired, but mostly she cleans up! 


everytime she comes on stage and 


is unmistakably an audience fa- 
vorite. 
To the extent that talent stands 


forth in this revue, it’s the dames 
who shine. This statement is not) 
inconsistent with the prominence 
and versatility of T. C. Jones, a 
he-she performer. Jones is socko 
at several points, a skilled trouper| 
always. His appearances are nu- 
merous. Once as the lady emcee oi 


a talent hunt, once as a_ crazy) 
Ziegfeld show girl, Moth of De-| 
Sire, once as Hope Diamond 


(Hampton?) doing a cafe act, but 
preponderantly and deliciously as 
Tallulah Bankhead. 

How many, of the firstnighters 
were actually “surprised” when | 
Jones took off his wig after the sec- 
ond final curtain? Who may guess, 
since tie’'d donc the Bankhead rou- 
tine and revealed his bald dome 
the previous Sunday on the Ed 
Sullivan tv program? Another 
question: How long since a revue 
was built around a female imper- 

_Sonator? Mr, Julian Eltinge, Karyl 





to-quote. 


| certo written by Autere Igncto,’ 
Extensive coverage is given Miss Cassidy’s 
jalleged behind-the-scenes masterminding of the Chicago Symphony 


Broadway 


Norman and Francis Renault must 
be smiling up there, 

Again and again the members 
of the small cast submerge into the 
ensemble or into bits so that “New 
Faces” is actually not too much of 
a showcasing for some of the young 
people. Johnny Haymer comes 
through in the first act with a spoof 
on Safari melodrama and has a 
chance to show his stuff as the roue 
in “LaRonde” and in a boy-and-girl 
hoof-and-mouth act with Miss 
Hayes. But in other instances he 
would hardly register as being in 
front of the footlights. 

John Reardon tenors agreeably 
on several occasions, but boffs only 
when there is dramatic opportunity 
as in the song-dance tale of “The 
White Witch of Jamaica.” This 


is one of the college trys for 
sheer artistry and is deservedly 
well received, though there is 


some question here, as elsewhere 
during the evening, whether the 
orchestra under Jay Blackton is al- 
ways fully with it. 

The items which slow down the 
revue are “Madame Interpreter,” 


a note-quite-funny lampoon of the 


United Nations; “And He Flipped,” 
aforementioned; “Girls 'n’ Girls-'n’ 
Girls,” “Blackboard Jungle,” 
“Don’t Wait ’Til It’s Too Late To 
See Paris,” which has very little 
to say on the subject which hasn't 
been frequently said before and 
usually better, and “The Broken 
Kimona,” which is a Japanese 
samuri folktale updated with cow- 
boy angles for the western market. 

“Darts,” by Phil Green and 
Paul Lynde, does give the lie to 
the earlier statement of nothing- 
It’s very British, with a 
forlorn lover (John Reardon) say- 
ing, “To hell with cricket!” and 
his inamorata (Maggie Smith) re- 
sponding, “A Man who would say 
that would strike the Queen!” 
Incidentally Miss Smith gives a 
competent account of herself 
throughout, but other than _ this 
sketch has little chance to have 
the spectators reaching for their 
programs. 

Amru Sani, a stately Hindu gal 
via London, where she _ vocalled 
with the Geraldo dance band, ap- 
pears twice to wham over a pair of 
numbers, the more arresting being 
a joshing of the oil-rich Arabian 
aristocracy. 

Those in the cast pretty much 
confined to hoofing and bits like 
Franca Baldwin, Suzanne Bernard, 
Johnny Laverty, Jimmy Sisco, 
Dana Sosa, Bo Shaver are hard to 
single out for individual credit. 
The second colored performer in 
the lineup, Tiger Haynes, does sur- 


|prisingly well with “The Washing- 


tons Are Doin’ Okay,” sung and 
dressed as a colonial footman and 
recalling Martha Washington's suc- 
cessful candy business and G. 
Washington’s, thriving brand of 
coffee. The audience likes the song 
and the performer. They also 
very much like Virginia Martin, an- 
other tallie, in an amusing burles- 
que of a film star whose name 
might be Monroe. 

“A Canful of Trash” is readily 
spotted a twit of “A Hatful of 


Inside Stuff —Lesit 


Rain” —with the victim being a lit- 
terbug, unable to control an obses- 
sive love of flinging paper and gar- 
bage about. Well played by Miss 
Martin, Bill McCutcheon = and 
Johnny Haymer, it is faintly comi- 
cal stuff and too long. 

Sillman’s click with the last pre- 
vious “New Faces” recalls that he 
had the broad experience and 
cross-fertilization on that occasion 
of the late revue veteran, John 
Murray Anderson. The surer 
taste, the more expert pruning, the 
sockier humor of that show as 
against ths one naturally provokes 
speculation. If it isn’t Anderson's 
influence that, being absent, makes 
the difference, something, what- 
ever, has notably failed to jell. 

The show hasn't got it for the) 
long pull. nd. 





Shangri-La 

Robert Fryer & Lawrence Carr produc- 
tion of musical drama in two acts, based 
on James Hilton’s “‘Lost Horizon.” Music, 
Harry Warren; book and lyrics, Hilton, 
Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee. 
Stars Dennis King, Shirley Yamaguchi, 
Martyn Green, Harold Lang; features 
Jack Cassidy, Alice Ghostly, Joan Holle- 
way, Berry Kroeger. Overall direction, 
Albert Marre; dances and musical num- 
bers staged by Donald Saddler; scenery, 
Peter Larkin; costumes, Irene Sharaff; 
musical direction, choral arrangements 
and musical continuity, Lehman Engel; 
musical arrangements, Philip J. Lang; 
ballet music, Genevieve Pitot; additional 
dance arrangements, John Morris; pro- 
duction manager. Robert Lindon. At 
Winter Garden, N.Y., June 13, °56; $7.50 
top ($9.60 opening). 


7 ee Dennis King 
Chao-Li Ae hee ce’ Comee ees Kaie Deei 
Robert Henderson ,....... Harold Lang 
Rita Henderson ...,....... Joan Holloway 
Charles Mallinson ........ Jack Cassidy 
BEM DOMEMIOW occcccccces Alice Ghostley 
EE $$ 45 608ee Martyn Green 
eee ceccosess» Carol Lawrence 
Ti ides 64. $000 dR SES OEee Edwin Kim Ying 
Little One ............ Leland Mayforth 
DE < cwba ane oe ++. Shirley Yamaguchi 
DED  sconag6dgnseaee ome Ed Kenney 
epee * Berry Kroeger 


Dancer Perrault Robert Cohan 

Singers: Edward Becker, Walter Farrell, 
George Lenz, Bob McClure, David Mc- 
Daniel, Jack Rains, Ed Stroll, Ted Wills, 
Marvin Zeller, Jay Bacon, Sara Bettis, 
Elizabeth Burgess, Joan Cherof, Sylvia 
Fabry, Teresa Montes, Eileen Moran, 
Maggie Worth. 

Dancers: Ralph Beaumont, Michael De- 





Marco, Ray Dorian, Eddie Heim, Rico 
Riedl, F4 Stinnett, Dorothy Hill, Greb | 
Lober, Ellen Matthews, Ilona Murai, Mary | 
Ann Niles, Doric Wright. | 

Musical numbers: “Om Mani Padme. 
Hum,” “Lost Horizon,” “‘The Man I Never 
Met,” “Every Time You Danced With 
Me,” Dance of Moderate Chastity, “The 
World Outside,” Requiem, “I’m Just a 
Little Bit Confused,” “The Beetle Race,” 
“Samewhere.” The Story of Shangri-La, 
“What Every Old Girl Should Know.” 





“Second Time in Love,” “Talkin’ With 
Your Feet.” ‘Walk Sweet,” “Love Is 
What I Never Knew.” “We've Decided to 
Stay,” Dance of Time, “Shangri-La.” 


Since virtually everything else 


these days, it was probably inevi- | 
table that somebody would have a 
crack at “Lost Horizon.” 


years ago by Columbia, with Ron- | 
ald Colman, Jane Wyatt and the 
late H. B. Warner as stars. 


The fact that this legit musical- | 
ization is a failure obviously dooms | 
the yarn for the stage, at least in | 
the foreseeable future, but it| 
needn't discourage the production 
of a song and dance treatment for 
the screen. (Columbia, which made 
| “Lost Horizon” as a straight drama, 
ij had planned a couple of montis 
| ago to do a musical adaptation but 
'seems to have abandoned it. But 


(Continued on page 59) 





| gruelling 


| This 
is being turned into a legit musical | Broadway appearance in the role. 





“Claudia Cassidy—The Queen of Culture and Her Rein of Terror” 


is the title of an article in the June issue of Chicago Magazine. 


The 


story sketches Miss Cassidy's family background, and her careers with 


the Chicago Journal of 


Commerce, 


the Chicago Sun, and the Chi 


Tribune, where she has been music and drama critic for the last 14 


years. 


Generally, the piece tends to be unfavorable, ignoring Miss Cassidy’s 
attributes (with the exception of acknowledging her flair for pictures- 
que writing), and concentrating on such boners as praising a “con- 


for ‘author unknown.” 


the latter being the Italian phrase 


and the late Lyric Opera Theatre. 
That Miss Cassidy is a power in the Chicago music field is undeni- 


able. 
as a drama critic in which she is 
contrasted with her local 


in music, 


Bernard Asbell, writer of the article, came to Chi originally as a 
folk singer, later became a show biz pressagent, free lance writer, etc. 


He has written other “expose” 


type articles, including one last year 
on Harry Zelzer, the music booker in Chi 


For the last year he was 


managing exec editor for Chicago magazine, but resigned two weeks 


ago to resume freelancing. 


Frances Adler, producer and leading actress in the revival of “Mrs. 
Warren’s Profession,” at the Davenport Theatre, N. Y., is incensed at 
a story in last week's paper about her dealings with Betty Lee Hunt, 
who was briefly pressagent for the off-Broadway venture, and with 
the latter’s union, the Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents & Managers. 


“It’s all a lie, a complete lie,” is 


tion to the piece. 


the essence of Miss Adler’s objec- 


Specifically, the producer-actress denies that Miss Hunt was not 


paid, and that the union was unable to settle the dispute. 
Miss Hunt, she charges, sent out a false 


ruined us,” she declares. 


“They have 


announcement that the show’s opening had been cancelled, instead of 
that it had been postponed. She claims she fired the p.a. for that, and 
had to have one of her company telephone the newspapers to correct 


the misinformation. 


A substitute p.a. was supposed to have been assigned by the ATPAM, 


but he never reported, Miss Adler asserts. 


The producer-actress also 


expressed indignation at the “little pipsqueaks” (especially the VARIETY 
representative) whe reviewed the show. 


——e 


Shows Abroad’ 


The Caine Mutiny 
Court-Martial 


London, June 14. 
Henry Sherek & Gilbert Miller presen- 
tation of a drama in two acts, by Herman 
Wouk. Stars Lloyd Nolan, David Knight, 
Nigel Stock. Staged by Nolan. At Hippo- 


drome, London, June 13, ’56; $2.50 top. 

BtOMOGTAPNOF 2... ccc cccee Philip Keatley 
a rate James Douglas 
Be, SE. ow aageceen Yavid Knight 
it Ce ss ook be peeled Nigel Stock 
ch. Come. Cheallee...0-ce- Peter Dyneley 
er 8, wc eehése Peter Williams 
Lt. Cmdr. Queeg ....... Lloyd Nolan 
Lt. Keefer -.seeees Richard Newton 
Signalman Urban ...... Vivian Matalon 
Oe inks bas Robert Hardy 
Cast. Seuthard ...c0... Esmond Knight 
Be. BMG ccccosscces Martin Wyldeck 
Dr. Bird Alec McCowen 


Members of the Court |. Richard Aylen, 
Alan Brown, Philip Newman, 
Colin Bix, Ray Kelly 


It is a long time since a straight | 


play importation from Broadway 
commanded the respect and atten- 
tion accorded “‘The Caine Mutiny 
Court - Martial,” The Herman 
Wouk drama is an_ unqualified 
smash. It is powerrully construct- 
ed, tautly staged and realistically 
performed by a superb Anglo- 
American cast. 

That “CMCM” emerges as a 
tense, moving and exciting drama 


is a tribute to all concerned, par- ! 


ticularly to Lloyd Nolan who has 


staged as well as stars in the Lon- | 


don edition. After all, the original 
novel was a best seller here, too 
and the full’ film version has al- 
ready played in England with out- 
standing b.o. resultS. In other 
words, there’s no surprise element, 
yet the drama is as forceful as 
ever. 

The program gives no credit for 
decor, for, apart from a bench for 
the members of the court, a couple 
of tables and chairs and a stand 
for witnesses, there are only the 
house drapes. That bare back- 
background adds considerably to 
the realism and is soon forgotten 
as the plot begins to unfold. 


Nolan’s interpretation of Queeg, 


the captain who was relieved of | 


nis command by an executive offi- 
cer, is little short of masterly. 
his first appearance on the wit- 


ness stand he’s the real smoothie, : 
but when he’s called as a defence | 
the | 


witness and crumbles under 
cross-examination, his 


transition to a pathetic paranoic 


|is a moving experience to watch. | 
star’s | 


is a repeat of the 


Almost as much praise is due to 


| David Knight, the young American | 
2 The | actor who came to -Britain two) 
James Hilton novel was success-| years ago and has made a name 


In this, 
his first legit role, he plays the de- 
fence officer with remarkable au- 
thority and understanding. 
performance of rare quality and 
depth. 

The rest of the cast has been 
locally recruited and, while some 
American accents may be open to 
criticism, the standard of acting 


reaffirms the popular belief that, | 


collectively, British feature play- 


ers are among the best to be found | 


anywhere. Nigel Stock, who has 
star billing with Nolan and Knight, 
plays the executive officer with 


the right degree of restraint par- | 
ticularly when he takes the stand | 


and is subjected to a tough cross- 
examination. 
In a supporting team of excep- 


tional strength there are impres-| 
Esmond | 


sive contributions by 
Knight, as the expert naval wit- 
ness, Alec McCowen, as a pompous 
psychiatrist and Vivian Matalon, as 


| the signalman who provides some 





|; Sgt. Winchell 


of the lighter relief. 


In some small way the role of | 


one or two of the subsidiary char- 


acters is not clearly defined and |} 


can only be understood clearly by 
those who have either seen the 
film or read the book. This par- 


ticularly applies to the executive | 
novelist friend who en-| 


However, the story gives almost a complete brushoff to her role couraged the “mutinous” act. 


a person of national reputation, as | 
influence 


officer’s 


Myro. 


The Family Reunion 


London, June 12. 

Tennent Productions’ revival of a 
drama in two acts, by T. S. Eliot. Stars 
Sybil Thorndike, Paul Scofield, Gwen 
Ffrangcon-Davies, Lewis Casson, David 
Horne, Staged and designed by Peter 
Brook. At Phoenix Theatre, London, June 
7, °56; $2.35 top. 


Lady Monchensey.. Sybil Thorndike 
ae Gwen-Ffrangcon-Davies 
at Ey are er Nora Nicholson 
a res Patience Collier 
Hon. Charles Piper David Horne 
EE oka 9695 o Kas Cyril Luckham 
SC CaGEEN Sb 5.0.56 HE GH Ro Olive Gregg 
Ss ee Catherine Willmer 
Lord Monchensey...........Paul Scofield 
 . eae Harry H. Corbett 
a eee Lewis Casson 


ere eee Norman Scace 

For the final presentation in the 
Peter Brook-Paul Scofield season 
Tennent Productions has played 
safe by lining up a front-rank cast. 
As a result, the customers will be 
lured by the stars, if not by the 
play itself, and it is certain to be 
a capacity draw for its limited run. 

“The Family Reunion,” first 





staged in 1939, has lost none of its 


In | 


It is a} 


obscurity by the passing of time 
In other words, it’s in the T. Ss 
Eliot tradition of fine writing and 
mystfying content. On this oc. 
casion the central theme is clea; 
enough, but its development is 
shrouded with large doses of dif- 
ficult-to-follow symbolism. 

With unerring conviction, but not 
always sympathetically, Scofield 
portrays the mentally tortured 
|; young peer who returns to his 
|family home convinced that he 
ideliberately caused her death 
while erossing the Atlantic. The 
family has its doubts, and after a 
large dose of dialog it transpires 
that his father had once had mur- 
derous impulses toward his mother. 
At that point the young man de- 
cides he must leave home in search 
of his own peace of mind. 


However vague some dialog pas- 
Sages may be, there can be no res- 
ervations in about the playing of 
the outstanding cast. Sybil Thorn- 
dike, as the possessive mother, 
gives a performance of unusual 
dignity The contrasting charac- 
ters of the three aunts are superbly 


| (Continued on page 58) 











Show Out of Town 








No Time for Sergeants 
Dallas, June 11. 


Maurice Evans (in association § with 
Emmett Rogers) production of comedy in 
two acts, by Ira Levin, adapted from 
novel by Mac Hyman. Features King 
Calder, Malcolm Lee Beggs, Cliff Hall, 
Louis Beachner, Roy Fant, Ted Jordan, 
James Holden. Staged by Morton Da 
Costa; sets, Peter Larkin, executed by 
Peter Wolf Associates; costumes, Noel 
Taylor. At State Fair Auditorium, Dallas, 
June 11, °56; $3.75 top. 





VRE: 5 sd SBaee baewe Stuart Germain 
Will Stockdale ........... James Holden 
Pa Stockdale ...... Peery Roy Fant 
Deakt Man ...vevre sasede William Sharon 
Per ree ere Barney Biro 
VER EEOROMESE oe csde sects Ted Jordan 

Te eerie SL eee eee Dodie Bauer 

| Inductees John Bonitz, John Dutra, 


Willard Giles, Bob Hogan, Charles 
Hudson, Len _ Bullock, Richard 

Mathews, Ken Raymond 
Frank Borgman 
Louis Beachner 


| Draftee’s Father 
Ben Whitledge 


Se errr Pye King Calder 
ENED” 5 0.5) a's 850 Thomas Charlesworth 
0 >See Dodie Bauer 


| Classification Corporal Richard Mathews 
Classification Corporal Frank Borgman 
| Corporal, Manual Dexterity 
Stuart Germain 
: Carl Lee 
Robert Van Hooton 
Dodie Bauer 


| 

| Lieutenant 
| Psychiatrist 
| Cigarette Girl 


| Infantry Sgt. Sebdebvet Jack Bryan 
Air Force Policeman.. ...John Dutra 
EE, co ces Gk a Alfred Spindelman 
BEERS Sept oan Len Bullock 
SS Sb uess 6 by wines ame Bob Hogan 
| Engineer vine ob ahawnd sane Willard Giles 
RE 0066 6000-00 4% 506 Ken Raymond 
| Gen. re os . Cliff Hall 
Gen. Pollard ....oce. Malcolm Lee Beggs 
| Senator soerecccess SEE Geren 
Gen, Pollard’s Aide Frank Borgman 
3 ae ar Altred Spindelman 
Di MY 3s: énéswandceeceedé John Bonitz 


rer eo re ra John Dutra 


| 
Capt. Charles 


Since the successes of “No Time 
for Sergeants,” via tv and Broad- 
way, a second company was man- 
datory. Maurice Eyans and Emmett 


Rogers, co-producers, have brought 
| the new edition here for a two- 
| week run, opening the State Fair 
Musicals’ 15th season at State Fair 
Auditorium. Production, directed 
here by Morton Da Costa, seems 
| perfection itself, comparable with 
| the New York company. This coin- 
pany, however, will mothball over 
the summer, recpen in September 
in Chicago and after an extended 
run there, take to the road. 

Hilarity reaches a new high for 
a Musicals’ season, and the flaw- 
|/ness opening performance brought 
| audible comments and spontaneous 
mitting for Peter Larkin’s ingeni- 
ous settings, executed here by 
Peter Wolf from blueprints. Imagi- 
native, functional scenery keeps 
the comedy moving like film fare, 
with no stagewaits. Scrim, moving 
platforms and flown pieces create 
new scenes with incredible speed. 
| James Holden, as the naive 
| draitee, Will Stockdale, keeps 

viewers laughing as he louses up 
fe regulations. The friendly 
| Georgia farm boy. eagerly enters 
|into military life, spruces up the 
| latrine with added innovations and 
; constantly cares for his infantry- 
| happy buddy, Louis Beachner. Be- 
|fore the pair get transfers to the 
| infantry, Stockdale uproots army 
routine, gets his top sergeant 
stripped of stripes, and even be- 
| fuddles generals. 

King Calder. as Sgt. King, 
strongly portrays the top-kick role. 
Cliff Hall and Malcolm Lee Beggs 
easily execute the roles of the 
|frustrated generals whose careers 
hang in the balance. 'Beachner’s 
big role, as the infantry lover, 
icapably backs Holden’s top per- 
| formance. As the psychiatrist, Rob- 
ert Van Hooton has a _ strong, 
risible scene. 

Abetting Larkin’s slick sets are 
Noel Taylor’s appropriate costumes. 
The whole show is a natural for 
Dallas, Chicago and santas _. 

ark. 
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Flock of Barn Tryouts in Offing: 
Star-Topped Revues Set to Tour 


Summer theatre audiences are in 


for the usual barrage of tryouts 
this season. Reports on nearly 40 
preems have come through thus 
far, With more anticipated as addi- 
tional barns announce schedules 
and others fill in open weeks. 

Outstanding among the preem 
entries is a rash of package re- 
yues, four of which are headed by 
stars. Also notable is the fact 
that at least four ballet troupes 
will be playing the silo circuit this 
summer. 

The lineup of star-topped tour- 
ing revues includes Tallulah Bank- 
head in “Wake Up, Darlings,” Bea- 
trice Lillie in “Beasop’s Fables,” 
Robert Q. Lewis in ‘‘What’s the 
Rush” and Hermione Gingold in 
“Sticks and Stones.” The Lewis 
yehicle was recently pre-tested with 
a different cast at the Pittsburgh 
Playhouse. 

Various other shows are sched- 
uled for more than one test show- 
casing. They include Edward Cho- 
dorov's “The Spa,” with Gloria 
Vanderbilt and Turhan Bey head- 
jng the cast; Jack Poppelwell’s 
“Dead on Nine”; Halstead Wells’ 
“,\ Temporary Island,” starring 
Celeste Holm, and “Golden Egg,” 
to star Donald Cook. “Egg,” adapt- 
ed by Mrs. Cook from Philip King’s 
original British farce, “On Monday 
Next,” is listed for Broadway pro- 
duction next fall by Alexander Ince 
and Joel Schenker. 

Two revues are scheduled for 
presentation at the Green Mansions 
Theatre, Warrensburg, N. _Y. 
They're “One Things Leads to An- 
other” and “‘Everytown.” 

On tap also are two tuners, “Ain’t 
It a Scream,” by Albert Dickason 
and Sam Anderson, and ‘Westward 
Ha,” by Hal Youngblood and Carol 
Hall. The former is slated for pres- 
entation at the Groton (Conn.) 
Playhouse, while the latter is due 
for production at.the Briar Patch 
Theatre, Sweet Briar, Va. Another 


(Continued on page 57) 


Off-B’way Assn. Dodges 
Strouse Case Queries; 
Nixed Copy of Charges 


The Off-Broadway Assn., which 
recently publicized charges against 
one of its members, is apparently 
avoiding any clarification of the 
case. During the past two weeks, 
Variety has attempted to get fur- 
ther information on the situation, 
but messages to that effect, left 
by phone at the  association’s 
headquarters have remained un- 
answered, 

The issue involved pertains to 
the hassle with Irving Strouse, who 
was notified by the association sev- 
eral weeks ago that charges of 
“unethical practices’ had been 
brought against him by strawhat 
operator Daisy Amoury. Strouse 
heads the Stage & Arena Guild of 
America. ‘ 

It’s understood the issue has 
been dropped, but that couldn't 





e confirmed from the elusive as- | 
and | 


Soclation officials. Strouse 
Johnathan Dwight were accused of 
trying to get the American Legion 
Theatre in Ephreta, Pa., away from 
Miss Amoury, but at a “hearing” 
at the association office, Strouse 
Was refused a copy of the charges 
and the case has since apparently 
een dormant. 

Miss Amoury operated the Eph- 
Tata house last summer. Dwight is 
Producing there this season, with 


ee outfit handling the book- 


Varied Estimates For 





Fixup of Ford’s in D.C. 


C Washington, June 19. 
hess and the U. S. National 
a warren have widely different 
ie olay how much it will cost to 
ealr sid Ford’s Theatre, where Lin- 
C was assassinated. 
Nation” L. Wirth, director of the 
a nal Park Service, has given 
eae nate of $1,700,000 to the 
a - Interior Committee. But 
other ers of the committee and an- 
; _Witness figured something in 
the ae of $50,000 would do 
I in Rte They were also interested 
ee «King the theatre, now a mu- 
M, open to the public without 


¢ , 
aree. There is now a 10c admis- 
°n for adults. 





‘Candide’ (Retitled) For 
Beck (Refurbished), N.Y. 


The musical version of “Can- 
dide” (to be retitled) is set for a 
Nov. 22 Broadway opening at the 
Martin Beck Theatre. Irra Petina 
and Robert Rounseville will costar 
in the Ethel Linder Reiner (in as- 
sociation with Lester Osterman Jr.) 
production. The tuner begins its 
tryout hop Oct. 29 at the Colonial 
Theatre, Boston. 

Tyrone Guthrie will direct the 
offering, adapted by Lillian Hell- 
man, with music by Leonard 
Bernstein and lyrics by John 
Latouche, Miss Hellman and Dor- 
othy Parker. The Beck, incidental- 
ly, will be refurbished this sum- 
mer. 


Gregory Splits 
With Laughton 


The long, productive and highly 
profitable partnership of Paul 
Gregory and Charles Laughton has 
ended, presumably permanently. 
According to an announcement 
yesterday (Tues.), the producer and 
director-actor have “agreed to ter- 
minate their association for the 
next season due to conflicting 
schedules.” There had been re- 
ports of a rift for some time. 


Gregory as producer and Laugh- 
ton as stager were jointly respon- 
sible for the smash lecture-style 
presentations of “Don Juan in 
Hell” (in which Laughton was co- 
starred with Charles Boyer, Cedric 
Hardwick and Agnes Moorehead), 
“John Brown’s Body” and “Caine 
Mutiny Court Martial,’ besides 
various solo “readings” by Laugh- 
ton and others. 


It was after seeing Laughton 
doing readings on a _ television 
show that Gregory persuaded the 
star to try the offerings in a series 
of personal appearances. With 
the success of that venture, Greg- 
ory quit his agent’s job with Music 
Corp. of America and, with Laugh- 
ton, launched the producer-direc- 
tor partnership that became the 
success sensation of legit. 


According to the announcement, 
“Both parties felt that it was to 
their best interest to cancel fur- 
ther plans for the presentation of 
| Stage productions, which in the 
|past have been co-produced by 
Laughton in association with Greg- 
ory.” It’s explained that Laugh- 
| ton is set to appear next fall and 
; winter in the Sam Spiegal-David 
| Lean film, “The Bridge Over the 
River Kwai,” to be shot in Ceylon, 
and next February as Falstaff in 
|a revival of “Henry IV” at Baylor 
| U., Waco, Texas. 
| Gregory’s schedule is headed by 
the film version of “The Naked 
|and the Dead,” to be produced for 
RKO release. 














U.S. and British Shows 
Topped Zurich Season 


Zurich, June 12. 
British and American plays dom- 
inated the local 1955-56 legit sea- 
son. The Anglo-U.S. product ac- 
counted for about 40% of the 
plays produced at the Schauspiel- 
haus and the smallseat Theatre am 


latter house terminated its season 
last month, while the 


June. 


There were three U. S.-authored 
entries, all presented at the Schau- 
spielhaus. They were William 
Faulkner’s “Requeim for a Nun,” 
Thornton Wilder’s “Matchmaker” 
and Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Winter- 
set.” It was the first Zurich pres- 
entation for each, and in the case 
of “Nun” marked the play’s world 
preem. “Winterset” was the only 
one that failed to click at the b.o. 


Central presented seven plays 
during the ’55-’56 semester. Of 
those, four were by English au- 
thors. They included A. J. Cronin’s 
“Jupiter Laughs,’ Shaw’s “Can- 
dida,” Felicity Douglas’ “It’s 
Never Too Late’ and Noel Cow- 
ard’s “Blithe Spirit.” All, but 
“Jupiter,” scored at the b.o. 











! 


| 





| former | however, 
showcase winds up at the end of | the 





‘Man Alive,’ at Aldwych 
OK Farce for West End 


London, June 19. 
The Aldwych Theatre resumed 
its presentation of farces last 
Thursday (14), with a mildly en- 
tertaining entry, John Dighton’s 
“Man Alive.” Presented by H. M. 


Tennent and Linnit & Dunfee, it} 


looks okay for a moderate run, 


Robinson Hare, who’s_ been 
associated with the Aldwych farces 
for many years, stars with Brian 
Reece, Joan Sims and Joan Ben- 
ham. William Chappell staged the 
show, while Hutchinson Scott is 
responsible for the decor, 





See Davis Hypo 


For Wonderful’ 





‘Richardson Returning 


| his first 
| troupe 
' Benthall will stage the production. 


“Mr. Wonderful,” which got off | 


te healthy Broadway start despite 
a near-unanimous critical drub- 
bing, is still going strong. The 
musical, currently in its 14th week 
at the Broadway Theatre, N. Y., 
has recouped approximately $100,- 
000 thus far on its $225,000 invest- 
ment. 


The Jule Styne-George Gilbert 
(in association with Lester Oster- 
man Jr.) production has been net- 
ting around $7,000-$8,000 weekly, 
with biz averaging 75%-80% of 
capacity. Although attendance on 
Broadway has been unsteady in re- 
cent weeks, the Sammy Davis Jr. 
musical has had only one stanza 
below $50,000, 


It’s the consensus in the trade 
that the continued “Wonderful” 
business is primarily due to the 
boxoffice draw of Davis. Dramatiz- 
ing that was the fact that. ‘“‘Wonder- 
ful” was Broadway's n>xt-to-high- 
est grosser last week, just edging 
the sellout ‘Most Happy Fella” and 
being topped only by the standee- 
limit “My Fair Lady.” 





‘Faces’ Has Sultry Preem; 
Here We Go Again With 
Passe Cooling Systems 


The opening of “New Faces” 
last Thursday (14), hottest day (96 
degrees) of the year created the 
usual mutterings of irritation. Al- 


though cold enough at the 7:45 an- 
nounced curtain (actual ring-up 
was at 8 o'clock), the capacity 
house seemingly used up all the 
coolness and it became steadily 
warmer during the performance. 


Whether this was wholly imagi- 
nary or partly real, it recalled dis- 
cussion and clamor last summer 
anent the inadequacy of some legit 
house cooling systems when the 
thermometer gets truly high. Open- 
ing of the doors on the auto park 
side at intermission seemed un- 
fortunate. 


Women ushers of the Barry- 


| 


'of Venice,” 





more Theatre loyally protested to | 


complaining customers that 
house was refrigerated and 
apparatus was _ fully operative. 
They may have heard one of the 
“New Faces” investors, who was 
pretty audible at intermission in 
cracking, ‘“‘This is a Shubert house 
and they economize on ice.” 

For whatever reason, quite a few 
couples left the theatre early in 
the second act. Perhaps because 
the weather was not quite so hot, 
or possibly because the house cool- 
ing system is more efficient, the 
Winter Garden Theatre was not 
uncomfortable the previous night, 
Wednesday (13, )for the premiere 


the 


Central since last September. The | of “Shangri-La.” 


In most Broadway: legit houses. 
the cooling systems are 
old-fashioned kind using fans 
to blow air over blocks. of ice in 
basement bunkers. These tend to 
be inadequate in extreme hot 
weather and, in any case, usually 
have to be shut off during the ac- 
tual performance, because of the 
noise of the fans. Also, in case of 
a sudden heat wave, the theatre’s 
supply of ice may be insufficient 
and be used up early in the eve- 
ning That’s especially true of 
matinee days. 

A few New York legit hoyses 
have modern air conditioning 
units, using a chemical system. At 
such locations, adequate cooling, 
even on the hottest days, can be 
obtained by turning up the ma- 
chine. Moreover, such systems are 
silent and may thus be kept going 
during the performance. 


the |a new 


Paris Drama Fest a Tourist Bet: 
Foreign Entries Generally Good, 
Brit Lack Last Year's Excitements 





vr 





Paris, June 19. 
The first half of the Third In- 
ternational Drama Festival, under- 


To Old Vic for ‘Timon’ | written by the city of Paris, closed 


London, June 19. 


Ralph Richardson will rejoin the | the 
Old Vic to play the title role in| directed by 


” 


“Timon of Athens, 


this week with a lavish rendering 
of Goldoni’s “La Locandiera” by 
Italo Morelli Stoppa Co. 
Luchino Visconti. 


opening Sept.| These annual festivals are now an 


5 as the company’s first show of | important part of the show and 


This will be 
with the 
Michael 


the 1956-57 season. 
appearance 
in eight years. 


Also lined up for the season’s 
repertoire are ‘“Cymbeline,” “Much 
Ado About Nothing,’ ‘Merchant 
“Two Gentlemen of 


Verona” and ‘Measure for Meas- 
ure.” 
The Vic’s five-year plan to 


produce the Bard’s complete First 
Folio is now embarking on _ its 
fourth year. To date, 23 out of the 
36 plays have been staged. 


With ‘Ride’ Fold 
Chicago, June 19. 
Chicago’s rep as a show biz town 
will take a new beating in the next 
couple of weeks. Unless a legit 
show is hustled in, the Windy City 
will be without a single legit pro- 
duction for the first three-and-a- 
half weeks of July. 
“Joy Ride,” at the Shubert, 


which opened on the Coast and 
stopped off in Chicago enroute a 











hoped-for Broadway opening, folds 
here Saturday (23). The other | 
lecal entry, “Bad Seed” at the} 
Harris, folds June 30. 

The next scheduled opening is | 
“Silk Stockings” at the Shubert, 
July 25. So it appears that all 
houses will be shuttered during the 
June 30-July 25 period. 

This marks the fourth time this 
century that Chi will be without 
legit. Last year, which may have 
established an annual pattern, the 
houses were dark for the month 
of July. Previous shutterings were 
two weeks during the Equity strike 
of 1919, and six weeks during the 
1932 depression. 

Strawhatters in the Chi area are 
four this year, three less than in 
1955. 








SHOPPING MART LEGIT 


IN SUBURBAN DETROIT 


Detroit, June 19. 





Supermarkets, already selling 
just about everything else, are now 
sponsoring legit. 

A local operation, with over 100 


a show tent to its inventory. 


outfit, Kroger Co., is co-sponsoring |_ *! 
| Vrai Mystere De La Passion” on a 


1,400-seat 
Center, a 


canvastop'§ in 


Northland suburban 


| shopping center, 





The tent, financed by a group of 


Detroit investors, is tagged the 
Northland Playhouse. It’s sched- 
uled to begin an initial 12-week 


season June 29. The operation will 
be Equity-franchised and will use 
stars. Kenneth E. Schwartz, pro- 
ducer for two seasons at the Great 
Lakes Drama Festival, Saginaw, 
Mich., is in charge. 

Kroger, which has a major out- 
let at Northland Center, 
vote’ a portion of its summer 4dd- 


will de- | 


| square 





vertising budget to a coupon plan | 


offering customers a discount on 
Playhouse tickets. The canvastop 
will also be publicized in the com- 
pany’s regular newspaper, and via 
radio spots, and posters, banners 
and leaflets in all Kroger outlets. 

The center, including 80 shops 
and department stores, has parking 
space for 12,000 cars. The tent 
will be erected on a parking lot 
ordinarily used only during the 
Christmas and Easter shopping 
rush. It’s believed to be first legit 
operation set up in a shopping 
center, F 


Elitch Opens 65th Season 


Elitch Opens 65th Season 
Denver, June 19. 

Elitch theatre opened its 65th 
season Sun. (17) with “Anniver- 
sary Waltz.” Season will run 10 
weeks. 

The house seats 1,500 seats, 
scaled 80c to $2.50. 





cultural scene here, and the many- 
lingoed appeal is a natural in these 
days of mass tourism. Attendance 
looks to equal the 100,000 mark 
set last year. 

First fest, put on in 1954 at the 
Sarah Bernhardt Theatre, had 13 
nations entered, with 36 plays and 
90 showings to 40,000 patrons. 
Second built to a need for two 
theatres, Bernhardt and Hebertot, 
with 21 nations showing 47 plays 
for 117 performances to over 
100,000 attendance. The present 
fest has 17 countries entered, with 
27 plays for 61 performances at 
one theatre, Bernhardt. Added 
Lyric Fest has swelled showings. 


General level of entries has been 
high this year, but with nothing 
so far to match last year’s excite- 
ment and exhuberance of the acro- 
batic Chinese Theatre, the com- 
plete lyrical sweep of Bertold 
Brecht’s Berliner Ensemble group, 
the dramaturgy of “The Skin of 
Our Teeth” or the fine theatrical 
spirit of the Yugoslavian group. 

Practically all countries have 
shown either classics or near-con- 
temporary plays, with a lack of 
writing and productions expressive 
of modern trends. For that rea- 

(Continued on page 59) 
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Paris Legit Shutters; 
Shows Move Outdoors 
To Get Tourist Trade 


Paris, June 19. 

As Paris legit houses shutter for 
the annual summer exodus, legit 
is going outdoors for the special 
showings that mark the height of 
the Paris tourist season. Among 
the offerings for local and visiting 
attention are a passion play on the 
steps of Notre Dame Cathedral and 
a first staging of an early Victor 
Hugo drama, “Cromwell,” in the 
courtyard of the Louvre. 

Jean Serge will direct the Hugo 
work, heretofore deemed unplay- 
able. Most readers never got past 
the ponderous prolog, but Serge 
says that it is a stirring play of 
intrigue, with high comic moments. 
Over 200 actors will cavort on the 
immense stage to be set up in the 
Louvre, and 50 will have important 
speaking roles. Bankrolled by the 


‘ | municipality, it will open . ‘“ 
stores in the local area, has added | i y3 ill open June 28 


The |} 


and play through July 6. 

Pierre Aldebert will direct “Le 
stage set before Notre Dame itself, 
with a specially constructed grand- 
stand, to seat 10,000 in the church 
It will play for two weeks, 
beginning June 23, with a cast of 
thousands. The Facade of the 
Cathedral will be utilized during 
the performance, with the Devil 
and Saint Michel each appearing 
at the windows while Christ, 
played by Guy Kerner, hangs on 
the cross. 

The Kermesse Aux Etoiles,’ a 
monster charity bazar for the Le- 


'clerc Battallion, was given last 
Saturday (19) through yesterday 
(Mon.) in the Tuilleries Gardens, 








The Off-B’way ‘Iceman’ 


Won't Deliver in Holland 


Plans to present the Circle in 
the Square’s off-Broadway produc- 
tion of “Iceman Cometh” at the 
Holland Festival next month have 
fallen through. The Greenwich 
Village group, which was guar- 
anteed $10,000 by the Festival to 
cover transportation costs, was 
unable to raise the additional $12,- 
000-$13,000 needed for the over- 
seas hop. 

The fund-raising campaign was 
backed by the American National 
Theatre & Academy. Because of 
insufficient time, ANTA was unable 
to apply for financial aid to the 
U.S. State Department’s Interna- 
tional cultural program. 


war 
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Teahouse Fold in B.A. Indicates 
U.S. Shows Can't Tour So. Americ 


Latin-American touring for U.S. ° 


legit shows is apparently impos- 
sible financially, except on an unh- 
limited subsidy. That’s indicated 
by the recent fold of the Spanish- 
language edition of “Teahouse of 
the August Moon.” 

The show, produced by Jean 
Dalrymple and Rita Allen, in asso- 
ciation with Jess Hartman, closed 
abruptly June 9, after a two-week 
stand at the Astral Theatre, Buenos 
Aires. It carried 30 Spanish-speak- 
ing U.S. performers, had previ- 
ously played Havana, Caracas, Rio 
de Janeiro and Montevideo. The 
trek began last April 12 and was 
originally scheduled to continue 
through August. 

The total loss involved in the 
undertaking was approximately 
$150,000. The coin included private 
contributions and a subsidy from 
the U.S. State Department, which 





Mielziner Has Key Role 


In Lincoln Square Planning 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
A story in last week’s issue 


about the project to build five new 
theatres in Lincoln Square, N.. Y., 
contains the inaccurate statement 


‘Ben and Ann Pinchot’s 


| 


Ben Pinchot is branching out as a_ 


‘Annie’ $54,000 in 11, St. Loo Muny 


/two novels with his 


| is scheduled for tv presentation on) 


‘Exile’ for TV and Legit 


Former theatrical photographer 


playwright. Since closing his 
studio in 1939, he’s collaborated on 
wife, Ann. 
They've now co-authored their 
first script, ““Man in Exile.” 

A condensed version of the play 


Studio One Summer Theatre. Mrs. 


| Pinchot, the author of four pub- 


lished novels 


that Roger Stevens “has already | 


had the architectural 
Periera & Luckman draw 
rough plan using numerous sugges- 


firm of | 
up a. 


tions from scenic and theatre de-| 


signer Jo Mielziner.” That de-. 
serves clarification. 
One of the troubles with most 


of the theatres put up in the early 
part of the 20th century is the fact 
that the theatrical experts were 
called in for “numerous technical 
suggestions” and, like most 





| sultants, 


were retained and _ lis- 


indirectly sponsored the venture | tened to, but for the most part 
through the President*s Emergency | were able to leave very little im- 


Fund. Of the amount dropped, ap- 
proximately $74,000 was in trans- 
portation costs. 

Miss Dalrymple attributes the 
show's closing to excessive losses 
resulting from the unbalanced rate 
of exchange between the U.S. an‘ 
several South American countri¢s. 
For example, in Buenos Aires, the 
top ticket on Friday and Saturday 
night was 40 pesos, the equivalent 
of $1. The average ticket price 
came to about T75c., with the 
weekly cavacity take running 
about $6,500, far below operating 
cost. 

Operating expenses 
paralleled U.S. 
the required employment of 
Equity performers and other union 
personnel, The weekly salary to 
the company accounted for arourd 


practically 


| 
| 
| 


| 
} 


print of their knowledge and ex- 
perience on the final job. 

In the last few years I have re- 
peatedly turned down many offers 


|to serve as consultant on the de- 


| 


! 


' 
| 


| 


costs because of | 


| 


$8000. with the minimum at $120. | 


Weekly operating costs, 
amortization of various production 
expenses, was approximately $17.- 
000, with the comedy losing an 
average of $6,000-$8,000 weekly. 

According to Miss Dalrymple, 
the Rodolfo Usigli translation of 
the Vern Sneider-John Patrick 
comedy was generally well-received 
by the south-of-the-border theatre- 
goers. The two-week Buenos Aires 
stand, she notes, was sold out, with 
the 40-peso top twice as much as 
the high being charged for a click 
local production of “Cat on the 
Hot Tin Roof.” 

Other difficulties involved in 
touring South America, Miss 
Dalrymple explains, included lost 
time in traveling, with the show 
usually moving on a Monday and 
not reopening until the following 
Thursday. Stagehands also in- 
volved a hefty expense, with the 
company carrying one and picking 
up another 18 in each locale 
played. The theatres provided 
three stagehands, bringing the 
total to 22. Additionally, the pro- 


including | 


| 


' 
} 


sign of theatre buildings. When 
Rodgers Stevens decided to launch 
this project, I was retained by him, 
not as a consultant, but to be a 
collaborating designer. I’m very 
happy to be associated in that way 
with the distinguished firm of 
Periera & Luckman. I feel that 
our combined knowledge and ex- 
perience will contribute something 
very worthwhile to the new shape 
of New York theatre. 
Jo Mielziner. 


Facelift, Full Sked For 





con- , 


‘he took over the Spa in 1947, but | 
| toid 


National Theatre, Wash. | 


Washington, June 19. 

The fall booking schedule for 
the National Theatre and plans for 
a $75,000 renovation job for the 
house have been announced here 
by Louis A. Lotito, president oi 
City Playhouses, Inc., operator of 
the house in partnership with Al- 
drich & Myers. 

At the conclusion of the current 
eight-week run of “Teahouse of 


the August Moon,” the National 
will get the touring “Pajama 
Game” July 16 for a_ six-week 
stand. It will then be shuttered 


for renovation, repainting and im- 


| provement of the air conditioning 


| Mame,” 


duction had to foot all advertising | 


costs 


Theatre deals varied in the dif- | 


ferent cities played, with the show | 


shelling out $2,100 on 
arrangement in Havana. In Bucnos 
Aires, the house got 45°. of the 
gross. The theatres normally got a 
hefty percentage of the~ take, 
they're all owned by producers and 
seldom book outside offerings. 
Miss Dalrymple, who returned 
to New York following the show’s 
closing; leaves today (Wed.) for 
the Coast to confer with Jose Fer- 
rer on plans for the 1956 drama 
Season at the N. Y. City Center, 
ot which she’s director. She _ re- 
turns to N.Y. early next week. 


Miss Dalrymple also plans to 
partner with Francisco Gallo, 
owner of the Astral Theatre, in 


an Argentine production of “Tea- 
house.” Besides being involved in 
the recent South American produc- 


a four-wall | 


tion, she was previously partnered | 


with Miss Allen in a Mexican pro- 
duction of the comedy. 


The physical setup for that wiet 
sentation, which was retained for 


the recently-folded touring pro- 
duction, has been stored in Buenos 
Aires. Rosita Diaz Gimeno, who 
played the lead role of Sakini in 
the Mexican and touring produc- 


tion, will ditto in the forthcoming | 


Argentine entry, which will prob- 
ably be done in August. 

Romney Brent, also involved in 
the two previous productions as 
director, will repeat the assign- 
ment on the new production. 


system. 

It will re open Sept. 10 with the 
Broadway-bound musical, “L'il 
Abner” for three weeks. There- 
after, it’s booked for Ruth Gordon 
in ‘“‘“Matchmaker,” Oct. 1 for two 
weeks; Rosalind Russell in “Auntie 
Oct. 15 for a- fortnight: 
“Silk Stockings,” Oct. 29 through 
Dec. 1; Julie Harris in “The Lark.” 
Dec. 3 for three weeks, and Mel- 
vyn Douglas in “Inherit the Wind,” 
Dec. 24, also for three weeks. 





Lincoln-Douglas. Show 


Hollywood, June 19 

Demetrios Vilan and Les Thomas 
have acquired the rights to Ramon 
| Romero’s dramatization of the Lin- 
coln-Douglas debates’ for concert 
| Stage presentation. Plan is to open 
the show in September at Spring- 
field, Tll., and touring during the 
Presidential election period, prior 
to Broadway. 

The producers are seeking top 
stars for the title roles, and a 
|femme name to play Mary Todd 
Lincoln. No other actors are re- 
quired. 

Vilan, managing director of the 
Huntington Hartford Theatre here, 
will stage. Thomas has been com- 
pany manager of such Paul Greg- 
ory shows as “Don Juan in Hell.” 
“John Brown's Body” and “Caine 
Mutiny Court Martial.” 





Steck Tryouts 
(June 18-30) 


Beasop’s Fables, revue (Beatrice Lillie) 
—Grist Mill Playhouse, Andover, N. J. 
(23-30). 

Lesser Comores, adapted by Sue David- 
| Son from original by Albert Husson— 
onan County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa. 


| —Peterborough (N. H.) Players (27-230). 


|(Conn.) Playhouse (19-23). 


| gold)—John Drew Theatre, Easthampton, 
| L. I. (30). 


That Certain Age, by Charles Miller—_ 
Litchfield (Conn.) Summer Theatre (18-22). | 
| (Previous tryout reviewed in VARIETY, | 


| Aug. 24, ’55). 

What’s the Rush, revue (Robert Q. 
Lewis)—Triple Cities Playhouse, Bingham- 
ton, N. Y. (25-30). 


Again 


and several short 
stories, will also be represented on 
television in July when NBC's 
Matinee Theatre presents one of 
her novelettes, “Love Wears a 
Golden Crown.” 


Decry ‘Ulcerous 
Package Shows, 
‘Greedy Agent 


Albany, June 19. 
A couple of perennial strawhat 
manager gripes, “demanding” stars 
and “greedy” agents, got a verbal 
eoing-over last Friday (15) on radio 





station WPTR here. The dishing- , 
Miles, | 


out was. done by William 
producer of the Berkshire Play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass., and 
John Huntington, of the Spa Sum- 


mer Theatre, Saratoga, N. Y. They | 


were interview guests of broad- 
caster Elaine Drooz. 

The confab was enlivened at one 
point 
Miles of being the “perpetrator” of 
touring summer 
which both agreed have become the 
bane of the strawhat field. Hunting- 
ton conceded using packages since 


listeners he would like to 
“wean” audiences away from the 
system. 

Miles recalled that he and Rich- 
ard Skinner, the latter then oper- 
ating a barn in Mt. Kisco, N. Y., 
had gone to Utica, some years ago, 
to confer with Ethel Barrymore, 
closing a two-year tour in “White 
Oaks.” They arranged with her to 
present the company intact, with 
no rehearsals, in their respective 
theatres. Richard Aldrich arranged 
to play the show next at Dennis, 
Mass. “By the time we got back 
to New York,” Miles said, “nine 


other summer theatres had booked | 


gg 

“Thus began the package show,” 
commented Miles. He played “quite 
a few,” but did not have the time 
to “supervise” them, 
out. The producer added that be- 


cause he likes to “know what he is | 
packagers. | 


doing” he abandoned 
“If a star now comes to my thea- 
tre, he rehearses with my cast,” 
he declared. 

The producer explained that with 
his silo shows he tries to equal the 
original New. York production, or 
profit on the mistakes they make, 
and “sometimes we succeed.” 

The coming season is the 17th at 
Stockbridge for Miles. It is the 
25th for the Berkshire Playhouse. 
“It is up to the audience of thé 
particular locale whether the star 
or resident company policy shall 
be used,” Miles observed, 

“IT have come to the point of no 
return,” explained Huntington, as 
he launched into a critique of the 
Star-package format. “They are 
getting mercilessly expensive. They 
have no consideration or mercy. 
The agetits are grabby,” he con- 
tinued. 

“The agents are 
than the stars,” put in Miles, “The 
agents promise them all outdoors 
and try to get you to deliver it.” 
Huntington added, “competition is 
getting tougher. There are more 
and more summer theatres.” Many 
newcomers “have no idea” of the 
problems a strawhat operator faces, 
he asserted. They spend “very un- 
wisely.” As a result, quite a few 
last only a season or two. 
referring to the charge 
| that the summer theatre man is “at 


| the mercy of the stars, at the mer- 


cy of their agents, their greedy 


| agents,” Huntington said he would 


like to follow Miles’ plan. What he 
had seen and heard convinced him 


| it was sound. 
Love Out of Town, by William McCleery | 


Real Me, by Hamilton Wright—Sharon | 


Sticks and Stones, revue (Hermione Gin- | 


Miles concluded with the state- 
ment that resident-company opera- 
tion is “less ulcerous” than the 
package system, 





_ A 10-ton air-conditioning nit 
is being installed in the Province- 
town Playhouse, N. Y., by TSR 


} 
} 


when Huntington accused | 


package shows, | 


he pointed | 


more at fault | 


a 


Central City to Preem ‘Baby Doe’; . 





| Legit Bits 


} 








| Robert Rapport, who’s been on 
,tour with the New York company 
of “Teahouse of the August Moon,” 
,returns to town this week to re- 
sume as general manager for pro- 
ducer Maurice Evans and company 
manager of “No Time for Ser- 
geants.” Bill Norton, who's been 
c.m. for “Sergeants,” goes to 
Washington to succeed Rapport on 
“Teahouse.” 


According to Brooks Atkinson, 
N.Y. Times drama critic, the paper 
will stick with its new policy of 
figuring the Broadway season as 
officially starting July 1 and end- 
ing June 30 of the following year. 
'The sheet shifted this year, on the 
ltheory that the move from 
former starting date, June 1, is of- 
ficially determined by the action 
of Aciors Equity in recently mak- 
‘ing June 30 the automatic expira- 
tion date for run-of-the-play con- 
tracts. Other publications retained 
the former date, and apparently 
will do so permanently. 

Joseph Schildkraut’s new two- 
year contract as co-star of “Diary 
of Anne Frank” gives him the 
‘right to take a leave of absence 


| 


| 





sion of the drama. 

Nat Goodwin, who has _ taken 
over operation of the Lake Shore 
Playhouse, at Buffalo, is 
sceiated in the management of the 
| Millville (Pa.) Playhouse, as in- 
correctly reported in a recent issue. 
He merely appeared as an actor 
in two plays last summer at the 
latter house, which is operated by 
Leonard Stein. 

June Roselle has taken over the 
'title role in “Fanny,” succeeding 
| Florence Henderson, who with- 
drew for approaching motherhood. 

An annual $500 Lola D’Annun- 
zio award for “the outstanding 
achievement of the off-Broadway 
theatre” has been established in 
honor of the actress killed in a 
recent auto accident. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner left N.Y. 
for Japan last Friday (15) to gath- 


er material for a Reader’s Digest} 


article. She’s due back Aug. 1 to 
start rehearsals for the Broadway 
production of “Second Monkey.” 

Choreographer Doria Avila and 


Al Gallagher, a business man, have | 
formed production partnership for | 


the 
plays. 
James Holden, currently appear- 
ing in the national 
“No Time for Sergeants,” will re- 
place Andy Griffith in the Broad- 
way company for one week, begin- 


presentation of Broadway 


ning July 30, prior to Charles 
Hohman’s takeover of the role 
'Aug. 6. Griffith is leaving the 


show for a film assignment and has 
the option ot returning to the pro- 
duction after that. 

Robert O’Hearn will design the 
sets for the forthcoming Broadway 
revival of Shaw’s “Apple Cart.” 

Edna Best and her 
Sarah Marshall, are scheduled to 
appear together on Broadway next 
fall in “Reluctant Debutante.” 

New York gets into the Shake- 
spearean festival act June 29 when 
“Julius Caesar’ preems at the 2,- 
000-seat East River Park Amphi- 
theatre. -Three plays by the Bard 
will be produced there by Joseph 
Papp for. the Shakespearean Thea- 
| tre Workshop, which is presenting 
the series in cooperation with the 
Department of Parks. Stuart 
Vaughan will direct the plays. 

Michael Lawrence replates 
Geoffrey Lumb in ‘“‘Witness for the 
| Prosecution” when the play begins 
its road tour July 5 in Los Angeles. 

George Jenkins will do the sets 
for “‘Happiest Millionaire,” sked- 
ded for Broadway in the fall. 

Garson Kanin will direct Rob- 
ert Whitehead’s forthcoming 
| Broadway production, tentatively 

titled, “The Heart’s a Forgotten 
Hotel.” 
| Orson Bean withdraws June 30 
‘from the cast of “Will Success 
Spoil Rock Hunter,” with his 
| standby, David Sheiner, filling in 
= Tom Poston takes over July 
| 18. 

Joe Shea, back from a Florida 
| vacation, has gone to Chicago as 
,advance man for the touring “Silk 
| Stockings.” 
| Whitney Bolton, drama critic of 
‘the N. Y. Morning Telegraph, is 
spending the summer in Mexico 
with his actress-wife Nancy Cole- 
man and their two children. 

/ Due in town to see the Broad- 
; way shows are Dick Williams, 
|critic of the Los Angeles Mirror- 


the | 


to play the same role in a film ver-| 


not as-| 


company of} 


daughter, | 


Denver. June 19. 


A large crowd was at the station 
to welcome the companies in the 
two operas to be presented at the 
Opera House in Central City, Colo. 
for a month, June 30 through Jul, 
28. Starting Aug. 4, “The Lark,” 
Starring Julie Harris, will be pre. 
sented through Sept. 1. 


A major activity of social and 
art-minded people in Denver and 
the state, the summer play festival 
is staged in what was a near-ghost 
town. The play festival, growing 
out of a week in 1931, has now 
grown to be more than a two- 
month summer activity. The Cen- 
tral City Opera House Assn., a sub- 
Sidiary of the U. of Denver, owns 
| the opera house, two hotels in the 
| town, and considerable other prop- 
/erty in the former mining town, 
claimed to have been in the center 
of “the richest square mile on 
earth” after gold was discovered 
| there in 1858. 

The companies have been on re- 
| hearsal in New York for two weeks, 
‘and will continue rehearsals at 
| Central City until the June 30 
|Opening of Puccini’s ‘La Tosca.” 
,and the premiere of “The Ballad 
| Of Baby Doe,” an original written 
jeepenteny tor the old 750-seat the- 
| atre. 





| 


The lowest price is $3.60, at the 
|matinees, while opening night 
| prices range from $4.50 to $7.75. 

pening night is, of course, society 
night, and tickets are in heavy de- 
mand. “The Ballad of Baby Doe” 
is written around Denver and Colo- 
rado history. 


The premiere of “The Ballad of 
Baby Doe” is set for July 7. The 
| story deals with the career of the 
late H. A, W. Tabor, rags-to-riches- 
'to-rags storekeeper, and “Baby 
| Doe,” one ot his wives. 
| Dr. Elmer Nagy, designer-direc 
|tor, is back for his eighth Centar] 
City season. He is ereating the 
| Stage settings and costumes and di- 
'recting “Tosca.” Hanya Holm and 
| Dr. Erwin Levy are co-directors of 
| “Ballad of Baby Doe,” and Donald 
| Oenslager in creating the costumes 
and settings. Emerson Buckley. 
New York City Opera director, is 
Central City music director, as- 
_Sisted by Walter Taussig, of the 
Met staff. 

“Ballad of Baby Doe” is a possi- 
bility tor Broadway presentation 
next winter by producer Michae) 
|Myerberg. “The Lark,” after ‘its 
Central City stand will tour. 


Annie $54,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis, June 19. 

| “Annie Get Your Gun,’ opening 
the 38th season of St. Louis Munic- 
ipal Theatre, grossed $54,000 in 11 
| performances last week in the al 
| fresco playhouse in Forest Park. 
| Mary McCarty, Mark Dawson, 
Richard France and Oliver Cliff 
| weve featured leads. ’ 
| First local outdoor presentation 
| of “Paint Your Wagon” pened last 
| night (Mon.) with Edwin Steffe, 
|Christine Mathews and. Ton) 
Bavaar. 


New Tuner Spot in Hub 
Boston, June 19. 

| A new group, Boston Music Fes- 
tival, has taken over John Hancock 
Hall in the Back Bay section open- 
ing July 2 with “Annie Get Your 
| Gun,” 


C. Sheldon Ballech and Clifford 


Lenox are the producers and Mil- 
ton Lyon will direct, with choreog- 
raphy by Eric Kristen, 
asada 
‘Real Me’ Tryout at Sharon 
Sharon, Conn., June 19. 
| Judson Philips began ‘his sev- 
enth season as operator of. the 
| Sharon Playhouse today (19) with 
|}a one-week tryout of “The Real 
|Me,” a new comedy by Hamilton 
| Wright. Atwood Levensaler is 
| directing the production. 
| The Playhouse operates on a 
'non-star policy. . 
Green Hill Goes Equity 
Reading, Pa., June 19. 
Green Hill Theatre, near. here, 
opened its fifth season Friday 
| (15) with “Chalk Garden” by Enid 
| Bagnold. For the first time, the 
local barn has gone Equity. 


Mesrop Kesdekian, who has di- 
rected productions at the barn for 
the past four seasons, will stage 
the initial production. Show will 
also be produced this season by 





Theatre Co., which has a lease on| News, and Louis Guzzo, of the | Ralph Rose, while Ted Moore re- 


, the house through next Oct. 18. 


| Seattle Times, 


j turns to design the sets. 
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‘Seed’ N.G.$12,400 
‘Joy’ $17,800, Chi 


Chicago, June 19. 
Record-breaking five day heat-'! 
wave cut into Chi’s legit take last | 
week. “Joy Ride” folds this week. | 
Scheduled entries are “Silk | 
Stockings,” due July 25 at the} 
Shubert, and “Bus Stop,” arriving 
Aug. 13 at the Harris. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Bad Seed, Harris (D) (7th wk) | 
$5; 1,000; $29,837) (Nancy Kelly). | 
Under $12.400; previous’ week, | 
$15,700; folds June 30. 


| 
} 


Joy Ride, Shubert (R) (2d wk) | 
($4.95; 2,100; $51,000). Under $17.,- | 
800; previous week, $16,390; folds | 
here next Saturday (23). 


‘TEAHOUSE’ HOT 4026, 
FOURTH WEEK AT D. C.. 


Washington, June 19. | 


Fourth week of “Teahouse of the! 
August Moon” at the National) 
Theatre continued its solid gait) 


; 


with a $40,500 gross. House capac- | 


ity would have been $42,400. 

The house with 1,677 seats, is 
sealed to a top of $4.95 weekends. | 
Comedy is booked through July 
14, although Eli Wallach, who co- 
stars with Gene Blakely, is slated | 
to leave the company June 30, } 


’ 
Parks-Teahouse’ $33,200, 
+ bd 
Opening Week, Detroit 
Deiroit, June 19. | 

“Teahouse of the August Moon,” | 
starring Larry Parks, did a nice} 
$33,200 in the first week of a four- | 
week stay at the Shubert with heat | 
wave, auto unemployment and | 
Theatre Guild subscription blamed | 
for the under-capacity gross. 
The 2,050-seater is scaled at a 
potential capacity of $46,000 under | 
the Guild subscription top of $4. 














| 


‘Boy’ Thin $17,800 in 7, | 


Tacoma-Portland Split 
Portland, June 19, 

“Bov Friend” grossed a modest 
$17,800 last week in a two-way | 
split between the Temple, Tacoma, | 
and the Auditorium here. The mu- | 
sical nabbed around $2,700 in two 
performances at the former spot | 
Monday-Tuesday (11-12) and an- 
other $15,100 in five local perform- | 
ances Wednesday-Saturday (13-16), | 


The Cy Feuer-Ernest H. Martin | 
production is current at the Den- | 
ver Theatre, Denver. 


British Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 


LONDON 


Bey Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 
Caine Mutiny, Lon. Hipp, (6-13-58). 
Chalk Garden, Haymarket (4-11-56), 
Cranks, Duchess (3-1-56). 

Ory Ret, Whitehall (8-31-54). 

Family Reunion, Phoenix (6-7-56) 
Per Amusement Only, Apollo (6-5-56), 
Gigi, New (5-23-56). 

HMetel Paradiso, Wint. Gard. (3-2-56), 
Meuse by Leake, York’s (5-89-56). 
Kismet, Stoll (4-20-35). 

Likely Tale, Globe (3-22-58). 

Leve Affair, Lyric Hamm. (6-1-56). 
Man Alive, Aldwych (6-14-56). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52). 
Off Mainiand, Arts (5-30-56). : 
Pajama Game, Coliseum (10-13-55). 
Paris by Night, Prince Wales (4-9-55). 
Piain & Fency, Drury Lane (1-23-56). 
Piume de ma Yante, Garrick (11-3-35). 
Rainmaker, St. Mart. (3-31-58). ‘ 
Reluctant Deb, Cambridge (5-24-53). 
Repertery, Old Vie (9-7-55). 

Rivals, Saville (2-23-56). 

Remanoff & Juliet, Piccadilly (5-17-56). 
Sailer Beware, Strand (2-16-55). 

Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 
Separate Tables, St. James’s (9-22-54), 
South Sea Bubbie, Lyric (4-25-36). 
Spider’e Web, Savoy (12-14-54). 

Such Is Life, Adelphi (12-14-55). 
Summer Seng, Princes (2-16-56), 
Teaheuse Aug. Meen, Her Maj. (4-22-54). 
“3 Penny Opera, Comedy (6-19-56). 

Te My Leve, Fortune (6-6-56). 

Waltz ef Tereaders, Criterion (3-27-56), 
"Interrupted Run. 

_ SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Malice Domestic, New Lind (6-20-56), 
Night ef 4th, Westminster (6-29-58). 

CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Fresh Airs, Comedy (1-26-56), 


TOURING 





Call Girt 

Cen-Can 

Charley's Aunt 

Daughter ef Desire 

Dead on Nine 

D‘Oyly Carte Opere 
Fresh Airs 

Gay Deceiver 

Girl Called Sadie 

King and | 

Kintech Pleyere 

Lady Be Good 

Love on the Never Never 
Married in Haste 

Night Must Fall 

Perilli at End Meuse 

Sight Unseen 

Teahouse ef the August Meen 


Twinkle 

Unseen Ameng Us 

Wa fer Sedet 
the 


|Out of 


| Starring Ethel Waters ‘Ivy Tower | 


| (Olney (Md.) Theatre). 


' Your 


| Rose is reportedly interested in 
| bringing “Lentil” to Broadway. 





Witd Grows Heather 
Wemen ef the Streets 
Zip Sees a Millien 


Bum Notice 
Resuming his one-man cru- 
sade against early legit open- 
ings, critic John Chapman, of 
the N. Y. Daily News, ap- 
peared -Thursday night (14) at 
the Barrymore, N. Y., for the 


PROTEST 25c PARKING 
AT KAYCEE STARLIGHT 


Kansas City, June 19. | 
Uproar is being raised by press 
and public here over last week's 


: 7:45 curtain of “New Faces” 
announcement of Starlight Theatre bearing a lunch basket. He 
officials that a charge of 25c¢ per did not, however, actually 


open up any picnic provender. 

A feminine firstnighter 
cracked, “It would serve him 
right if nobody mentioned it.” 


car will be made at the theatre’s 
ae parking lot adjacent to the 
heatre in Swope Park. Policy shift 








has come after five years of oper-| 
ating the theatre with free park- | 





ing, evaluated as one of the thea- 6 9 
| tre’s outstanding assets. | e ouse 
b 


Word of the proposed charge has. 
resounded in the Kansas City Star | 


tre. Taking exception to the pro- 
posed fee, the Star headlines it 


Ck en..” Gale k age Boston, June 19. 
ee Parking Jolt at Star _ Hub’s extended legit season con- 
_— ' |tinues, with strawhat competition 

If the purpose is to anger the | ang a heat wave. Two shows are 
Starlight Theatre patrons, the on the boards, “Teahouse of the 
parking fee is an inspiration. Ofl-| August Moon” at the Colonial and 


which looks upon the move edi- | é ; 4 
| torially as a bad stand for the thea- | ajalma 5 ll 


hand, we can’t think of anything the touring company ‘Pajama 
likely to produce as much irrita-;|Game” at the Shubert. Hub critics 
tion for the money gained,” the pa- all found the road_ edition oi | 


“Pajama Game” 
; original company. 

' Both shows fold here next Satur- 
'day night (23) ending the legit 
| season, which hag run longer here 
than normal and has been the most 
— at the b.o. of any 
va ae : a long time. 

revue, “Roll Em,” is on the Groton iitinaten tom tad Week 


sked. | 
ae * | Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Other shows trying out, with the | Gojgnial (C) (4th wk) ($4.40: 1,500: 


theatres listed parenthetically, in- ($36,000) ‘(Eddie Bracken, 
clude Robert Nathan s “Susan and | Reilly). Sagged to $14,800; previous 
the Stranger” (Westchester Play-| week, $24,200: folds this week. 


per argued. 








Flock of Tryouts 


Continued from page 35 Gaus | 





house, Mt. Kisco, N. Y.), Robert! Pajama Game, Shubert (MC) 
Saffron’s “All On a Summer's} (Jst wk) ($5.50; 1,717; $48,000) 
Day” ‘(Spa Theatre, Saratoga,|(Larry Douglas. Betty O'Neil, 
N. Y.), A. P. Mollison’s “First | Buster West). Only $29,000, closes | 


Night” (Sea Cliff (L. I.) Summer | tour here this week. 
Theatre) and Charles’ Miller’s | 
“That Certain Age” 


(Conn.) Summer | ‘Rosalinda’ Big $49,000, 
Also, William McCleery’s “Love ‘inherit’ Steady $28,000, 
‘Waltz’ So-So $10,900, S.F. 


Town” (Peterborough, 
San Francisco, June 19. 


Civie Light Opera’s 
“Rosalinda” continues to 





(N.H.) Playhouse), Marcel Ayme’s 
“Clerembard,” also announced for 
Broadway production by Leo Kerz | 
(Murray Theatre, Princeton, N. J.), | 
Roy Bailey’s “Voice of Strangers,” 
Playhouse, Spring Lake, N. J.),; third round at the Curran 
Sue Davidson’s adaptation of Al-!| week. 
bert Husson’s “Lesser Comores,” | “Inherit the Wind” did good sec- 
with Jerome Cowan, Herbert Berg- | ond-frame business at the Geary. 
County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa.), | W we the Alcazar was up. 
adidas a ete (0 3 stimates for Last Week 
and Maura Laverty’s “Old Boy Rosalinda, Curran (3d wk) ($5.40; 
11,752; $52,000) (Cyril Ritchard, 
Also, Kermit Hunter's “Eleventh | Jean Fenn). Big $49,000; previous 
Hour” (Gypsy Hill Theatre, Staun- | week, $46,000. 
ton, Va.), Arthur Miller’s revised } 
version of “View From the Bridge,” | ($4.40; 1,550; $37,000) ‘(Melvyn 
titled “From Under the Sea” (The- Douglas). Okay $28,000; previous 
atre -on-the-Green, Wellesley, | — ae sista aids dete 
Mass “Matilda” -kshir av- | nniversary Waltz, “AZ. 31s 
Mass.), “Matilda” (Berkshire wee | wk) ($3.85: 1.147: $27,341) (Richard 
Eastham, Marjorie Lord). Mod- 
est $10,900; previous week, $10,- 
100, 


‘Sergeants’ Hefty $45,000, 


Opening Dallas Season 
Dallas, June 19. 

State Fair Musicals’ first offer- 

ing of the current (15th) summer 

season, “No Time for Sergeants,” 


Stockbridge, Mass.), 
Honeymoon Really Neces- 
(Flat Rock (N. C.) Play- 
house), John Byrne's “Painted 
Days” (Barn Theatre, Augusta, 
Mich.) and Ira Marion’s “Stairway 
to Nowhere” (Red Barn Theatre, 
Westboro, Mass.). 

The Sharon (Conn.) Playhouse 
has three tryouts skedded, Hamil- 
ton Wright’s “The Real Me,” Dan- 
iel Schneider’s “Paradise Gate’| reached the midway mark with 
and A. E. Eckland’s “Love Is a Two | Sunday’s (17) matinee, with a good 
Way Stretch,” costarring Albert | $45,000 b.o. for seven perform- 


house, 


sary?” 








Dekker and Edith Atwater. Preems | ances. New national company of 
at the Westport (Conn.) Country | “Sergeants,” another Maurice 
Playhouse include Joseph Julien’s | Evans-Emmett Rogers production, 
“Gimmick” and Larry Ward and| holds ¢ . 
Gordon Russell’s “Rhom.” | Then it’s mothballed for a Septem- 
.... | ber opening in Chicago. 

Slated to debut at the bitped Non-musical opened the 12-week 
Barn Theatre, Westport, Conn., are} season here. Due next Monday 
Adam,” adapted by Mark Epstein | (25) for a fortnight is the touring 
from a French original, Adrian | company of “Boy Friend,” with Jo 
Gordon's “‘No Rest for the Weary,”|. nn Bavless and John Hewer. 


with Clarence Derwent; Nicholas r 
ouring Shows 


Biel’s “Sound of the Goose,” Kath- 
June 18-30) 








erine Anne Porter’s “Noon Wine,” 
with Mildred Dunnock; Federico 
Garcia Lorca’s “Dona Rosita” and 
“I Knock at the Door,” Arnold | Anastasia ‘Viveca Lindfors, Eugenie 
Perl's adaptation of Sean O’Casey’s | Leonor ich)—Huntington Hartford, L. A. 
autobiographical yarn. Anniversary Waltz (Richard Eastham, 
Ben Hecht and his wife, Rose | wed Seea Nancy” Kelis artis Chi 
Caylor, are involved in two tryouts | 820) (closing). 


é Bey Friend—D . D > (19-23); | 
scheduled for the New England State Fair, Dallas (24.1). suites aa); 
Mutual Hall, Boston, Mass. The; Oamn Yankees (2d Co.) (Bobby Clark) 


—Moore, Aud., 
(25-28). 

Fiewering Peach—Carthay Circle, L. A. 
23-30). 


Inherit the Wind (2d Co.) 
Douglas)—Geary, S. F. (18-30). 

Ne Time fer Sergeants (2d Co.)—State 
Fair, Dallas (18-23) (closing). 

Pajame Game (2d Co.) (Larry Douglas. 
Buster West, Betty O’Neil)X—Shubert, 
Boston (18-30). 

Resalinde (Cyril Ritchard, Jean Fenn. 
Lois Hunt, Robert Wright)—Curran, §. F. 
(18-23) (closing). 

Silk Steckings (Don Ameche)—Philhar- 
monic Aud., L. A. (18-30). 

Teahouse of the August Meen (ist Co.) 
(Eli Wallach, Gene Bilakely)—National, 
Wash, (18-30). 

Teaheuse ef the Aveust Moen (2d Co.) 
(Eddie Bracken, Hugh Reilly)--Colenial, 
Boston (18-23) (closing). . 

Teahouse ef the August Meen (3d Co.) 
(Larry Parks)—Shubert, Det. (18-30). 

Will Sueceess Spell Reck Hunter (Gene 
Raymond, Jesse White, Merry Anders)—- 
Carthay Circle, L. A. (18-23); Curran, 
S. F. (25-30). 


Seattle (18-23); Portland 


plays are “Lentil,” by Miss Caylor 
and ‘‘Winkelberg,” by Hecht. Cast 
for the former will be headed by 
Fay Bainer, Glenda Farrell, Joan 
Tetzel and Jennie Hecht. Billy 


(Melvyn 





SCHEDULED N. Y. OPENINGS 


(Theatres indicated if set) 
Reluctant Debutante, Miller (10-10). 
Separate Tables, Music Box (10-22). 
Old Vie (10-23). 

Cendide, Martin Beck (11-22). 

Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (Wk. 10-28). 
Prince, Coronet (Wk. 10-28). 

Very Special Beby, Belasco (11-14), 

Bells Are Ringing (11-22). 


OFF-BROADWAY 


Chekev One-Acters, Contemporary (6-28). 








on a par with the | 


for 
‘ 


Hugh | 


high-class | 
build, | 
and was close to capacity for its! 
last | 


Inherit the Wind, Geary (2d wk) 


through next Sunday (24). | 


B'way Wilting; Shangri’ $31,300 (6), 
Faces’ 22/46, (5); Wonderful’ $58,600, 
~ ‘Rain’ 18146, ‘Angels’ 166, ‘Janus’ 116 


| Broadway 


was back to seasonal | 
‘normal last week. Business dropped | performances and 


first four 
preview 


almost $22,500 for 
one 


can); 


for most shows, with continuation! No Time for Sergeanis, Alvin 
of the deciine anticipated. Fall-off |(C) (35th wk; 276; $5.75-$4.60; 
in receipts was drastic for some |] 331; $38,500). Previous week, 
shows, indicating slim chances for} g30 990: last week. over $39,000 
summer survival. Three entries are | hag . : ‘ 

: ajam; ame, St. James (MC) 
currently on tw ofers, with others 1 loth * “S76. $6.90: 1 615: $52,- 
expected te follow. genat : likels 118) (John Raitt, Eddie Foy a 
to be a factor in staying power. \Sulie  @iiean) ann weak 


, 


Last week’s capacity lineup in- 
cluded “Damn Yankees,” “Diary 
ot Anne Frank,” “Most Happy 
Fella,’ “My Fair Lady” and “No 
Time for Sergeants.” 
two preems, “Shangri-La” and 
“New Faces of 1956,” the latter 
going clean. Ciosers were “Carmen 
Jones” at the City Center 
\*Littlest Revue” at the Phoenix 
Theatre. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama, R_ (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
ere ta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks plaved, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
|of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10€% Federal and 
5°o City tax, but grosses are ie.; 
i.c., exclusive of tax. 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Morosco 


(D) (g5th wk; 516; $6.90; 946; $31,-| $17 700: 
000) ‘Barbara Bel Geddes, Thomas | ° 
| Gomez). Marjorie Steele replaces | yi} ey ‘79th wk: 628: $5.75-$4.60. 


Miss Bel Geddes next Monday (25). 
| Previous week, $29,000; last week, 
lover $28,700. 
| Damn Yankees, St. 


46th (MC) 


(59th wk: 468; $8.05; 1.297; $50,573) | 


‘(Sheila Bond). Miss Bond pinchhit 
for Gwen Verdon who resunred 
her starring assignment last Mon- 
day (18). Previous week, $50,700; 
| jast week, almost $50,800. 
Desk Set, Broadhurst (C) (34th 
(Shirley Booth). Miss Booth leaves 
ithe show next Saturday (23), with 
Audrey Christie replacing. 
'ous week, $18,200 on twofers; last 


|hof and Howard daSilva (Bucks | and the 31st week of “Anniversary | week, nearly $14,800 on twoters. 


Diary of Anne Frank, Cort (D) 
1 (37th wk: 293; $5.75; 1,036; $28.- 
1854) (Joseph Schildkraut, Susan 
| Strasberg). Previous week, $29,400; 
| last week, almost $29,500. 

Fallen Angels, Playhouse (C) 
| (22d wk: 175; $3.75-$4.60; 994; 
| $27,251) ‘Nancy Walker, Margaret 
| Phillips). Previous week, $16,400 
ion twofers; last week, nearly $16,- 
| 000 on twofers. 


| Fanny, Majestic (MD) (85th_ wk; | 


(Law- 
Pre- 


| 676; $7.50; 1,623; $62,963) 
irence Tibbett, Billy Gilbert) 


| vious week, $31,300; last week, al-| 


‘most $28,000. 


| Hatful of Rain, Lyceum (D) (32d | 
lwk: 253: $5.75-$4.60; 995; $23,339) | 


|(Shelly Winters, Ben Gazzara). 
| Vivian Blaine and Steven McQueen 
; replace Miss Winters and Gazzara 
| July 2. Previous week, $19,000; 
jlast week, almost $18.500. 
Inherit the Wind, National (D) 


| (59th wk; 469; $3.73-$4.60; 1,162: 
1 $31,300) (Paul Muni). Lays off 
‘from June 30-Sept. 14. Previous 
| week, $28,000; last week, almost 
| $26,500. 

Janus, Plymouth (C) (30th wk; 
| 234; $5.75-$4.60; 1,062; $32,700) 


|(Imogene Coea, Robert Preston, 
|Claude Dauphin). Donald Cook 
i takes over as summer replacement 
{for Dauphin beginning July 2. Pre- 
|vioks week, $19,700; last week, 
‘nearly $11,000; now on twofers. 

Matchmaker, Royale (C) (28th 
wk; . 224; $3.73; 1,050; $31,000) 

Ruth Gordon, Eileen Herlie, Lor- 
ing Smith). Previous 
900: last week, almost $21.400. 

Middle of the Night, ANTA The- 
atre (D) (19th wk; 149; $5.75; 1,185; 
$39,116) (Edward G. Robinson). 
Lays off from June 30-Aug. 27. 
| Previous week, $30,700; last weck, 
over $29.000. 

Mr. Wonderful, Broadway 

(13th wk; 100; $7.50-$6.90; 1,900; 
| $71,000). Previous week, $56,800; 
'}ast week, nearly $58,600. 
Most Happy Fella, Imperial] (MD) 
i(7th wk; 52; $7.50; 1,427; $57,875). 
' Previous week, almost $58,500; last 
week, same. 

My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(14th wk; 108; $7.50; 1.531; $64.- 
240) -(Rex Harrison, Julie 
‘drews). Previous week, almost 
$65,200; last week, same. 

New Faces of 1956, Barrymore 
(R) (ist wk; 4; $7.30-$6.90; 1,077; 
$39,600). Onened last Thursday 
(14) to three affirmative reviews 
(Chapman, News; Coleman, Mirror; 
Hawkins, World-Telegram) and 
four negative (Atkinson, Times; 
Herridge, Post; Kerr, Herald 
Tribune; McClain, Journal-Ameri- 





An- t 


There were | 


and | (18th wk: 140; $5.75; 


}day (23), 


;can) 


wk; 272; $5.75-$4.60; 1,182; $31.500) | 


Previ- | 


$40.200; last week, nearly £41.300. 
Pipe Dream, Shubert (MD) (29th 
229; $7.50; 1,453; $55,039) 
‘(Nancy Andrews, William John- 


son). Previous week, $29,700; last 
weck. ulmost $25,600. 
Ponder Heart, Music Box ‘(C} 


1,010; $30,000) 
(‘David Wayne), Closes next Satur- 
Previous week, $16,700; 
last week, nearly $14,300. 
Shangri-La, Winter Garden (MD) 
(Ist wk: 5; $7.50; 1.404: $60,000) 
‘Dennis King, Shirley Yamaguchi, 
Martyn Green, Harold’ Lang). 
Opened last Wednesday (13) to two 
) favorable reviews ‘Hawkins, World- 
Telegram;McClain, Journal-Ameri- 
und five unfavorable (Atkin- 
son, Times; Chapman, News; Cole- 
man, Mirror; Herridge, Post; Kerr, 


Hera'd Tribune); almost $31,300 
for first five performances and a 
partiol preview. 


Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter, 


Belasco ‘(C) (36th wk; 284; $5.75; 
1,037; $31,582), Previous week, 
: last week, over $18.200. 


Witness for the Prosecution, 


(946: $23,248). 


Closes June 30. to 
jtour. Previous week, $16,800; last 
i week, almast 16.200. 
Closed Last Week 

| Carmen Jones, City Center (MD) 
(3d wk; 22;°$3.80; 3,090; $60,000). 
Previous week, $38,100; last week, 
{nearly £327,900; closed last Sunday 

(17), winding up the N.Y. City Cen- 
jter Light Opera Co.'s nine-week 
series of three shows. 

Littlest Revue, Phoenix (R) (4th 
| wk: 32; $4.60-$3.45; 1,050: $24,067). 
Previous week, $10,500; last week, 
almost £5.300; closed last, Sunday 
(17), winding up the Phoenix The- 
atre’s third stock season. 








OFF-BROADWAY 
| By Hex, Tempo (6-18-56). 

| Comrades, Actor's Playhouse 
| (6-5-56). 

| Doll's House, Greenwich Mews 
| (5-7-56). 

| leeman Cometh, Circle in Square 
| (5-8-56). 

| Maids & Gallant Casslan, Tempo 
| (5-18-56). 

| Man ef Destiny, Downtown (5- 
| 21-56). 

| Man With Golden Arm, Cherry 
{Lane (5-21-56). 


| Mrs, Warren’s Profession, Daven- 
| port (6-6-56). 

Threepenny Opera, de Lvs (9-20- 
55). 


Uncle Vanya, 4th St. (1-31-36). 


‘STOCKINGS’ 6336 L.A. 
‘ANASTASIA’ BIG $22,000 


Los Angeles, June 19. 

| Local legit held up well last 
|; week, and all three shows continue 
this week. “Flowering Peach” 
|}epens at the Carthay Circle next 
| week, replacing “Will Success Spoil 
| Rock Hunter.” 





| Estimates for Last Week 


}(Viveea Lindfors, 
q 
j until Juls 
week, $22,- | 
| $63,000) 


Anastasia, Huntington Hartford 
;(D) (3d wk) ($4.95; 1,032; $28,500) 
Eugenie Leon- 
jtovich). Up another notch to $22,- 
}000; previous week, $21,700; holds 
14. 

Silk Stoekings, Philharmonic 
|Aud (MC) (3d wk) ($4.95; 2,670; 
‘Den Ameche). Another 
sellout $63,500; previous week, 
| $63,700; exits town June 30. 


| Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter, 


(MC) | 


{ 





Carthay Cirele (C) (4th wk) ($3.85; 
1.518: $35,000). Off again to 
around $17,500; previous week. 
$20,000; winds Saturday (23). 


‘Yankees’ $22,300 for 6, 
Splitting Mpls.-Seattle 


Seattle, June 19. 

“Damn Yankees,” starring Bob- 
by Clark, grossed a moderate $22,- 
300 last week in six performances 
split equally between the Lyceum, 
Minneapolis, and the Moore here. 
The musical got $11,000 at the for- 
mer locale Sunday-Tuesday (10- 
12), bringing the tota) take for its 
ll-performance stand there to a 
poor $43,500. 

Tuner, in for an 11-performance 
stand here, picked up another 
$11,300 in its initial three perform- 
ances Friday-Saturday (15-16). 








ane 


VARIETY 
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Off-Broadway Show 


58 LEGITIMATE 
By Hex 
Lester Hackett & George Ortman 


presentation of Julie Bovasso’s produc- 
tion of a musical comedy (based on a 
suggestion by Richard Gehman). Music & 
yrics, Howard Blankman; book, John 
engier; additional lyrics, Gehman and 
Rengier. Staged by Bill Penn; musical 
numbers staged by Ed Balin; musical di- 
rection, Gordon Seaman; scenery, 
Flesh; costumes, Rennie Procopio; light- 
ing, John Moffitt. At Tempo Playhouse, 
N.Y., June 18, ’56; $3 top. 
Cast: Rebert Caesar, 
ahs Shay, Ken Cantril, 
om Mixon, Bob David, 
Arnold Soholoff, Jerry 

uffington, Tom Pocorobba, 
am, Shirley O’Donnol, Karen Roberts, 
— Morgan, John Moffitt, Lois Thorn- 
ury. 


Wynne Miller, 
Diane Griffith, 

Lewis Kraus, 
Wallace, Anita 
Lucie Gili- 





Thanks to its impertinently en- 
gaging young company, some 
sprightly music and amiable lyrics, 
“By Hex” is just about what the 
doctor ordered for off-Broadway, 
summer ’56. The book isn’t much 
to brag about, there being a rea- 
sonable limit to variations on the 
Amish theme,“ Papa Is All’ and 
“Plain and Fancy” of recent mem- 
ory having made inroads. But the 
weak book needn’t be a deterrent, 
current events at the Tempo Play- 
house having plenty of verve in 
other directions. 

“Hex” was tried out in Lan- 
caster, Pa., in July ’53, that also 
being the musical’s setting. In 
average strawhat fashion, nothing 
eventful ensued, unless Jane Fro- 

an’s recording of “It Takes Time” 

e counted. Now, however, it won’t 
be surprising if Tempo’s 103 seats 
get in heavy demand, for the com- 

any’s cool enough to beat the 

eat, * 

The tales about a _ rebellious 
young Amish who wants to go 
modern with tractors, red sus- 

enders and things, how he gets 

imself “shunned,” but is eventu- 
ally redeemed and returned to the 
old by the clear-eyed heroine's 
ove and faith. There’s meant to be 
comedy in much of this, but it 
never registers in quantity except 
when hoofing and warbling’s ram- 
pant. Then it’s a pleasant evening. 

Howard Blankman’s music and 

rics are reminiscent of the 

odgers & Hammerstein ‘“Okla- 

oma”-“‘Carousel” period, having a 
crisp simplicity derivative of this 
style of musical theatre. Some ad- 

itional lyrics have been provided 

y Richard Gehman and John 
flengier, so lyric-wise credits can’t 

e allocated specifically, but most 

an be cited for good humor. 

lankman can take sole bows, how- 
ever, for providing a plethora of 
singable tunes. 

The staging’s by Bill Penn, 
whose theatrical sense has elicited 
much vitality, and on Tempo’s 
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diminutive stage, Ed Balin has 
mounted the musical numbers with 
inventiveness and economy. The 
spry company, however, is the 
thing. As the lovelorn Amish lass, 
shining-faced Wynne Miller paces 
the field, her contributions to “I 
Can Learn,” “Something New” and 
“I Know My Love” being particu- 
larly helpful. (She’s late Glenn 
Miller’s niece.) 

Robert Caesar (of the Lancaster 
’53 tryout) is in excellent voice as 
the shepherd of the community, 
his “Only a Man” and “It Takes 
Time” being good moments. As the 
rebel, Ken Cantril has an early 
stiffness that wears off by the 
time he gets to “The Trouble With 
Me” and his contribution te 
“Something New” with Miss Mil- 
ler. 

As a young couple who enjoy 
being “Wonderful Bad,” Rita Shay 
and Tom Mixon duet successfully, 
Miss Shay being kittenish without 
coyness, and Mixon terping to ad- 
vantage. In the anomalous role of 
a widow who yens for the “bishop,” 
Diane Griffith gets right at her 
one sound number, “I Have Lived.” 

Ed Flesh dittoes his ’53 stint on 
scenery, and it’s as bright and 
flexible as the cast. At the organ, 
Gordon Seaman provides sound ac- 
companiment and musical direc- 
tion. 

In a disarming way, “By Hex” 
is a dandy little musical. It’s an- 
other off-Broadway confirmation 
that a show doesn’t have to be 
great to be good. Geor, 


CLEVE. MUSICARNIVAL 
SHOWS TO PLAY BUFF. 


Cleveland, June 19. 

A theatrical production-lease ar- 
rangement, believed the first of 
its kind, will be pioneered this 
summer by Musicarnival here and 
the Melody Fair, Buffalo Musicarn- 
ival producer Johnny Price and his 
staff will also be consultants to 
the Buffalo tent. 

Musicarnival’s opening produc- 
tion, “King and I” will move to 
Melody Fair after a three-week run 
here, Three other Cleveland 
shows also will go to the Buffalo 
tent. Making the moves will be 
principals of the casts, costumes, 
sets and props. Both theatres’ 
dancing and singing ensembles will 
remain resident throughout the 
summer, 

Price, under the agreement with 
Melody Fair co-producers Lewis 
Fisher and Thomas Finn, will do 
casting for both theatres. Director 
Bill Boehm and _ choreographer 
James Nygren will commute be- 
tween the two cities. Connie Price 
will do set designs and costuming 
for both tents and Gerard Gentile 
will construct sets. 








Building Replaces Tent 
At Windswept Ya. Beach 


Virginia Beach, Va., June 19. 

The Theatre-Go-Round, which 
operated as a tent for the last seven 
seasons, has been converted to a 
hard-top. Damage caused by last 
year’s hurricanes cued the switch. 
The new Lesley Savage setup will 
have arena staging, air-condition- 
ing, a bar and a piano player. 

The operation begins its eighth 
season June 26 with “‘Anniversary 
Waltz.” The schedule also includes 
a new Romeo Muller tryout, “Pink 
Poltergeist,” set to debut Aug. 28. 
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RUSSELL 


Thanks to the “MISS WORLD PAGEANT” 


London, England 


For the Invitation to Return as 
Director - M.C, 


Now, “STAND UP 


AND BE COUNTED” 
CBS-TV 


Management: 
FRANK COOPER ASSOCIATES 
New York, Hollywood 


The ‘Ice’ Age 

The following is a complete 
Reuters dispatch printed in 
the Sunday (17) edition of the 
N. Y. Times, under a Taipel, 
Formosa, dateline: . 

“The Chinese Nationalist 
Government today came up 
with a new way of dealing 
with theatre ticket scalpers. It 
will banish them to islands off 
the coast of Communist China, 
where they will be subjected 
to a hail of Communist shells 
every day.” 
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Stairway to Nowhere 
Westboro, Mass., June 12. 


Sid Sawyer production of melodrama 
in three acts (six scenes), by Ira Marion. 
Staged by the author; setting, Francis M. 
Mahard Jr. At Red Barn Theatre, West- 
boro, Mass., June 12, ’56; $2.20 top. 
Terry Haines Ann Summers 
David Carlin Hal Hackett 
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“Stairway to Nowhere” is just 
that. The dramatic premise of two 
unsavory characters, who must 
inevitably destroy themselves, in a 
lonely mountain cabin, turns out 
to be an ordeal. Lurid lines, over- 
doses of expletitives, sex discus- 
Sions and displays of anatomies 
adds up to practically no entertain- 
ment, but offers the incidental in- 
formation that actress Ann Sum- 
mers has a nice figure. 


The Mickey Spillane-ish meller 
opens with a gangster’s moll, hav- 
ing escaped the ambush in which 
paramour was slain, hiding out in 
the mountain top cabin. She 
emerges from her shower attired 
only in a midriff-length garment 
to admit an expected grocery 
delivery boy. 

When the arrival turns out to 
be a thug sent to rub her out, the 
gal (with her back to the audience), 
pulls aside her wrap and asks, 
“You don’t want to kill me, do 


you?” Curtain. Unfortunately, the 
rest is of a sort. 


Besides being about extremely 
unattractive, unsympathetic charac- 
ters, the yarn is a mishmash of 
dull background filler, maudlin 
philosophy and, presumably for 
shock effect, vulgarity and brutali- 
ty. At the finale, the thug throttles 
the prostie and is about to be 
bumped off by two walk-on goons. 
As if anyone cared. 

For slightly less than two hours, 
the actors torture themselves and 
the audience. Miss Summers plays 
the improbable role of the floosey 
in suitable fashion, and Hal Hackett 
portrays the mixed-up thug with 
heavy emoting. The staging by the 
author, tv scriptor Ira Marion, 
evokes considerable mugging, with 
long waits without dialogue while 
the actors carry out physical stage 
business. The cabin-interior set by 
Francis M. Mahard Jr. is a neat 
arrangement of a cutaway porch 
and three exits. 

The Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, in banning “Stairway” 
for Sunday performance, not only 
gave it a boxoffice hypo, but 
dignified it undeservedly. Guy. 


The Marriage Wheel 
Dallas, June 9. 


Ramsey Burch production of comedy 
in three acts, by Joel Climenhaga. Staged 
by Burch; costumes by Sarah Cabell Mas- 
sey; technical direction, James Pringle. 
Features Miriam Gulager, Clu Gulager. 
At Margo Jones Theatre ’56, Dallas, June 


4, ’56; $3 top, 
Ethel Woodruff 


Sarah Martin 
Jacob Bechtel Edwin Whitner 


Martha Engstrund ,..... Miriam Gulager 
Eleazar Engstrund ....+... John Denney 
Daniel Engstrund ,........-. Joe Nash 


So ebe euet'e ese Clu Gulager 
Joan Delehaunty 


Luke Martin 
Esther Martin 





New summer season here preems 
Joel Climenhaga’s comedy, “The 
Marriage Wheel,” as the first of 
four tryouts in the 10-week run. 
This is a negligible starter, but it’s 
only for a fortnight, as compared 
to the regular season’s three-week 
stand. Piece is tagged a comedy, 
but the trite script—stretched into 
three acts—is halfway through be- 
fore the humor gets above water. 
Only the interest and animation of 
a capable cast keep ‘‘Wheel” turn- 
ing. 

Costume comedy is set in early 
1800 Pennsylvania, among a re- 
ligious sect that uses a lottery sys- 
tem for marriage. All action 
occurs on one June morning, and 
that’s sufficient time. The system 
favors the males. When their 
names top the list, they are free to 
reject the top femme listing and 
she’s no longer listed. 

Clu and Miriam Gulager are ex- 
cellent as the current top-billed 
eligibles, and carry the play for 
laughs into the unnecessary length. 
Edwin Whitner scores as the bish- 
op who decrees the ceremonies and 
John Denney, here as associate di- 
rector and actor, turns in a fine, 
meaty performance as a money 
lover, 

Burch’s staging keeps this weak 
script going, and James Pringle’s 
period, solo set functions neatly 
for the three acts, Bark. 
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Shows Abroad 
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The Family Reunion 
etched by Gwen Ffrangcon-Davies, 
moe Nicholson and Patience Col- 

er. 

Lewis Casson gives a model 
study as the doctor, called in to 
advise the family, and David 
Horne is perfectly cast as one of 
the uncles at the family réunion. 
(His comment that it would help if 
he knew what was going on seemed 
particularly apt.) A special word 
of praise is due Olive Gregg’s 
playing of a poor relation in the 
= tradition of the London thea- 
re. 

Throughout the two-act play 
there is ample evidence of Brook’s 
confident and masterly direction. 
His decor, too, is imaginative. 

Myro. 





Festival Fever 
Glasgow, June 14. 


Sherek Players presentation of comedy, 
by Robert Kemp. Stars Stanley Baxter, 
Jean Taylor-Smith, Michael O’Halloran. 
Staged by Edward Burnham; decor, Joy 
Stanley. At King’s Theatre, Glasgow, June 
11, ’56; $1.20 top. 

Miss Urquhart-Innes...Jean Taylor-Smith 
Elizabeth Toni McGettigan 
Edward De Trouville-Delaney..lIan Bannen 
Annie Meg Reid 
Prof. Langwind Norman Fraser 
Re Pee Marillyn Gray 
Vassili Bortchakovhitch...Stanley Baxter 
Major the Master of Tomintoul 

Michael O’Halloran 
ey OED. 6 650000450 b4n005 Nan Scott 
Annie’s Father Roy Kinnear 
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Scot playwright Robert Kemp 
pokes fun at the would-be caviar 
set of the Edinburgh International 
Festival in this topical three-act 
farce. ‘Festival Fever” is slender, 
attenuated and tends to be repeti- 
tive, but has fair amusement value. 

Play is having local production 
by the Henry Sherek players. Ap- 
peal is mainly to those acquainted 
with or Interested in the annual 
Edinburgh culture-junket, although 
television production by a British 
station is a possibility. 

Action involves a prim and 
proper social climber’s dilemma 
when a visiting Russian composer, 
featured in Edinburgh Festival 
concerts, is billeted on her home. 
He has an affair with a _ rosy- 
cheeked, frank-spoken Scot maid, 
and embarrasses the uppity Edin- 
burgh set. 

Stanley Baxter is well cast as a 
tousle-haired Russian composer 
spouting Robert Burns poems. [an 
Bannen overplays in the first act 
as a British Councilman, but later 
gets into his stride. Toni McGetti- 
gan does a standout job as the 
pretty niece, although her English 
accent isn’t quite suitable. 

Jean Taylor-Smith achieves au- 
thoritative primness as the spinster 
hostess. Michael O’Halloran’s 
cameo of a red-coated Army major 
is a highlight, Norman Fraser of- 
fers a caricature of a Soviet-loving 
professor, and Meg Reid is ade- 
quate as the maid. 

Edward Burnham has directed 
with accelerating pace, and Joy 
Stanley’s set of a well-appointed 
city drawing-room catches’ the 

roper air of comfortable respecta- 
bility. Gord, 


VJubii.e Girl 


London, June 15. 

K.G.G. Productions’ presentation of a 
musical drama in two acts (15 scenes). 
Book and lyrics, Robin Fordyce and 
David Rogers; music, Alexander Kevin. 
Features Joyce Barbour, George Benson, 
Fenella Fielding, John Morley, Iris Tully, 
Maureen Quinney. Staged by George Hall 
and Casper Wrede; dances, Peter Darrell; 
decor and costumes, Loudon Sainthill. At 
Victoria Palace Theatre, London, June 
14, ’56; $2 top. 
Pauline Beam ..... 
Duke of Epping 
Lord Graine 
Lady Graine 
Lady Rose Mallow 


+++. Maureen Quinney 
George Benson 

John Morley 
Joyce Barbour 
Betty Evans 
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Mrs. Pullar ....-- errr Mealy 
DED Ss ccveaeees Wendy Harcourt-Brown 
EL. - ce Biegieswasses.s Julie Musgrove | 
DED. aren pcvtevseess Vilma Anne Leslie | 
DD. chtce dud sarees ereeed es Janet Page | 
I. o5.64's.4#0''s adhe-e 0% Patricia Cree. | 


Miss Swann 
Luba Tradjejka 
Miss Beckman 
Princess Giovanna 
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Hon. Cecil Terwilliger...... Paddy Nolan 
Sir Gerald . We .«++ Michael Foster 
Lieut. Everett-Cooper..... Kenneth Mason 
Sir Ian Carruthers..........Michael Hart 
Martin Bell Kim Grant 


Singers: Margot Brett, : ‘Alison Davies, 


Joyce O’Keefe, Judith Stubbs, Louvain 
Taylor, Frances Youles, David Warren. 

Dancers: Yvonne Barnes, Kay Biddulph, 
Brenda Harper, Ann Hedley, Peter John- 
ston, Rae Landor, Ken Lawton, Ralph | 
Wood, 





Although British musicals have 
for many years been outstripped 
in quality and popularity by the 
top Broadway importations, it is 
a long time since a home-grown 
production has been so woefully 
inferior as is ‘Jubilee Girl.” As 
entertainment, this is a flagrant 
error and on its present two-a- 
night schedule will quickly reach 
saturation point. 

Its only hopes of survival in any 
form will be dependent on its 
ability to attract unsophisticated 
out-of-towners, and in its present 
location it has some prosnect of 
doing that. But even on the most 
lenient assessment it has only a 
slender hopes of paying off its sub- 
stantial production cost, even 





pie enecee ede Joyce Carpenter | 
Fenella Fielding | 

Betty Evans | 
Rusty Whitham | 


though that may have been + 
duced during the length sg 
cial tour, ms Bthy provin. 

e music and lyrics have bh 
written by two doctors, who e 
using pseudonyms in accord with 
local regulations which prohibit 
medicos from advertising in any 
form. According to the grapevine 
the production has been under. 
written by a wealthy chain store 
operator, reportedly a relative of 
one of the authors. If so, it's 4 
case of family loyalty outweighing 
business acumen. 

The show’s dreary book offers 
corny boy-meets-girl plot involy. 
ing not a few vulgarisms. The pe. 
riod is the jubilee of Queen Vic. 
toria, when feminist agitators were 
wearing trousers and parading 
with posters. A peer of the realm 
falls for one of these “typewriter 
girls,” his mama objects and the 
young man takes a job as a gro. 
cers’ assistant to prove his love. 

There is little that can be said 
in praise of the score, either. Al. 
though there are about a dozen-and. 
a-half numbers, not more than one 
or two make any impact and even 
these stand out only by compari- 
son with the others. The whole 
affair is painful, and such seasoned 
performers as George Benson and 
Joyce Barbour struggle in vain. 

Fenella Fielding rises above her 
material, although she is clearly 
playing her role of a Russian gold- 
digger only for laughs. Maureen 
Quinney has some charm, but is 
inadequate vocally for the roman- 
tic lead, which she shares with 
John Morley, Patricia Cree shines 
brightly as one of the “new 
women.” 

The best part of the show is un- 
doubtedly the decor and costuming 
by Loudon Sainthill, Clearly, no 
expense has been spared on this 
score. The staging is all too lei- 
surely and the choreography be- 
low West End standards. Myro, 





Poet’s Theatre Names 


Merwin Resident Author 


Cambridge, Mass., June 19. 

Poet’s Theatre has appointed 
W. S. Merwin as playwright in resi- 
dence for 1956-57, under terms 
of a Rockefeller Foundation grant 
awarded in 1955. The poet comes 
to Cambridge next season to work 
~ an original play for the thea- 
re. 

Edward Thommen was appointed 
resident director. Merwin, winner 
of the Yale Younger Poets Series 
in 1952 for his “‘A Mask for Janus,” 
has lived abroad several years, 
Thommen, former director of the 
Niagara Falls Little Theatre and 
director of films for Beauchamp 
Productions in England, has been 
with the Cambridge group for two 
seasons, 





Cragsmoor Reopening 
Cragsmoor, N. Y., June 19. 

The Cragsmoor Playhouse, oper- 
ated by Broadway producers Elaine 
Perry and Irl Mowery, will reopen 
dune 27. A 10-play lineup, begin- 
ning with “Champagne Complex,” 
is scheduled for the spot. 
_ The Tavern, operating in con- 
junction with the Playhouse, opens 
June 23. Actor Bob Carroll will 
be associated with Miss Perry and 
Mowery in the Playnhouse-Tavern 
operation. He'll also double as a 
director-performer. 


THEATRE 
FOR RENT 


2nd AVE., Cor. 4th ST. 
New York 


Modern, Fully Equipped 
Seating Cap. — 1785 
| Stage — 42’ x 36’ 
| ° Gridiron — 90 ft. 
Large Movie Projection 
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Paris Drama Fest a Tourist Bet 





ee 


son, particularly, the withdrawal 
of the U. S. entry, “Diary of Anne 
Frank,” by the State Dept. is dis- 
appointing. No reason was given 
for the cancellation, but it might 
have been a diplomatic move due 
to the anti-German aspect of the 
play, or perhaps its Jewish tone, 
which might have _Israeli-Arab 
angles. 

Biggest boxoffice draw thus far 
this year has been a presentation 
of Erwin Piscator’s adaption of 
Tolstoi’s ‘“‘War and Peace” by the 
Schiller Theatre of West Berlin. 
The director gave this an expres- 





sionistic mounting, with a narra-| 


tor and a special stage of destiny, 
on which battles and _ historical 
personages appear. 

Biggest critical acclaim went to 
the Kungliga Dramatiska Teatern, 
of Stockholm, with an excellent 
“Uncle Vanya” of Anton Checkov. 
Lyrical, poetic and tender, it ren- 
dered its characters and_ their 
puerile lives with expert feeling 
for a theatrical - highpoint. A 
sombre rendition of ‘Father,’ by 


Auguste Strindberg, was also well | 


done. 


A personal triumph went to Ger- | 


man actor Hans Messemer, of the 
Schauspielhaus Du Bochum, of 


West Germany, for his extraordi- | 


nary depiction of the hero of the 
Germanic version of the Jean-Paul 
Sartre play 
Good Lord.” 


With controlled 


vehemence and dynamism, plus an | 


underlying strength, innuendo and 
contrel of his three-hour ranting 
role, Messemer mesmerized press 
and public alike. Group also did 


“Faust,” with Messemer an excel- | 


lent Devil, but not able to save 
an essentially vapid and dull pro- 
duction of the hoary classic. 


Belgium had Michel De Ghelde- | 


rode’s “Barabbas,” a Passion Play, 
told in a violent, truculent manner 
from the point of view of the man 
who was freed when the populace 
chose him instead of Christ. Good 
staging and some fine dramatic 
moments were shown in this un- 
even but interesting entry. 

Holland presented one-act plays 
by an Englishman, Frenchman and 
Belgian. But though it displayed 
some good acting, had nothing in- 
trinsically national to parade and 
catch interest. 

East Germany scored with a fine 
rendition of Friedrich Schiller’s 
“Kabale Und Liebe” 
Intrigue) by the Deutsches Theatre 
of Berlin. 


tion and prejudice benefited from 


excellent mounting and acting and. 


made a poignant note. 
Austria finished the 
cycle with the 

Josefstadt 


Theatre In Der 
presentation of Hugo 


Van Hoffmannsthal’s “Der Schwie- | 
rige” (The Difficult One), a charm- | 
ing picture of fading old Vienna | 


whose excessive tact and respect. 
tempéred by a certain 
quality, pointed 
fading of the Austrian Empire. 
Morocco was the only Arab rep- 
resentative and with 
beries De Joha” deftly trans- 
formed Moliere to North African 
terms. Then with “The Sweep- 
ers,’ a naive but rambunctious 
morality tale, the Moroccan The- 
atre Troupe 
Simple manner of exotic storytell- 
ing of how a group of unsavory 
people got their comeuppance. 
Bucolic but folksky in quality 
there were also fine thespic and 
directorial touches denoted in 
these two plays adapted by Ken- 
faoui, Quazziz and Ahmed El Alj. 
Czechoslovakia entered a_ be- 
£uiling “The Brigand,” of Karel 


Capek, in which a poetic character | 


full of aimiable anarchy tries to 
Win the daughter of a bourgeois 
home only to lose her to conven- 
tion. Well played, this passe the- 
atre is still pleasant. Not so the 
other entry “Tonight the Sun Will 
Again Set on Atlantis,” of Vitezlav 
Nezval, a strange mixture of space 
Story and Creek tragedy, much too 
obvious and mannered in its propa- 
ganda to make good theatre. 

Still to be heard from are Eng- 
land, Ireland, Israel, Poland, Ro- 
Mania, Norway, Yugoslavia and 
Spain. On the fest margin are a 
Series of press interviews with in- 
ternational theatrical figures; as 
ble as a Congress of International 
Drama Critics from 31 countries. 

The reviewers have huddled on 


Setting up an international drama. 


critic's organization and will issue 
: communique on this next week. 
Main topics discussed were the 


“The Devil and the! 


(Love and! 


This melodrama of two | 
lovers destroyed by social conven- | 


German | 


unfeeling | 
up the eventual} 


“Les Four- | 


offered an effective, | 








Continued from page 55 jammem 





‘meaning and exercise of dramatic 
criticism in all countries, the char- 
acter, rights and duties of a critic, 
‘and a special study in re setting 
‘up an international organization 
for cultural exchanges and the in- 
iterchange of publications. 








Shows on B’way 


aaa Continued from page 4 =e 


Shangri-La 
| despite the evident flop of “Shang- 
ri-La,” that could be an interesting 
' picture, if well done). 
That qualifying phrase is the 
| key, as always. “Shangri-La” is 
ineptly done. And as so often hap- 
| pens under such circumstances, the 
'errors have apparently been com- 
pounded. Whatever the material 
|} may have been at the start, before 
|the pyramiding rehearsal troubles, 
|tryout complications, revising, re- 
| casting, redirection, layotf, re-re- 
| hearsal, and refinancing, “Shangri- 
La” seems just about completely 
wrong as of last week’s opening at 
the Winter Garden. 

The book by Jerome Lawrence 
}and Robert E. Lee (with a pro- 
gram-billed assist from the late 


} 


Hilton) somehow combines sketch- ! 
|iness and heaviness, with painful | 
lack of stvle. The. Harry Warren | 
tunes are ordinary (at least on the | 


| basis of a single hearing) and the 
Lawrence-Lee lyrics seem the es- 
sence of mediocrity. 

| Albert Marre’s 
routine (which is all the material 
|allows) and while Peter Larkin’s 
i scenery is visually beautiful, it is 
' ponderous and patently man-made, 


and thus not suggestive of the out- | 


of-the-world nature of the story 
and locale. Irene Sharatf’s cos- 
tumes are perhaps the best ele- 
ment in the show. 

The players do what they can. 
Dennis 
lead during the tryout, is miscast 
but brings an attractive quality 
and authority to the show. Jap- 
anese film actress Shirley Yama- 
'guchi is also helpful, despite the 


inadequate writing of her role and | 


the fancied-up costume and make- 
'up she wears. Martyn Green, with 
poise, humor and veteran skill, is 
standout with the little he’s given 
to do. 

Harold Lang is a superb dancer 
and gets a chance to at least sug- 
| Zest as much, and Alice Ghostley 


iis expert as featured comedienne | 


until the part becomes repetitious. 
| Jack Cassidy is acceptable as the 
romantic juvenile, Joan Holloway 
hoofs skillfully but is a bit strident 
as a has-been vaudevillian who 


it, Berry Kroeger is an inaudible 
head lama and Robert Cohan a 
competent dancer. 

For this version, Hilton’s story 
about the visitors to a lost-horizon 
land of serenity in a remote Him- 
alayan valley takes the form of a 
i flashback. As the 
travelers, King introduces the yarn 
in a sound-track spiel as he’s inter- 
viewed by a Communist Chinese 
intelligence officer, and closes it 
by returning to the lamasery 
where there is no care and time 
is meaningless. 

This is a fable that must be 
sheer magic, but “Shangri-La” is 
prosaic. The action and the mood 
are literal, the dialog humdrum, 
{the songs merely interludes, the 
dancing novel but meaningless, the 
relationships incidental and the 
whole effect impersonal and in- 
| consequential. 

Although none of the songs 
really registers, Miss Yamaguchi 
and Cassidy are passable in “The 
Worid Outside” and Miss Ghostley 
gives emphasis to “I’m Just a Lit- 
ltle Bit Confused,” but then is 
stuck with the redundant “What 
Every Old Girl Should Know.” 

Miss Yamaguchi, incidentally, 
has a pleasant voice, but her dic- 
tion isn’t entirely clear. The fault 
isn’t a matter of accent, but simply 
that she doesn’t enunciate clearly. 
On the other hand, there’s obvi- 
ously not much incentive to enun- 


| ciation effort with such lacklustre | 


lyrics. 

For the record, “Shangri-La,” as 
adapted by Lawrence and Lee, was 
originally held by Courtney Burr 
,and John Byram, who couldn't 
| cast or finance it. When they lost 
ithe property, Fryer and Carr took 
| over. Marshall Jamison was the 
| original stager, with Lew Ayres 
| as top star and Susan Cabot as the 
‘Oriental ingenue. 
| There was some talk during the 
' pre-production period about the 
(lucite stage floor to be used by 
, designer Larkin. It’s there, all 
right, with a pronounced rake and 
the under-lighting glowing through. 
| It turns out to be just another of 
|the physical elements that weigh 


/ down what should be an imagina- | 


itive romance. Hobe. 


} 


staging appears | 


King. who took over the} 


knows nirvana when she reaches | 


leader of the} 





Legit Followups 





The Chalk Garden 
(COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE, 
WESTPORT, CONN.) 





Westport, Conn., June 16. 
_ As _ costars in a strawhat tour 
in “Chalk Garden,” 


'gether on the stage for the first 
time in half a century. Although 


they were a major screen combina- | Johnny Coy will be 


ition for years, they have not acted 
| together in the theatre since Lillian 
/was six and Dorothy four. All of 
their Broadway appearances have 
i been apart. 

The actresses have copped a 
prize vehicle to suit their special 
jtalents. They have secured the 


‘first American rights to John Giel- | 


'gud’s revision of the Enid Bagnold 
| drama, and it clears up some of the 
| vagaries of the original version, as 
/produced by Irene Selznick on 
| Broadway last season. 

| When Gielgud staged the play 
‘in London for Edith Evans and 
|'Peggy Ashcroft he received Miss 
| begnold’s permission to rework 
icertain scenes and edit certain 
/roles, as well as to insert several 
vital episodes cut in the Selznick 
| production. Charles Bowden, di- 
irector of the Gish edition, has 
‘embraced Gielgud’s 
and illuminated them effectively. 

The revised version clarifies the 
extraordinary family relationship 
involving an eccentric grandmoth- 
er, her drab daughter and an ap- 
palling grandchild that is the 
i vortex of Miss Bagnold’s play. The 
daughter has an extended presence 
in the first act, where as she was 
but briefly introduced in_ the 
original, so the old lady’s exaspara- 
'tion with her did not seem justi- 
fied. 

Similarly the contra-plot about 
the child’s companion and the 
|jurist who once sentenced her to 
|prison is effectively tightened and 
a new twist added. In the original 
form, the judge recognized the 
enigmatic woman at aé_e family 
‘luncheon in the second act, but 
now she betrays identity in a mo- 
ment of hysteria in the third act. 
It is much livelier theatre. 

The Gishes have shrewdly cast 
themselves against type, with 
|Dorothy turning up as the com- 
imanding old girl and Lillian play- 
ing the companion. Since old Mrs. 
St. Maugham is a Jady of quick- 
silver, all of Dorothy’s winning 
/ comedy instincts have full play and 
|she completes a rich and colorful 
portrait. Lillian’s Miss Madrigal is 
a sympathetic figure, and her 
climaxes are those of a seasoned 
performer, full of passion and 
eloquence. The Gish girls know 
their business, and should have a 
successful barn tour. Doul. 


Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter 
(BELASCO THEATRE, N.Y.) 
“Will Success Spoil Rock Hunt- 
er,” currently in its 37th Broadway 
week, has kept George Axelrod 
| busy. The author-director has been 


{ot-town break-in. The’ ending, 
; which underwent several changes 
in its hinterland-to-New York 
imove, has been doctored further 
during the Broadway run. 

Alterations have reduced the 
weekly nut in a cut-down of charac- 
ters and elimination of scenery. 
The Jule Styne production has 
basically the same windup as when 
it originally opened on Broadway, 
;}but the method is different. 

A closing scene, involving a 
switch from an office interior to 
the, exterior of a Hollywood home, 
has been dropped in favor keeping 
virtually the same action in the 
oifice locale. Script revisions have 
also eliminated the minor roles of 
the’ bellman, swimmer and chauf- 
feur. 
| Current cast members, 
'for Harold Gary, were all with the 
show when it opened on Broadway. 
Gary, who succeeded the late 
Harry. Clark, is fine as the movie | 
| mogul. Martin Gabel continues to 
give a smooth portrayal as the 
'devil’s emissary in agent's cloth- 
ing, while Orson Bean, Walter 
| Matthau, Carol Grace and William 
| Thourlby are in good form. 

Jayne Mansfield, who’s managed 
to garner more personal publicity 
in the short time she’s been on 


making 
motions in her obvious takeoff of | 
Marilyn Monroe, 


segment, is unmistakable. Jess. 





Dick Smart will appear opposite 
Irra Petina in “The Merry Widow” 
at the Sacramento (Cal.) Music 
Circus the week of July 9. He'll 
also have the male lead opposite 
Hildegarde in “Can-Can” at the 
Dallas ‘Tex.) State Fair Musicals 
ifor a fortnight beginning July 23./ 





Stock Items 


Geraldine Brooks begins a two- 
week run in “Tiger at the Gates” 
next Tuesday (26) at the Olney 
(Md.) Playhouse. 

The Groton (Conn.) Playhouse, 
beginning its inaugural season 
July 3, will be operated by Albert 


tor. Jack Zalkind will be general 
manager, While Sam Anderson and 
music and 
dance directors, respectively. 
Production staff at the Pocono 
Playhouse, Mountainhome, Pa., in- 
cludes John O’Shaugnessey, direc- 
tor; Richard Poston, general assist- 


‘ant: John Staley, business manager; 
| Dixie Lee, publicity director; Tex 
| Ballu, scenic designer; Jeff Longe, 


| 


| Plavhouse, Dennis, Mass., 


stage manager; Elizabeth McCann, 
treasurer and Philip Pasquini, 
house manager. 


“Will Suecess Spoil Rock Hun- 
iter” will 


be given an exclusive 
barn showcasing, concurrent with 
its Broadway run, at the Theatre- 
by-the-Sea, Mantunuck, R. L., be- 
ginning next Saturday (23). 

Lola Pergament is drumbeating 
for the Casino Theatre, Newport. 
B.. 3, 

Production staff for the Cape 
includes 


‘Charles Mooney, managing direc- 


suggestions | 


| Senn, 
' Adams and 


tor; Peter Candler, business man- 
ager; Helen Pond = and 
scenic designers; Arnold 


treasurers; James Franciscus, stage 


manager; Thomas Garrett, electri-| 
cian and Lillian Stewart, adminis- | 


'trative assistant. 


Helen and Stanley Warren begin 
their. second year as producers olf 


‘the Capri Theatre, Atlantic Beach, 


| Chassman 


L.I., next Tuesday (26), with Mi-| 


Saunders and Arthur 
returning as general 
manager and technical director, re- 
spectively. Marius Sznajderman 
will be set designer. 

Theatre Under the Stars, 


tiem CC. 


Van- 


'couver, B.C., starts its 17th season 


next Monday (25). 
Sylvan Levin will be 
conductor at the Sacandaga Sum- 
mer Theatre, Sacandaga Park, N.Y. 
Production staff for the Valies 
Players at the Mountain Park 
Casino, Holyoke, Mass., includes 
Dorothy M. Crane, resident direc- 


itor: Robert Colson, stage- manager 


and Richard Bianchi, scenic de- 
signer. 

Staff for the American Shake- 
speare Festival's second summer 
season, opening next Tuesday (26) 


/at Stratford, Conn., includes Rich- 


ard Skinner, general manager; Tad 
Adoue, assistant: Charles K. Jones. 
executive co-ordinator; Edward 


Fisher, treasurer; Monte Frierson, 
assistant treasurer; Peter Zeisler, 


production manager; Ben Janney 
and Paul Leaf, assistant stage man- 
ager. 

Mary Fickett, who understudied 
the femme lead in “Tea and Sym- 
pathy” on Broadway and took over 
the role when Joan Fontaine with- 
drew, will play it on the strawhat 
circuit this summer, replacing 


| Maria Riva, who has cancelled out 
| because of illness 


rewriting the script since its out- | 


John Cecil Holm, who occasion- 
ally does acting stints between 


‘writing plays and films, will be in 


\open Friday (22) for an 


the cast of “Seven Year Itch,” with} 


George Keane and Louise King, 
the week of July 2 at the Spa 
Theatre, Saratoga. N.Y. 

Mary Ward, former p.a. for the 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass.. was there last week to give 
pointers to Wendell Watkins, new- 
comer to the job this year. Miss 
Ward goes out in the fall ahead of 
the touring “The Lark,” starring 
Julie Harris. 

Sylvan Levin will be arranger, 
conductor and choral director. this 
season .at the Sacandaga (N.Y.) 
Summer Theatre. 

The Dorset (Vt.) Players. will 
11-week 


| season. 


except | 


| with 


The reaction of | for 
the audience, or at least the male |“Brigadoon,” “Merry Widow” and 
'“Finian’s Rainbow” 


Henry Richards returns as resi- 
dent stager this season at the Lake- 
wood Theatre, Skowhegan, Me., 
Ed Dawson taking over as 
pressagent. 

Producer Charlotte Harmon will 
open the season June 30 at her 
Clinton (Conn.) Playhouse, with 
Sanford Comera as general mapn- 
ager, Charles Olsen resident stager, 
David Wehl scenic designer and 
J. Frank Lucas stage manager. 

Production staff for the Lake- 
wood Playhouse, Skowhegan, Me., 


Broadway than some performers | includes Grant Mills, managing di-| 
do in their entire career, is still rector; Henry Richards, stager, and | 
the proper sounds and Ed Dawson, publicist. 


Ronald Rogers has been booked 
various tent productions of 


this summer. 

“Westward Ha,” a new musicom- 
edy with book by Hal Youngblood 
and music and lyrics by Carol Hall, 


wiil be preemed July 4-7 at the | 


Briar Patch Theatre, Sweet Briar 
(Va.) College. 
fering of a six-week season, begin- 
ning July 4. 

Richard Besoyan, who opcrates 


Herbert | 


Gertrude Halbritter,,| 


musical | 


It'll be the third of-! 


the off-Broadway Actor's Play- 
| house, will produce four musicals 
ithis summer at Eric Greenwood's 
Princess Theatre, Niagara Falls, 
Canada. His first offering will be 
i“Out of This World,” which he re- 
vived successtully at the Play- 


; Lillian and | DPickason and Charles Potkay Sr., house last winter. 
,Dorothy Gish are appearing to-! with the former doubling as direc-| 


Production staff for Barnard L. 
Sackett’s new Gateway Music-Go- 
{Round Playhouse, Somers Point, 
N.J., includes Maury Tuckerman, 
director; Rudy Bennett, musical di- 
rector; Ed Dimond, stage manager, 
and Lou Cooper, choral director. 

A 13-week season of summer 
stock, which opened June 4, is be- 
‘ing presented at the Central Sq. 
Theatre, Waltham, Mass., by the 
Forrest L. Abbott Players. The 
group has leased the picture house 
from ATC Theatres, Boston. 

St. Michael’s Playhouse will open 
its 10th season, July 10, at Wino- 
oski, Vit.. with Players Inc., just 
back from a fourth overseas tour, 
again as the resident company. 

After an absence of a year. due 
to illness, Mrs. Beatrice Booth 
Colony will resume active direc- 
tion of the Keene (N.H.) Summer 
theatre, opening July 9. 

Charies Olsen, Joyee Henry and 
Robert Ludlum have dropped plans 
to operate a summer theatre at 
Canton, Conn., this season, but 
hope to do so next year. 

John Yorke has been named 
company manager for the Pitts- 
burgh Civie Light Opera Assn. six- 
week season of outdoor musicals at 
Pitt Stadium beginning July 2. He 
suceceds Bill Blair, who siays on 
at the Nixon Theatre for summer 
run of the film “Oklahcma.” 

Hugh G, Fordin is handling pub- 
licity at Anthony Brady Farrell's 
new Sacandaga (N. Y.) Summer 
Theatre, opening June 25. 

Paul Green’s “Lost Colony,” be- 
gins its 16th season June 30 in 
Waterside Theatre at Ft. Raleigh, 
Roanoke Island, N. C. 

The Towers Summer Theatre, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., launches a 10- 
week season July 1. Producers are 
Danny Hope and William Filoso. 

Willigm Wilson is the manager 
again this summer for the Carter 
3arron Amphitheatre, Washington, 
{ The Duchess Players begin their 
eighth season July 2 at the Cecil- 
wood Theatre, Fishkill, N. Y 

“Nina,” starring Edward Everett 
Horton, will be opening bill June 
26 at the American Legion Thea- 
tre, Ephrata, Pa. 

Shiriey E. Herz will handle pub- 
licity for the Theatre-by-the-Sea, 
Matunuck, R. I., this summer. The 
Donald Wolin-Harold Schiff opera- 
tion begins its sixth season June 
23 with “Tea and Sympathy,” 
Starring Maria Riva. 

Cross Right Stage begins its 
third season June 30 at the High- 
field ‘Theatre, Falmouth, Mass., 
with William J. Martin and Wiil- 
liam 'T. Schneider, returning as 
executive director and_ business 
manager-pressagent, respectively. 

The Barn Playhouse, New Lon- 
'don, N.H., begins a 10-week season 


Monday (25). Mike Jackson and 
Norman Leger are co-producers, 
with the latter doubling as di- 
rector. 

David Alexander is staging 
Hillard Elkins’ summer touring 


package of the revue, “What's the 
Rush.” 

Charlton Heston and his actress- 
wife, Lydia Clarke, will tour the 
strawhat circuit this summer in a 
package production of “Detective 
Story,” which will be sent out by 
Charles Bowdem, Richard Barr and 
Ridgely Bullock Jr. The trio, cur- 
rently represented on Broadway as 
producers of “Fallen Angels,” are 
also dispatching a barn package 
of “Chalk Garden,” costarring 
Lillian and Dorothy Gish. 

Ben Boyar will be general man- 
ager this summer for the new 
Musie-Go-Round Playhouse, for- 
merly the Gateway Theatre, in 
Somers Point, N.J. 

Eva Le Gallienne wil! conduct 
Shakespeare-Ibsen-Chekov acting 
classes again this summer at Lu- 
cille Lortel’s White Barn Theatre, 
Westport, Conn. 

Jerry Pagano, recently with the 
Columbia U. drama workshop, has 
joined the resident company at the 
ted Barn Theatre, Westboro, Mass. 





| . 
_ Moppet Legit, Vermont 
Burlington, Vt., June 12. 
As the first step toward develop- 
ing a Vermont Children’s Theatre, 
'the Playtimers, a semi-professional 
‘group of six aetors and two tech- 
nicians. are touring the state, 
| presenting the youngsters’ play, 
\*Puss in Boots,” at elementary 
‘schools and in town halls. 
Dr. Greg Falls, director of drama 
|at the U. of Vermont, heads 
‘the group, composed of UVM stu- 
‘dents and faculty members, who 
plan to make their venture self- 
supporting. 
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NBC’s Advance Guard Drums Up 
Lotsa Enthusiasm for Opera Tour 


New Orleans, June 19. 

A seven-man contingent from 
the NBC Opera Co., is touring 24 
cities in a goodwill tour to promote 
next fall's 46-city visit of the newly- 
formed music organization. Alfred 
Stern, v.p. of the NBC Theatrical 
Division of Kagran Corp., heads 
the delegation which also includes 
Chandler Cowles, General manager 
of the Opera Company; Robert 
Aaron, NBC station relations rep- 
resentative; Leonard Meyers, di- 
rector of press and promotion of 
the NBC Opera Co.; Bill Ross, RCA 
public relations; Tom Skelton, pro- 
duction stage manager, and Schuy- 
ler Chapin, of Judson O'Neill & 
Judd, Inc., which booked the 46- 
city tour for next October, Novem- 
ber and December. : 

The group is traveling in an 
RCA company plane (DC3). Re- 
ception in cities visited so far in 
the junket has been outstanding. 
Local station managers, local con- 
cert promoters and press have been 
enthusiastic, The group reports It 
is being wined and dined all over. 


Cities visited so far include Rich- 
mond; Charleston, W. Va.; Colum- 
bia, S.C.; Savannah, Macon and 
Atlanta, Ga., Jackson, Miss.; New 
Orleans, La. 

Others coming up in the tour 
will include Fort Worth, Oklahoma 
City, Des Moines, Pittsburgh, Kan.; 
Omaha, Neb. Sioux City, Ia.; Dav- 
enport, Ia.; St. Louis; Cincinnati, 
Dayton, Cleveland, Columbus and 
Rochester. 

Most cities reported tickets sell- 
ing out on the NBC name alone. 
Stations are cooperating with lo- 


cal managers of concert series and | 


civic officials. The appearances 
of the NBC Opera Co. are regarded 
as a major civic event. In several 
cities in addition to the press, 
managers, station personnel * and 
RCA _ distributors, mayors and 
other civie officials have met the 
traveling group. 


Carol Fox Sets 
Chi Talent As 


Gen] Manager 


Chicago, June 19. 

With the legalistics out of the 
way, the Opera Theatre’s general 
manager Carol Fox is busy lining 
up artists and conductors for the 
five week season to start Oct. 10 at 
the Opera House. 

Emerson Buckley has’ been 
named musical administrator, a po- 
sition formerly held by Nicola 
Rescigno in the erstwhile Lyric 
Theatre. Buckley is on the staff 
of the New York City Opera, from 
which he'll be on leave to take the 
local assignment, and is musical 
director of the summer opera at 
Central City, Colo. 

Georg Solti, of the Frankfurt 
Opera, has been signed to conduct 
three of the season’s productions 
—Wagner's “Die Walkuere” (with 
Birgit Nilsson, Inge Borkh, Ludwig 
Susthaus and Paul Schoeffler): 
Mozart's “Don Giovanni” (with 
Nicola-Rossi-Lemeni, Eleanor Ste- 
ber, and Leopold Simoneau): Ver- 
di’s “La Forza del Destino” (with 
Renata  Tebaldi and Richard 
Tucker). 
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‘Come and Talk About 
_ Your Art, We'll Send Our 
Own Plane’—Pike, N.H. 


Lake Tartleton Club at Pike, 
N. H., is repeating for the eighth 
year its ‘White Mountains Festival 
of the Seven Arts.” There are two 
fortnightly sessions, starting July 3 
and starting Aug. 12 respectively. 


For the mornings invited guest 
lectures are open to the local pub- 
lic. In the evening the 380 hotel 
guests have a monopoly. Question 
periods last for hours on occasion. 

Music guests mostly talk rather 
than render music, but some play. 
Scheduled this summer are the 
Julliard ‘Vocal’ Quartet, violinist 
Arnold Eidus and Beverly Somach, 
chorus master Kurt Adler, Lois 
Smith and David Adams from the 
National Ballet of Canada. 


Intellectualizing of summer 
hotels has spread in recent years. 
Forerunner of the present series at 
Pike dates back 20 years when gen- 
eral mgr. Jack Golbert experiment- 
ed with what was then called 
“Rocking Chair Chats” on politics 
as the war clouds gathered. 


Hotel owner Walter Jacobs sends 
his private airplane to New York 
and elsewhere to pick up some of 
the V.I.V.’s who spiel. This year’s 
lineup of gab talent includes: 

Pierre Van  Passwn, _ Stuart 
Cloete, Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. 
Bernays, Dorothy Sarnoff, Claire 
Luce, Norman Cousins, Henry Mor- 
gan, Mark Goodson and Bill Tod- 
man, Virginia Graham, Bea Wain 
and Andre Baruch, Thomas J. 
Hamilton of the United Nations 
Press Bureau, Dorothy Gordon of 
the N. Y. Times Youth Forum. 


ROCH. SYMPHS IN ROW 
WITH AFM OVER SCALES 


Rochester, N. Y., June 19. 

The Rochester Civic Music Assn. 
and the local musicians are still 
$600 apart in their wage negotia- 
tions. No contract will mean no 
season for the Rochester Philhar- 
monic and Civic orchestras. About 
45 full-time musicians have de- 
manded an across-the-board $600 
wage hike for the ’56-’57 season. 

Musicians have said they will de- 
lay walking out pending fiscal ac- 
tion by the Monroe County Board 
of Supervisors on July 2. Board 
met last week in response to a plea 
for funds by the CMA. Joseph De- 
Vitt, local union official said musi- 
sian’s salaries haven’t risen $25 in 
the past 25 years and that such 
pay raises have not played a part 
in the CMA’s annual $50,000 
deficit. 

Raymond W. Albright of the 
CMA says that most of the 45 musi- 
sians are getting more than the 
$95 weekly minimum for the 30- 
week season and that the re- 
quested raise would cost the CMA 
$25,000 a year. 


Vietnam Sees Yank 
Artiste 100% Novelty 


Saigon, June 12 
American pianist Eugene Isto- 
min played two recitals June 4 and 
7 here under auspices of Inter- 








| national Rescue Committee of New 


York and patronage of Vietnam’s 
president, Ngo Dinh Diem. Local 
film house was crowded with 
diplomatic corps, students, teach- 


| ers, critics and the international 
illuminati generally. 


Clicking, Istomin was booked for 
a return June 24 on his way back 
from dates in Singamore and Co- 
lumbo, part of the International 
Cultural Exchange tour admin- 
istered by Robert Schnitzer of 
ANTA in Manhattan. 


No American artist has hereto- 
for appeared here since this one- 
time French colony of Indo-China 
became the Republic of Vietnam. 





Kurt Herbert Adler, artistic di- 
rector of the San Francisco Opera, 





was awarded the honorary degree 
of doctor of music last week by the 
College of Pacific, at Stockton, 





Reviews 





(SEASON PREMIERE) 

Longhair longevity was a notable 
fact at the 39th season start Mon- 
day (18) of the Lewisohn Stadium 
summer concerts. Notable in that 
the baton was swung, more accu- 
rately moved, by Papa Pierre Mon- 
teaux, now 81 and wearing his hair 
black against his lovable white 
mustachios. 


Notable, too for Minnie Guggen- 
heimer (don’t forget the final e-r 
on the name; no copper queen, 
she) being there for her own 39th 
and confiding over the microphone 
that next season will be her 75th 
birthday and the Stadium’s 40th. 
Finally the guest artist, Marion 
Anderson, who got her real career 
impetus at this uptown park in 
1932, is also notable for long- 
timing. 

New York's weather was being 
coquettish (as usual) and the jun- 
gle torpor of last week had been 
succeeded by a pumpkin-frosting 
breeze against which the sym- 
phonic music came through with 
autumn crispness. Wagner’s ‘Der 
Meistersinger,”’ melodic stuff from 
Verdi and Franck and Stravinsky's 
“Fire Bird” made agreeable pro- 
gramming. Miss Anderson smashed 
out a couple of safe two-base hits 
from opera in the forepart and 
went folksy in the second. She was 
still piping with authority, but this 
was not one of her great evenings. 
Daddy, it’s cold out there. 

Not capacity, but well occupied 
on ground and slope, the Stadium 
kickoff was thoroughly pleasant 
for all, and especially all with the 
foresight to bring their furs. Min- 
nie Guggenheimer’s chatty ways 
just before the second half and the 
remarks of Mayor Robert F. Wag- 
ner (he described himself as a frus- 
trated fiddler) touched the note of 
civic affection in which the six 
| week series of five concert events 
'a week is obviously held. 
| The Program note “in case of air 
|raid, remain seated” has its usual 
| offstage counterpoint in the pass- 
|ing aircraft coming in on a La 
Guardia beam. Land. 











Ximinez-Vargas Ballet 
Paris, June 12. 


Albert Safarti presents a ballet presen- 
tation in two parts. Choreography, Ro- 
berto Ximinez, Manolo Vargas; costumes 
and sets, Manuel Villasenor; guitar, 
Emilio Bonet; pianos, Ramon Jiminez, 
Virgilio Manuel. With Ximinez, Vargas, 
Ana Mercedes, Victoria Salcedo, Pepita 
Reyes, Fina Vivo, Alberto Portillo. At 
Theatre De L’Etoile, Paris; $3 top. 





Folklore of Spain in a dance 
package that’s eyefilling, graceful 
{and forceful. Backbone of Fla- 
menco is there, but also present 
are unusual interludes of regional 
dance and chant, exciting morsels. 
Overall show has elegance, color 
and diversity. Seems a likely terp 
bet for the U.S. 

Some 26 short dances comprise 
the evening. Two and three charac- 
ter start things, often evolve into 
more intricate folk patterns that 
use full company of 14. Sudden 
shafts of carefree comic folk 
shenanigans, as in the Munecos 
Mexicanos, break up the deeper, 
impassioned entries for a_ well 
rounded show. 

The biting guitar of Emilio 
Bonet swells in rapt pairing to the 
penetrating flamenco-wail voice of 
the statuesque fiery Fina Vivo, and 
all piano music is well handled in 
a virtuoso style by Ramon Jiminez 
and Virgilio Manuel. 

An overworked term, showstop- 
ping, is called for by the workman- 
ship in the exciting Leyenda 
danced by Ana Mercedes. This is a 
lone bit depicting a flashing girl 
in a black lace dress dancing a 
love segment that is underlined 
by longing, fear and desire. Sharp, 
heady and flexible, this brought 
palms to blistering. 

Leaders Ximinez and Vargas 
also display the staccato heels and 
suppleness of the male parts and 
Victoria Salcedo is another lovely 
and terpsicated addition to this 
excellent troupe. They look ready 
for a U.S. dance trip and small 
company could also make a perfect 
addition to any nitery show with 
the smallscale numbers easily fit- 
ted to boite requirements. Mosk, 


Russian Ballet 
Paris, June 19. 

Ballet Stanislavsky-Nemirovitch- 
Dantchenko of Moscow is current- 
ly at the Chatelet here, the first 
Russian troupe in Paris since 1909. 
Response has been mixed but curi- 
osity and dance faithful should as- 
sure respectable run. 

Sampling a full evening version 
of “Swan Lake” makes for a very 
long evening but against the dead- 
end strain there’s the obvious dis- 
cipline and classic rigor to com- 
mand praise. The Russians avoid 
prima donna stuff but individuals 





Lewisohn Stadium, N.Y. 





Americans Hogged All the Tickets. 





Russian Ballet Played to Native Lebanese— 
Bob Shaw to His Compatriots 


+> 





Competency Issue Jolts 
Bridgeport AFM as 10 
Symph Men Booted 


Bridgeport, June 19. 

Jonel Perlea, the Connecticut 
Symphony’s new conductor, has 
dropped 10 musicians after indivi- 
dual auditions and plans to replace 
them with New York pros. 

Perlea’s intention to strengthen 
the Bridgeport-headquartered or- 
ganization was foreshadowed but 
the exit notices to the 10 members 
of the orchestra hit the local mu- 
sicians’ union hard. Harold Hart- 
ley, business agent, said all 10 have 
been with the Connecticut Symph 
at least seven years and insisted 
that they will back in their chairs 
when the orchestra returns to ac- 
tion. 


NEW CHAMBER MUSIC 
GETS FROMM BACKING 


Boston, June 19. 

Two concerts of modern cham- 
ber music, bonus for visitors to 
Berkshire Festival, will be given 
in the theatre-concert hall at Tan- 
glewood, Lenox, Mass., July 9 
and 23, by the Fromm Music Foun- 
dation of Chicago. Performers will 
be members of the Boston Sym- 
phony and guest artists, to he 
picked. Each program will include 
two compositions commissioned by 
the Fromm Foundation. 

The brace of concerts, donated 
by Paul Fromm to the Berkshire 
Music Centre, will each display a 
work by a former student, 








SANDWICH BARS 





They Are Provided at Glasgow 
Promenade Concerts 





Glasgow, June 12. 

New series of promenade con- 
certs is being launched here by the 
Scottish National Orchestra in the 
3,000-seater St. Andrew's Hall. 
Maximum price will be $1.50. Two 
sandwich bars will cater for cus- 
tomers who come straight from 
stores and offices. 

Programs will aim at all tastes, 
each concert portraying a different 
musical aspect. Top artists, includ- 
ing pianists, violinists and leading 
singers from Covent Garden, Lon- 
don, have been engaged. 





Thomas Greene Resigns 


New Orleans, June 19. 

Thomas A. Greene, manager of 
the New Orleans Philharmonic 
Orchestra for the past three years, 
has resigned Friday, effective Nov. 
1 to enter private business. 

During his administration or- 
chestra’s season was increased 20% 
in number of concerts, musicians’ 
contracts increased 25% and num- 
ber of out-of-town concerts in- 
creased from six per season to last 
year’s total of 25, not including 
the month-long South American 
concert tour in April. 

Greene was previously assistant 
manager of the Philadelphia Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 











Concert Footnotes 
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Sam Morganstern of Greenwich 
Village Lemonade Opera anteced- 
ents to Opera Workshop at Cleve- 
land Institute of Music. His an- 
thology on composers due out in 
Oct. via Pantheon Books. 

Sclomo Lewertoff, ex-mgr of Is- 
rael Philharmonic joins Jewish 
National Fund which is fund-rais- 
ing for a Toscanini Forest to be 
planted in Israel. Benefit concerts 
are in prospect. 

Charles Munch of Boston Sym- 
phony received three honorary de- 
grees in one week, to wit, Tufts, 
Boston College, Harvard. 





shine on_ sheer superiority of 
technique as per Violetta Bovt as 
the princess gone swan and Kouz- 
nietsov as the prince. 

Costuming and settings proved 
sombre although a rousing storm 
scene was well managed, Mosk. 








Joyce A. Swan, exec veep of the 
Minneapolis Star writing under a 
Calcutta dateline recently expati. 
ated in American slowness to use 
“showmanship” (his word) abroad, 

In Beirut, Lebanon, the Robert 
Shaw choral group under State 
Dept.-ANTA handling filled an 
auditorium ail right, but mostly 
with Americans because of the tact. 
lessness of selling the tickets 
through the American University 
rather than assuring them reach. 
ing native hands. In contrast the 
Russian Ballet not only distributed 
ducats through regular downtown 
channels but made announcements 
in Arabic. Result was that Ameri- 
can talent played to Americans but 
Russian talent played to Lebanese, 

Minneapolis news exec _ philo. 
sophizes broadly: 

“Some Americans have with 
logic asked why the United 
States snould send entertain- 
ment to build goodwill and 
understanding of Americans 
in countries into which we 
are already pouring millions 
of dollars. 

“But United States business 
firms decided long ago they 
could not expect gratitude 
from their employes or the 
public for providing millions 
of jobs and raising standards 
of living. They learned they 
had to develop a long range, 
sound public relations pro- 
gram to cause people to think 
well of them and what they 
were trying to accomplish. 

This sometimes has meant 
sponsoring junior baseball 
leagues, Aquatennial parade 
floats or symphony orchestra 
concerts. 

“A similar approach to the 
people of foreign countries 
makes a lot of sense.” 


$35,000 One-Day 
Concert Stipend 
For Liberace 


Hollywood, June 19. 
What is probably the biggest ones 
day fee ever earned by a perform. 
er will be paid Liberace for a two- 
performance appearance at the 
Akron Rubber Bowl on July 4 
He'll get a flat $35,000 for the day. 


Deal was set with Ray Seaward, 
promotion manager for the indus- 
trial firm of Gorgie & McComb 
which is sponsoring the bash at the 
35,000-seat Bowl. Akron ., outfit 
hopes to set up a series of such 
events for residents of the Akron, 
Youngstown area. 

The $35,000 fee covers only the 
services of Liberace and his broth- 
er George. Gorgie & McComb are 
paying for the orchestra oi 35 mu- 
sicians—about five of whom will 
accompany Liberace from _ heré 
with the remainder to come from 
Akron—as well as for all travel 
and incidental expenses. 

After the Akron date, Liberace 
treks to Denver July 15 to open 
the season of events at Centennial 
racetrack promoted by Hazel M. 
Oberfelder. Denver date like all 
Liberace concerts in the U. S., with 
the exception of the Rubber Bow! 
stand, are promoted by Liberacé 
and his managers, Gabbe, Lutz & 
Heller, 

Pianist meanwhile is readying 
his trip to Europe later this year 
and is setting a deal for a returf 
to the Riviera, Las Vegas, later 12 
the season with his “Come as You 
Were” show. Broadway plans for 
the latter now have been pushe! 
back to January to permit suffi 
cient time for preparation. 








Lydia Joel, editor of Dance m2. 
planes to Madrid today (Wed.) 0” 
a two-week terp survey which will 
also include stops in Italy an 
Greece. 
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Serling, Self-Anthologist 
Rod Serling has signed with Si- 
mon & Schuster for an anthology 
of the teledramatist’s outstanding 
lays, including “Patterns,” “The 
ack” and “Noon on Doomsday.” 
Publication date isn't set. 


Unusual aspect of the volume 
will be Serling’s commentary ac- 
companying the plays, dealing with 
production problems encountered 
in the tv presentations and with 
editorial experiences. Book will be 
illustrated with rehearsal stills, 





Guild Tries Anew In Miami 

For the first time in some years, 
another attempt is in the making 
to organize a Miami chapter of the 
American Newspaper Guild. Head- 
ing up the move is Lee Mason, 
nite-life columnist for the weekly 
Miami Life, quondam radio news- 
caster and active in AGVA and the 
AFL-CI Central Labor Union in 
Dade County. 


Some years ago, a drive was 
made to organize the two major 
dailies (Herald and News) but the 
move was defeated in a vote taken 
among employees of the news- 
papers. 


Librarians’ Convention 

Some 3,500 librarians from all 
over the country are in Miami 
Beach this week for the 75th an- 
nual conference of the American 
Library Assn. With the Fontaine- 
bleau and Eden Roc hotels as cen- 
ters, the conclave is spread along 
the major oceanfront hostels for 
the series of meetings and exhibi- 
tions by publishers in huge tents 


set up on the _ Fontainebleau 
grounds. More than 100 exhibi- 
tors, mostly publishing companies, 
are showing their wares to the 
book-lenders. 


During the week-long meetings, 
the Lippincott Award and the 
Dewey Medal will be presented 
Hodding Carter, editor-publisher 
of the Greenville (Miss.) Delta 
Democrat Times is one of the prin- 
cipal speakers slated for the big 
dinner meeting Thursday (21). 
Author Jessamyn West will also 
appear, 


Mademoiselle Pre-Samples 

The July issue of Mademoiselle 
will offer a preview of books set 
for publication within the next few 
months. Included among these will 
be “The Orphans,” a short story 
by Frank O’Connor which will be 
included in his book of 
stories entitled ‘Domestic Rela- 
tions,” ‘Middle East Calls Middle 
West,” by Anne Sinclair Mehdevi, 
which is from her second book, 
“From Pillar to Post” and “Dylan 
Thomas ... On _ Reading His 
Poetry,” one of the few works by 
the poet still unpublished after 
his death three years ago. 


CHATTER 
Oliver Reed named publisher of 
Ziff-Davis’ Radio & Television 


Fi Annual. 


'Vt., author and playwright, was 
awarded an honorary degree of 
doctor of letters at the annual com- 
mencement of Dartmouth College. 











Trapeze Greats Recalled 
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chini, the human cannon ball, and 
the Codonas. 


The Scotch Codonas 
The Codonas were neither Italian 
nor Spanish. They were Scotch, 
but romanced their names a bit 


to conform to public bias in these 
billings. Papa changed his from 
Edward to Eduardo. Their chil- 
dren were born all over the world, 
Vicki in Vera Cruz. 
Almost from the 
dren could walk they were per- 
forming. Vicki was named, of 
course, after Queen Victoria and 
she began in a tumbling act when 
she was two years old. This devel- 
oped a sense of timing and in fact 
when the children became a flying 
act it was their best assurance that 
if anything went wrong they could 
hit the turf and tumble to safety. 
Vicki says that their timing was 
so perfect it took all the scare out 
of her and she went on to a wire 
act at the age of 12 which in itself 
developed into a thriller-diller. 
She appeared in the arena in a 
beautiful ghawl presented to her 
by King~ Alfonso and a rather 
gaudy head dress. These she re- 
moved and handed to an aide 
dressed in evening clothes. Then 
she ascended the platform. She 
was in the center ring. For the 
Codona act the other two 
were cleared of performers. 
High in the air, with no net 


under her, she did a tight-wire act, | 


balanced on a ladder, danced a 
cakewalk, a Spanish dance with 
clicking castanets and, later, the 
Charleston. 

At the end of her act the wire 
was slacked until only a foot from 
the ground. Then _ she _ started 
swinging it back and forth until 
she got so high her bead was lower 
then her feet. At this point she 
hurled herself into the arms of her 


brothers. They never missed. 
For this the act got $1,200 a 
week. It was with Barnum & 


Bailey circus for years and traveled 
from 1913 to 1915 with the Wirth 
Brothers through Australia and 
New Zealand. 

Everything you see in “Trapeze” 
they did in a circus tent and 
nebody thought about fleas until 
this Flit Civilization brought it to 
their attention. 

The Flew For Everybody 
Up to recently there was hardly 


& movie which had a circus theme | 


that didn’t use the Codonas to 
Make it seem real. In fact they 
were co-starred with Emil Jannings 
in “Variety” 30 years ago. They 
Coubled for Marion Davies and 
Clark Gable in “Polly of the 
Circus” and for Janet Gaynor, 
Charles Morton and Barry Norton 
In “The 
lot of the flying in “Tarzan” pic- 
res, too, and Pete Smith of 
Course got them for his short, 
“Wing High.” 

Fans 


time the chil-| 


rings | 


Four Devils.” They did al 








| figure of Lolbrigida in “Trapeze” 
if the word “figure” hasn’t been 
retired from the language as being 
;}too tame, but Hortense Codona, 
{the mother of Vicki and indeed 
Vicki herself were beautiful num- 
' bers. In fact Life’s first magazine 
;}cover featured the Codonas in a 
thing called “The Passing Leap.” 
| As far as I know, Hecht and 
; Lancaster, or even United Artists, 
| didn’t sweep Vicki Codona_ into 
their vast and overwhelming tent 
|for exploitation purposes. They 
jclaim their four color full page 
|ads in national magazines reached 
| 200,000,000 readers and their two 
| page spreads in newspapers cov- 
;}ered a readership of 600,000,000. 


| How 800,000,000 Equals 168,000,000 | 
How | 


This totals 800,000,000. 
| these figures are worked out Pll 
never know, as the total population 
| of the country, including children 
| who haven’t yet got into kinder- 
|garten, is only 168,000,000. But 
like anybody else, I am impressed 
by box car figures or indeed any- 
thing over $1.50. 
| Unless there is a complete 
reversal of the present trend you'll 
inever see a Codona flying on a 
trapeze with the greatest of ease 
again. Vicki herself has two sons 
and six grandchildren. One of 
|them is Dr, William E. Adolph who 


| developed with Dr. John Clark the 
atomic powered portable X-ray 
unit. 


As for the grandchildren, I don’t 
think Vicki would encourage them 
to return to a life of two trunks, a 
pail of water — to 
clothes, hanging them out to dry 
on tent ropes, ironing, mending 
their own clothes and maybe muck- 
ing through mud when the chances 
| Oi appearing in immaculate silk 
| tights became even more difficult. 
| Today I 





suppose the circus 
carries washing machines and 
|automatic dryers like everybody 


else, but as Vicki says when they 
used to travel through towns even 


|on trains and she looked out and 
isaw the lighted homes she won- 
dered why anybody would leave 


them to go out for entertainment. 
Vicki Codona, Landlord 


| live winters in Palm Springs and 
summers in Crestline, a: mountain 
resort 50 miles to the north and 
6,000 feet above sea level. She has 


keep her serenely solvent. 

The “flea-and rat-ridden one ring 
circus” 
her, as it is me. 

That the aerial footage of “Tra- 
| peze” can literally cause people’s 





| generation, so used to synthetics, 
from phony wrestling to phony 


short | 


News, Popular Electronics and Hi- | 


Carl Zuckmayer of Woodstock, | 


wash their | 


She herself has settled down to! 
become a benevolent landlord. She | 
|owns four unit apartments, which | 


of Paris is as far behind | 


hair to stand on end is certainly | 
| proof of the triumph of simulation | 
| over reality, and maybe for this) 


‘like the Codonas will not be 


| missed. 


| Of course Burt Lancaster, having | 


been a circus man himself, was not 
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|completely unqualified to partake | 


|or these hair-raising death-defying 
| stunts. But I doubt if he would 
| have dared to have put himself up 
| against Alfredo Codona or even 
| Lalo, the strong man of the trio. 

R. J. Lannan, who fabricated the 
special effects, is perhaps more 
| deserving of applause but in this 
' siar-ridden, name-dropping name- 


| grabbing era of civilization I doubt | 


|if he will get it even in his obitu- 


| ary. 


| .Ca c’est la vie, et la vie est dur, | 


‘as they say around the Cirque 
| d’Hiver. 








Italy to Force? 


Continued from page 2 _— 





—_————_ 
i een 


ltaken following precise accords | 
|with AGIS and ANEC, the Italo_ 
mem- | 


‘exhib groups. It asks its 
‘bers to give “immediate backing” 
‘to local product, and especially to 
those Italian pix (contained in an 
| attached list) which have so far 


'been denied screenings. The 
ANICA missive also “suggests” 
lthat foreign distribs withdraw 
their films from circulation dur- 
ling the week set aside for the 
“Film Week” to make way for the 
‘Italo sereenings throughout the 


country, these to be made up of 
reprises of important postwar 
‘Italian films as well as other new 
Italian pix selected by ANICA 
and AGIS. 
Why Referred to N. Y. 

In referring the matter to N. Y., 
ithe local MPEA office notes that 
the ANICA letter and its content 
potentially sets an entirely new 
local standard, practically invali- 
dating the current quota setup for 
‘Italian films (already raised in the 
still-to-be-approved Italo Film 
Law). Also, if foreign companies 
were to give in to these demands, 
la precedent of considerable 





danger would be set, with the 
Italians liable to follow up the 
Film Week, for one thing, with 
others like events during the fall | 


and winter, thus continually block- | 


ing Yank distribution. Felt here 
also that though the letter speaks 
only of key situations around the 
country, presumably the 11 
cities, the movement 

|extended to embrace 

centers in the national 
A puzzler is the time 


territory 


tion left before the planned Film 
Week is supposed to start. 

A further puzzler is how prod- 
uct-short Italo exhibs were talked 
into the move. Local theatreown- 
ers have already in the past voiced 
complaints .against the raising of 
the Italian film quota, claiming 
Italo product now is insufficient 
or not strong enough to meet 
quota minimums: Also, it’s obvi- 
ous that the reason many of the 
listed Italian pix haven’t obtained 
screening time is that they are too 


week and that exhibs haven't 
wanted to touch them. In recent 
years there never has been any 


deliberate ostracism of local prod- 
uct by native exhibs. On the con- 


trary, when local-mades have been | 


have been 
profiting 
via the 


strong, Italo exhibs 
|quick to grab them, 
strongly in the bargain 
| film aid rebate system. 








_ U.S. Garrisons 


Continued from page 1 





part in top level conferences in 


Washington on the overall problem | 


of entertainment for service mo- 
rale 
a strong pitch for special consid- 
eration of the troops in Korea. 
Area is the only one in the world 
where .U.S. troops stationed as oc- 
cupation forces cannot be accom- 
panied by families. Entertainment, 
therefore, is more essential here 
than elsewhere. 

HCC formerly set up units 
which could tour the areas. How- 
ever, Grant pointed out, even one 
| star would be welcomed with open 
arms and talent willing to make the 


“paid-for’” units touring the area. 

Incidentally, 
HCC apparently means the tradi- 
tional Yule shows will not depart 
‘from Hollywood this year. Since it 
|is at that time of year that morale 
is at its lowest ebb, it’s expected 
the Defense Department may prep 


have the entertainment industry 


key | 
could be | 
almost ll | 


element— | 
there are only a few days of ac-| 


They will, it’s reported, make | 


trip could easily join one of the} 


abandonment of | 


a special pitch later this year to | 


++ By Frank Scully 


Palm Springs, June 19. 

Twenty years ago Par set up a junket to Del Mar near San Diego 
to publicize both a picture and a racetrack in which one of its stars 
held a substantial interest. To give the press bunch a chance to make 
some easy money the suckers were touted to lay a small bet on the 
star’s horse in the sixth—a sure winner. 

In the picture itself a scene involved a hayburner owned by the 
star’s presumably starving family. At the starting gate the horse 
reared, looked like a sure loser and then went on to win the race, 
for this was a movie, remember, and they can do such things in a 
movie without being clinked for fixing a race. 

In the race itself on the track that afternoon, however, the star’s 
horse, which may have seen a sneakview of the picture, reared at the 
starting gate and was left so far behind even the bettors for show 
lost their shirts. 

Like all the other $2 bettors, I lost mine. But the picture was quite 
|'a hit for those depression days and I consider it pretty decent of the 
members of the No Estate to have given the thing such good notices 
after getting such a bad steer themselves. In fact, those good notices 
just about started Bing Crosby, Fred MacMurray, Donald O'Connor 
and Claude Binyon on their way up the ladder to success where they 
would be sure to meet a Treasury man on the way down more than 
willing to meet their pockets half way. 

The other day Par threw another junket—this time in Palm Springs 
at the fin du saison—and flew in a planeload of scribes to publicize 
their Bob Hope picture entitled “That Certain Feeling,’ which nobody 
will consider a starting point for the careers of either Hope, Eva Marie 
Saint, George Sanders or Pearl Bailey. But the weekend show of 
desert resort hospitality and the resulting glow of good notices won't 
| hurt this quartet either. 











“Who Won the Race?” 

The-.same day in Hollywood Park a bunch of horses were running 
|for the privilege of seeing how far they could finish behind Swaps 
|in the Californian, a race with a purse of $110,000. Hollywood is the 
| Warner track, which shows you how farseeing those brothers were 
| when they began to divide their interest between making pictures and 
| making bets. 

| At the dinner Saturday night before the premiere of “That Certain 
| Feeling” I happened to be sitting among a group of horse-players. 
|One, a long time fugitive from a picket line, is I suspect the last 
'survivor of the first successful strike of newspapermen which moved 
| them up from the No Estate to the Fourth Estate in California. 

In those days he was a sportswriter, though now he is Lowell Red- 
| lings, picture critic of the Hollywood Citizen News. Also present (for 
what reason in this connection I can’t imagine) was Vincent Flaherty, 
sports columnist of the L. A. Examiner. Others present were a most 
luscious syndicated columnist of television named Eve Starr, Bill 
Kennedy of the Herald Express; Skinny Johnson of NEA; Jack Hell- 
man of Daily Variery on his way to Colorado for a vacation, and 
Army Archerd attired in a charcoal gray ensemble that can’t help but 
start a rumor that VARIETY is loaded. Jim Bacon of the AP showed 
up for dinner in as fantastic a Bermudan ensemble as any AP man 
has ever worn, and Aline Mosley of the UP appeared in a third degree 
'sunburn, a surprising sight because. she one time covered a _ nudist 
colony convention and played it completely straight in the belief that 
nobody would suspect she was a newspaperwoman. Unfortunately 
{somebody photographed the collector’s item 


Among all these people nobody knew who won the horserace. 
| Finally Groucho Marx showed up and Grouch, who by now knows 
everything or never will, came up with an answer. 

“Porterhouse won it,” he said. “It was a steak race.” 

Everybody groaned and of course nobody believed him. So the 
| quiz went on until nearly time to leave the Biltmore Hotel for the 


Plaza Theatre and the preview. At this point of new bunch arrived 
| by private plane. It was Bob Hope’s party. On learning that his plane 
had flown over Hollywood Park on the way down to Palm Springs, we 
| thought perhaps he might have heard the result on radio or have even 
| seen the finish from above. He didn’t know. When we told him Grouch 
|}said that Porterhouse had won and that it was a steak race, Hope 
|} groaned so badly it looked as if he couldn’t eat and would have a dif- 
ficult time sitting through “That Certain Feeling” again. 
{ By 2 o’clock the next morning when all of us emerged from the 
|Chi-Chi, where Dave Barry showed what a money-player he is by 
| topping himself before the biggest collection of critics he has probably 
ever mét, we still didn’t know who won the horse race. 

Being a reporter myself from the days when we used to trust City 
| News for this sort of trivia, I got up early Sunday morning, bought a 
| copy of the Riverside Enterprise and, sure enough, there it was. Porter- 
| house had beaten Swaps! So the moral is when you ask a simple 
| question of Grouch don’t be surprised if you get a simple answer. 

Town Caught Short of Bermudas 

Though the main interest among the picture critics seemed centered 
around Hollywood Park, others who have had longer training in keep- 
ling their minds on their own business were more interested in seeing 
| how a premiere in Palm Springs clothes would work out. 
| The only modification of the bikinis that go for street wear in Palm 
|Springs during the season, and more particularly after the season 
|has officially closed, was that the men had been asked to dress in 
| Bermuda shorts. 

I always thought they were the most hideous things ever devised 
by stylists, but in hot countries where cool knees often had to stand 
| for cool heads, I guess they had their uses. 

Unfortunately, by the time civilians dared to return to these styles 
| of their ‘childhood, they had developed well nourished pots and spindly 


|legs. Perhaps their legs had always been spindly but they looked 
more so now that their wearers had developed so much weight from 
their hips up. 


Paramount had brought Edith Head down to describe these en- 
|}sembles for Art Linkletter’s tv show as an added plug for the picture. 
|The Palm Springs chamber of commerce boys sought-to outdo each 
|other in this bizarre attire. One Jimmy Cooper showed up in a jacket 
|of heavy shantung silk and Bermuda shorts of a lighter texture in the 
same bootleg cloth. Somebody has been trading with Red China, or 
has America learned to simulate this beautiful cloth? Frank Bogert, 
i who emceed most of the goings-on, and Charlie Farrell wore abbre- 
|viated white ensembles. All three came out pretty well. 

The Hollywood crowd went in more for charcoal gray Bermuda 
;shorts. Bob Hope’s looked actually sombre, though Sky Dunning of 
American Airlines lightened his gray shorts with knee-length red stock- 
ings. Bob Goodfried of Par, who handled the whole junket admirably, 
showed up with charcoal gray Berinuda shorts and ordinary socks, a 
|faux pas that would get him demerits among the Smith College girls 
who more or less popularized the vogue among civilians. 

| One guy showed up in damask silk Bermuda shorts, though I saw 
'none made over from lace curtains. I suppose this style will-+soon 
ireach its limit and pass on to a mode even more odious. 

As for the picture itself, as they used to say about the horses in 
| Gotterdamerung, it was adequate and since it was staged for a hos- 
pital charity and Palm Springs has no City News, I had to hunt down 
the fact that it netted the charity $4,000. 

If Par gets that much out of it for its run later in Palm Springs 


put together troupes which can be |it will prove that the picture business is not as dead as exhibitors 
ferried to key theatres around the | claim it is, especially when trying to get off the hook on that amuse- 


may wolf-whistle at the | amateurs, the passing of old pros, world. 


ment tax. 
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Broadway 


Deborah Kerr and Pier Angeli 
en route to Europe. 

Noel Coward in from London 
yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen 


ary. ‘ 
eit Joyce of the William Morris 
Agency radio-tele dept., ailing at 
Doctors Hospital. 

George ader in Gotham for 
promotional work on behalf of 
Universal’s “Away All Boats. 

Rose Feldman, of N. Y. Para- 
mount Theatre public relations de- 
partment, back from visiting 
friends and relatives in Wichita, 
Omaha and Sioux City. . 

Mrs. Joan Kalmine Paradies, 
daughter of Stanley Warner gen- 
eral manager and v.p. Harry M. 
Kalmine, weds Dr. Victor H. Wit- 
ten Friday (22) at her parents 
home in Rye, N. Y. 

Judy Kapp, Oak Leaf Medal 
(top woman’s honor) winner at 
Swarthmore College this June, 
left last week on the Ile De France 
to take up a $2,000 scholarship at 
Oxford U., in England. Her dad is 
Paul Kapp, the music man, 
younger brother of late Jack Kapp. 

“Goodbye to Uncle Tom,” latest 
work of J. C. Furnas, is sure to in- 
terest theatrical scholars, for he 
blamed a lot on Harriet Beecher 
Stowe. Furnas was feted Friday 
(15) at the Coffee House Club by 
Book-of-the-Month, which picked 


the work. 
Australian rights to Leonard 
Levinson’s “The Complete Book 


of Low Calorie Cooking” (Haw- 
thorn) have been sold to Austra- 
lian Consolidated Press, Ltd. 
Digest version will be distributed 
with one of the Aussie womens 
magazines. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal V. Cohen 

Leo DeLyon booked back into 
Holiday House next month for two 
weeks, ; 

Fayne Blackburn staying on at 
White Barn Theatre for two addi- 
tional shows. j 

Playhouse holding over its final 
show of season, “Solid Gold Cad- 
illac,” through June 30. 

Joan Crawford's daughter, Chris- 
tina, will enroll at the Carnegie 
Tech Drama School in September 
as a freshman. 

Carol Blatt, daughter of late ex- 
hib, Bill Blatt, received her law 
degree at Pitt U., only girl in grad- 
uating class of 55. 

Local actress Polly Rowles has 
replaced vacationing Denni e 
Moore in “Diary of Anne Frank’ 
on Broadway for a month. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Old Log “strawhatter” teed off 
with “Kind Sir.” 
Songstress Galena continuing at 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 
Suburban Bloomington Little 
Theatre presenting “Papa Is All.” 
Andahazy Ballet Borealis sched- 


uled for Northrop Auditorium 
June 28. ; 
Prom Ballroom had _ Frankie 


Carle, Sam Donahue with Billy 
May orchestra and Hilltoppers for 
one-nighters. 

Comedian Joey Adams and Isra- 
eli singer Shulamith Levany per- 
formed at Twin Cities’ dinner cele- 
brating state of Israel's founding. 

Society for Preservation and En- 
couragement of Barber Shop Quar- 
tette Singing in America held 18th 
annual convention here last week. 


“Holiday on Ice” set for new) 


local baseball stadium July 10-15, 
marking first time skating show 


ever will have played here in 
summer. 
Vic’s nitery resuming’ exotic 


dancing for its floor entertainment 
after several year lapse. Current 
show includes Gee Gee Saunders, 
Tana Louise and Connie Stevens. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) 

Existentialist boite La Rose 
Rouge finally reopening again after 
many delays. 

Radio strike still on here and 
now being joined by sympathetic 
video workers. 

Eva Bartok will play a German 
Baroness in a new pic version of 
“Arsene Lupin.” 

Simon Rady in to set up head- 
quarters for three-year stint as 
Continental A & R rep for RCA 
Records. 

Edward Small in prior to head- 
ing to London to begin prepara- 
tions for pic version of legit hit, 
“Witness For Prosecution.” 

Ava Gardner in to try her ward- 
robe for the furthcoming, “Little 
Hut,” which Mark Robson will 
make here and in London. 

Phil Kahl in to set up deals with 
Gallic music houses. Kahl's first 
agreement is to rep the Eddie 
Barclay Music Pub in the U. S. 

Firstrun reissue of Charles 


Chaplin's “‘The Gold Rush,” at two 
big houses, looks to be one of few 
pix to make with big b.o. returns. 

Jean Mercure will direct the 
Gallic legit version of “Tea and 
Sympathy” to star Ingrid Bergman 
at the Theatre De Paris next sea- 


son, 

About 300 legit crix in from all 
over the world to confab in con- 
junction with the presently rolling 
Third International Drama Fest of 
the City of Paris. 

Sarah Guitry will have a filmic 
change of pace by forgetting the 
historical costume epics to do a 
detective comedy. “Assassins Et 
Voleurs” (Assasins and Thieves). 

Anthony Quinn intends to turn 
director-producer on two proper- 
ties after he winds his current 
thesp chore here on “Notre Dame 
De Paris.’ He wants to make 
“Miraculous Fish” in Mexico and 
“Shoemaker Takes A Holiday” in 
Italy. If he directs, Quinn will 
probably not appear in the films. 


Cleveland 


— By Glenn C. Pullen 

Victor Mature in town to plug 
his latest song disks. | 

Chico Hamilton quintet break- 
ing into this territory at Cotton 
Club. ; 

Barton Brothers and Jacqueline 
James topping new Alpine Village 
layout, : 

Bill De Arango, recording gui- 
tarist, formed jazz trio for Harry 
Shaker’s new Downbeat Room here. 

William Chapman and Eileen 
Schauler singing leads in Musicar- 
nival’s current ‘King and I” which 
opened tent theatre’s third season. 

Four Diamonds starting enter- 
tainment policy for Sherwood For- 
rest Park, recently bought by syn- 
dicate of 16 Clevelanders. Tommy 
Edwards of WERE emceeing series 
of Friday shows to be headed by 
Red Sovine, Skeeter Bonn, Stoney 
Cooper, Wilma Lee, Three Brown, 
Hylo Brown, Lee Webb and Mac 
Wiseman, 








Boston 


By Guy Livingston 

Josh White current at George 
Wein’s Storyville. 

Gisele MacKenzie current at 
Blinstrub’s in season windup. 

Marjorie Adams, Boston Globe 
film critic, on a jaunt to Europe. 

Elliot Norton, Post drama critic, 
awarded honorary degree of doctor 
of journalism at Suffolk Univer- 
sity. 

Extended legit season has two 
shows playing “Pajama Game” at 
Shubert and “Teahouse of August 
Moon” at the Colonial. 

Group 20 Players opened its 
strawhat season Monday night (18) 
with “Ring Round the Moon” on 
Wellesley College campus. 

Rudy Vallee opens for 10 days 
at Al Taxier’s Bradford Roof 
Wednesday (20) and will be hon- 
ored by Maine U. alumni at spe- 
cial alumni night. 

Ken Griffiths, assistant boni- 
face at Max and Joe Schneider's 
Steuben’s, which shutters June 23, 
signed for Nautilus Beach Club, 
Atlantic Beach, L. I. 

Negotiations underway for re- 
opening of shuttered Latin Quar- 
ter for next season with Johnny 
Howard, comic who played Hub 
and Florida dates this season, to 
be in charge. 

Evelyn Lear, who sang the 
femme lead role in folded “Reu- 
ben, Reuben” here, in for title 
part in “Saint of Bleecker Street,” 
for the Boston Arts Festival in 
Public Garden. 


Madrid 
By Ramsay Ames 
(Castellana Hilton; 372200) 
20th-Fox will do a documentary 
on the Feria of Sarmpiana this 
summer, 

‘Ava Gardner off for’ three 
months of Rome, London and 
Paris to escape the Madrid heat. 

Eric Johnston here for long in- 
terview with Generalisimo Franco, 
with results of which are still in- 
definite. 

Houston Chronicle’s Paul Hoch- 
uli here to see the “Pride and the 
Passion” company blow up the 
great wall of Avila. 

Frank Sinatra tossed a quiet 
cold chicken-and-champagne party 
last night in his Castellana Hilton 
suite for an old friend, Jimmy Van 
Heusen. 

“To Dorothy a Son” opened 
Monday night at the Palacio de la 
Musica; ditto “Give a- Girl a 
Chance” at the Carlos III and the 
Roxy B. All other Yank openings 
on the Gran Via this week are sec- 
ond and third runs. 

Paramount rolls here July 15 on 
its “Adventure for Two,” which 
will star Spain’s No. 1 glamor girl 
Carmen Sevilla, now in Rome 
shooting ‘“‘The Desert Lovers” op- 
posite Ricardo Montalban. “Adven- 





ture” will be directed by Don 
Segal and produced by Bruce 
Odlum., 





London 


(Temple Bar 5041/9952) 

Jean Cocteau in from Paris to 
receive an honorary degree at Ox- 
ford U. 

Fred Hutchinson, Paramount 
topper in London, to N. Y. on his 
annual trip to homeoffice. 

Sol C. Siegel due here on the 
prowl for six girls for his upcom- 
ing production of “Les Girls.” 

Richard Watts Jr., New York 
Post drama critic, in town for look- 
see at current West End plays. 

Mai Zetterling inked for the 
femme lead in Tyrone Power's 
British production of ‘Seven 
Waves Away.” 

Eric Johnston to be guest of 
honor at an MPA reception tonight 
(Wed.). He’ll be feted at an all- 
industry lunch on Friday. 

“The Boy Friend” hits the 
1,000th performance mark _ at 
Wyndhams next Friday (22); has 
grossed around $1,000,000. 

Bill Haley, star of “Rock Around 
the Clock,” donated two silver cups 
to the winners of the British 
Amateur Jive Championship. 

Alfred Hitchcock arrived on the 
Queen Elizabeth Monday (18) for 
tonight’s (Wed.) preem here of 
“Man Who Knew Too Much.” 

Diana Dors_ sails tomorrow 
(Thurs.) to New York enroute to 
Hollywood to co-star with George 


Gobel in RKO’s “I Married a 
Woman.” 
Sir Laurence Olivier named 


prez of the Actors’ Orphanage, suc- 
ceeding Noel Coward, who re- 
signed after 20 years with “‘in- 
finite regret.” 

Violetta Elvin, who is leaving 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet to marry an 
Italian lawyer, gave a farewell 
party to members of the company 
at Covent Garden last week. 

Peter Finch sailed to Australia 
and will vacation there until Au- 
gust when he starts location lens- 
ing on the new Michael Balcon 
production, ‘‘The Shiralee,” which 
will be released through Metro. 


Munich 


By Karin Thimm 

Berlin Philharmonic with con- 
ductor Herbert von Karajan gave 
concert here. 

Heinz Hilpert started rehearsing 
“View From Bridge” by Arthur 
Miller at Kammerspiele. 

Actor and conferencier Rolf Ol- 
sen, Austrian, has to leave Ger- 
many because of repeated traffic 
violations, 

Traditional Munich Summer 
Festival will be opened Aug. 10 
with “The Egyptian Helena” by 
Richard Strauss. Conductor is Jo- 
seph Keilberth. 

High activity in Bavaria film 
studios at Munich-Geiselgasteig: 
“Kirschen in Nachbars Garten” 
(Cherries in Neighbor’s Garden), 
“Heute heiratet mein Mann” (To- 
day my Husband Marries, after a 
novel by Annemarie Selinko), ‘‘Wo 
der Wildbach rauscht” (Wild 
Creek). “Durch die Walder, durch 
die Auen” (Through the Woods 
and over Meadows), “Kitty und 
die grosse Welt” (Kitty and the 
World Conference) and “Der Mein- 
eidbauer” are films being turned 
now. 


San Francisco 


By Bill Steif 

Hale Champion, Chronicle re- 
porter, won a Nieman Fellowship 
to Harvard. 

Bill Rosenthal, Metro flack for 
nine years, joined Don Keating 
publicity organization. 

Marie Louise Schwabacher, Civic 
Light Opera exec, prepping for a 
five-week European jaunt. 

Bela Lugosi, Lon Chaney Jr. and 
John Carradine made a _ happy 
threesome doing advance work for 
“The i. -*x Sleep.” 

Bob Scubey bought a piece of 
the Zanziree. Will rename the club 
the Storyville and open there with 
his Dixieland band. 

Fairmont Hotel bandleader Jack 
Ross celebrated his 11th anni on 
job at the Cirque Room. He signed 
in 1945, for a two-week stand. 


Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Archimede 145; tel. 800211) 
Rudolf Bing slated to visit Rome 

later this month. 

Robert Alda gets back to Rome 
soon when his musical revue, 
“Padrone di Raggio di Luna,” 
winds up its long Italo tour in 
Sicily. 

“Michael Strogoff’” remake is 
roliing in Yugoslavia on a co-pro- 
duction basis. Curd Jurgens and 
French star Genevieve Page top a 
large cast. 

Al Daff, Amerigo Aboaf and en- 
tire U-I brass assembled here for 
meet of Italo agencies personnel, 
to view new product and prep 
sales campaigns. 

Ricardo Montalban here from 
Madrid for interiors on ‘Warriors 





and Lovers” in which he co-stars 
with Carmen Sevilla and Gino 
Cervi. Then cast heads for Egypt 
to do exteriors. 

Isa Miranda, currently appear- 
ing here in a legiter, “On Streets 
At Night,” has been offered the 
role of Serafina in the London 
staging of the Tennessee Williams 
play, ‘““The Rose Tattoo.” 

RCA’s Richard Mohr here to su- 
pervise a recording of “La Travi- 
ata” under baton of Pierre Mon- 
teux. Rosanna Cartieri, Leonard 
Warren and Cesare Valletti are 
featured in the disking. 

RKO veepee Walter Branson 
here with Continental manager Jo- 
seph Bellfort for huddles with 
Italo topper Vittorio Mattea and 
Charles Rosmarin, Near East chief 
for RKO, on release policies for 
“The Conqueror” and “Oklahoma.” 

Elsa Martinelli, just back from 
another Hollywood stint, goes back 
to the Coast early in August for 
another pic with Kirk Douglas. In 
October, she stars opposite Trevor 
Howard in “Manuela,” to shoot in 
England. 

Rossano Brazzi leaves soon for 
Munich to co-star with June Ally- 
son in his first U-I effort, ‘‘Inter- 
lude.” In August, he does “Story 
of Esther Costello” for Columbia, 
in London. His latest, ‘Loser 
Takes All,” opens at Berlin Festi- 
val late this month. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Allen Ward 

Playwright Jack Kirkland sold 
his Quakertown farm, and returns 
to Manhattan. 

Vocal coach Marguerite Haymes 
moved in, alternating her teachfhg 
sessions between here and N.Y. 

Charles Evans of New Hope, set 
designer at Fred Miller Theatre, 
Milwaukee, will do same for Play- 
house in the Park, Philly. 

Bill Jonson here recuperating 
from a stroke suffered while on 
tour in Europe as assistant con- 
ductor of “Porgy and Bess.” 

Pianist-singer Johnny Travers 
held over at the Black Bass 
through June 21, prior to date at 
the East Colony Room, Easthamp- 
ton, L. I. 

Odette Myrtil brought a new trio 
into the Playhouse Inn. Led by 
guitarist Mickey Palmer (who re- 
cords with Nat Brandywynne), 
other two are pianist Dick Averre 
and drummer Chick Corvan. 


Mexico City 


By Pete Mayer 
(Tel: 08; Tlalpan-264) 

Maria Felix’ youngster Enrique 
injured in an auto crash. 

Berta Singerman did her final 
recital in Yiddish before heading 
for N, Y. 

Cinelandia, downtown cinema, 
smashed up for third time by riot- 
ing Poli-Tech students. 

Lola Flores, Spanish gypsy sing- 


er, studying Mexican folk tunes 
for her European tour, 
Ricardo Montalban talking a 


one-picture per year local deal 
with the Zacarias brothers. 

Jorge Villasenor, Katherine 
Dunham’s Mexican rep, preparing 
his first play for production. 

Dolores del Rio, Arturo de Cor- 
dova and Libertad Lamarque, plus 
lenser Gabriel Figeroa and direc- 
tor Benito Alzaraki officially in- 
vited to film in Japan. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Dave Gerson, operator of mid- 
town tavern, left (9) to open his 
Cal-Neva Lodge, Lake Tahoe. 

Charley Ventura, saxophone 
playing maestro at New Town 
Tavern, signed by Wing Records. 

Mort Schwartz named press rep 
for new Camden County Music 
Circus, which opens flaps June 25. 

Bill Haris, local trombonist, will 
rejoin Woody Herman band dur- 
ing week’s run at Red Hill Inn, 
startipg June 19. 

Ray Benner, local string bass 
who played with New Orleans 
Symph last two years, joined 
Cleveland Orch. 

Robinson, Adleman and Mont- 
gomery, ad-pub outfit, handling 
press for Brandywine Music Box, 
new musical tent. 


St. Paul 


Edyth Bush Little Theatre clos- 
ing “Skylark,” with “Stage Door” 
in next, 

The Hilltoppers, featuring Jim- 
my Bacca, did a one-nighter at 
Prom Ballroom, with Jules Her- 
man’s band. 

Local dance group, Andahazy 
Ballet Borealis, with company of 


450 and the Summer Session or- 


chestra of the University of Min- 
nesota, will give traditional and 
original works in one-night stand 
at Northrop auditorium. Ex-Ballet 
Russe stars Lorand Andahazy and 
wife Anna Adrianova front the 
company, 
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Hollywood 


American Cinema Editors cre. 
ated new ACE Award of Merit. 

Vet director-actor Scott Beal re. 
cuperating following major sur. 


gery. 
Cole Porter in from N. Y. to 


work on music score of “Les 
Girls.” 
Reginald Gardiner recovering 


from injuries sustained in a falj 
at his home. 

Donald O’Connor named to SAG 
board of directors, succeeding the 
late Edward Arnold. 

Emery Wister of the Charlotte 
News in town on his annual look- 
see at studio production. 

Dore Schary will be a key speak- 
er next week at 53d convention of 
Advertising Association of the 
West. 

RKO tossing a cocktail party at 
Romanoff’s next Monday (25) for 
Helen Hayes and her son James 
MacArthur. 

Tom Kettering, nitery editor of 
the L. A. Mirror-News (and son 
of Ralph T. Kettering) off to N. Y, 
to see the shows. 

Acceptance of Harold Hecht as 
a member gave Screen Producers 
Guild a total membership of 150, 
alltime high. 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
hosted 150 members of the Holly- 
wood press at the Circle J Ranch 
to teeoff campaign on “Pardners.” 

Darryl F. Zanuck checked back 
into 20th-Fox for first time in three 
months, to prep his indie produc- 
tion slate. 

Sammy Friedman exited Sha- 
piro-Bernstein after 10 years to 
take a lengthy vacation and recup- 
erate following recent heart at- 
tack. 

Warners tossed a luncheon for 
Jose A. Mora, former Uruguayan 
Ambassador to the U.S. and now 
Secretary-General of the Organi- 
zation of American States. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Luther Adler and Sam Jaffe in 
“Reclining Figure,” current at the 
Roosevelt Playhouse. 

DeMarco Sisters and Jay Lawe 
rence head show this week in La 
Ronde of the Fontainebleau. 

Perry Como and his tele show 
cast being paged to open the new 
Americana’s night club when hotel 
preems in mid-December. 

Exhibitor Harry Ornstein, who’s 
taking over the hardtop house in 
Boynton Beach, viewing local op- 
erations with Sig Vorzimer, Na- 
tional Screen Service southern rep. 

Roberta Sherwood returns to the 
Eden Roc’s Cafe Pompeii in July 
for one week before heading for 
date in Las Vegas in August. Dick 
Haymes also on the plushery’s 
summer roster. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 

Dick and Bob Haymes at Stone- 
henge. . 

Lucille Lortel’s White Barn sea- 
son opening July 8. 

William Hawkins, World-Telly 
cric, inspecting Country Playhouse. 

Farley Granger and “Playboy of 
Western World” scratched at 
Country Playhouse. 

John and Georgia Chapman will 
go to the Rockies when Daily News 
drama chief takes his vacation. 

Eileen Heckart in from Coast 


after completing film stints in 
“Bus Stop” and “Rocky Graziano 
Story.” 

John C. Wilson, Betty Smith, 


William Archibald, Jean Dalrym- 
ple, Paula Laurence, Richard Skin- 
ner, Baldwin Bergenson, Gene 
Tunney, Winifred Johnston and 
Jolie Gabor at opening of Gish 
Sisters in “Chalk Garden” at Coun- 
try Playhouse. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

(160 Castlereigh St., Sydney) 

“Guys and Dolls” (M-G) terrific 
click here via Metro’s own loop. 

“Carousel” (20th) off to smash 
start at Regent, Sydney, for Hoyts. 

David N. Martin has a click with 
“Spice and Ice” revue at Tivoli, 
Sydney. 

Miklos Gafni is doing a concert 
tour for Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. 

Greater Union Theatres face- 
lifting several cinemas prior to 
advent of tele next October. 

“Kismet” (M-G) looks like it 
would run one year at Princess, 
Melbourne, for Garnet Carroll. 

Independent Film Distributors, 
led by Errol Heath, will break into 
= 16m field with Continental 
are. 

Googie Withers and John Mc- 
Callum playing “Deep Blue Sea” 
at Royal Adelaide, for J. C. Wil- 
liamson, 

Norman Rydge, topper Greater 
Union Theatres, will looksee Hol- 
lywood studios on his way back to 





his Sydney base. 
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OBITUARIES 


RALPH MORGAN 
Ralph Morgan, 72, retired char- 
r actor who was active on the 
d screen for almost half a 
century, died June 11 in New York 
after a three-year illness. Origi- 
nally a lawyer, he made his legit 
debut in “Love’s Comedy” at the 
Theatre, N.Y., in 1908 and 
a long film career in 1931 
in “Charlie 


stage an 


's Chance.” 
A native of New York, Morgan, 
r of Angostura bitters. 
One of 11 children, he was an elder 
prother of actor Frank Morgan, 
who died in 1949. Ralph Morgan, 
after giving real estate law a two- 
vear try, entered amateur theatri- 
cals where one of his performances 
was caught by Warner Oland. Lat- 
ter was instrumental in bringing 
him to the professional stage in 
Ibsen's “Love's Comedy.” 
Thereafter Morgan was fre- 
quently seen on Broadway in vari- 
ous plays of the late Clyde Fitch 
and other dramatists. ,He had a 
supporting role in the Frank Bacon 
starrer, “Lightnin’”’, which opened 


jmporte 


Perhaps best known of his 
scores of parts was his portrayal 
Marsden in Eugene 
O'Neill’s “Strange Interlude.” He 
succeeded .Tom Powers in this 


role in the Broadway production, 


the violin section of the Philadel- 
phia Orchestra when he became in- 
terested in music classes for chil- 
dren and helped found the Settle- 
ment School. He also was presi- 
dent of the National Guild of 
Community Music for six years. 
Two brothers in Holland survive. 


CRESS HILLARY 
Cress Hillary, 58, vaudeville and 
burlesque performer, died June 8 
in Chicago. A native of Philadel- 
phia, he was the son of a trick 
rider and sharpshooter with Buf- 
falo Bill’s Wild West Show. While 
in his teens he worked in tab 
shows and also trouped in an act 

with his father for a time. 
Hillary, who was a_ burlesque 
comic for years, later teamed with 
his wife, Dorothy, in a double act 
known as Hillary & Norman. At 
the time of his death he was a 





cago. 


Surviving are his wife and a 
daughter. 


HAROLD KAPLAN 

Harold Kaplan, 48, pioneer 
Minneapolis exhibitor who was co- 
owner and manager of one of the 
Twin Cities’ top neighborhood the- 
atres, the St. Louis Park, died 
June 15 in Minneapolis after a 
heart attack. He was prominent in 
many Northwest Variety club ac- 











DON HOLLENBECK 


June 22, 1954 





' and also enacted it in London and 


in the screen version, 
Morgan, who was sé€en_ princi- 
_ pally as a supporting player in in- 
numerable Hollywood pictures, was 
a founder and onetime president 


of the Screen Actors Guild, Prior 
to this he was active in Actors 
Equity. His last Broadway ap- 


pearance was in the 1952 produc-. 


tion of “Three Wishes for Jamie.” 
Surviving are his actress-daugh- 


' ter, Claudia Morgan, and a sister. | 


His wife, the former Georgianna 
Iverson whose stage name was 
Grace Arnold, died eight’ years ago. 


HARRY F. MASON 

Harry F. (Bud) Mason, 33, an- 
nouncer and disk jockey with 
WGY and WGRB-TYV, Schenectady, 
was killed June 17 while partic- 
ipating in a national sports car hill 
cdimbing contest near Manchester, 
Vt. A longtime sports car enthusi- 
st, he had raced in previous 
tents and also had broadcast race 
results. 

Mason joined WGY and WGRB- 
TV as staff announcer in 1953 
after serving at WENT in his home 
ciy of Gloversville, N.Y., 
WBTA, Batawia, N.Y. He doubled 
for several years as cartoonist and 





FRED RICKEY 


Many Friends Miss You Very Much 





‘toryteller on WRGB-TV’s “Bread- 
ime Stories” and also deejayed 
WGY’s “Mostly Music.” 

_ Surviving are a stepmother and 
‘WO aunts, 





JOHN E. BARNHART 

John E. Barnhart, 89, one. of 
Pittsburgh’s first stagehands, died 
that city June 2 after a long ill- 
ness. He was the last surviving 
“harter member of IATSE Local 8. 
le first operated footlights in the, 
t'¢ legit house, the Alvin, and was 
» ° inventor of an electric flood- 
:'sht control panel which is now in 
“Ommon use. 
_barnhart 


was at the footlight 
SWitches 


+ » When the old Nixon 
pPened in 1903 and later was chief 
“ctrician there. A stagehand 
pice 1887, he retired a few years 
;..° With the closing of the Barry 
‘tatre downtown, which was 
me lot converted into a park- 


ang leaves a daughter and two 










‘ JOHAN GROLLE 
Johan Grolle, 76, first director of 
‘ Curtis Institute of Music and 
40 years head of Philadelphia’s 
ettlement Musie School, died June 
In Philadelphia. A native of 
land, he was graduated from 
© Amsterdam Conservatory. He 
: ved under William Mengelberg 
* ‘ichard Strauss. 
Grote, whe came to the U.S. at 
'€ ave of 20, was a member of 


tivities and was a director of North 
'Central Allied, exhibitors’ organ- 
ization. 


Prior to construction of the St. 
Louis Park Theatre, Kaplan man- 
|aged the State and Radio City the- 
|atres for the Paramount organiza- 
'tion and its predecessors. 

| His wife, daughter and son sur- 
vive. 





RALPH J. CLAWSON 
Ralph J. Clawson, 56, onetime 
|}manager of Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey Circus, died 
| June 4 in Fitchburg, Mass. An out- 
door trouper for more than 40 


years, he was business manager for | 


Cristiani Bros. Circus at the time 
of his death. ; 

A native of Lincoln, Neb., Claw- 
Son was with Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Circus before taking over the helm 
of the Ringling outfit in the late 
"30s. Later he _ piloted Clyde 


Beatty’s Circus and other bigtop | 


| shows. 

| Surviving is his wife. 

| FRED P. HOENSCHEIDT 

| Fred P. Hoenscheidt, 62, veteran 
showman, died June 15 in Dallas. 

|In recent years he was architect 

|and construction engineer for The- 
atre Enterprises there. 

Hoenscheidt started as projec- 

|tionist in Wichita Falls, Tex., then 
for 15 years managed and _ pro- 
duced vaude shows in the south. 

| After a stint as manager of Louis 

| Dent Theatres, Waco, he was dis- 





and | trict manager of Griffith Amuse- | 


;ments Co. in Oklahoma City. 
| Survived by his wife, daughter, 
IVY ADAMS 


two brothers and sister. 

| 

Ivy Adams, vaude musician, died 
| June 6 in Birmingham, Eng., after 
a lengthy illness. With her three 
| Sisters she toured music halls 





as 
| the Sisters Gilby, a musical act. At 
;}one time she worked as Niobe, 


| Queen of the Xylophone and the 
| Bells. 

Survived by her husband, Bert 
Adams, manager of 
drome, Birmingham, and formerly 
'of the Holborn Empire, London. 


W. LA VELLE WALTMAN 

W. La Velle Waltman, 44, sales 
manager. for radio station WAVE, 
Louisville, died June 12 in that 
city after a two-week illness. His 
death was attributed to complica- 





tion. - An announcer for KGFF, 
Shawnee, Okla., before coming to 
WAVE in a similar capacity, he 
was upped to sales manager for 
the LouisviHe outlet in 1950. 
Surviving are his wife and a son. 


FRANK WIEDENBACH 
Frank Wiedenbach Sr., 57, chief 
engineer for WJAG, Norfolk, Neb., 
and w.k. electronics 


Norfolk. 
radio station for 24 years and was 
with KGDA, Mitchell, S. D., prior 
to that. 

Surviving are his wife, 


son, 
mother and three sisters. 





JOHN C. TURNER 
John Coburn Turner, 41, chair- 
ridden radio-tv script editor and 
latterly program adminstrator of 
the Ford Foundation’s “Omnibus” 
died June 15 in N., Y. 
Fuller details in radio-tv section. 


Mrs. Elsie Lieberman, 78, for- 
mer actress in the Yiddish theatre, 











lecturer at Riverview Park, Chi-) 


the Hippo- | 


tions following a stomach opera-| 


consultant, | 
died of a heart attack June 11 in| 
He had been with the) 


died June 11 in Philadelphia. She 
was the widow of Jake Lieberman, 
who also acted on the Yiddish 
| stage. Surviving are two sons and 
| five daughters. 
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Peelers All 


Continued f 








| Mexico, was killed recently by two! most potent night appeal selling 
| bandits while he was counting the | points? 


| night’s receipts. 
One of twin sons born to Mrs. 
George Thomas, wife of KDKA-TV 
jnews editor in Pittsburgh, died 
ithere May 31 two days after birth. 
Countess Ada Goudard de 
Lachau, who composed “Lil Liza 
Jane” and other songs, died June 
14 in New Rochelle, N.Y. 





| 





conductor, died June 11 in New 
York. He was a faculty member of 








Alan Edelson 


| being struck by a_ hit-and-run 


driver in St. Louis. 





| Kennon Jewett, 52, retired ad- 
/vertising exec and father of singer 
| Ann Jewett, died June 11 in Miami 
Beach after a lengthy illness. 





Father of Mrs. Bert Stearn, wife | 


|haps the French have gotten tired | 
of just accepting a walk-on nude, | 


i 


Without going into any socialogi- 
cal gambits, it may lie in the con- 
sumer appeal of packaging. Per- | 


and the sudden sight of the pre- 


|liminaries caught on just as have 


| snack bars, disks, jazz and aircon- 


} 
| 


| but the fact 


Conjecture can go on, 
remains that, like 


| ditioning. 


| love, the striptease is here to stay 


Willard Coats, 32, pianist and | in France. 


Kidded Siriptease At First 


Stripteasing had shown up in 


the Philadelphia Musical Academy. | French niteries before but always 


'in a coy or kidding manner. It first 


Father, 75, of Chicago publicist pecame serious with the Crazy. 
, died June 13 after) Horse Saloon. Run by ex-antique | 


|dealer Alain Bernardin, who was 
‘looking for something new two 


years ago, to perk up his fading | 


| wildwest show, he decided to im- 
| port the more tantalizingly-slanted 
|U. S. conception of the undress 
routine. 


He got various young girls start- 


of Screen Guild and Co-Operative | ed, and word-of-mouth via help 


| The 
| Jun 


| 


| 


hibitor 


e 13 in that city. 





who 


atres head in Pittsburgh, died| from national 


mags, columnists 
| and dailies, started the ball rolling. 
It got its final boost when the In- 


Leonard Shaw, 70, pioneer ex-| stitut Des Beaux Arts, presided | 
opened Sheffield’s| over by an Academician Edmond 


'(Eng.) first: cinema in 1910, died | Heuze, had a special gala featur- 


recently in that city. 





| 
| 
} 


ing the Crazy Horse strippers. 


Heuze emerged enthused and Say- 


Sampson (Sam) Brown, 58, vaude | ing it reminded him of sacred In- | 


performer and vet tap dance teach-| dian dances and the most refined 
er in the Omaha area, died June 1 Geisha girls. This put it on a high 


,in that city. 





| Father, 80, of Milton Heidrich,| _Now in its second year, this is a 


for 
in 


guest relations supervisor 
| WGN, Chicago, died June 13 
that city. 





| Mother, 62, of Sid Sommers, 
manager of Stanley Warner’s Troy 
in Troy, N.Y., died there June 11. 


Mother, 79, of Hank Whitehouse, 





veteran cafe comic, died of a 
stroke June 12 in Pittsburgh. 
Wilton H. Hoyt, 66, band and 


symphony musician, died June 11 
in North Danville, N.H. 

Mother, 75, of Frank McKenna, 
of Metro’s story department, died 
| May 30 in New York. 





Mother, 42, of film and tv actor 





Lee Erickson died June 12 in 
Burbank, Cal. 

Mother of Australian actress 
Ann Richards died June 15 in 
| Hollywood. 


| 


| John D. Jones, 65, longtime ex- 





hibitor, died recently in San An-|! 


gelo, Tex. 





!sician, died June 12 in Manchester, 
N.H. 





| -” . 
| Mother of Harry Neil, comedian, | 


died May 21 in Morecambe, Eng. 


| Rock ’n’ Roll 
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— ev 
and unwise for the disk jockeys to 
limit their r&r programming. “The 


sors and they’re not looking for 


Suppressing r&r will do 
harm than good, he added. 
kids can’t get the music they want 
in clean places, they’ll seek it out 
in offbeat spots with a bad atmos- 
phere. And if the pop deejays 
clamp down on spinning r&r rec- 
ords, the kids will turn to the plat- 
ter shows that do nothing. but 
play such obvious records.” 
He doesn’t think rock ’n’ 
a musical fad but he does expect 
changes to come, pointing out that 
| five or six years ago country music 
was riding the musical crest and 
everyone cut hillbilly tunes 
whether they were good or not. 


Ram manages such r&r acts as 
The Platters, Penguins, Colts, 
Flairs and Empires via Personality 
Productions, Inc. He’s now ex- 
| panding the management operation 
'setting up headquarters in New 
York and Chicago in addition to 
the home base on the Coast. Earl 
| Warren will be in charge of the 
'N. Y. branch while Jack Perrin 
| wili oversee the Chi action. Gene 
, Bennett oversees the Coast base 
while Ram bicycles L.A.-to-N.Y. 
'and back. Ram is also skedded to 


| 
| 


| 


| 


|New York’s Coliseum “Cavalcade 
of Modern Music” this fall. 


George Debrzanski, retired mu-! 


kids,” he said, “are the best cen- | 


| 
| 


roll is | 


| plane, and it has built from there. 


growing industry with the top 
stripteases doubling and tripling, 
'and pulling down wages that make 
most showgirls want to rip off 
| their clothes in envy. (Some strip- 
pers make as much as $30 a night 
to the average chorines $16.) Soon, 
other boites devoted to unveiling 
were opening as fast as girls could 
unrobe, Came the Piano Club, 
3risbi, Vernet, Les Fleurs and the 
wholesale acceptance by estab- 
lished clubs of strip attractions. 
Le Nouveau Moulin Rouge, next 
door to the authentic Moulin 
Rouge, which Nachat Martini re- 
cently turned into a revue spot, 
inaugurated an amateur striptease 
night, every Thursday, which is a 
lacal and tourist must-see. Seven 
;newcomers, plus a ringer from 
time to time. nonchalantly peel. 
Then the audience votes for the 
| winner. Most Crazy Horse alumnae 
' go away with: new routines in tow. 
This Is New? 

Miss Pamela, an English girl, 
added a new wrinkle to the tassle- 
twirling by having a couple on her 
backside. Sha Landres does her 
peel with a rope strung before her 
and then makes a symbolical tour- 
de-force with the hem. Candida 
takes a bath, soap and all. Rita 
Renoir comes out in and sits in a 
| rocking chair, reading the Marquis 
De Sade and does a frenzied strip 
as an aunt calls for her to come in 
for tea. Refinements have come as 
ithe strip enters other walks 
show biz. 

The chansonniers, long thought 
|} inviolate, now have a girl in one 
reading poetry cooly urttil she is 
| stark nude; a new theatre revue 


of 


| dirt—they’re looking for a beat.” | has a tearful widow in mourning 
, more | taking it off to a funeral dirge. The 
If the} Arab club El Djazair has added a 


belly dance strip. Such travesty 
spots as Garroussells and Indiffer- 
ent have males in draw going 
through the paring procedures. 
Nude -As Sauce To Show 
Regular clubs still hark to the 
oldfashioned use of the nude 
sauce to a sound show. The Lido 
uses them decorously and they are 


as 


still walkons in such places as 
Pigalls, Jockey, Venus. Boule 


| Blanche, Sphinx, Eve and Nouvelle 
|Eve, where some of the best un- 


' dressed lovelies abide. 


Naturistes 


|adds a specializing of barred back- 


sides, but backs this up with a 
smooth, well mounted show. 
All the revues now feature a 


peeler between the regular num- | 


| bers. A recent pic, “En Effeuillant 





La Marguerite,” has new star 


Brigitte Bardot cast as a young, 
‘daughter, Morecambe, Eng., recent- 


stripper who works her way to 


more worthy aspects of show biz. | 


It might be the effect of all this 
stripping. At any rate, last week | 
a young man at the Club Saint, 
Germain Des Pres suddenly took | 
off his clothes but made no appre- | 


and dragged off by the gendarmes. | 
Both French locals and tourists | 


ison, Chicago, May 23. 


Over Paris 


rom page 1 








Cirilio Robledo, 63, manager of come that it has passed the fad | are getting their fill of the bare 
ithe Cine Estrella, Chihuahua City, | stage and now looms as one of the 


facts. As one English lady said to 
a friend, after a siege of “Paris By 
Night” bus touring,” “I’m sleeping 
with my clothes on tonight.” 


French Rebel 
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States which would be guaranteed 
against losses and weuld handle, of 
course, French production. 

Fiaud stated here his plan is in 
ithe draft stage and should be 
finalized prior to late summer. At 
this time the French will seek to 
engage in huddles with indie Yank 
releasing agents for the purpose of 
ironing out the kinks. 

Flaud said native producers have 
, agreed to ante around $240,000 for 
a two-year test of the distribution- 
subsidizing operation, which will 
comprise, it’s contempated, six re- 
|gional offices, some of them out- 

ets. He added he still feels the 
| indie distribs in the U. S. are not 
doing a_ sufficiently penetrating 
job and as another measure, the 
industry here has continuing 
thoughts about acquisition of U.S. 
| theatres. 

Flaud believes there’s no reason 
that the Yank market can’t match 
Germany in terms of distribution 
-yield (Germany now provides the 
French with $1,800,000 annually). 

American indies are on record 
as being cool to the idea—meaning 
a smooth course is not expected 
when it comes time for the French 
, discussions. 


MARRIAGES 


Ann Noyes to Tom Tryon, Las 
Vegas, June 13. Bride’s a Broad- 
| Way producer, he’s a film actor. ~ 

Isabel Coghill’ to Kenneth 
Martin, Des Moines, June 9. Bride 
Is» with KRNT-TV there; he’s as- 
sistant director with same station. 

Francine Ackerman to Leo Good- 
man, New York, June 16. Bride is 
with the Gale Agency, N.Y. 

Vera Lee to Ed Kelly, 
Monica, Cal., June 7. Bride 
ballet dancer in “My Fair 
on Broadway; he’s Peggy 
manager, 

Naney Dick to Hugh 
Perth, Seotland, June 9. 
a dancer; he’s singer. 

Jane Opperman to Irving Seid- 





J, 


Santa 

is a 
Lady” 
Lee’s 


Mcllroy, 
Bride’s 


ner, Chicago, June 6. He’s a pub- 
licist. 
BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Goldie, 


daughter, Glasgow, June 8. Father 
is a film eritic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Prieto, 
son, Mexico City, June 6. Father is 
a Chilean radio singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bud Westmore, 
son, Hollywood, June 12. Father is 
head of the UI makeup depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Smith, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 1. Fa- 
ther is attorney for Desilu. 

Mr. and Mrs. Len Simpson, son, 
Glendale, Cal., June 9. Father and 
mother are publicists. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Manos. daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, June 5. Father’s 
a junior exec with Manos Theatre 
circuit. 

Mr. 


and Mrs. Jack Goode. 


son, 
Philadelphia, June 11. Mother is 
the former Mary. Biddle, Philly 


broadcaster; father’s a stage come- 
dian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Robinson, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 14, Fa- 
ther is N. Y. Times staffer in Hol- 
lywood; mother, former Marlene 
Robinson, is a former writer and 
publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Marvin, 
daughter, Columbus, June 13. Fa- 
ther is a WBNES-TV personality. 


Mr. and Mrs. Russ Barnett, 
daughter, Dallas, June 9. Father 
is a deejay and news announcer 


at WFAA there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dean, son, 
San Antonio, June 14. Father is 
member of WOAI-TV production 
staff there. 

Mr..and Mrs. Elliot Abrams, son, 


New York, June 8. Father is a 
sales executive at Sterling Tele- 
vision. 


Mr. and Mrs. Clive Stock (Gwen 
Overton &), son, London, June 10. 
Parents are a vocal duo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Watson, 
ly. Father is a magician; mother is 
his partner. 

Mr. and Mrs. William L. Klein, 
Father is 
prez of United Film and Recording 
Studios in that city. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tony Curtis, 


| put on a rock ’n’ roll show at the | ciable stir until he was covered daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., June 


16. Mother is film actress Janet 
TL.eigh: father is a film actor 
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